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MiitoSmitaF4» 

Shortlt after the arrival of his ExcelleQcy the 
Count Ruis de Castilla at Quito, the capital of 
his government, the collegians of San Fernando 
presented him with four theatrical representa* 
tions, at which the whole of the nobility attended 
as spectators. The pieces chosen were Cato, 
Andromacha, Zoraida, and the Auraucana, the 
whole of them tending in their design and 
argument to inculcate a spirit of freedom, a 
love of liberty, and principles of republicanism*. 
However, as is often the case with people wha 
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visit public exhibitions with a predetermination 
to be pleased, this tendency passed unobserved 
by the president and the other members of the 
government. Inattentive to what the state of 
afiairs iu the mother country might produce in 
the colonies, the American rulers judged that 
they themselves were surrounded by the same 
obedient vassals whom their predecessors had 
governed, without ever dreaming that the 
people were awake to what was actually passing 
in the parent state ; for, although the opportu- 
nity of deriving information from the press was 
prevented by the government, yet the Ameri- 
cans who resided in Spain at this period were 
very actively employed in communicating to 
their friends in America the true state of afiairs, 
and the natives were generally better informed 
of what passed in the mother country, than the 
Spaniards resident in America or even the 
government itself; because Spanish corres- 
pondents being loath to place their property 
in America in jeopardy, or judging that the 
colonists had only to obey whatever orders they 
might receive, either gave indistinct or favour* 
ably exaggerated accounts; or else treated the 
Americans with that contempt which as their 
superiors they fancied they had a right to 
exercise. 
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After the perfonnance of the pieces, I be- 
came gradually acquainted with the individuals 
who had selected them — Dr. Quiroga and Don 
Manuel Morales; the former an advocate of 
some respectability, a native of Arequipa in 
Peru, married in Quito ; the latter, a native of 
the city of Mariquita in the Viceroyalty of Santa 
F6 de Bogotd, had been secretary to the 
government when the Baron de Carondelet was 
President; but having offended him. Morales 
was discarded from his situation by the orders 
of the Baron. He hoped to have been restored 
on the arrival of the Count Ruis; but this chief 
having in his suite a young advocate of the name 
of Don Tomas Arrechaga, whom he had edu- 
cated, and for whom he wished to provide, the 
daims of Morales were disregarded, and 
Arrechaga was nominated secretary to the 
government 

Morales was possessed of a strong mind, 
had received a liberal education, and having 
been employed many years in the secretary's 
office, had obtained a knowledge of the affairs 
of the government and an insight into the 
intrigues of the Spanish court. He considered 
himself unjustly dealt with by the Baron de 
Carondelet, and more so by the Count Ruis, 
who could only know his failings through the too 
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often dittorted medium of report : be saw his 
situation filled by a stranger, himself an exile^ 
and was determined to be revenged on those 
whom be regarded as the supporters if not 
the authors of his disgrace. To this end cir^r 
cumstances that could not possibly escape his 
observation aided him ; and had not raslmess 
prompted him to execute his designs pre* 
maturely, he might have succeeded, and have 
lived to receive the thanks of his countrymen; 
whereas, his ashes can only be re?ered by 
them, his name can only dwell in . their memo^ 
ries with painful regret, or gratitude drop a tear 
at the recoNection of his untimely death. 

Quiroga was of an unquiet aspiring disposi**. 
tion, rash and undaunted in his undertaikings; 
but very self-opiniated : unable to brook con^ 
troul in any shape, but open to convictton 
when persuasion was the medium. He was 
successful as a pleader at the bar, loquacious 
and eloquent, but even here hb hasty temper 
drove him into difficulties ; he was repeatedly 
reprimanded by the tribunal, and at length was 
not only mulct, but even suspended from the 
exercise of his office as an advocate. In one 
instance, when a fine was imposed upon him, he 
declared that he could in no manner pay it; 
because the tribunal was not competent to levy 
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it; that die Regent and Oidores had taken 
poceefiaionof their seats on the bench contrary 
tolawy or faeklthem contrary to justice; and he 
proved hss assertions by stating the cases> 
quoting the btws, and citing ttie regulations of 
the tribunal* This necessarily drew down upon 
bim the hatred of the members, and obliged 
him to leave the bar. Quiroga was the con- 
stant companion of Morales, and, like him, 
expected that on the arrival of Count Ruis, an 
appeal to his Excellency, as President of the 
royal audience, would restore him to the exer^ 
cise of his profession ; but a report from the 
Regent Bustillas prevented the fulfilment of 
his expectations^ and this drcumstance drove 
hiia to despair. 

These two disappointed individuals chose 
the dramatic pieces which were performed at 
Ae college of San Fernando in October, 1809, 
selected perhaps in order to probe the govern*- 
ment ; if so, the result was completely sa- 
tisfactory to their views, for not the least 
suspicion was evinced, nor any alarm taken. 

In February, 1809, Captain Salinas, who 
was eomuKmder of the infontry at Quito, in- 
formed two Mars, Father Polo and another, 
of a plan that was about to be formed to 
depose the Spanish authorities in Quito, and 
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to elect others from among the most respectable 
citizens, as substitutes. The information was 
immediately reported by the friars to the Pre- 
sident, and a secret commission was given to 
the Oidor Fuertes Amar to proceed against all 
suspected individuals according to law. Don 
Pedro Munos was appointed to act as privy 
secretary, but this man had no other qualifi- 
cation than that of being a native of Spain. 
Quiroga, Morales, and the parish priest of San- 
golqui, Dr. Riofrio, and Captain Salinas, were 
apprehended, and placed under an arrest in the 
convent of La Merced. Their declarations 
were taken down in writing by Munos, and 
every possible means employed to prevent 
the people from becoming acquainted with the 
state of the proceso ; no person was allowed to 
see the prisoners, and they were deprived of 
the means of communicating to their friends 
any particulars relating to their situation ; the 
secretary was not allowed the assistance of an 
amanuensis, and every inquisitorial practice was 
brought into action. In the beginning of April, 
when Munos was going in the evening to the 
palace to report on the proceedings to the Pre- 
sident, the papers were stolen from him. This 
accident produced considerable confusion; many 
who were really concerned in the plot were 
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assured that their names had never been men- 
tioned by the prisoners, who miifonnly denied 
having any knowledge of it; and Salinas 
protested against having mentioned any thing 
concerning it to the friars. Thus^by a fortonato 
accident the plans of the government were 
frustrated, the prosecution ceased, and the 
prisoners were liberated. This occurrence, 
however, taught them to be more on the alert; 
and to be more careful in future ; but the torch 
was lighted, and although the flame had been 
smothered for a short time, it was not extin* 
guished. 

The character of Salinas was well known to 
Morales and Quiroga. HewasatrueQuiteno, 
volatile and variable, embracing every novel 
object with avidity, without reflection, or dis- 
crimination ; the pursuit of any new scheme 
was as ardently begun by Salinas, as it was 
easily abandoned the moment it ceased to be 
new, or the moment that another was suggested; 
but as this officer was at the head of the infantry, 
which consisted of about four hundred men, 
with part of which he had been formerly sta- 
tioned at Panama, and which in their opinion 
was considered a campaign in a foreign country, 
he had become the idol of the soldiers; so that 
it was absolutely necessary that Salinas should 
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be brought over to secoad the plans of Moratea 
and Quiroga ; and this was easily effected — the 
j^lan was novel, and proniised a succession of 
what was most congenial to his feelings. 

Dn Kiofrio was a secular clergyman, of a 
sullen morose temper, ready to coincide with 
any set of men whose plans were calculated to 
bid defiance to any thing that did not please 
bim ; yet, whether from natural imbecility, or 
natural cowardice, he seemed to be only an 
instrument, and probably became acquainted 
with the plans in agitation by being a frequent 
visitor at a house in Quito where Morales had 
lived, and on account of his own house being 
sometimes the residence of Morales, when he 
was estranged from: Quito by the Presid^it Ca*^ 
rondelet. This man and Salinas were both na* 
tives of Quito, but neither of them of families of 
rank or fortune, although from the situations 
which both, had held they were very re« 
spectable. 

After the release of the four denounced 
conspirators, Salinas and Riofrio returned to 
their foi^er occupations ; Quiroga to his homOi 
more injured than ever ; and Morales went into 
the country, without having reaped any advan* 
tage except, experience. The government noam 
^ppeued quite satisfied in having declared the 
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acquittal of the prisoners honourable ; they 
were pleased that ho act of injustice had been 
committed, and flattered themselves that the 
papers lost by Munos had fallen into the hands 
of some pick-pocket, or that having been dropt 
in the street, they had ceased to exist in a 
shape which might betray their intentions. 
But they were deceived; the papers found their 
way into the study of Quiroga, who drew such 
conclusions from them as best suited his own ends, 
and disseminated their contents among such 
individuals as he judged most proper to entrust 
them with. From April to August, 1809, nothing 
particular occurred, except new advices from 
Spain; so that the abdication of Carlos, the 
accession of Fernando, the imprisonment of the 
King, and the invasion of the country by th« 
French, were the subject matter of every con- 
versation. But still tranquillity reigned in every 
part of the colonies, and their inhabitants seemed 
to vie with each other in enthusiastic demon- 
strations of loyalty and attachment to their 
amado Fernando. Every new advice from Spain 
served to increase the apprehension and the 
dismay of the governments and Spaniards 
residing in America ; and their whole attention 
was so engrossed with the state of affairs in 
the country to which they belonged, that they 
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had not time to meditate on the efkcXs wbieb 
might be produced I^y it in the country i^ which 
they were stationed — satisfied that the colonies 
must follow the fate of the parent state, jvi^t as 
^f it had been annexed to it by the ties of nature^ 
instead of being attached to it by the piost un- 
natural connexions. But the bubble burst when 
and where it was perhaps least expected tQ 
happen^ ^d although the effects of the explo- 
sion were soon repressed, yet it rent the veil, 
and laid the foundation of that emancipation 
^hioh, the whole of the heretofore enslaye4 
nations of the new world now enjoy. 

On the morning of the 10th of August, 
1809, at an eiMrly hour, two natives of Quito, 
Ant^ and Aguire, waited on the president with 41 
letter. The orderly who was at the door of the 
antechamber objected to carry any letter or 
message to hislSxcellency at so unusual an hovr; 
but Ante persisted in the necessity of its imme* 
diate delivery, saying, that it contained matters 
of importance from the Junta Soberaxa, sove? 
reign junta, a name as new in the ears of the 
orderly as was the body itself new in America* 
The orderly awoke the president, delivering 
the letter, and repeated the words which he had 
heard, as an excuse for his untimely errand. 
The president having read the superscription--: 
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^ fiom the sovereign junta to the Count Ruisy 
ex-president of Quito," dressed himself, and 
read the following : 

'' The present unsettled state of Spain, the 
total annihilation of the lawfully constituted 
authoritield, and the dangers of the crown of the 
beloved Ferdinand VII. and his domains falling 
hito the hands of the tyrant of Europe, have 
impelled our trans-atlantic brothers to form 
provincial governments for their personal 
security, as well against the machinations of 
some of their traitorous countrymen, unworthy 
of the name of Spaniards, as against the arms 
of the comtnon enemy : the loyal inhabitants of 
Quito, resolved to secure to their legitimate King 
and Master this part of his kingdom, have 
established a sovereign junta in this city of 
San Francisco de Quito, of which, and by the 
eommafid of his Serene Highness the President 
1^ the vocal members, I have the honour to 
inform your lordship, and to announce to you, 
that the functions of the members of the old 
government have ceased: God preserve your 
lordship many years* Hall of the junta in 
Quito, August 10th, 1809: Manuel Morales 
ilecretary of the interior." 

After reading this unexpected epistle, his 
Excellency entered the antechamber, and walked 
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towards the messengers, who inquired whether 
he had received the note, and on being answered 
in the affirmative, they bowed, turned round, 
and retired. The count followed them to the 
outer door and attempted to pass it, but he was 
prevented by the sentry. He now sent his 
orderly to call the officer of the guard, who 
politely answered, that he could not consistently 
with the orders. he had received, speak with 
the Count, pronouncing the last wprd with 
considerable emphasis. A great number of 
people began to assemble in the square 
before the palace, at six o'clock, when a royal 
salute was fired, and the military music, sta- 
tioned on the esplanade, in front of the. palace, 
continued playing some national airs till nine 
o'clock. At this time the members of the new 
executive government met, the Marquis of 
Selva Alegre, president, the vocal members, the 
Marquis of Orellana, Marquis of Solanda, 
Count of Gasa Guerrero, Marquis of Miraflores, 
Don Manuel Zambrano, Don Manuel Mateus, 
and Don Pedro Montufar, the two ministers. 
Morales and Quiroga: the declaration of the 
installation was published, and the form of the 
oath to be administered to all persons employed 
under the new government was drawaup. The 
Bishop of Quito was elected vice-president, but 
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he refused to assist at this or any subsequent 
meeting. 

The whole of the revolutionary change was 
effected in the night of the ninth. Morales came 
to Quito/ and, with Quiroga, convened a meet- 
ing ; he informed the members of the risk in 
which the country at large stood, set forth ^the 
intention of the government to acknowledge 
Napoleon as their sovereign, because the Kings 
of Spain had ceded their sovereignty to him, 
and exhorted them at the same time to preserve 
themselves and this part of the Spanish domin- 
ions from the fate that awaited the rest ; and 
this he told them couldonly be done by estab- 
lishing a provincial government in the name of 
Fernando, and of removing all suspicious per- 
sons from their offices. This harangue was 
nothing but a matter of form, because all the 
preliminaries had been agreed on beforehand. 
Salinas, being present, was deputed to bring 
over the soldiers, which he immediately did ; 
he went to the barracks, and having formed the 
infantry in the square or patio— he informed 
them that their beloved King was a prisoner 
in France ; expatiated on his sufferings ; told 
themthat the existing governments in America 
were determined to deliver up the country to 
the common enemy, and concluded by asking 
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thetn, whether they would defend their beloved 
Ferdinand, or become the slaves of Bonaparte? 
The deluded soldiers immediately shouted Viva 
Fernando Septimo I Viva Quito ! The command- 
ant of the cavalry, Don Joaquin Saldumbide, 
received orders for the same purpose, and exe* 
cuted them in the same manner. On the return 
of these two individuals to the junta, they 
were commanded to give the necessary orders 
to the different guards, and to administer to the 
troops the following oath : 

** 1 swear by God and on the cross of my 
sword, to defend my legitimate King, Ferdinand 
VII. ; to maintaiti and protect his rights ; to 
support the purity of the holy Roman Catholic 
Church; and to obey the constituted autho- 
rities/' 

After the conclusion of this ceremony, the 
necessary orders were given to the officer of the 
guard at the president's palace, barracks; and 
prisons : a guard was placed at the door of each 
Sfuspeeted persoA, particularly at those of the 
Regent and Oxdores ; and the members of the. 
government retired to their houses. 

An express Was immediately sent to Chillo, 
an estaite belonging to the Marquis of Selva 
Alegre, with the news of what had taken place, 
aikd a request that his lordship would immedi^ 
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fttely €pme to Q»ito> ud take posQeesion of th§ 
supreme command of the goverament of tbe 
kingdom* Thus^ in one night, withoujt blood- 
shed or even without any popular commotion, ^ 
gOFenunent which had he^ei^ e^ablished for 
•fiouore than three centuries was di^)laced» apd a 
new one erected on its baais. 

The Marquis of Selva Alegre arrived on thi9 
morning of the tenth, and was yi3ited by the 
members of the new government, while the 
|;wo ministers proceeded on their djuty to pliSjce 
new oflScers and clerks in the secretary's office, 
find to take charge of the archives belonging to 
(he royal audience. 

The character of Selva Alegre is almost in^ 
definable. As a private man be was extremely 
kind and polite, haying more of the polished 
poiirtier abo»t him thaa might be supposed to 
exist m an individual born in whait may b9 
termed a sequestered country. Both in his 
town and country house a great deal of taste 
and splendour were exhibited, in a manner 
somewhat uncommon at Quito ; yet neither his 
income nor his popularity could in any way be 
eompared to those of Miraflores nor Solanda. 
As a public character Selva Alegre was ex- 
tremely unfit; wavering and timid, wishing 
rather to reconcile the two parties than to sup- 
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port either; fond of show and parade, but 
frightened at his own shadow, as if it mocked 
him. At the gaze of the people he would, like 
a peacock, have allowed his gaudy plumage to 
fall to the ground ; he would have endeavoured 
to hide himself, or, as the most enthusiastic 
Quitenos expressed themselves, ^' his shoes did 
not fit him/' 

On the thirteenth the new government visited 
the church of the Carmen Alto, the different 
members dressed in their robes of ceremony; 
His Serene Highness in the full costume of the 
Order of Charles IIL, of which he was a knight ; 
the members of the junta in scarlet and black ; 
the two ministers were distinguished by large 
plumes in their hats; the corporation, officers 
of the treasury, and other tribunals, in their 
old Spanish uniforms, and the military in blue^ 
feced with white instead of red, as heretofore. 

After the thirteenth of August, anarchy be- 
gan to preside at all the meetings of the junta. 
Morales insisted on a reform in the regulations 
of the tribunals ; Quiroga, that preparations 
offensive and defensive against the neighbouring 
provinces which did not follow the example of 
Quito should be made ; Selva Alegre and the 
members wished that every thing might remain 
as it was. However the army was increased. 
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and detachments sent to Guallabamba againat 
liie Pastusos, and to Huaranda, to prevent an 
invasion by the Guayaquilenos. The people 
began to shew marks of discontent^ particularly 
dreading a scarcity of salt, which article was 
procured from Guayaquil. The governor of 
Guayaquil first threatened to invade the pro- 
vinces, next the Viceroy of Santa F6, and lastly 
the Viceroy of Peru. Advices arrived that 
troops from these different quarters were absor 
lutely on their march, and to complete the 
consternation of the people, the Count Ruis 
retired from his palace into the country, to a 
UtdbII quinta, or country seat,, two leagues from 
the city, where he remained^ till on the night of 
the eighth of November a deputation from the 
sovereign junta waited on him with proposals 
for his reinstatement in the presidency, to whi<$h 
lie acceded. On. the part of the president the 
condition was, that the members of the junta 
should retire to their respective homes, and 
become quiet citizens, as before the tenth of 
August ; and on the part of the junta, that what 
had passed should be referred to the central 
junta in Spain, and that no prosecution should 
take place against them until the resolution of 
the representative authority of Spain should be 
known. The^ simple preliminaries bei^g 
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agreed to, his excellency the Count Ruis entered 
Quito on the following morning, and was re- 
ceived with the most enthusiastic demonstrations 
of joy ; the inhabitants and the members of the 
e^-junta presented themselves, and made a 
tender of their several titles, which were ac* 
cepted by the president, and with all the acts 
and other papers belonging to the intrusive 
government, as it was stiled, were ordered to 
be burnt; but Arrechaga, instead of obeying 
the order given to him, kept them with the most 
depraved intention for the most execrable pur* 
poses. 

On the second of December the auxiliary 
troops arrived from Lima and Guayaquil, com* 
posed of five hundred infantry, and fifty artillery 
men, under the command of Colonel Arredonda. 
The inhabitants of Quito> relying on the fulfil* 
ment of the conditions agreed to by the Count 
Ruis, erected triumphal arches to receive them, 
and strewed flowers along the streets as they 
passed ; but scarcely had they taken qUiet pos- 
session of the city, and disbanded the native 
troops, than Arrechaga, who had been appointed 
fiscaJ on the death of Yriarte, advised Arre- 
donda to solicit of the president an order for 
the apprehension of all persons who had taken 
an active part in the late revolt, grounding his 
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flbUcitiide on the law of power, that good fieuth 
ought not to be kept with traitors. The count 
had the weakness to accede to the request of 
Arredonda, and an order was immediately issued 
commanding Don Manuel Arredonda, Colonel 
of Infantry, and Commandant of the Pacifying 
Troops, tTvpds pac^cadoras, to arrest all the. 
persons who had been concerned in the late 
rebellion, the names of whom were subminis- 
tered by Arrechaga, and on the twelfth of 
December upwards of fifty of the most respect- 
able inhabitants of Quito were dragged from 
their homes, and immured in cells in the bar- 
racks. Judge Fuertes Amar was again ^pointed 
to form theproceso criminal. Every succeeding 
day brought new victims to the prison, for not 
only those who had taken an active part in the 
aflhir were apprehended, but many individuals 
also to whom letters had been written by the 
insurgents; and some because they had not 
declared themselves hostile to the revolutionary 
government ; however the Regent, Oidores, Fis- 
cals, and other persons who had remained 
neuter, and some Spaniards in office who had 
kept their places during the administration of 
the junta, were not included in the number ; 
bat the Bishop, who, being an American, was 
included in the list of insurgents, and accused 
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of having connived at the treason of his fiock; 
because he did not anathematize them, interdiet 
the places of public worship, and sent^ice to 
everlasting torments all schismatics to royalty 
and passive obedience. 

Two hundred more soldiers arrived from 
Santa F6 de Bogotd, and brought with them 
a greater security to the ministers of despotism; 
and the whole of the provinces of Quito groaned 
under their tyranny. Many of the most 
wealthy inhabitants fled to their estates in the 
country, and many, although totally uncon- 
nected with the affairs of the junta, were 
afraid of being swept away, by the torrent of 
persecution. Among those who fortunately 
absconded, and eluded the vigilance of the 
government, vras the Marquis of Selva Alegre : 
the Marquis of Miraflores died of grief in his 
own house, and a guard of soldiers was placed 
over him even till he was interred. 

Not content with imprisoning those persons 
who might be termed the ringleaders, the sol- 
diers were taken into custody, and placed in a 
separate prison, called the presidio. This 
alarmed the lower classes,who began to steal into 
the country, and seek in the mountains and 
woods an asylum against the systematic perse- 
cution that now pervaded the miserable hut of 
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the labourer as well as the residence of his em- 
ployer—the cabin of the indigent as well as the 
mansion of the wealthy. Provisions became 
daily more scarce in the city, the soldiery in the 
same ratio became more insolent, when, to 
orown the state of desperation among all 
dasses of the inhabitants, except the natives 
of Spain who resided here, the examination of 
the prisoners was concluded, and the vista 
Jiscdl was drawn up. This horrible production, 
worthy of its author, Arrechaga, divided the 
prisoners into three classes, but sentenced them 
931 to death: their niunber was eighty-four, 
including the prisoners* and the absent, who 
were outlawed ; even the Bishop was not ex- 
eluded^ although, according to the laws of 
S^pain, he could only be tried by the council of 
Castile. Distress, affliction, and grief now 
reigned triumphant: mothers, wives, and daugh-^ 
ters filled the air with their cries for mercy on 
their sons, their husbands, and their brothers^ 
who had been torn from them and immured in 
dungeons, where they were not allowed to 
visit them; and who lay under sentence of 
an ignominious death, no hopes being left, ex- 
cept that the president would not confirm the 
sentence, and in this hope they were aot 
deceived. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



32 TRAVELS IN 

When the proceso was concluded^ and re- 
quired no more than the veto of the president, 
it was presented to him ; but instead of con- 
curring in the opinion of the fiscal, and giving 
way to the entreaties of Colonel Arredonda, he 
ordered the papers to remain in his cabinet. 
The agitation of the old count was now truly 
distressing, and he frequently said to me, that 
he would prefer signing his own death-warrant 
to the sacrificing of so many deluded victims, 
the greater part of whom had only committed 
an error of judgment, founded, perhaps, on a 
mistaken sense of loyalty ; at last he deter- 
mined to refer the case' for revision to the Vice- 
roy of Santa F6, to the inconceivable chagrin 
of Fuertes, Arrechaga, and Arredonda, who 
all founded their hopes of preferment in Spain 
on the execution of the prisoners, who had been 
denominated traitors. 

The Count Ruis was at this time eighty* 
four years of age ; he had resided in America 
upwards of forty; first in the capacity of 
Corregidor of Oruro, then of Grovemor Inten- 
dent of Huancavilica, afterwards as President 
of Cusco, and lastly of Quito. When at Huan- 
cavilica he commanded the troops, in 1780, 
against the unfortunate Tupac Umaru, who was 
taken prisoner, and quartered alive in the plasa 
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mayor at Cusco, by being tie4 to four wild coltSi 
which were driven to the four opposite angles 
of the square. 

When President of Cusco, the unhappy 
victims of Spanish jealousy and cruelty, Ubal« 
de and Ugarte, in 1796, were executed on an 
ez*parte evidence. This proceso was conducted 
by the Oidor Berriosabal, afterwards Count of 
San Juan and Marquis of Casa Palma, and who 
was afterwards, in 1821, proscribed in Lima by 
San Martin. The Count Ruis as a private indi<^ 
vidual was remarkably kind and familiar, and 
excessively charitable : in his public capacity 
he was too easily overruled, especially by 
persons in authority under him, and when 
he could be induced to believe them to be 
actuated by motives of justice; but he was 
obstinate in the greatest degree if he once sus* 
pected their integrity. The court of Spain was 
so well convinced of the virtuous character of 
this nobleman, that in 1795 a royal order was 
issued inhibiting him from a residenciary inves- 
tigation at the expiration of his first government 
of Cusco : an honour which I believe was nevw 
conferred on any other governor in the Spanish 
colonies. 

The Oidor Don Felipe Fuertes Amar was 
remarkably timidi in fact he was a complete 
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Qoward, and this weakness brought him to the 
gallows, during a. commotion of the Indians in 
1810. 

The Fiscal Don Tomas Arrechaga was a 
native of Oruro, said to be the offspring of a 
friar of San Juan de Dios and a mestisa of 
Oruro. The Count Ruis took him when a boy 
under his protection, educated him, and brought 
him to Quito to establish him in the profession 
of the law, which he had studied. Arrechaga 
was brutal in his looks, his manners, and his 
actions ; he was possessed of all the subtle 
cruelty peculiar to the caste of chinos, which is 
a mixture of African and Indian blood : his 
mother was pf the latter race, and his father 
was not entirely exempt from the former. Ar- 
rechaga would have waded through the blood of 
his countrymen to secure promotion ; and from 
the first discovery of the country this had 
been too often the means of obtaining it. 

Don Manuel Arredonda was . the son of the 
Viceroy of Buenos Ayres, and nephew to the 
Regent of the Royal Audience of Lima ; he was 
in search of reputation, fame, and promotion — 
not in the cannon's mouth — no, for indeed he 
was the original fop described by Hotspur, he 
was effeminate, proud and cruel, the general 
qualifications of a coward soldier ; an, imperious 
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tyrant when in prosperity, but the most abject 
of all wretches when in adversity. 

The person chosen to convey to Santa F^ 
the whole of the proceso was Dr. San Miguel, a 
young advocate who had become the constant 
companion to Arrechag^. Not less than six 
reams of written paper formed the important 
charge, for the safety of which a piquet of horse 
was ordered to escort San Miguel as far as 
Pasto, lest some of the outlaws might surprize 
him on the road. The prisoners expected no 
favour at the' hands of the Viceroy, because he 
was the uncle of the Oidor Fuertes who had 
tried them. It was natural to suppose that he 
would not extend his mercy against what he 
would consider the justice of the law as ex- 
pounded by bis nephew; for, although it 
may appear very strange in England, that the 
inclinations of persons in such elevated situa- 
tions should be biassed by personal interest, this 
was too frequently the case in South America. 
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CHAPTER II. 

ftBOOnd Revolution at Quito Massacre of the Prisoners General Meeting" 

held Spanish Troops leave Qaito Revolution at Santa F6 

Arrival of Don Carlos Montufar at Quito Arredonda invades Quito # 

Arrives at Hnaranda...i..Flies firom Montnlar msrches towards Cneaesr 

Desists from attacking the City#..^.RetunistoQBito......My Appoint- 
ment to Esmeraldas Captnre and Escape General Montes enters 

<inito...<..Deaih of Montnfitf <Qnito taken by General Sncn. 

After the departure of San MigUel for Santa 
F^ many of the soldiers who had belonged to 
the insurgent army returned to the city, sup- 
posing that the prosecution bad closed ; but 
they were apprehended, and sent to the presidio. 
Several individuals also who came from different 
parts of the country were apprehended on 
suspicion, and, although they were liberated 
after examination, the alarm flew from one 
place to another, so that none would bring their 
produce to market, and a consequent dearth of 
provisions began to be experienced in the city. 
This, instead of producing conciliatory measures 
for procuring them, enraged the Spanish sol- 
dierS) who committed several depredations, and 
the injured individuals through fear abstained 
from complaining to the officers, or if they 
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ventured to do it, they were insulted with the 
epithets of rebels, insurgents, and traitors. 
Thus the evil increased daily till the second of 
August, 1810, when some of the soldiers con- 
fined in the presidio surprized the guard, and 
depriving them of their arms, and putting on 
their uniforms, ran to the barracks at one o'clock 
in the afternoon ; the disguise prevented all 
suspicion on their approach, and they succeeded 
in driving the sentry from his post at the door, 
and securing the officer of the guard : at this 
moment a bell was rung in the steeple of the 
cathedral, as an alarm : the officers who had 
just sat down to dinner in the palace rushed into 
the plasa mayor, and observing a considerable 
degree of commotion at the door of the barracks 
not fifty yards from that of the palace, the 
guard was ordered to fire on those at the bar- 
racks, which firing was returned by the oppo- 
iBite party. This lasted about ten minutes, 
when, all being silent, an officer ran to the bar- 
racks to inquire into the cause of the disturb- 
ance : on being informed of what had taken place, 
as well as that all was then safe, he returned 
-with the report to his commandant, Arredonda. 
Another officer was immediately sent to inquire 
into the state of the prisoners, and he as briefly 
jreturned with the news, that they were all 
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dead. Some had been shot during the uproar by 
the sentries placed over tbem» and many had 
been murdered by a zambo boy, one of the 
coo)cs to the soldiers^ who had entered their 
cells, and despatched them with an axe. Ter- 
ror and consternation for a moment were visible 
in the countenances of the president and 
officers, when, on a sudden, the Spanish soldiers 
rushed from the barracks into the streets, shout- 
ing revenge ! revenge ! our captain is murdered. 
Scarcely was the alarm given, when the infuri- 
ated soldiers abandoned their posts, and run^ 
ning up and down the streets, murdered every 
individual they met with, without distinction 
either of age or sex : the drums in different 
parts of the city beat an advance, and murder 
and pillage raged in this horrid manner till 
three o'clock, all the officers standing on the 
esplanade of the palace, without making any 
effort to check the massacre: at length, the 
soldiers having expended their stock of car- 
tridges began to return to the barracks, some 
of them so laden with plunder, that they had 
left their arms they knew not where. 

The number of prisoners confined in the 
cells, many of whom were secured with irons, 
and who fell a sacrifice to the insubordination of 
the soldiery, and the imbecility of the officers^ 
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was seveoty-two ; a clergyman of the name of 
Castelo» and an individual of the name of Ro- 
meroi were the only prisoners that escaped, and 
they saved their lives by feigning to be dead. 
Morales, Quiroga^ Riofrio, and Salinas perished; 
but to the memory of these, and their fellow 
sufferers, the government of Venezuela ordered 
a day of mourning to be kept annually ; thus 
paying to them the greatest possible respect ; 
they also afterwards determined to call tbem the 
martyrs of Quito. In the streets of Quito about 
three hundred individuals perished, including 
seven of the Spanish soldiers, who were killed 
by some Indian butchers, whom they had re*- 
peatedly insulted. Such was the fury displayed 
by the pacifying troops, that a party of them 
having met a captain in his uniform, who be- 
longed to the Guayaquil cavalry, a soldier seized 
the sword of his captain, and ran hini through 
the body with it, laying him weltering in his 
gore not fifty yards from the door of the bar- 
racks* 

No powers of language can describe the 
anxiety which this dreadful affair excited in the 
minds of the inhabitants, who, ignorant of the 
ori^n, considered it as -an unprovoked slaughter 
of their countrymen^ and consequently dreaded 
that it might be again repeated in the same 
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manner. Only five of the soldiers who left the 
presidio entered the barracks — ^had twenty en- 
tered, they would doubtlessly have succeeded 
in liberating the prisoners ; but these were 
murdered while those were engaged with the 
guard at the door. 

The streets of the city were entirely de* 
serted ; groups of people were scattered about 
on the neighbouring hills, looking wistfully at 
their apparently desolated town ; dead bodies 
were strewed about the streets and squares^ 
and all was horror and dismay. During the 
night the bodies of the prisoners were conveyed 
to the church of San Augstin, and those that 
were murdered in the streets, to the nearest 
churches. The two succeeding days, the third 
and the fourth of August, the inhabitants kept 
within their houses, and, except the soldiers, 
not an individual ventured into the streets. The 
jg^overnment now began to fear that the whole of 
the provinces would rise en masse ; and as the 
news of the revolution at Caracas, which took 
place on the nineteenth of April, 1810, had 
reached their ears, this, with their ignorance of 
what was passing in the mother country, except 
that Bonaparte had taken possession of Madrid, 
suggested to them an eflfort at reconciliation, 
but without in the least reflecting on their own 
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baseness and treachery, in having violated the 
conditions which had replaced the president in 
his authority, and thus branded themselves with 
the name which they most justly deserved, that 
of infames traidores, infamous traitors. 

On the fifth an order was published for the 
heads of all the corporate bodies, officers, and 
principal inhabitants to meet at the palace, and 
resolve on such means as were most likely to 
restore peace, tranquillity, and confidence to the 
country. Accordingly the persons who were 
summoned met ; the president took the chair, 
having the Bishop on his right, and Colonel 
Arredonda on his left, the Regent, oidores, 
fiscals, attorney-general, and other officers and 
persons of distinction took their seats. The 
president rose, and in very few words ex- 
pressed his sorrow for what had happened, and 
his sincere wish to restore peace and unanimity 
among the people. The Bishop in a short 
speech answered, that he was afraid such wishes 
would never be fulfilled, until those persons 
who had advised his Excellency to forget his 
promises made to the people were removed 
from that part of the country. Arrechaga rose 
and observed, that his lordship recriminated 
on his conduct ; to which the prelate replied, 
that years and dignity precluded any reciimi- 
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nation on Don Arrechaga from him. This de<- 
bate induced the president to request, that 
Arrechaga would leave the hall, which request 
was reluctantly complied with ; although suck 
a rebuff from the Bishop would only four days 
before that of the meeting have shewn him the 
way to a dungeon. 

Dr. Rodrigues, a secular priest, greatly 
revered for his wisdom and his virtue by all 
who knew him, rose from his seat, and, ad- 
vancing to the centre of the hall, delivered a 
most eloquent and animated speech, which 
lasted for more than an hour. He portrayed 
the character of the Quitenos in general, ex- 
plained the causes of the late revolution with 
evangelical charity, and dwelt on the fatal 
results with the truest symptoms of grief, in 
such a manner, that, not through sympathy 
but sensibility, conviction, shame, and remorse, 
the big tear flowed down the cheeks of 
his hearers. He concluded by repeating what 
his prelate had said, and ^dded further, that 
the people of Quito could no longer consi- 
der their lives and property secure, unless those 
individuals who had so lately forfeited their title 
of pacificators were removed from the country. 
" I allude,*' said he, '' to the officers and troops ; 
they have already made upwards of three bun* 
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dred unoffending, fdlow-creatures^ as faithful 
Christians and as loyal subject^ as themselves^ 
the peaceful tenants of the grave, and, if not 
stopped, in their career of slaughter, they will 
soon convert one of the most fruitful regions of 
the Spanish monarchy into a desert ; and future 
travellers, while execrating their memory, will 
exclaim, ^ here once stood Quito ! ' " 

Don .Manuel Arredonda, trembling for his 
personal safety, now rose. He observed, that 
he was fully convinced the government of Quito 
ought to rely on the loyalty of the Quitenos, and 
allow him to retire with the troops under his 
command. This was immediately agreed to, 
and the act of the meeting having been drawn 
up, was signed by the President, the Bishop, 
the Commander of the troops, and several other 
memibers. Preparations for the evacuation of 
the city immediately commenced, and the 
troops under the command of Arredonda began 
their march on the following morning, leaving 
the two hundred soldiers from Santa F6 and the 
government to the mercy of a populace driven 
almost to despair by their cruel and murderous 
conduct 

A few days after the departure of Arredonda 
and the soldiers. Dr. I^an Miguel returned from 
Santa F6, bringing tidings of an insurrection 
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having taken place in that city. It commenced on 
the twenty-third of July, 1810, the day b^ore the 
arrival of San Miguel with hie cargo of papers* 
When he presented himself before the new 
aiuthorities at Santa F^, he was commanded to 
repair to the plasa mayor with his papers, and 
here he was ordered to deliver them into the 
hands of the hangman, vrho immediBtely com* 
initted them to the flames. Thus a trial was 
concluded, which, perhaps, in point of infamous 
intrigue was unparalleled in any age or nation ; 
and had &e conductors of it suffered a similar 
fate at the same time, numbers of Americans 
'ivould have had just cause to have been satis* 
fied. The return of San Miguel only served to 
throw the government of Quito into greater 
consternation, and the citiisens who had lost their 
telatives or their iriends on the second of Au* 
gust into deeper sorrow. 

The insurrection* of Santa F^ was conducted, 
fike that of Quito, without any bloodshed ; the 
news of the commission conferred on Villavien- 
do by the central junta of Spain, to visit his 
native place, and to make any such alterations 
in Uie form of the government as might appear 
necessary for the preservation of the country, 
had arrived at Santa F6. The friends of this 
American willed to prepare a house for htii 
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reception ; ooe of them begged the loan of a 
chandelier of % Eluropean Spaj^iard^ who, cha- 
grined at the idea of ^ royal commission having 
been conierred on a colonist^ insulted the bor- 
rower; this conduct produced an altercation 
between the parties, a mob coUepted at the 
door, the Spaniard attempted to drive the people 
away with threats and insults, which at last 
produced a cry of Cabildo Abierto! an open 
meeting at the City Hall. Scarcely had the shout 
been re-echoed by the mob, when it was ex- 
tended to every part of tl}e city, and Cabildo 
Abierto became the watchword* Crowds of peor 
pie flodu^ to the plasa mayor, the doors of the 
town hall were thrown open, and several indir 
Tiduals, all natives, ranged themselves round 
the table. At thisjuncture some one advanced to 
the door, and asked the populace why they had 
collected in that manner, at this particular time ? 
Some one 9nsw%xeA,queremas gobiemo nuevo^uera 
Espanoksf We want a new government — out 
with the Spaniards ! Narinp was then sent to re- 
ipiestthe presence of the Viceroy Amar, as presi- 
dent of the meeting. "His excellency refused; a 
Moond message was sent, and met with the same 
refusal: thisconduct exasperated the people, and 
the cry of fuera Espanoles ! fuera chapetones ! 
again resounded from every quarter. A third 
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messenger waa shortly after sent to inform Don 
Antonio Amar, that his functions, with those of 
all European Spaniards in the government, had 
ceased. Amar now volunteered to go and pre- 
side at the meeting ; but he was told, that only 
his baston of command was requested ; this, 
after a little altercation, he delivered up. The 
new government took possession of jthe bar- 
racks, the park of artillery, and the govern- 
ment stores. The ex-viceroy and some of the 
ex.oidores were sent to Carthagena to be em- 
barked for Spain. In one day the change in 
the government was completed, and on the fol- 
lowing the people retired to their several homes 
and occupations in the most perfect order, after 
witnessing the public burning of the papers 
brought by San Miguel. 

In the month of September of the same 
year, Don Carlos Montufar, son to the out- 
lawed Marquis of Selva Alegre, who with several 
others had again presented himself publidy 
in Quito, arrived, bringing with him powers 
from the central junta of Spain, to establish 
such a government, or make such changes in 
the one existing, as might ensure the allegiance 
of the country to Ferdinand on his restoration. 
The joy which this arrival would have occasioned 
a short time before it took place was conside- 
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rably damped by the recollection of the second 
of August. However, to support, and as it were 
to exculpate the conduct of the government 
with respect to the treatment of the unfortunate 
victims who had perished on that day, Montufar 
and his friends determined on re-establishing the 
junta. A meeting was convened at the hall of 
the university, at which the Count Ruis pre- 
sided ; the commission conferred on Montufar 
was read, and the formation of a junta pro- 
posed, which was immediately agreed to. The 
Count Ruis was nominated president, and the 
Marquis of Selva Aiegre vice-president; the 
members for the city were elected by the five 
parishes, and those for the country by the 
parishes of the heads of the provinces. 

Don Carlos Montufisir, desirous of preserving 
tranquillity, and maintaining a good understand- 
ing with the Viceroy of Peru in particular, 
immediately forwarded to his Excellency Don 
Jose de Abascal his original commission ; but 
the innovation was so great, and the decrease 
of Spanish authority so alarming to the Viceroy, 
that he returned the papers with an assurance, 
that he ^* should exert himself in the support 
of his own authority, and that of all the faithful 
subjects of the crown of Spain." This impru- 
dent and ill-timed answer, accompanied by 
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ct knowledge of the present stat6 of affairs in 
Santa F6 asid Venezuela ; of the revolt of San 
Miguel and el Valle de los Dolores in ]l$exic<v 
which took place on the nineteenth of August ; 
of that of Buenos Ayres ofi the twenty^sixth 
of May, 1819 ; together with the condition 
of the m<^er country— distracted the atten- 
tion of the Spaniards, and first disseminated 
the whisper of Independence : a whisper which 
was confined to private conversations, and was 
heard only amcmg the higher classes. 

Colonel Arredonda and his troops wwe at 
first ordered to remain at Guayaquil; but <m 
the arrival of the news communicated by the 
newly-established government of Quito, be was 
commanded to invade the territory belonging to 
that jurisdiction, and to declare war against the 
iDiewly-estabhshed authorities, as being traitoup 
to the Crown of Spain* At the same time that 
Arredonda began his march, Montufar collected 
the armed force of Quito, began to discipline 
new troops, and proceeded with them to Rio- 
.bamba. Popayan and Paste, under the influenoe 
of Samano the governor of the former place, 
declared their adherence to the old gov.emment, 
land avowed their intention of invading Quito to 
the northward, while Arredonda should at- 
tempt the same to the southward. A few 
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* troops placed by Montu&r at Guaitara pre^ 
duded all tear with regard to Samano, and 
M<Hitufiir waited atKiobamba the advance of 
Arredonda* 

A sentinel placed at an advanced post at the 
Snsillada was alarmed early •one morning by a 
«ndden report, caused by the ice on ChimborasOi 
Which, when the rising sun first iflumes it, seme« 
tknes cnu^s with a tremendous report. Alarmed 
at what he heard, he abandoned his post, and 
communicated inteHigence of the approach of 
Montufeur with a train of artillery. Arredonda 
was now filled with the greatest possible con- 
sternation, and without waiting to inquire into 
Uie cause of the alarm, ot to investigate the 
report, he mounted his horse, and fled : the 
officers and soldiers followed the example 
Off their chief, and, leaving every thing behind 
them, placed (heir safety in their heels. Mon- 
tofar, being immediately apprised of what had 
passed at Hwiranda, Arredonda's late head 
-quarters, went and took possession of the 
abandoned stores, consistii^ of eight hundred 
ttuskets, six field-pieces, a quantity of ammu- 
-aition, the military chest, and all the public as 
weU as private property belonging to the tropais 
^paeificadoras. 

The «ity of Ouenca 4eclared its attachment 
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to the royal cause, as it now began to be called, 
in opposition to the insurgents, and Montufar, 
flushed with his good fortune at Huaranda, 
inarched towards that city ; the Bishop, Quin* 
tian Aponte, who with a crucifix in one hand 
and a sword in the other had marshalled the 
patives, and exhorted them with more than 
pastoral eloquence, fled on receiving advices 
that the insurgents were within ten leagues of 
the city, and left his flock at the mercy of the 
very man whom he had described the day be- 
fore as a ravenous wolf. 

In this state of affairs, when every thing 
seemed to promise success to the insurgents, a 
post arrived from Spain, bringing the news of 
the dissolution of the junta central, and the for- 
mation of a Regency and Cortes, and command- 
ing all his Majesty's faithful subjects to abjure 
the traitorous junta, and to take the oath of 
allegiance to the newly-constituted authorities. 
An order of the Regency commanded that every 
thing in the colonies should remain in the same 
state in which it might then be, until the Regency 
and the Cortes should decide. Carlos Montufar^ 
on the receipt of this intelligence, communi- 
cated to him by the Viceroy of Peru, answered 
his excellency, that as a loyal subject, and 
trusting that the conduct of his excellency 
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wotikl evihce equal loyalty and deftrtoce tA the 
aopreme order receired^ he should imme- 
diately retire to Quito with the troops mider Mn 
eommittd. 

A smaR detachmeM of soldiers cotttmiied 
en the heights of Ooaitara, and eVery Unng iti, 
Quito rematned tranquil imtil: the middle of 
Ifovember, when General Bfbliha arrived at 
Coenca, and, by the order of tBe Viceroy Abaff- 
eaK p^emptorily insisted 00 the dSssolutiba of 
lAfe junta, which was ot>jected to. Captaitt 
Yiilavieencio arrived from Guayaquil* to treat 
^ith the government on the proposal made by 
General M<^na» and sneh wa^ the spirit of 
party, and the dread of again beihg^ oppressed 
fey pacifying troops, that oh Ibe arrival of ViHa* 
fieeticio^ a woman, named SaHnas; a servant to 
Giaptaiii Spinas, tt'ho^ wa? murdered ott the 
second of August, collected a body of feinafef » 
whaarmckl themselves with lances, and escorted 
Yiilavieencio to the house prepared fbr him; 
irhere they remained oof guard llHI he quitted 
Ute etty. Nothing coufd te more ri dfect lo oa 
Aan the appearance of this naval here^ when h^ 
Itatd to attend the meeting of the jtinttf, masching^ 
lAong the street with an Amazonian guanf, 
^ompbsed of twenty -fiVe feicmtles wi(h Kainces, 
wfto eoridttcted him to and frote the haflf. 

VOL. III. o 
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During the time that Montufar was absent 
from the city with the troops, several popular 
commotions took place, particularly of the in- 
dians ; these were principally eixcited by a native 
of the name of Pena, who had had a son slain in 
the massacre of the second of August. During 
this time, the Oidor Fuertes and the post- 
master-general attempted to escape, with an 
intention of proceeding down the Maranon, but 
they were seized by the indians, brought back 
to Quito, and before the respectable part of 
the inhabitants could relieve them from the 
danger in which they were placed, the indians 
erected a temporary gibbet in the plasa mayor, 
and hanged them : being in the street myself, 
the indians seized me also, and were hurrying 
me along towards the place of execution, but I 
Y^as providentially rescued by the interference 
of an old clergyman, to whom I was known, 
and to whom I undoubtedly owe the preserva- 
tion of my existence. 

The adherence of Popayan and Paste to the 
Spanish governors precluded all communication 
between Quito and Santa F6, Venezuela, and 
other places. The junta determined to open a 
communication by the coast with Gali and Buga, 
and also with those parts of the country which 
had established the same form of government as 
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themselves. Owing to the knowledge which 
I had acquired of the Qpast, the title of gover- 
nor of Esmeraldas^ and military commander of 
the' coast/ with the rank of lieutenant-colonel 
of artillery was conferred on me; and on the 
fifth of December I left Quito with fifty soldiers, 
took' possession of my command, opened the 
communication, and secured the dep6t of arms 
belonging' to the Spaniards at Tumaco. 

During my residence on the coast of Esme- 
raldas, nothing particular occurred in the capital, 
except preparations for defence : General Mo- 
lina died at Cuenca, and the Bishop of Cuenca 
at Guayaquil. Aymerich, the governor of Po- 
payan, solicited a brig of war, which was 
sent by the governor of Guayaquil ; with this 
assistance Esmeraldas was invaded, aud I was 
taken prisoner in May, 1811; but with the 
permission of Captain Ramires I made my 
escape from the brig. Don Toribio Montes was 
appointed by the Regency president of Quito, 
and immediately took the command of the 
troops stationed at Guayaquil and Cuenca, and 
began his march on Quito. The president^ 
Count Ruis, retired rto a small convent in the 
suburbs of Quito ; but a popular commotion of 
the indians in the city occurred, a party of 
them went to the convent and dragged the vene- 
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aaUe.{;9qi jpld man into thB street, vliare ibfiij 
laiixd^red him. Montea hiul a few skiximahes 
wit^ Uie Quitenos ; but he eoteced the city, aB4 
f;auae4 si^veml oi the princqpal individuala wJm^ 
bad l»e^^ concemed in the late ti:aji8actiQii8 to 
be put ta death* Amoi^ these was Den Carloa 
Bi^njlittfar* who, being sentenced aa a traitoi^ 
waa^shpt tbropgh the back, his heart taken <mt 
and burnt Some of the indiaua who had beea 
the zingleaders in the death of the Coont Ruis 
were hanged, and their heads placed in iron 
cagea in different parts of the city, where they 
remained until taken down by wder of (General 
Sucre. 

From the year 1811 Quito continued ta be 
governed by the Spanish authorities, till May^ 
1822, when Qeneral Sucre entered by force of 
arms, and at that time it became a part of the 
republic of Colombia* 
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CHAPTER in. 

State of Uma ia l8!l.-...Ciiiut!tiitioa pitx^aimed .fiooM Bflbcts tiT...... 

Qh my arrival in lima I found the same spirit of 
xovolutionary principles disseminated among all 
minlpft of ^reolesr, oxceptiag some few individuals 
who possessed lucrative emj^oyments under the 
govemment The Viceroy Abascal endeavoured 
to check the spirit of rebellion by the mildest 
measures possible, avoiding all acts of persecu- 
tion; he established a regiment, called de la 
Cqnoor^, of concord, from the respectable 
inhfibitants of the city, constituted himself the 
colonel of it, and nominated the officers from 
among the more leading mdividuals, whether 
Spaniards or Creoles : this for a short time lulled 
the spirit of insurrection. The victory of Gua- 
qi)i» gained by General Goyoneche over the 
urmy of Buenos Ayres, was welcomed with 
leasts and rejoicings; but the scarcity of wheat, 
the ports of Chile being dosed, began to be 
very apparent 

lit 1812 the constitutional government was 
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proclaimed, and copies of the constitution of 
the Spanish monarchy were the only books that 
were read, consulted, and studied by all classes. 
The formation of a constitutional corporation, ca- 
bildo, and the election of constitutional alcaldes, 
caused some uproar in the city; butthemea- 
sures became alarming to the Spaniards when 
the election of deputies for the cortes took place. 
The Spahiards, accustomed to consider the na- 
tives as inferiors, and almost as intruders in 
their own country, had now to brook their con- 
tempt in return, to bear with their opposition, 
and sometimes with their reproaches. - The poll 
was conducted in the patio, or principal cloister 
of the convent of La Merced ; several collegians 
of San Carlos placed themselves on the hus- 
tings, and,' according to the Ley de PartidOy no 
native of Spain is permitted to reside in the 
colonies without a special license of the Casa 
de Contratacion of Seville, or in the employ of 
the government, and the latter were declared 
by the constitution, tit. 2, cap. i v. art. 24, to have 
no vote. Thus as no Spaniards in Lima could 
produce a license, or passport, they were -not 
allowed to vote ; and this excited in them the 
most frantic rage and chagrin. One Spaniard 
presented himself with his passport, and in- 
sultingly advanced towards the hustings to vote; 
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but one of the coUegiansy looking ovm the paper, 
found that the voter was a native of. the Canary 
Islands, which being African islands, and all 
Africans, or descend wts of Africans, being 
declared by art. 22, tit 2, cap. iv. of the constitu- 
tion, as not having an elective vote, unl^sthey 
had obtained a letter of deni;^eA9hip/rom' the 
cortes, he wpts obliged to retire amid the shouts 
of the Creoles, and the curses .against the cOrtes 
of the Spaniards. 

Nothing could possibly be more favourable 
to the colonies than the publication of a consti- 
tutional form of government, < and the libeirty of 
the press, as it was sanctioned by the cortes. 
The restrictions were such as would have pro- 
duced a clamour in England, but toaiskvean 
hour of rest is anhour of perfect freedom, and 
to men whose pens had been chained by politi- 
cal trammels and inquisitorial anathemas, a 
relief, from such restrictions^ was hailed as an 
absolute immunity. Those colonies that still 
remained faithful to the mother country had 
an opportunity of reading the periodical psipers, 
a thing unknown at this time, unless we except 
the government gazette; and although such 
pews as was unfavourable to the Spanish sys* 
tem did not appear in prints yet the barefaced 
falsehoods of the old ministerial paper were 
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d»cked ift ^tmt e«agg«r«tioM, by Ore ap^ 
peamee i^f aotlieQtk indeffigene^ io tEe ti«# 
papers, wad the pabtk were mformed of vnth 
&d» as had taken plaee : thej were appiised of 
tbe estabfisbment of republicw^ gorenmetrtxr in 
Mexico, Gblombia, BHenes Aytes, andChHe^ 
Ibets t&at would bave been disgof sed by the 
•Id established authorities^ and the peojdA 
would have been stigmatized by lite name of 
banditti, of discontented indians, a gang of 
trsstofs, or a horde of highwaymen attd free- 
booters. 

The inhabitaMB of Lima wished' for a change 
ia their fenn of government as ardently perhaps 
sfs those of any other part of America; and hr 
Mt hafviag established one, they have been 
eonsidered by laMty as a race of effeminate 
IsstlesB cowards^ and have been reported as 
wcb-'but most undeservedly. Although in a 
cause adverse to their own interest, fbr many 
years titey sustained the brunt of die war against 
all the forces that could be brought to die field 
by those whom they were (aught to consider 
as eseraies. Soldiers are instructed by the pr^ 
cepto and the examples of their commanders, and 
ravely refleet oo whatis right orwrotirg; otherwise 
history wooU net present as wftk such number* 
instances of armed ft>rces actiorg in open 
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hostility against their very homes, their friends, 
and their parents ; wherever a city is garrisoned 
by a military force, the inhabitants as well as 
the soldiers must submit to the will of the com- 
manders. Such was the state of Lima : many of 
the soldiers it is true were Limenos, but many 
were from diffei^nt parts of Peru, . and nearly 
the whole of the officers were Spaniards^ and 
those who were not wer6 under the suspicious * ^ 
eye of jealous masters. 

At fir&t, the several provinces that revolted, 
and which had established new governments, 
most solemnly declared, that it was not their 
intention to separate from the crown of Spain, 
but to govern themselves in such a manner as 
would secure to that crown the possession of Ame- 
rica. The Regency of Spain, however, invested 
with the authority to govern the peninsula, 
insisted on the prerogative of governing the 
American colonies, forgetting that the &mous 
grant of America made by Pope Alexander VI. 
annexed America to the crowns of Castile and 
Arragon, and not to the nation nor to any re- 
presentative body belonging to that nation. 
Every individual that was apprehended during 
the first years of commotion was treated as 
a traitor. At Quito the words ''constituted 
authorities" contained in the oath which was 

VOL. III. H 
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administend were conyertedinto hi^ troasoOg^ 
and there is no doubt but Arrechaga would have 
solicited the sentence pf capital punishment on 
all those who had taken it, had not their num- 
ber included many of his friends. 

Declarations of independence, and manifestos 
containing the motives for at once separating 
from the mother country, now hegoxx to circulate 
among the natives of Peru ; and although some 
of them contained exaggerations, and the govern- 
ment of lima became possessed of copies of 
them, yet such was the apathy or the tinudity 
of the chiefs, that no attempt at refutation was 
ever made. The following are translations of 
papers from Venezuela, which fully express all 
the grievances of which the Hispano- Americans 
complained. They were drawn up for the pur- 
pose of instilling into the minds of their coun^ 
trymen a determination to shtke off those 
grievances, and to convince the world at large 
that the insurrection of the Spanish colcmieshad 
become a matter of necessity and not of choice : 
'' Manifesto made to the world by the c<m* 
federation of Venezuela in South America, of 
the reasons on which it founds its absolute inde- 
pendence of Spain, and of every pther foreign 
power. Done by the general C!ongress of th« 
United States, and ordered to be published. 
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^'Spaoish America, cofudemned for more 
tban three centuries to exist only for the pur- 
pose of increasing the political preponderance 
of Spain^ without the least influence in, or par« 
ticipation of her greatness^ would, according 
to the order of events in which she had no 
other part than that of sufferance, have been 
the victim and the sacrifice of the disorder^ 
corruption, and conquest, which have disor* 
ganized the nation her conqueror, if the instinct 
of self-preservation had not dictated to the 
Americans, that the moment of action had 
arrived, and that it was time to reap the 
fruits of three centuries of patience and for- 
bearance. 

*' If the discovery of the new world was to 
the human race an occurrence highly interesting, 
the regeneration of this same world, degraded 
from that period by oppression and servitude, 
will not be less so. America, raising herself 
from the dust, and throwing off her chains with- 
out passing through the political gradations of 
oilier countries, vrill in her turn triumph over 
the world, without deluging it in blood, with- 
out enslaving it, without brutifying it A re- 
volution most useful to mankind will be that of 
America, when she shall constitute her own 
authorities and govern herself, opening her 
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arms to receive those people of Europe who 
may be trampled on by policy, wish to fly bom 
the evils of war, or escape the persecution and 
the fury of party. The inhabitants . of one he- 
misphere will then cross the ocean to the other 
in search of peace and tranquillity ; not with 
the lust nor perfidy of conquest, like the heroes of 
the sixteenth century — as friends, not as tyrants : 
as men willing to obey, not as lords to command 
— not to destroy, but to save — ^not as ravenous 
tigers, but as human beings, who, horror-struck 
at the account of our past misfortvnes, were 
taught to estimate them by their own — ^who will 
not convert their reason into a spirit of blind 
persecution, nor wish to stain our annals with 
blood and misery. Then shall navigation, geo- 
graphy, astronomy, industry, and trade per- 
fected by the discovery of America, though 
until now the source of her debasement, be 
converted into the means of accelerating, 
consolidating, and making more perfect the 
happiness of the two worlds. 

''This is not a flattering dream, but the 
homage of reason to prudence, whose ineiiisible 
wisdom designed that one part of the human 
race should not groan under the tyranny, of 
another ; consequently, the great fiat of what 
should precede the dissolution of the world 
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feould not take place before one part of its 
inkabitants had enjoyed their inherent rights. 
Every thing has long been preparing for this 
epoch of felicity and consolation. In Europe 
the shock and the fermentation of opinions^ the 
contempt and the inversion of the laws ; the 
pro&nation of those bonds which ought to have 
held states together ; the luxury of courts, the 
cessation of industry, the consequent unpro- 
ductiveness of lands, the oppression of virtue, 
and the triumph of vice accelerated the' progress 
of evil in one world, while the increase of 
population in America, of the wants of foreign 
countries dependent on her, the develdpment 
of agriculture in a new and fertile soil, the 
germ of industry under a beneficent climate, 
the elements of science under a privileged or- 
ganization, die means of a rich and proisperous 
trade, and the strength of a political adoles- 
cence, all, all contributed to accelerate the 
progress of good in die other. 

''Such was the advantageous alternative 
that enslaved America presented to her mistress, 
Spain, on the other side of the ocean, when 
oppressed by the weight of every evil, and 
undermined by every principle destructive to 
society, America called upon her to ease her of 
her chains that she might fly to her succonr. 
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Fortunately prejudice triumphed, the genius of 
eyil and disorder seized on the govemncieat, 
goaded pride usurped the seat of prudence ; 
ambition triumphed over liberality, and substi^ 
tuting deceit and perfidy for generosity and 
integrity, those very arms were turned against 
us which we ourselves used when impelled by 
fidelity and good faith ; we taught Spain herself 
the way to resist her enemies, under the banners 
of a presuming king, unfit to reign, and void 
of all title except the generous compassion of 
the people and his own misfortunes. 

" Venezuela was the first in the new world 
to pledge to Spain that generous aid which she 
considered as a necessary homage ; Venezuela 
was the first to pour the consoling balm of 
friendship and fraternity into her wounds when 
afflicted ; Venezuela was the first that knew the 
disorders which threatened the destruction of 
Spain; she was the first to provide for her own 
safety, wiUiout severing the bonds that linked 
her to the mother country ; the first to feel the 
effects of her ambitious ingratitude ; she was the 
first on whom war was declared by her brethren ; 
and she is now the first to recover and declare 
her independence and civil dignity in the new 
world. In order to justify this measure of ne- 
cessity and of justice, she considers it an in* 
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cumbeot 4tity to present to th^ umverse tb^ 
ceasoQs which have urged her to the same, that 
her honour and principles m^y not be doubted^ 
l»or endangered when she comes to fiU the high, 
rank which Providence restores her to. 

^' All those persons who are aware of our 
determinations know what was pur fate previous 
to the late inversion of things, which alone dis« 
solved our eng^ements with Spain, even grant-» 
ing that these were legal and equitable. It 
would be superfluous to present again to impar<> 
tial Europe the^ misfortunes and venations she 
has so often had cause to lament, at a time 
when we were not allowed to do so ; neither ia 
it necessary to assert the injustice of our de-r 
pendance and degradation, when every nation haa 
viewed as an insult to political equity, that 
Spam unpeopled, <^orrupted, and plunged into 
It state pf sloth and indolence by the measured 
of a despotic government, should have exelu* 
mely usurped from the industry and activity 
of the rest of the continent, the precious and 
incalculable resources of a world constituted in 
the fief and monopoly of a small portion of the 
«tber. 

'« The interest of Europe cannot oppose the 
liberty of one quarter of the globe, ¥rhich now 
discovers itself to the interest of the other 
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three ; yet a mere peninsula is found to oppose 
the interests of its government to those of its 
nation, in order to raise the old hemisphere 
against the new one» since the impossibility of 
oppressing it alone for any longer period is now 
visible. In opposition to these endeavours, 
more fatal to our tranquillity than to our pro- 
8perity> we will disclose to the world the causes 
which operated on our conduct on the fifteenth 
of July, 1808, and the acts that have wrested 
from us the resolutions of tlie nineteenth of 
April, 1810, and of the fifth of July, 1811. 
These three epochs vnll form the first period of 
the glories of regenerated Venezuela, when the 
impartial pen of history shall record the first 
lines of the political existence of South America. 
'* Our manifests and public papers testified 
almost all the reasons that influenced our reso- 
lutions, as well as our designs, and all the just 
and decorous means that were employed to realiise 
them ; it might be supposed that an exact and 
impartial comparison of our conduct with that 
of the late governments of Spain would of 
itself suffice to justify not.only our moderation, 
not only our measures of security, not only oar 
independence, but also even the declaration of 
an irreconcilable enmity to those who di- 
rectly or indirectly have contributed to the 
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unnatural system now adopted against U9. No-' 
thing in truth should we have to do if good 
faith had been the spring of action, used by 
the partisans of oppression against liberty ; but^ 
as the last analysis of our misfortunes, we can- 
not extricate ourselves from the condition of 
slaves without being branded with the disgrace* 
ful epithets of ungrateful rebels. Let those 
therefore listen and judge us who have no part 
in our misfortunes^ and who are now desirous 
of having none in our disputes, in order not to 
augment the prejudices of our enemies^ and let 
them not lose sight of the solemn act of our 
just; necessary, and modest emancipation. 

'' Caracas was apprised of the scandalous 
scenes which took place at the Escurial and 
Aranjues at a time when she was already con- 
vinced of what were her rights, and the state 
HI which they were placed by those extraordinary 
occurrences ; but the habit of obedience on the 
one hand, the apathy that despotism had pro- 
duced on the other, and in fine our fidelity and 
good faith, were at that moment paramount to 
every other feeling. After the communication 
of Murat, the kingly substitute of Joseph Bona- 
parte, had reached the capital of the monarchy, 
the authorities did not even hesitate respecting 
the reception of it, the people only thought of 
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beiDg faithful, consistent, and generous, with* 
out premeditating on the evils to which this 
noble and gallant conduct would expose them. 
Without any other view than that of honour, 
Venezuela refused to follow the opinions. of the^ 
leading characters in Madrid, some of whom, 
in support of the. orders of the French Regent 
of the kingdom, exacted of us the oath of alle- 
giance to the new king ; others declared and 
published that Spain had received a new ex- 
istence since her old authorities abandoned her, 
since the cession made by the Bourbons and 
the entrance of the new dynasty ; that they 
had recovered their absolute independence and 
liberty, and that they offered the same alluring 
terms to the Americans, who by the same means 
might procure the same rights. But the first 
step we took for our own security convinced the 
junta central that there was something in us 
besides habits and prejudices, and they began 
to change their tune respecting liberalit}' and 
sincerity ; they perfidiously adopted the talis*- 
man Ferdinand at first practised in good Mth ; 
they suppressed, but with cunning and suavity,, 
the plain and legal project of Caracas in 1808. 
to form a junta, and to imitate the representa- 
tive system of the governments of Spain ; and 
they began to set up a new species of despotism. 
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tinder the factitious name of a king, acknow- 
ledged only from a principle of generosity, and 
destined to oppress and tyrannise us by those 
who had usurped the sovereignty. 

'' New governors and judges initiated in the 
new system projected by Spain against America, 
decided in the support of it at our expense, 
and provided with instructions for even the last 
political change which might occur in the other 
hemisphere, were the consequences reisulting 
from the surprize that our unparalleled and 
unexpected generosity caused to the central 
junta. Ambiguity, artifice, and disorder were the 
springs employed to keep in motion this short- 
lived administration : as they saw their empire 
exposed and tottering, they wished to gain in 
one day what had enriched their ancestors for 
many years ; and as their authority was backed 
by that of their parasites, all their endeavours 
were directed to the support of each other 
under the shadow of our illusion and good 
faith. No statute or law against these plans 
was eflective ; and every measure that favour- 
ed the new system of political freemasonry 
was to have the force of law, however, opposed 
it might be to the principle of equity and 
justice. After the declaration of the Captain- 
general Emparan made to the audiencia^ that in 
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Caracas there was no other law nor will but 
bis own, and this fully demonstrated in several 
arbitrary acts and excesses, such as placing on 
the bench of the judg^ the King's accuser*ge- 
neral; intercepting and opening the papers 
sent by Don Pedro Gonsales Ortega to the 
central] junta; expulsing from the provinces 
this same public functionary, as well as the 
captain, Don Francisco Rodrigues, and the 
assessorof the consulate, Don MiguelJose Sanz^ 
who were all embarked for Cadiz or Porto Rico, 
as well as sentencing to labour in the public 
works without any previous form of trial a con- 
siderable number of men, who were dragged 
from their homes under the epithet of vagrants ; 
revoking and suspending the resolutions of the 
royal audience, when they were according to 
his caprice and absolute will, after naming a 
recorder without the consent of the corpora- 
tion ; creating and causing the assessor to be 
received without either title or authority for the 
same, after he had supported his pride and 
his ignorance in every excess; after many 
scandalous disputes between the audience and 
the corporation, and after all the law characters 
had been reconciled to the plan of these des- 
pots, in order that these might be more inex- 
pugnable to us, it was agreed to organize and 
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carry into effect the project of espionage and 
duplicity. 

''Of all this there remaios authentic teBtimoDy 
IB our archives, notwithstanding the vigilance 
with which these were exaouaed by the friends 
of the late authorities : there exists in Cuenca 
aa order of the Spanish government to excite 
4iscord among the nobles and among the differ- 
ent branches of American families. There are 
besides many written and well-known docu- 
ments of corruption, gambling, and libertinism 
promoted by Guevara, fidr the purpose of de- 
morali^ng the country ; and no one can ever 
forget the collusions and subomings publicly 
used by the judges, and proved in the act of 
their residencia. 

'' Under these auspices the defeats and mis- 
fortunes of the Spanish armies were concealed. 
Pompous and imaginary triumphs over the 
French on the peninsula were forged and an- 
nounced ; the streets were ordered to be illumi* 
Dated, gunpowder was wasted in salutes, the 
bells announced the rejoicings, and religion 
was prostituted by the chanting Te Deums and 
other public acts, as if to insult Providence, 
and invoke a perpetuity of the evils we groaned 
under. In order to allow us no time to analyze 
our own fate, or discover the snares laid for 
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U8^ conspiracies were invented, parties and 
factions were forged in the imagination of our 
oppressors, every one was calumniated who did 
not consent to be initiated in the mysteries of 
perfidy ; fleets and emissaries from France were 
figured as being on our seas, and residing 
among us ; our correspondence with the neigh- 
bouring colonies was circumscribed and res* 
tricted; our trade received new fetters, and 
the whole was for the purpose of keeping us in 
a state of continual agitation, that we might not 
fix our attention on our own situation and 
interests. 

'' When bur forbearance was once alai*med, 
and our vigilance awakened, we began to lose 
all confidence in the governments of Spain and 
their agents ; through the veil of their intrigues 
and machinations we perceived the horrid fiitu- 
rity that awaited us; the genius of truth, ele- 
vated above the dense atmosphere of oppression 
and calumny, pointed out to us with the finger 
of impartiality the true fate of Spain, the dis- 
orders of her governments, the unavailing 
energy of her inhabitants, the formidable power 
of her enemies, and the groundless hopes of 
her salvation. Shut up in our ovni houses, 
surrounded by spies, threatened with infamy 
and banishment, scarcely daring to bewail our 
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own situaUpn^ or eveii secretly to complain 
against our vigilant and cunning enemies; the 
consonance of our blinded sighs exhaled in the 
moments of the most galling oppression, at 
length gave uniformity to our sentiments and 
united our opinions. Shut up within the walls 
of our own houses, and debarred from all com* 
munication with our fellow-citizens, there was 
scarcely an . individual in Caracas who did not 
think that the moment of being for ever free, or 
of sanctioning irrevocably a new and horrid 
slavery, had arrived. 

" Every day discovered more and more the 
nullity of the acts of Bayonne, the invalidity of 
the rights of Ferdinand, and of all the Bourbons 
who were privy to the arrangements ; the igno* 
miny with which they delivered up as slaves 
those who had placed them on the throne in 
opposition tO; the house of Austria; the con- 
nivance of the head functionaries in Spain to 
the plans of the new dynasty ; the fate that 
these same plans prepared for America, and the 
necessity of forming some resolution that might 
shield the n^w world from the calamities which 
from its relations with the old were about to 
visit it All saw their treasures buried in the 
unfathomable disorders of the peninsula ; they 
wept for the blood of Americans spilt in defence 
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of the enemies of America, ia order to supporf 
the shtrery of their own country. Netwith- 
8tanding the vigilance of the tyrairts, all saw the 
Tery interior of Spain, where they beheld ne^ 
flung bat disorder, corruption, factions, imsK 
fortunes, defeats, treacheries, dispersed armies, 
whole provinces in the hands of the enemy and 
their disciplined troops, and at the head of all 
a weak and tumultuary government formed out 
of such rare elements. 

'' Dismay was die general and uniform im- 
pression observed in the countenances of the 
people of Venezuela by the agents of oppres- 
sion sent from Spain to support at any faazanl 
the in£Bmu)08 cause of their constituents ; a word 
might cause proscription^ or a discourse banish- 
ment to the author ; and every attempt to do is 
America what was done in Spain, if it did not 
shed the blood of the Americans, it was at least 
sufficient to occasion the ruin, infamy, and deso- 
btion of many families, as may be seen by the act 
of proscription of several officers and citizens of 
rank and probity, decreed on the twentieth 
of March, 1810, by Eroparan.^ Such a mis- 
calculation could not fail to produce or mnltiply 
the convulsions, to augment the popular reaction. 
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to pfepare the combustible, and diepose it la 
mch a maDner that the least sqpark would kindle 
it, and create a blaze that would consume, and 
eren efiace every vestige of so hard and me^ 
lancholy a condition. Spain needy and almost 
desolate, her fate dependent on the generosity 
cyf America, and almost in the act of being 
blotted out from the list of nations, appeal^ 
as if transported ba6k to the sixteenth or seven^ 
teenth centuries, she again began to conquer 
An^rica with arms more destructive than iron 
or lead ; every day gave birth to some new 
proof of the fate that> awaited us, a fate that 
would place us in the sad alternative of being 
sold to a foreign power, or obliged to groan for 
ever under a fresh and irrevocable bondage, 
whilst we alone were expectant on the happ3f* 
moment that might bring our opinions into ac'- 
tion, and join us in such a manner that we could 
express them, and support them. 

*' Amidst the sighs and imprecations of ge- 
neral despair, the entrance of the French in 
Andalusia, the dissolution of the central junta 
brought aboirt by the effects of public execra- 
tion, and the abortive institution of another pro- 
tean government, under the name of regency, 
reached our earft« This was announced under 
ideas more liberal, and on perceiving the efforts 
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of the Americans to avail themselves of the 
opportunity which the vices and nullities of so 
strange a government presented to them^ they 
endeavoured to strengthen the illusion by bril« 
liant promises^ by theories barren of reform^ 
and by announcing to us that our fate was no 
lodger in the hands of viceroys, ministers, or 
governors ; at the same time that all their agents 
received the strictest orders to watch over our 
conduct, and even over our opinions, and not 
to suffer these to exceed the limits traced by 
the eloquence that gilded the chains forged in 
the captious and cunning promise of emancipa* 
tion. 

" At any other period this would have suf- 
ficed to deceive the Americans, but the junta 
*of Seville, as well as the central junta, had 
already gone too far in order to remove the 
bandage from our eyes, and what was then 
combined, meditated, and polished to subject 
us again with phrases and hyperboles, only 
served to redouble our vigilance, to collect our 
opinions, and to establish a firm and unshaken 
resolution to perish rather than remain any 
longer the victims of cabal and perfidy* The 
eve of that day on which our religion celebrates 
the most august mystery of the redemption of 
the human race, was that designated by Provi* 
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dence to be the commencement of the political 
redemption of America. On Holy Thursday, 
April nineteenth, 1810, the colossus of despot* 
ism was thrown down in Venezuela, the empire 
of law proclaimed, and the tyrants expelled 
with all the suavity, moderation, and tranquil* 
lity that they themselves have confessed, so 
much so in fact, as to have filled with admira*- 
tion of, and friendship for us the rest of the 
impartial world. 

" All sensible persons would have'supposed 
that a nation recovering its rights, and freeing 
itself from its. oppressors, would in its blind 
fury have broken down every barrier that might 
place it directly or indirectly within the reach 
of the influence of those very governments that 
liad hitherto caused its misfortunes, and its op^ 
pression. Venezuela, faithful to her promises, 
did no more than ensure her own security in 
order to comply with them, and if with one 
strong and generous hand she deposed the au- 
thors of her misery and her slavery, with the 
other she placed the name of Ferdinaud VIL 
at the head of her new government, swore to 
maintain his rights, promised to acknowledge 
the unity and integrity of the Spanish nation, 
opened her arms to her European brethren, 
offered them an asylum in their misfortunes and 
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ealftmitie*, e^ally hat^ the enemjies of tk« 
Spaniflh name, solicited the generous alliance of 
England, and prepared to take her share of the 
success or misfortunes of the nation from whom 
she could and ought to be separated. 

^' But it was not this that the regency ex* 
acted of us, when it declared us free in its 
theories, it subjected ue( px practice to a small 
and insignificant repres(3ntation, believing that 
those to whom it considered nothing was due» 
would be content to receive whatever was 
granted to. them by their mastery* Under so 
liberal a calculation the regen^^y wsb desirous 
of keeping up the iUupipn, to pay us with 
words, promises, and inscriptions for our long 
slavery, and for the 1;»lood and treasure we had 
expended in Spain. We were fully awar^ how 
little we had to expect from the policy and in- 
trusive agents of Ferdinand, we were not igno* 
rant that if we were not to be dependent on 
viceroys, ministers, and governors, with greater 
reason we could not be subject to a king, a 
captive and without the rights of authority; nor 
to a government null and illegitimate, nor to a 
nation incapable of holding sway over another, 
nor to a peninsular comer of Europe, almost 
wholly occupied by a foreign force. Neverthe* 
less, desirous of effecting our own freedom by 
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the tteafis oi geaerosity, modenttioQ, aad civic 
virtues^ we acknowledged the imaginary rights 
of the son of Maria Louisa, we respected the 
misfortunes of the nation, and officially an- 
nounced to the regency that we disowned, that 
we promised not to separate from Spain so long 
as she maintained a legal government, established 
according to the will of the nation, and in which 
America had that part given to her, required 
by justice, necessity, and the political impor 
tance of her territory* 

** If three hundred years of former servitude 
do not suffice to authorize our emancipation, 
there has been sufficient cause in the conduct 
of the governments which arrogated to them* 
selves the sovereignty of a conquered nation, 
which never could have any property in Ame- 
rica declared an integral part of the same, 
whilst they attempted to involve it in conquest. 
If the govemcMTs of Spain had been paid by her 
enemies, they could hot have done more against 
the felicity of the nation, bound in its close 
finion and correspondence with America. With 
the greatest contempt of our importance, and 
of the justice of our claims when they could 
•not deny us the appearance of a representation, 
they subjected it to the despotic influence of 
their agents, over our municipalities, to whom 



> ' 



. * Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



7d TRAVELS IN 

the election was committed ; and whilst Spain 
allowed even for the provinces in possession of 
the French, the Canaries and Balearic islands^ 
one representative for each 50,000 souls, freely 
elected by these, in America a 1,000,000 
scarcely sufficed to have the right of one repre- 
sentative, named by the Viceroy or captain^ 
general, under the signature of the munici^ 
'pality. 

/* At the same time that we, strong in the 
right of our own justice and the moderation of 
our proceedings, hoped that if the reasons we 
alleged to the regency to convince them of the 
necessity of our resolution did not triumph, at 
least that the generous disposition with which 
we promised not to become the enemy of our 
oppressed and unfortunate brethren would be 
fiuccessful, dispositions which the new govem*- 
ment of Caracas was desirous should not be 
limited to barren promises ; and the unpreju- 
diced and impartial world will know, that 
Venezuela has passed the time which intervened 
between April 19th, 1810, to July 6th, 1811, in 
a bitter and painful alternative of acts of ingra«- 
titude, insults, and hostilities on the part of 
Spain; and of generosity, modesty, and for- 
bearance on ours. This period is the most 
interesting of th^ history of our revolution, so 
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mu^h SO, that its events present a contrast so 
favourable to our cause, that it cannot have 
failed to gain over for us the impartial decision 
of those nations that have no interest in dispar* 
aging our efforts. 

. '' Previous to the result of our political trans^ 
formation, we received daily new motives suf* 
ficiently strong for each to have caused us ta 
{io what we have now done, after three cen- 
turies of misery and degradation. In every 
vessel that arrived from Spain^new agents with 
fresh instructions .came to strengthen those 
who supported the cause of ambition and per* 
fidy. For the very same ends, those Europeans 
who wished to return to Spain, and assist in 
the warfigainst the French, received a refusal 
to their request On the tenth of April, 1810, 
the schools were ordered to be closed, to the 
end, that under the pretence of attending solely 
to the war, both Spain and America might be 
sunk deeper into a state of ignorance. It was 
also ordained^ that rights and rewards should 
be forgotten, and that we should do nothing 
but send to Spain our money, our men, pro- 
visions, productions, submissions, and obedi- 
ence. 

'^The public press teemed with nothing but 
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triumphs and yictories^ with donations and 
acknowledgmeiMs wrested from the people, as 
yet uninformed of our resolution ; and under 
the most severe threats of punishment, a poli- 
tical inquisition with all its horrors was estab- 
lished against those who should read, possess, 
or receive papers, not only foreign but even 
Spanish that were not issued at the manufactory 
of the regency. Contrary to the very orders 
of the self-constituted sovereignty, previously 
issued to deceive us, every bound was over-^ 
leaped in the re-election of ultramarine func- 
tionaries, whose only merit consisted in swear- 
ing to maintain the system contrived by the 
regency. In the most scandalous and barefaced 
manner, that order which &voured our trade 
and encouraged our agriculture was annulled, 
condemned to the flames, and its authors and 
promoters proscribed. Every kind of aid was 
expected of us ; but we were never informed 
of its destination, inversion, and expenditure. 
In contempt of even a shadow of public faith, 
and without any exception whatever, all epis- 
tolary correspondence from these countries was 
ordered to be opened, an excess unheard of 
even under the despotism of Godoy, and only 
adopted to make the espionage over America 
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more tyrannical. In. fine, the plans laid for the 
purpose of perpetuating our bondage now began 
to be practically realized. 

'' In the mean time, Venezuela, free, and 
mistress of herself, thought of nothing less 
than imitating the detestable conduct of the 
regency and its agents : content with having 
secured her fate against the ambition of an in- 
trusive and illegitima^te authority, and shielded 
it against the blackest and most complicated 
plans, was satisfied with shewing by positive 
acts her desire for peace, friendship, corres- 
pondence, and co-operation with her European 
brethren. . Ail those of this class who were 
among us, as such were considered, and two- 
thirds of the political, civil, and military em- 
ployments, both of the high and middle classes, 
remained or were placed in the hands of Eu- 
ropeans without any precaution, but with a 
sincerity and good faith that nearly proved 
fatal to our own interests. 

'' Our treasures were generously opened to 
our enemies, that they might enjoy every con- 
venience and profusion in their passage from 
our country : the captains of the packets. Gar- 
men, Fortuna, and Araucana were received into 
our ports, and assisted with money to enable 
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them to proceed on their voyage, and falfl 
their respective commissioiiB, and even the 
insolence and crimes of the captain of the For- 
tana were referred to tiie judgment of the- 
Spanish government. Notwithstanding the 
junta of government of Caracas made manifest 
the motives of precaution ^Hbich obliged tibem 
not to expose the public funds which were des-* 
tined to recover the nation, to the veracity of 
govenuneiit they allowed and exhorted the 
people to be generous, and nse their fortunes 
according to the impulse of their own sensi- 
bility, by publishing in the public papers the 
mournful statement of the regency, in which 
was portrayed the agonizing state of the na- 
tion, with the view to solicit our aid, and the 
same time that they represented it, through the 
medium of their public prints, as vigorous, 
organized, and triumphant; but these were 
destined to deceive us. The commissioners of 
the regency sent to Quito,* Santa F6, and Peru 
were hospitably received, treated as friends, and 
their pecuniary wants supplied to their own 
satisfaction. But we lose time in thus analyzing 
the dark and cunning conduct of our enemies, 
as all their endeavours have not sufficed to 
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warp the imperious and triumphing impression 
of ours. 

** The arrogant mandataries of our country 
, were not, however, the only pers(ms authorized 
to support the horrid plans of their constituents; 
the same uniform and universal mission was 
brought out by all those who inundated Ame* 
rica from the sad and ominous reigns of the 
junta of Seville, the central junta, and the 
regency, and under the system of political 
freemasonry, founded on the Machiavelic pact; 
they ail accorded in mutually substituting, re- 
placing, and assisting each other in the com- 
bined plans against the felicity and political 
existence of the new world* The island of 
Puerto Rico was immediately made the haunt 
of all die agents of the regency ; the place of 
equipment for all the expeditions; the head 
quarters of all the anti- American forces ; the 
workshop of all the impostors, calumnies, tri- 
umphs and threats of the regents ; the refuge of 
all the wicked; the rendezvous of a new gang 
of bucaniers, in order that there might not be 
wanting any of the calamities of the sixteenth 
century in the new conqueM of America in the 
nineteenth. The Americans of P uerto Rico, 
oppressed by die bayonets,cannons, fetters, and 
gibbets which surrounded the bashaw Melendes 
and his satellites, had to add to their own 
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misfortunes the painful necessity of contributing 
to ours. Such was the fate of the Americans ; 
condemned not only to be galley-slaves, but to 
be the drivers of each other. 

" The conduct observed by Spain to Ameri- 
ca is harder and more insulting than that which 
she appears to exercise towards France. It is 
well known that part of the dynasty, still re- 
sisted by part of the nation, has had decided 
partizans in many of those who considered 
themselves the first national dignitaries, for 
their rank, offices, talents, and knowledge; 
among these may be counted Morla, Azanza, 
Ofarrill, Urquijo, Masarredo, and many others 
of every class and profession ; but still there 
has not appeared one of those who so much 
desire the liberty of independence and regene- 
ration of the peninsula, that has raised his 
voice in favour of the American provinces. 
These, therefore, adopting the same principles 
of fidelity and national integrity, have of their 
own accord been ambitious of preserving them- 
selves independent of such intrusive, illegiti- 
mate, weak, and tumultuary governments, as 
have been all those that have hitherto called 
themselves the agents of the king, or represen- 
tatives of the nation. It is vexing to see so 
much liberality, so much civism, and so much 
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disinterest in the cortes with regard to dis^ 
organized, exhausted/ and nearly conquered 
Spain, and full of so much meanness, suspicion, 
prejudice and pride; towards America; tran- 
quil, faithful, generous, decided to asisist her 
brethren, when she alone can give reality, at 
least in the most essential point, to the theore->' 
tical and brilliant plans which make the Spanish 
Congress so arrogant. How many treasons^ 
murders, assassinations, perfidies and.convul* 
sions have appeared in Spain ; theise have passed 
by as the inseparable misfortunes of circum* 
stances; yet not one of the provinces that sur- 
rendered, or was attached to the French do- 
mination, has been treated like Venezuela ; their 
conduct must however have been analyzed, amt 
characterised according to reasons, motives; 
and circumstances that dictated it; this must 
have been judged in conformity to the rights of 
war, and the sentinients of the nation must 
have been pronounced according to the state-^* 
ments laid before it, but not one of them haa 
yet been declared traitorous, in open rebellion; 
and unnaturalized as was Venezuela ; for none 
of them has been created a public commissioif 
of diplomatic mutineers, to arm Spaniard against 
Spaniard, to fan the flame of civil war, and to 
bum and annihilate all that cannot be held in 
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the name of Ferdinand VII* America alone i» 
condemned to endure the nntil now unheard of 
condition of being warred upon, destroyed, or 
enslaved with the very means of assistance 
which she destined for the liberty and common 
felicity of the natiim of which she was led to 
believe for a few moments that she constituted 
a part. 

• ''It appears that the independence of America 
creates more irritation to Spain, than the fo- 
reign oppression that threatens her, for against 
her are in preference employed measures that 
have not even been adopted against the very 
provinces that have proclaimed the new king. 
The incendiary and turbulent talent of a minis- 
ter of the council of Indies could not have a more 
dignified employment than that of again con- 
quering Venezuela with die same arms as those 
of die Alfingers and the Welzers, those first 
tyrants of Venezuela, authorized by Gharies V., 
and the promoters of civil war amongst her 
primitive inhabitants, now re-assumed in the 
name of a king placed on the throne against the 
pretensions of the family of him who let out 
diese provinces to the Grerman factors. Under 
diis name of Ferdinand all the sluices of ini- 
quity are opened upon us, and the horrors of 
oonquest are renewed, die remembrance of 
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which we had generously endeavoured to blot 
out from the memory of our posterity ; under 
this name we are treated with more seyerity 
than those who abandoned it before we did; 
and under this name it is attempted to continue 
the system of Spanish domination in America^ 
which has been looked upon as a political phe-» 
nomenoB even in the times of the reality, eaergy 
and vigour of the Spanish monarchy. And can 
there be found any law that obliges us to pre- 
serve it, and to suffer in its name the torrent of 
distresses heaped upon us by those who call 
themselves the agents of the peninsula ? By 
their means this very name obtained the trea- 
sures, the obedience, and acknowledgments of 
America, and by. means of their flagitious ccm- 
duct afterwards, in the exercise of their powers^ 
the name of Ferdinand has lost every consider- 
ation amongst us, and consequently we ought 
to abandon it for ever. £r qua persona quis 
ktcrum capita ^us factum pmstare tenetur, 

** The tyrant of Borrigum (primitive name, 
of Puerto Rico) not content with constituting 
himself a sovereign, to declare war s^ainst us, 
apd with msulting and calumniating us in his 
flimsy, mean, and self-flattering papers; not 
satisfied with creating himself the gratuit<yus 
gaol-keeper of the emissaries of peace, and 
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confederation sent to him by bis comrade Mi-- 
gares from the castle of Zapdras de Maracaibo; 
because they overturned the plans he had re* 
ceived, and accepted from the regency and 
the new king of Spain, in exchange for the cap- 
tain-generalship of Venezuela, purchased at a 
cheap rate of the regents ; not considering such 
superior, merit sufficiently rewarded with the 
honour of faithfully serving his king; in the most 
barefaced manner plundered upwards of a hun- 
dred thousand dollars from the public funds 
belonging to Caracas, that had been embarked 
in the ship Ferdinand VIL in order to purchase 
stores and military clothing in London, where 
the insurance was effected ; and in order that 
his insult might be the more complete, he alleged 
that the Spanish government might waste and 
misapply them, that England might appropriate 
them to herself, disowning our resolution, so 
that in no place they could, or ought to be more 
secure than in his hands, negociated by means 
of his partners in trade, as in fact they were in 
Philadelphia, adding that an account should be 
given in when Puerto Rico had conquered Vene- 
zuela, when the latter should deliver herself up 
to the regency, or when Ferdinand VII. should 
return to reign in Spain. Such it appears were 
the periods that the governor of Puerto Rico 
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ijnposed upon hkoself to render an account of 
90 atrocious. and scandalous a depredation ; -but 
tbisr is not all that this worthy agent of the re- 
gency has done in &vour of the designs of his 
constituents. 

'^ Notwithstanding so much insult, robbery, 
and ingratitude, Venezuela maintained her re-> 
solution, not to ?ary the principles she had 
traced out for her conduct ; the sublime act of 
her national representation was prodaimed in 
the name of Ferdinand Vlf.; und^ his phan^ 
tasmagorieal authority all the acts of our govern^ 
ment and administration were maintained, 
though they required no other origin than the 
people who had constituted them. By the laws 
and regulations of Spain a horrible and sangui* 
nary gang of European conspirators! were tried, 
and these laws were mercifully infringed to save 
their Hv^s, in order that the. philanthropic me- 
mory of our revolution might not be stained 
with the blood of our brethren, although th^y 
were pei^dious. Under the name of Ferdinand, 
and through the interposition of the bonds of 
fraternity and patriotism, endeavours were used 
to inform and reduce the imperious mandataries 
of Goto and Maracaibo, who kept separated 
from our interests our brethren of the west ; 
under the auspices of reciprocal interests, we 
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triumphed over the oppressive acts of Barcelona, 
and under the same we will conquer Guayana, 
twice snatched from our confederation, as was 
Maracaibo, against the general wishes of its 
inhabitants. 

*' It would appear as if nothing now remained 
to be done to secure a reconciliation with Spain, 
or the entire and absolute separation of Ame- 
rica, equally as ruinous and calamitous to the 
one, as it was ungratefully despised by the 
other party; but Venezuela was desirous oi 
draining every means left within her reach, in 
order that justice and necessity should leave 
her no other alternative than that of total inde- 
pendence, which ought to have been declared 
on the fifteenth of July, 1808, or on the nine- 
teenth of April, 1810. After appealing to sen- 
sibility and not to vengeance, in the horrid 
scenes that took place at Quito, Pose, and La 
Pas; after beholding our own cause supported 
by the uniformity of opinions in Buenos Ayres^ 
Santa F^, the Floridas, Mexico, Guatemala, 
and Chile ; after obtaining an indirect guarantee 
on the part of England ; after having our con- 
duct applauded by impartial individuals in 
Europe ; after seeing the same principles tri-f 
umph from the Orinoco to the Magdalena, and 
from Cape Codero to the Andes ; we have still 
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to endure fresh insults, before we fly to the 
extreme of breaking vdth our brethren for ever. 
** Caracas, without having done more than 
imitate the conduct of many of the provinces of 
Spain, and practised the rights that the regency 
declared to appertain to America ; without hav-* 
ing had in this conduct other designs than those 
inspired by the necessity of not being involved 
in an unknown fate, and to relieve the regents 
from attending to the government of countries 
as remote as they are extensive, at the same 
time they protested to attend to nothing but the 
expulsion of the French from Spain ; without 
having rent her unity and political integrity with 
Spain ; without having disowned as was possi- 
ble and proper the lame rights of Ferdinand ; 
the regency, far from applauding on the right of 
convenience, if not of generosity, so just, modest 
and necessary a resolution, and without even 
answering or submitting to the judgment of the 
nation our complaints and our claims : Caracas 
is declared in a state of war, her inhabitants 
are proclaimed rebels and unnaturalized, every 
communication with her brethren is cut oS% 
England is deprived of her trade, the excesses of 
Melendes are approved of, and he is authorized 
tocommit whatever the malignity of his heart 
may suggest to him, however opposed to reason 
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and to jiistice ; all this is proved by the order of 
the fourth of September, 1810, unparalleled for 
its enormity even among the despots of Con* 
Mantinople or Indostan ; and not to deviate in 
tfaB least from the plots t>f the conquest, a new 
encamendero is sent out, «nder the title of a pa- 
cificator, (pacificador) who with more preroga- 
tives than conquerors and settlers themselves, 
was to fix his residence in Puerto Rico, and 
thence to threaten, rob, pirate, promise, de- 
ceive, excite civil disturbances, and all in the 
name of the beloved Fedrdiaand VIL 

^' Till then the progress of the system of 
mibversion, anarchy, Eand depredation, which 
the regency proposed to itself on hearing of the 
movements of Caracas, had been but idow; now 
the principal fears of civil war being transferred 
nearer to us, die subaltern agents acquired 
more strength, the flames of passion were in- 
creased, as well as the efibrts of the parties 
guided by the directions oif Cortavarria and 
Melendes. Hence originated the ince&diary 
energy acquired by the ephemeral sedition of 
the west ; hence tiie flame of discord, newly 
formed by My ares, rendered vain and arrogant 
by the imaginary and promised captain-general- 
ship of Venezuela ; hence the American blood 
spilled in spite of ourselves on the plains of 
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Ooro ; h^ice the robberies and assassinations 
eomitiitted on our coasts by the commissioned 
pirates of the regency ; hence that miserable 
blockade, intended to reduce and disaffect our 
settlements on the coast;, hence the insults 
committed on the English flag ; hence the falling 
off of our trade ; hence ihe conspiracies of the 
valleys of Aragua and Cumand ; hence thehor* 
rid perfidy in Guayana; and the insulting 
transportation of its leading characters to the 
Moorish dungeons of Puerto Rico — dungeons 
constructed like those of Tunis and Algiers ; 
hence the generous and impartial offices of re- 
conciliation sincerely interposed by a represen* 
tative* of the British government in the Antilles, 
and rejected by the pseudo pacificator ; hence, 
m fine, all the evils, all the atrocities, and all 
the crimes which are and ever will be attached 
to the names of Cortavarria and Melendes in 
Venezuela, and which have impelled her go- 
veromectt to exceed what was proposed when 
it took upon itsedf the fate of those who faociored 
it with their confidence. 

*^The mission of Cortavarria in the nine- 
teenth century, and die state of Spain which 
decreed it, compared with America, against 

• Adnind Sir Aknndflr Cocfarane. 
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whom it is directed, evinces to what an extent 
the illusion of ambition blinds those who found 
all the origin of their authority on the depravity 
of the people. This act alone sufficed to au- 
thorize our conduct. The spirit of Charles V., 
the memory of Cortes and Pizarro, and the 
names of Montesuma and Atahualpa, are in- 
voluntarily reproduced in our imagination, when 
we see the adelantados, the pesqtasadores, and the 
encomenderos, officers peculiar to the first settle- 
ment of America, renewed in a country which, 
having suffered three centuries of sacrifice and 
debasement, had promised to continue fidthful 
on the only condition of being free, in order 
that accidents of slavery might not tarnish the 
merit of fidelity. The scandalous plenitude of 
power conferred on a man who is authorised by 
an intrusive and illegitimate government, under 
the insulting name of pacificator, to tyrannize 
and plunder, and to crown the vexation, that he 
might pardon a noble, generous, tranquil, inno- 
cent people, who were masters of their own 
rights, could only be credited in the impotent 
delirium of a government that tyrannizes over a 
disorganized nation, stunned by the fury of the 
tempest that reaches her; but as the evils of 
this disorder^ and the abuses of such an usurp- 
ation might be considered as not derived from 
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Ferdinand, already acknowledged in Venezuela, 
at the time that he was unable to prevent such 
accumulated insults, such excesses, and so 
much violence, committed in his name, we con- 
sider it necessary to retrace the origin of these 
rights, that we may descant on the nullity and 
invalidity of our generous oath, by which we 
acknowledged him conditionally.; notwithstand- 
ing, we have in spite of ourselves to violate the 
spontaneous silence we had imposed upon our- 
selves respecting every thing that occurred 
prior to the affairs at the Escurial and 
Aranjues. 

'' The fact, that America does not belong to 
the territory of Spain is self-evident, and it is 
equally evident that the right which the Bour- 
bons justly or unjustly exercised over it, and 
notwithstanding this was hereditary, yet it 
could not be disposed of without the consent of 
the people, and particularly of those of America, 
who, on the election between the French and 
Austrian dynasties, might have acted in the 
seventeenth century as they now have done in 
the nineteenth. The bull of Alexander VI., and 
the titles which the house of Austria alleged in 
the American code had no other origin than the 
rig^t of power and conquest, partially ceded to 
the conquerors and to the settlers for their 
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assistance rendered to the crown in extending 
its dominion in America. Without taking into 
consideraticMi the scanty population of tiie 
country, the extermination of the natives, and 
the emigration which the self-called mother 
country sustained; it appears that whai the 
fury of conquest had ceased— 4vhen the thirst 
for gold was satisfied — ^when the continued 
equilibrium was declared in farourof Spain, by 
the advantageous acquisition of America — ^the 
feudal government destroyed and rooted out 
from the time of the Bourbons in Spain, and 
every right extinct that did not originate in th« 
new concessions or commands pf the prince, 
the ccHiquerors and the settlers then became 
absolved of theirs. As soon as the faultiness 
and invalidity of the rights which the Bourbons 
have arrogated to themselves are demonstrated, 
the titles by which the American descendants 
of the conquerors possessed these countries re* 
vive — not to the detriment of the natives and 
primitive proprietors, but to equalize them in 
the enjoyment of liberty, property, and inde- 
pendence, which they always held by a right 
stronger than that of the Bourbons or any other 
person or persons to whom they may have ceded 
America, without the consent of its natural 
owners, the Americans. 
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^ That America does not belong to the ter* 
ritory of Spain is a principle of natural, and ^ 
law of positive right. No title just or unjust 
which exists of Ainerican slavery can belong 
to the Spaniards of Europe, and all the libera- 
lity of Alexander VL could only declare the 
Austrian kings promoters of the faith, in order 
to find out for them a preternatural right by 
which to make them lords of America. Neither 
the pre-eminence of the parent state, nor the 
prerpgative of the mother country, could at any 
time constitute the origin of lordship on the 
part of Spain. The first was lost the moment 
the monarch who was acknowledged by the 
Americans left his country and renounced his 
rights ; and the second never was more than a 
scandalous abuse of words, as great as that of 
calling our slavery felicity ; that of calling the 
fiscals protectors of the indians ; and that of 
saying that the sons of Americans were divested 
of every right and civil dignity* . By the mere* 
act of even passing from one country to another 
to settle in it, those who do noi leave their 
homes acquire no property, nor do they expose 
themselves to the hardships of emigration. 
Those who conquer and obtain possession of a 
country by means r of their labour, industryi» 
cultivation, and connection with the natives 
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thweof, are the indiriduals who have a right of 
preference in preserving it, which right they 
transmit to their posterity bom therein ; for if 
the country where one is bom possessed the 
origin of sovereignty, or gave the right of ac- 
quisition, the general wiU of nations, and the 
fate of the human mce,. would then be riveted 
to the soil, as are the trees^ mountains, rivers, 
and lakes. * 

'' Neither could it ever be considered as a 
title of property to one part of a nation, the 
other having gone to another country to settle 
jn it ; for by such a right Spain would belong to 
the PtuBnicians, or their descendants, or to the 
Carthagenians, wherever these may be found ; 
even the whole of the nations of Europe would 
have to change their abodes to make room for 
and re-establish so singular a territorial right ; 
home would then become as precarious as are 
the wants and caprices of men. The .moral 
abuse of the maternity of Spain, with regard to 
America is still more insignificant, for it is well 
known that in the natural order of things, it, is 
the duty of the father to emancipate the son, 
so soon as his minority expire, and he is able to 
use his strength and reason in providing for his 
subsistence ; and also that it is the duty of the 
son to emancipate himself, whenever the craelty 
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or extravagance of the father or tutor endanger 
his welfare^ or expose his patrimony to become 
the prey of a miser^ or an usurper. Undei 
these principles let a comparison be made of 
the three hundred years of our filiation to Spain; 
and eyeh when it is proved^ that she was our 
mother, it still remains t6 be proved that we 
are yet her minors or pupils. 

'' At any period when Spain has entertained 
any doubt of the rights of the Bourbons, or of 
any other dynasty, the only source, and that 
not a very clear one, of the Spanish dominion 
in America, it would appear that the Americans 
were excluded from alleging any reasons that 
might destroy such claims, though doubtful from 
their very origin ; but as Venezuela may here- 
after be reproached for the conditional oath by 
which the representative body that now declares 
its absolute independence of any foreign power 
previously acknowledged Ferdinand VII., the 
same august body feels anxious that no room 
should be left for scruples of conscience, for 
the illusions of ignorance, and for the malice 
of wounded ambition, whereby to discredit, 
calumniate, and weaken a resolution, taken with 
such maturity and deliberation as best suited 
its magnitude and importance. 

''It is well known, that the promissory bath 
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in question is no more than an accessory bond, 
which always pre-supposes the validity and 
legitimacy of the contract ratified by the same. 
When in the contract there is no defect that 
may render it null and illegitimate, it is then that 
we invoke God by an oath, believing that he 
will not refuse to witness it, and guarantee the 
fulfilment of our promises, because the obliga- 
tion to comply with them is founded on an 
evident maxim of the natural law instituted by 
the divine author. God can at no time guaran- 
tee any contract that is not binding in the 
natural order of things, nor can it be supposed 
that he will accept any contract opposed to 
those very laws which he himself has established 
for the fehcity of the human race. It would 
be insulting his wisdom to believe that he 
would listen to our vows when we implore his 
divine concurrence to a contract that is opposed 
to our own liberty, the only origin of the right 
of our actions— such a supposition would 
inculcate an idea that God had an interest in 
multiplying our duties by means of such agree- 
ments, to the prejudice of our national liberty. 
Even in case the oath could add any new obli- 
gation to that of the contract thereby confirmed, 
the nullity of the one would consequently 
be inseparable from the nullity of the other ; 
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aad if« he who violates a sworn contract be 
criminal, and worthy of punishment, it is be- 
cause he has violated good faith, the only bond 
of society, without the perjury being more 
concerned than to increase the crime, and to 
aggravate the punishment. That national law 
which binds us to fulfil our promises, and that 
divine one which forbids us to invoke the name 
of God in vain, do not in any manner alter the 
obligation contracted under the simultaneous 
and inseparable effects of both laws, so that 
the infraction of the one supposes the infraction 
of the other. For our good we call on God to 
witness our promises, and when we believe that 
he can guarantee them, and avenge their viola- 
tion, it is only because the contract has nothing 
in itself that can render it invalid, illicit, un- 
worthy of or contrary to the eternal justice of 
the Supreme. Arbiter to whom we submit it 
It is according to these principles that we are to 
analyze the conditional oath by which the con- 
gress of Venezuela has promised to preserve the 
rights legally held by Ferdinand VII., without 
attributing to it any other which, being contrary 
to the liberty of the people, would conse- 
quently invalidate the contract, and annul the 
oath. 

" We have seen that the people of Venezuela, 
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impelled by the government of Spain, became 
insensible of the circumstances that rendered 
the tolerated rights of Ferdinand void, in conse- 
quence of the transactions of the Escurial and 
Aranjues, as well as those of all his house, by 
the cessions and abdications made at Bayonne ; 
and from the demonstration of this truth, fol^ 
lows, as a corollary, the inyalidity of an oath, 
which, besides being conditional, could not 
subsist beyond the contract to which it was 
added as an accessory bond. To preserve the 
right of Ferdinand was all that Caracas pro- 
mised on the nineteenth of April, at a time 
when she was ignorant that he had lost them-^ 
JwHcio caret juramentunif incantum Div. tarn. 22, 
p. 80y art. S. Si vera sit quidem posibik^fitri ; 
sedjkrinon debeat, vel quid est perse malum, vel 
quia est bom impeditivum, tunc juramento deest 
justitia, et idea turn est servandum. Quest, cit. 
art 7. Even if Ferdinand retained them 
with regard to Spain, it remains to be proved, 
whether by virtue of the same he was authorized 
to cede America to another dynasty, without 
the concurrence of her own consent. The 
accounts which Venezuela, in spite of the op- 
pression and cunning of the intrusive govern*- 
ment, was enabled to obtain of the conduct of 
the Bourbons, and the Settal effects that it was 
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Ukely to. entail on America, have constituted a 
body of irrefragable proofs, evincing that as 
Ferdinand no longer retained any rights, the 
preservation of which Venezuela promised, aa 
well as the oath by which she confirmed this 
promise, consequently are, and ought to be 
cancelled — Jurabis in veritate, et mjudicio, ei in 
jwticia. From the first part of the position, the 
nullity of the second becomes a legitimate con^ 
sequence. 

''But neither the Escurial, Aranjues, nor 
Bayonne were the first theatres of the transac- 
tions which deprived the Bourbons of their 
rights to America. By the treaty of Basil, made 
July fifteenth, 1796, (by which Godoy obtained 
the title of Prince of the Peace), and in the court 
of Spain the fundamental laws of the Spanish do^ 
minion were broken. Charles IV., contrary to 
one of them (RecopiL de Indias, law 1. tit. L) 
ceded the island of Santa Domingo to France^ 
and disposed of Louisiana to the same foreign 
power, which unequalled and scandafous infract 
tioas authorised the Americans, against whom 
they were committed, as well as the whole of 
the Colombian people, to separate from the 
obedience, and lay aside the oath by which 
they had bound themselves to the crown of 
Castile, in like manner as they were entitled lo 
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protest against the imminent danger which 
threatened the integrity of the monarchy iii 
both worlds, by the introduction of French 
troops into Spain previous to the transactions at 
Bayonne, invited no doubt by one of the Bour- 
bon factions, in order to usurp the national 
sovereignty in favour of an intruder, a foreigner, 
or a traitor ; but as these events are prior to the 
period that we have fixed on for our discussion, 
we will return to those which have authorised 
our conduct since the year 1808. 

** Every one is aware of the occurrences 
that took place at the Escurial in 1807^ hut per- 
haps all are not acquainted with the natural 
results of those events. It is not our intention 
to enter here into the discovery of the origin of 
the discord that existed in the family of Charles 
IV.; let England and France attribute it to 
themselves, both governments have their ac- 
cusers and their defenders ; neither is it to our 
purpose to i otice the marriage agieed on be- 
tween Ferdinand and the daughter-in-law of 
Napoleon, the peace of Tilsit, the conference 
at Erfuhrt, the secret treaty at St. Clcud, and 
the emigration of the house of Bragansa to the 
Brasils. What most materially concerns us is, 
that by the transactions of the Escurial, Fer- 
dinand VII. was declared a traitor to his father 
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Charles IV. A hundred pens and a hundred 
presses published at the same time in both 
worlds his perfidy, and the pardon which at 
his prayer was. granted to him by his father ; 
but thi» pardon, as an attribute of the sovereignty 
and of paternal authority, only absolved the son 
from corporal punishment ; the^ king his father 
had no power to free him from the infamy and 
inability which the constitutional laws of Spain 
impose on the traitor, not only to prevent him 
from obtaining the royal dignity, but even the 
lowest office of civil employment ; Ferdinand 
therefore never could be a lawful king of Spain, 
or of the Indies. 

** To this condition the heir of the crown re-^ 
mained reduced till the month of March, 1808^ 
when while the court was at Aranjues, the pro- 
ject that was frustrated at the Escurial was 
converted into insurrection, and open mutiny, 
by the friends of Ferdinand. The public exas- 
peration against the ministry of Godoy served 
as a pretext to the faction of Ferdinand, and as 
an indirect plea to convert to the good of the 
nation what was perhaps allotted to other de- 
signs. The fact of using force against his father, 
instead of supplication and convincing argu- 
ments ; his having excited the people to mutiny ; 
his having assembled the mob in front of the 

VOL. III. o 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC ~ 



98 TBAV£L8 Of 

palace, in order to take it by surprise, to insult 
the minister, and force the king to abdicate hi» 
crown, which, far from giving Ferdinand any 
title to it, tended to increase his crime, to ag- 
gravate his treachery, and to comjdete his ina- 
bility to ascend the throne, vacated by violence, 
perfidy, and faction. Charles IV., outraged, 
disobeyed, and threatened, had no other alterna- 
tive suitable to his decorum, and favourable to 
his vengeance, than to emigrate to France to 
implore the protection of Bonaparte, in favour 
his ofiended royal dignity. Under the nullity 
of the abdication of Aranjues, and contrary to 
the will of the people of Spain, all the Bour* 
bons assembled at Bayonne, preferring their 
personal resentments to the safety of the nation^ 
The emperor of the French availed himself of 
this opportunity, and having under his controul, 
and within his influence the whole family of 
Ferdinand, and several of &e first Spanish dig- 
nitaries, as well as many substitutes for deputies 
in the cortes, he obliged Ferdinand to restore 
the crown to his father, and then the latter to 
cede it to him, the emperor, in order that he 
might afterwards confer it on his brother Joseph* 
''When the emissaries of the new King 
reached Caracas, Venezuela was ignorant or 
knew but partially what had happened. The 
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innocence of Ferdinand, compared to the inso* 
lence and despotism of the fiEtyourite, Grodoy, 
directed the conduct of Yenezaela when the 
local authorities wavered on the fifteenth of 
July, 1808; and being left to choose between 
the alternative of delivering himself up to a 
foreign power, or of remaining fiBdthfiil to a 
king who appeared to be unfortunate and per* 
secuted — Ae ignorance of what had occurred — 
triumphed over the interests of die country, 
and Ferdinand was acknowledged, under the 
belief, that by this means, the unity of the 
iiation being maintained^ she would be saved 
from the oppression that threatened her, and 
the king ransomed, of whose virtues, wisdom^ 
and rights we were falsely prepossessed. But 
less was requisite on the part of those who relied 
on our good faith to oppress us. Ferdmaad, 
disqualified, and unable legally to obtain the 
crown-previously announced by the leaders 
of Spain as dispossessed of his right of sue- 
cessi<mr^ineapable of governing in America, 
and held in bondage by a foreign power-^from 
tbat time became by illusion a legitimate but 
unfortunate prince. As many as had the 
audacity to call themselves his self-created heirs 
and representatives became as such, and 
taking advantage of the innate fidelity of the 
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Spaniards of both worlds^ and forming tliein<< 
selves into intrusive governments^ they appro*- 
priated to themselves the sovereignty of the 
people, under the name of a chimerical king^ 
began to exercise new tyrannies^ and, in a word, 
the commercial junta of Cadiz sought to extend 
her controul over the whole of Spanish Ame* 
rica. 

** Such have been the antecedents and con- 
sequences of an oath, which, dictated by can«- 
dour and generosity, and conditionally main- 
tained by good fiedth, is now arrayed against us, 
in order to perpetuate those evils which the 
dear-bought experience of three years has 
proved to be inseparable to so fatal and ruinous 
an engagement Taught as we are by a series of 
evils^ insults, hard^ips, and ingratitude, during 
the interval of from the fifteenth of July, 1808, 
to the fifth of July, 1811, and such as we have 
already manifested, it became full time that we 
should abandon it, as a talisman invented by 
ignorance, and adopted by a misguided fidelity^ 
as from its first existence it has constantly 
heaped upon us all the evils that accompany an 
ambiguous state of suspicion and discord. The 
rights of Ferdinand, and the legitimate repre- 
sentation of them on the part of the intrusive 
governments of Spain on the one side, demoib^ 
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strations of compaBsion and gratitude ob tiie 
other, have heea the two £Btvoiuite springs altei^ 
nately played on to support our ilhision, to 
decrease our aubsteuice, to prolong our degrada* 
tion, to multiply our evils, and ignominiously 
to prepare us to receive that passive fate pre* 
pared for us by those who have dealt with us 
BO kindly for three centuries. Ferdinand VIL 
is the universal watch-word for tyranny, as well 
in Spain as in America. 

" No sooner was that vigilant and suspicious 
fear, produced among us by the contradictory 
acts and artificious falsehoods of the strange 
and short-lived governments which have suc- 
ceeded one another since, the junta of Seville, 
made known to these governments, than they 
recurred to a system of apparent liberality 
towards us, in order to cover with flowers the 
very snare we had not perceived while covered 
by the veil of candour, which was at length 
rent asunder by mistrust For this purpose of 
deceit^^ere accelerated, and tumultuously as* 
sembled, the cortes, so wished for by thenation, 
and opposed by the commercial government of 
Cadiz, but which were at length considered as 
necessary to restrain the torrent of liberty and 
justice, which on every side burst the wounds 
3of oppression and iniquity in the new world ; it 
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was even still supposed that the habit of obedi* 
euce, sabmission, and dependence, would be 
in us superior to the conviction which at so 
high a price we had just obtained. 

'* It is most strange by what kind of decep* 
tion, fatal to Spain, it has been believed, that 
the one part of a nation which crosses the ocean, 
or is bom under the tropics, acquires a habit 
united to servitude, and incapable of bending 
to the habits of liberty. The effects of this 
strong-rooted prejudice, as notorious to the world 
as they are fatal, were at length converted into 
the welfare of America. Without it Spain would 
perhaps not have lost the rank she held as a na* 
tion, and America in obtaining this blessing 
would have had to pass through the bittw or- 
deal of a civil war, more ominous to its promo* 
ters than to ourselves. 

** Our public papers have already sufficiently 
demonstrated the defects under which the cortes 
laboured respecting America, and the measures 
as illegal as insulting adopted by that body to 
give us a representation which we could not bat 
object to, even though we were, as die regency 
had loudly boasted us to be, integral parts of 
Ihe nation, and had no other complaints to 
allege against their government than the scan- 
dalous usurpation of our rights at a moment 
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when they most required our 9Sd. They bave, 
no doubt, been informed of the reasonings we 
used with their perfidious envoy, Montenegro, 
at a time that the jformer missions being frus- 
trated, the great shipments of newi^apers filled 
with triumphs, reforms, heroic acts, and lament^ 
atioas, being rendered useless; and the inefficacy 
of blockades, pacificators, squadrons and ex^ 
peditions, made known ; it was thought conve-^ 
nient to dazzle the selMove of the Americans, 
by seating near to die throne of the cortes de* 
puties whom we had never named^ and who 
could not be chosen our substitutes by those 
who created them such, in the same manner as 
they did others for the provinces in possession 
of the French, submitting to, and alleging them- 
selves content under their domination. In case 
this puerile measure of the prolific genius of 
S^paifi should not produce a due effect, the envoy 
(and for this purpose an Americati, a native of 
Caracas, was selected) was ordered, that ja 
case the energy of the country, now called re- 
]>ellion, shcmld prevail against fraternity, (the 
suune given to perfidy), he was to add fuel to 
the flame already kindled in Coro and Maracaibo, 
and that discord, again raising her serpent head, 
might lead the herald of the cortes by the hand 
under the banner of rebellion through those 
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deceived districts of Venezuela that had not 
been able to triumph over their oppressing 
tyrants. 

^^ Stratagems and artifices were repeatedly 
forged» in order that duplicity and cunning 
might prepare the road for the sanguinary armies 
of the chiefs of Goro» Maracaibo^ and Puerto 
Rico ; and when the cortes were convinced that 
the conduct of Ferdinand, his bonds of affinity 
with the emperor of the French, and his in* 
fluence over all the Bourbons already placed 
under his tutelage, began to weaken the insidi* 
ous impressions, which fidelity, sustained by 
Slusion, had produced in the Americana; pre* 
ventatives were employed to stop the flame 
already kindled, and limit it to what was yet 
necessary for their vast compUcated and dark 
designs* For this purpose was written the elo* 
quent manifest which the cortes^ on the ninth 
of January directed against America, worded 
in a stile worthy of a better object ; but under 
the brilliancy of diction the dark side of the 
argument, designed to deceive,^ was discovered* 
Fearing that we should be the first to protest 
against the whole of these nullities, they began 
to calculate on what was already known^ not to 
risk what was yet hidden. The misfortunes of 
Ferdinand were the pretexts that had obtained 
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for his pseudo-representatives the treasures^ 
submission, and slavery of America ; and Fer- 
dinand seduced, deceived, and prostituted to 
the designs of the emperor of the French, is 
now the last resource to which they fly to ex- 
tinguish the flames of liberty which Venezuela 
had kindled in the south continent.^ We have 
discovered and published the true spirit of the 
manifest in question, reduced to the following 
reasoning, which may be considered as an ex- 
act commentary : — 'America is threatened with 
becoming the victim of a foreign power, or of 
continuing to be our slave ; but in order to re- 
cover her rights, and to throw off all dependency 
whatever, she has considered it necessary not 
violently to break the bonds that held her to 
this country. Ferdinand has been the signal of 
reunion which the new world had adopted, and 
we have followed; he is suspected of con- 
nivance with the emperor of the French, and 
if we give ourselves up blindly to him, we 
afford the Americans a pretext for believing us 
still his representatives ; and as these designs 
already begin to be understood in some parts 
of America, let us previously manifest our in- 
tention not to acknowledge Ferdinand, except 
under certain conditions ; these will never be 

carried into effect,. and whilst Ferdinand neither 
VOL, in. p 
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in fact nor right is our king, we shall reign over 
America, the country we so much covet, which 
although so difficult to preserve in slavery, will 
not then so easily slip through our fingers/ 
Soch are the expressions illustrative of the opi- 
nions of Spaniards, agitated in the cortes, re- 
specting the allegiance to Ferdinand. 

'' The above brilliant appearance of liberality 
is now the real and visible spring of the com- 
plicated machine destined to excite and stir up 
commotions in America ; at the same time that 
within the walls of the cortes justice towards us. 
is overlooked, our efforts are eluded, our reso- 
lutions are contemned, our enemies are sup- 
ported, the voioes of our imaginary representa- 
tives are suppressed, the inquisition is renewed 
against them, when the liberty of the press is 
proclaimed) and it is controversially discussed 
whether theregency could or could not declare 
us free, and one integral part of the nation*. 
When an American, worthy of that name, speaks 
against the. abuses of the regency in Puerto: 
Rico, endeavours are made to silence his just> 
energetic, and imperious daims, that distin- 
guish him from the slaves of despotism, and by 
means of a short, cunning, and insignificant de*- 
cree, they strive to avoid the conflict of justice 
against iniquity. Melendes, named by the 
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regency king of Puerto Rico, is by a decree 
of the cortes left with the equivalent investiture 
of a governor, names synonymous in America, 
because it now appeared too monstrous to have 
two kings in a small island of the Spanish An^ 
tilles. Cortavarria only v^s capable of eluding 
the effects of a decree dictated merely by a mo* 
mentary fit of decency. It happened that when 
the investiture, granted by the regency to Me- 
lendes was declared iniquitous, arbitrary, and 
t3nrannical, and a revocation was extended to 
all the countries of America, then situated as 
was Puerto Rico, nothing was said of the pie* 
nipotentiary Cortavarria, authorized by the same 
regency against Venezuela, with powers the 
most uncommon and scandalous ever registered 
in the annals of organized despotism. 

*' After this decree of the cortes the effects 
of discord promoted, sustained, and denied at 
the fatal observatory of Puerto Rico were more 
severely felt ; it was after this decree that the 
fishermen and coasters were inhumanly assas- 
sinated in Ocumare, by the pirates of Corta- 
varria, after the report of which Cumana and 
Barcelona were blockaded, threatened, and 
summoned. A new and sanguinary conspiracy 
against Venezuela was formed, and organized 
by a vile emissary, who perfidiously entered the 
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peaceable bosom of his country, in order ta 
destroy it ; deceptions were successively prac« 
tised on the most innocent and laborious classes 
of the imported colonists of Venezuela, princi** 
pally emigrants from the Canary Islands, and 
in spite of our endeavours the chief instigators 
were led to the block as a sacrifice to justice 
and to tranquillity. By the suggestions of the 
pacificator of the cortes, and posterior to their 
said decree, the political union of our constitu- 
tion was lacerated in Valencia ; attempts were 
made in vain to reduce other cities of the inte* 
rior ; a false summons was sent to Carora, by 
the factious leaders of the west, to the end that 
Venezuela might on the same day be deluged in 
blood, and sunk in affliction and desolation, and 
be hostilely assaulted from every point within 
the reach of the conspirators, who were scat- 
tered amongst us by the same government that 
issued the decree in favour of Puerto Rico and 
of all America. The name of Ferdinand VIL 
is the pretext under which the new world is 
about to be laid waste, if the example of Vener 
zuela does not henceforward cause the standard 
of our unshaken and established liberty to be 
distinguished from the banners of a seditious 
and dissembled fidelity. 

'' The bitter duty of vindicating ourselven 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



SOUTH ABIERICA. ICD 

#ould carry US still further, if we did not dread 
Splitting on the same rocks as have the govern* 
ments of Spain, by substituting resentment for 
justice ; at the same time that we can charge her 
widi three centuries of acts of injustice, we 
have opposed three years of lawful, generous^ 
and philanthropic efforts to obtain what it was 
never in our power to dispose of, although by 
nature ours. Had gall and poison been the 
chief agents of this our solemn, true, and can- 
did manifest, we should have begun by des- 
tro3ring die rights of Ferdinand, in consequence 
of the illegitimacy of his origin, declared by his 
mother at Bayonne, and published in the 
French and Spanish papers ; we should have 
proved the personal defects of Ferdinand, his 
ineptitude to reign, his weak and degrading 
conduct in the court at Bayonne ; his inefficient 
education, and the futile securities that offered 
for the realization of the gigantic hopes of the 
governments of Spain; hopes founded in the 
illusion of America, nor any other support than 
the political interests of England, much opposed 
to the rights of the Bourbons. The public 
opinion of Spain, and the experience of the 
revolution of the kingdom, furnish us with suf- 
ficient proofs of the conduct of the mother, and 
the qualifications of the son, without recurring 
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to the manifeftt of the minister Azanza, pub^ 
lished after the traaaactioos of Bayonne, and 
the secret memoirs of Maria Luisa; but de* 
cracy is the guide of our conduct, to whidi we 
are ready to sacrifice even our reason. Suffi*- 
cient has already been alleged to prove the jos<r 
tice, necessity, and utility of our resolntioui 
for the support of idiich, nothing is wanting but 
the escamples by which we will strive to justify 
our independence. 

^' It were necessary for the partisans of 
slavery in the new world either to destroy, or 
to falsify history, that unchangeable monument 
of Che rig^s and ofthe usurpations of the human 
race, befoire they oould maintain, that America 
was not liabk to the asme changes that all other 
nations have experienced. Even, when the ri^ts 
of the Bourbons had been incontestible and^ 
indelible, the oatii that we have proved never did 
exist, the injustice, force, and deceit with 
whioh the same was exficted of us would suffice 
to render it null and viA^ so soon as it was 
found to be opposed to our liberty, grievous to 
our Tights, pr^udicial to our iioterests, and &ti4 
to our tranquillity. Such is the nature of an 
oath made to tiie conquerors and to their heirs* 
at the same time that the crown holds them in 
oppmssion by means of the same additional 
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strength that it obtained by means of the result 
of dieir conquest It was in this maiuier that 
Spain herself recoTered her rights, after she 
had sworn allegiance to the Carthagenians, Ro- 
mans, Goths, Arabs, and almost to the French; 
nevertheless she yet disowns the rights of Ame- 
rica, no longer to depend on any nation when 
Ae is capable of throwing off the yoke, and 
following the example of Spain and of other 
nations. 

''It would be superfluous to remind our 
enemies of what they already knew, and in 
what they have themselves founded the sacred 
right of their own liberty and independence ; 
epochs so memorable, that they ought not to 
Imve been tarnished with the slavery of the 
greater part of a country situated on the other 
«de of the ocean. But unfortunately it is not 
they al<me whom it is necessary to convince 
by palpable exwnples of the justice and com^ 
mon resemblance that our independence bears 
to that of all other nations which had lost and 
again recovered it. The illusions of slavery, 
kept alive by th^ candour of the Americans, 
and supported by the most criminal abuse that 
superstition can form of the established belief 
aid xeligion, which one would .su|^ose were 
only dictated for the happiness, liberty, and 
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salvation of the people, namely, by the excom- 
mimications denounced against the people of 
Caracas for changing their government, render 
it necessary to tranquillize the deceived pietyof 
some, to instruct their unwary ignorance, and 
stimulate their apathy, that had slumbered 
since the unusual tranquillity of the new order of 
things: in short, it is time to inculcate, that 
governments never had nor ever can have any 
other duration than the utility and happiuess of 
the human race may require ; that kings are not 
of any privileged nature, nor of an order supe- 
rior to other men; that their authority emanates 
from the people, directed and supported by the 
providence of God, who leaves our actions to 
our own free-*will ; that his omnipotence does 
not interfere in favour of any peculiar form of 
government; and that neither religion nor its 
ministers can anathematize the efforts of a na- 
tion struggling to be free and independent in the 
political order of things, and resolved to depend 
only on God and his ministers in a moral and 
religious sense. 

"The very people of God, governed by 
himself, and guided by such miracles, portentous 
signs and favors as will perhaps never again be 
repeated, offer a proof of the rights of insur* 
rection on the part of the people sufficiemtly 
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8at|sfactory to the ortt)todo;$ piety of the frieods 
of pub^c order. The subjects of Pharaoh, and 
bo^^d by force tp obey hlqi, collect rouad 
MosQS^ and under his guidance triumph over 
their isnamies^ and recover the^r indepen4ence 
lyithout b^ing blagied by God or his prophet 
fmd legislator, Moses, for their conduct, or 
being subjected by them to the least malediction 
or aoathf^nia. This s^qie people being after- 
ferwards subjected by the forces of Nebochad- 
i^»ar;^Fst — ui^der the directipii of.ijoloferr 
qe9, Judith w^s sent by God to procure their 
iod^pencl^nce by t^e d^ath of the Babylonian 
general. Under Antioghus, Epiphanes, Mat- 
tatbjas and his sons raised the standard of 
ipdeppndence, and God blessed and aided their 
efforts ti)l he obtained the entire liberty of his 
people against the oppression of that impious 
k;Qg and his successors. Not only against the 
fpreign kings who oppressed them did the 
Israelites resort to the right of insurrection by 
breaking through the obedience to force ; but 
even against t^ose whom God h^d giv.en them 
in th^ir own cpuntry and of tMcir own nation do 
we behold them claim this imprescriptable 
right wherpyer their liberty and their .advantage 
r^qixired it, or when tbe sacred cbjariacter of 
those facta by w^ch God himself bound 

VOL. III.* Q 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



114 ' TRAVELS IN 

them to those he chose as their governors, had 
been profaned. David obtained the allegiance 
of the Israelites in favour of his dynasty, and 
his son Solomon ratified it in favour of his pos* 
terity ; but at the death of this king, who had 
oppressed his subjects by exactions and con- 
tributions to support the splendour of his court 
and the luxury and sumptuousness of his 
pleasures, then. the tribes of Judah and Benja* 
min alone acknowledged his son, and the other 
ten, availing themselves of their rights, recovered 
their political independence, and in excuse 
thereof deposited their sovereignty in Jerebo- 
am, the scm of Nabath. The momentary and 
passing hardships of the reign of Solomon were 
sufficient for the Israelites to annul their obedi- 
ence sworn to his line, and to place another on 
the throne without waiting for an order from the 
Deity, informing liiem, that their fate no longer 
depended on the kings of Judah, nor on the 
ministers, chiefs, or priests of Solomon. And 
shall the Christian people of Venezuela and of 
all Spanish America be still in a worse plight, 
and after being declared free by the government 
of Spain after three hundred years of captivity, 
exactions, hardships, and injustice, shall they 
not be allowed to do what the God of Israel, 
whom they equally adore, formerly permitted 
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to Ms people without being spurned, and with- 
out vengeance being hurled upon their heads? 
It is his divine hand that guides our conduct, 
and to his eternal judgments our resolution 
shall be submitted. 

** If the independence of the Hebrew people 
was not a sin against the written law, that of a 
Christian people cannot be such against the law 
of grace. At no time has the apostolical see ex* 
communicated any nation that has risen against 
the tyranny of those kings or governments 
which had violated the social compact The 
Swiss, Dutch, French, and North Americans 
proclaimed their independence, overturned 
their constitution, and varied their forms of 
government without having incurred any other 
spititual censures than those which the church 
might have fiilminated for the infringements on 
the belief, discipline, or piety, but without 
their being connected with political measures or 
alluding to the civil transactions of the people. 
The Swiss were bound by oath to Germany, 
as were also the Dutch to Spain, the French to 
Louis XVI., and the North Americans to 
George III.; yet neither they nor the princes 
that favoured their independence were excom- 
municated by the Pope. The grandfather of 
Ferdinand VIL, one of the most pious and 
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cathtilic kings that ever filled the ihtbhh bt 
Spain, together with his hepheW, Louis XVI., 
protected the indepeiidetice of North America, 
Mrithout dreading ecdlesia^tibal censur^^s or th6 
anger of heaven ; and now that the order and 
succession of dvtents more justly place it veithin 
the reach of South AtheHca, those who call 
thismselves the authorised agents of the grand'- 
son wish to abuse that same religion so much 
respected by Charles III.> in order to prolong 
the most atrocious and unparalleled usurpa- 
tions. Just, omnipotent, aud most tnercifiil 
God! Till when will fhnaticism dispute the 
lsmpiri3 of that sacred religion which thou settt 
to the uncorrupled regions of America for thy 
glory and her felicity, 

" The events which have accuniulated iu 
Europe to terminate the bondage of AmeHdl, 
beybnd doubt entered into the high designs 
of Providence. Placed at a transatlantic 
distance of two thousand leagued, we have 
done nothing in the three yieard which have 
elapsed since we ought to be fVee and inde- 
pisndent, till the period when w6 resolved to be 
sro, than pass through the bittetr trials of strata* 
gems, conspiracies, insults, hostilities, and 
depredations on the part of that s&me nation 
"whom we invite to partaki^ of the good of our 
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regenerittidD^ and for whose welfare we wiithed 
to open the gates of the new world, heretofore 
closed to all communication with the old one^ 
now wasted and inflamed by war, hunger, and 
desolation. Three distinct oligarchies have de-- 
clared war against us, have despised our claims, 
have excited civil dissensions amongst us, havd 
sown the seeds of discord and mistrust in our 
great family, have planned three horrible con* 
spiracies against our liberty, have interrupted 
bur trade, have suppressed our agriculture, 
have traduced our conduct, and have sought to 
raise against us an European power, by vainly 
imploring its aid to oppress us. The same flag, 
the sande language, the same religion, the same 
lawsi have till now confounded the party of 
liberty with that of tyranny : Ferdinand VIL 
as liberator, has been opposed to Ferdinand 
VII. as oppresiftor ; and if we had not resolved 
to abandon a name at the same time synony* 
mous with crime and virtue, America would in 
the end be enslaved by the satne power that is 
exercised for th^ independence of Spain. 

'' Such has been the nature of the imperious 
impulse of conviction, tending to open our eyes, 
and to impel Vene2uela to separate eternally 
from a name so ominous and so fatal. Placed 
by it in the irrevocable alternative of being the 
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slave or the eneiny of her brethren, she has pre- 
ferred the purchase of her own freedom at the 
expense of friendship, without destroying the 
means of that reconciliation she desired. The 
most powerful reasons, the most serious medi* 
tations, the most profound considerations, long 
discussions, contested debates, well analyzed 
combinations, imperious events, imminent dan- 
gers, and the public opinion clearly pronounced 
and firmly sustained, have been the precursors 
of that solemn declaration made on the fifth of 
July, by the general congress of Venezuela, of 
the absolute independence of this part of South 
America; an act sighed for and applauded by 
the people of the capital, sanctioned by the 
powers of the confederation, acknowledged by 
the representatives of the provinces, sworn to 
and hailed by the chief of the church of Vene- 
zuela, and to be maintained with the lives, for- 
tunes, and honour of all the citizens. 

" Freemen, companions of our fate ! Ye 
who have known how to divest your hearts of 
fear, or of hope ; give from the elevation on 
which your virtues have placed you an impar- 
tial and disinterested look on the portrait that 
Venezuela has just traced out to you. She 
constitutes you the arbitrators of her difierences 
with Spain, and the judges of her new destinies. 
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If you have been affected by our evils, and are 
interested in our felicity, unite your efforts 
with ours, that the artifices of ambition may 
not any longer triumph over liberality and 
justice. 

'' To you. it belongs to convince Spain 
of what an unfortunate rivalship places beyond 
the reach of America. Refrain the giddiness 
that has seized on her new governments ; point 
out to them the reciprocal advantages of our 
regeneration ; unfold to them the soothing pros- 
pect that they are prevented from beholding in 
America by that monopoly which has hardened 
their hearts ; tell them what threatens diem in 
Europe, and point out to them what they may 
expect in America, tranquil, uncorrupted, and 
already covered with all the blessings of liberty; 
nay swear to them in our name, that Venezuela 
awaits her brethren with open arms to share 
with them her happiness without asking any 
other sacrifice than that of prejudice, pride, 
and ambition, which for three centuries have 
produced the united misery of both countries." 

"Juan Antonio Rodriguez Dominguez,Pre«&w^'* 
"Francisco Isnardy, Secretary J" 

^Federal Palace of Caracas, July 30th, I8II:" 
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CHAPTER IV. 



State of Lina ExpeditioD 16 Chile, under Colonel Gainsa Exit of ...•• 

Reginent of TalBTere arrives fron Spab Partof aenC to HvaManga...... 

RevdatioD of Cuaoo and Areqnipa Death of Puipaci^ea, and the Pa- 
triot Melgar ArriTal of Flags taken by Osoria in Chile Vioeroj 

Afaaaeal superseded by Pesoda. Chafaeter of the fenBer>..»,Beg;vininy 

of Pesoela's AdiBinistration...M.ArriTBl of IjaSeraa Slate of Lima to 

1817 Rattle of Chacabaoo in Chile Extract of a Jooraal New 

Expedition to Chile under 08oria.'.....News of Rattle of Maypn Leas ef 

the Spanish Frigate Maria Isabel, and part of Convoy. .... ••▲niral efliord 
Cochrane off Callao. 

The preceding manifest from Venezuela, Bbew- 
ing the principal grievances of the Americans 
in that particular part of the country, was 
equally applicable to the colonists in general ; 
but many of the provinces laboured under pecu- 
liar disadvantages and oppressions, particularly 
those situated on the western side of the conti- 
nent; nor were the Creoles the first nor the 
loudest in their clamours. The Spanish mer- 
chants felt very severely the decrease of their 
monopoly, by the non arrival of vessels from 
Cadiz> a9 well as by the arrival of several ves- 
sels, under Hamburgh colours, with British 
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cafgoes and masters, under the proteetk>n of 
pac^spiorts from the constituted sovereignties of 
Spain; the large {inters also felt the want 
of new importations of slaves, and although 
l^e Creoles suffered equally widi the Spaniards, 
yet accustomed to suppress their feelings, they 
^remained silent, while the former were loud in 
their deprecations. The sugar planters began, 
under the sanction of the new laws of the consti- 
tution and the cortes to manu&cture rum, to the 
detriment of the owners of vineyards at Pisco 
and Ganete, many of whom were Spaniards. 
Secret meetings were held in every part of the 
city; those of theSpaniardswere permitted by the 
government under the pretence that they were 
innocent or virtuous, while those of the natives 
were called seditious and unwarrantable. Every 
opportunity was taken to hill the people with 
stories of victories obtained against the insur- 
gents in Upper Peru, and the most tyrannical 
espionage was set on foot by the government, 
for the purpose of thwarting any communication 
of the true state of affairs in America, when the 
government of Peru could only expect support 
from the native troops. Every thing seemed to 
augur to the government in Lima the fate of 
those of the other capitals of South America ; 
indeed Mexico and Lima were the only two 
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capitals that preserved their ancieDt authorities; 
the other two viceroyaltie9» Buenos Ayres and 
Santa ¥€, and the captain-generalships and pre- 
sidencies of Chile, Chuquisaca, Quito and 
Caracas, with the greater part of the govern- 
ments of South America, were under the pro- 
tection of their own constituted authorities, and 
declared by the . Spanish Viceroys in open war 
with the mother country. 

Colonel Gainsa was sent with an expedition 
against the revolted Chileans in 1^12, and hav- 
ing landed at Talcahuano, he marched towards 
the capital : his successes were the continued 
boast of the Spaniards in Lima, who insulted with 
taunts the Creoles respecting their inferiority, 
forgetting that the army of Gainsa was almost 
exclusively formed of natives ; however, in 1813 
it was found that the career of Gainsa was at an 
end, and that he had come to terms with the 
insurgents, the principal import of which was, 
that things should remain as they then were, 
until the decision of the cortes in Spain ; for the 
purpose of obtaining which the Chileans should . 
send their deputies. This treaty was guaran- 
teed by Captain Hillyer, and sent to Lima for 
the ratification of the Viceroy, who, expecting 
troops from Spain, deferred its signature. In 
April, 1813, the regiment of Talavera arrived, 
and Abascal followed the example of the Count 
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Ruis; he declared that Gaiosa had no powers 
to capitulate, and prepared another expedition 
against Chile. 

The arrival of Spanish troops made the re- ; 
sident Spaniards more imperious and insolent 
than ever ; but they had soon cause to regret 
having solicited the assistance of an armed 
force from Spain, for all the expenses incurred 
in the equipment of die expedition at Cadiz were 
ordered to be defrayed by the merchants of 
Lima. The officers and soldiers were also of die 
worst character, the former having beeq ex* 
pelled from different corps in the mother coun- 
try for crimes which they had there committed^ 
and the latter were taken from the common 
gaols, places of exile, and the galleys. The 
insolence of these protectors was not limited to 
any class of people in Lima : they had been in* 
formed in Spain, that the booty or plunder of 
the insurgents in America would make them as 
rich in the nineteenth century as that of the 
Indians had rendered their forefathers in the 
sixteenth; thus robberies and even murders were 
committed under the sanction of rich promises ; 
and it was dreaded by the government, that the 
Ycry force sent to protect them would cause a 
revolution, or perhaps head one in Lima ; how- 
ever an opportunity presented itself to dispose 
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of two hundred of the nine Uiat had arrived* 
The Cacique Pucatoro revolted at Huam9nga, 
deposed the Spanish authorities, and declared 
himself in favour of the Buenos Ayres army : 
this blow so near to lima called for an imme- 
diate remedy. Two hundred soldiers of Tala^ 
vera were sent to quell the rebel indian^ who 
led them into a narrow ravine, and ascended the 
mountains on each side, where large piles of 
stones had been so artfully placed, that by re- 
moving one, placed as a key-stone, the whole 
mass^ rolled down the sides of the mountains, 
and not one of the Spaniards escaped. The 
victorious indians then continued throwing and 
rolling down pieces of rock till they had com- 
pletely buried their enemies. This patriotic 
Cacique was afterwards taken prisoner by a 
party of troops sent from Cusco, and was 
hanged and quartered at Huamanga. 

This disgraceful expedition only tended to 
render the Spanish soldiers more insolent ; and 
it became a difficult matter to prevent an open 
revolt. 

Early in July, 1813, the transports for a 
new expedition to Chile were ready, and, on 
the thirteenth, Colonel Maroto and the troops 
of Talavera embarked for Takahuano. lima 
resunied her tranquillity, with what she consi- 
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dered lier safety, and the departim of the pro* 
tecting force was hailed as that of an msolent 
and oppressive enemy. But the cahn was not 
of long duration. The news ftom the north, of 
tile conquests in Quito by General Monies was 
accompanied by that of the revolution of Cusoo 
in the sooth, amd the possession of Arequipa 
by the Cacique Pumacagua ; this threatened the 
most fatal consequences to Lima; however, 
General Ramires was sent from Upper Peru 
with a division of the army, then under the 
command of General Pesuela, and retook 
Cusco and Arequipa, where he put the old 
Cacique and upwards of a hundred of his fd-- 
lowers to deatii, among whom was my particular 
friend, Jose Maria Melgar. 

Friendship and admiration demand of me a 
riiort account of this virtuous youth. He was a 
native of Arequipa, and educated for the bar 
at Lima : he had retired to his native city, and 
was on die eve of marriage with a female whom 
he loved. Pumacagua arrived at Arequipa, and 
took it; Melgar was a patriot, he offered his 
services to the Cacique*general, they were 
accepted, and he was appointed judge advocate 
to the army. On the capture by Ramires, Mel-* 
gar was apprehended, tried, and sentenced to 
be shot. Bis parents, his relations, and his 
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friends solicited his pardon, which was pro* 
mised, on condition that he would publicly 
recant : to this he objected, and he was led to 
the place of execution. 

The assisting priest seated himself on the 
stool, and Melgar knelt to confess his sins, in- 
voke a pardon, and receive absolution ; but he 
suddenly rose from his knees^ and, in a state of 
agitation, said to his confessor, ''Is it possible 
that you should here speak to me of thin^ of this 
world I It was your duty to speak to me of those 
in the next, which I am on the verge of witness- 
ing : this world must soon cease to exist for me, 
and I had hoped to have left it in peace ; but 
your request and promises have unsettled my 
mind, and agitsited my souL I took a part in 
the cause of my country ; 1 believed it to be my 
duty, I did it, I considered it just; I embraced 
it, and I die for having done my duty, and only 
regret at this momeat that I shall not die so 
calmly as I expected. You, father, who ought 
to have endeavoured to create tranquillity in my 
soul in my last moments, have destroyed my 
peace !'* — He then asked the adjutant if he might 
be allowed to smoke a segar, which being grant- 
ed, he turned round and said, ** will any one for 
the love of God give me a segar V A soldier 
handed him one ; he sat down on the stool, and 
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smoked about half the segar, knocked off the 
ashes, and threw it aside ; he then thanked the 
adjutant and the soldier, and said "thank 
heaven I am again calm and resigned ; now, Sir, 
do your duty.'' The bandi^ was ordered to 
be tied over his eyes, but he begged that this 
ceremony might be omitted : '' I am not afraid 
to die,** said he, and clasping his hands over his 
eyes, he exclaimed, '' this will do ! " The £iital 
signal was then given — the soldiers fired, and 
the virtuous patriot Melgar fell! The execu- 
tioners muttered, " so may the enemies of Spain 
perish; " but the genii of American liberty sang 
for joy, and the response was — so may the 
sons of America evince to posterity, that no 
iMcrifice is too great for a true Patriot i 

The arrival of new troops from Spain in 1814, 
the defeat of the Chileans, and the occupation of 
Santiago by General Osorio ; the victory of Vil* 
capugio in Upper Peru by Pesuela, all seemed 
to threaten American independence, and the 
Spaniards grew more insolent and haughty. The 
colours taken by Osorio in Chile were brought 
to Lima and carried in procession to the church 
of Santo Domingo, where they were presented 
at the altar of the Rosary, and there deposited. 
The new president and captain^general of Chile, 
Don Casimiro Marc6 arrived, and proceeded to 
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hi& presideaey. Tlie finances began to be in*'' 
sufficient for the payment of tiie troops, and 
those from Spain marched from their barracks 
in la Recoleta, and took possession of the citadel, 
Santa Catalina, where they declared, that unless 
the government paid them their arrears, they 
would pay themselves;. assuring the natives at 
the same time, that no hostilities should be com* 
mitted against them. The alarm was so great, 
that the Viceroy Abascal sent a message to the 
soldiers, declaring, that their request should be 
complied with ; but he received for answer, that 
they would not alter their determination until 
the money due was actually paid to them. The 
Viceroy then went in person, and harangued 
the troops ; but he received only a repetition of 
the former answer; nor did they desist until 
their arrears were paid. 

In 1815 the Viceroy Abascal was super- 
seded by General Don Joaquin de la Pesuela, 
when he immediately retired to Spain. On the 
arrival of the new Viceroy, the city was enter- 
tained with the enirada publica, public entry, 
balls, feasts, and bull-fights, with all of which 
his predecessor Abaseal, had dispensed on his 
arrival, not wishing to oppress the city with 
such unnecessary expenses. 

It is due to the Viceroy Abascal to say, that 
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1ms prudence preMrvfld tine capital to tbe crown 
of Spam; and although ao Viceroy of Peru bad 
erer nore aecidemtal dutiee tp attend to, or 
more critical atfuraf to manage^ yet lima is mr 
dabted to him for the fonndatipo of tiie <:oU^d 
of Son Fernando, ioflliiuied for nedicine and 
surgery; the poatbeon or general ceioietery, 
and the absolute pridiibitiQii of burying wit^ 
the walk of the city ; the rebuilding of the 
ooHege del Principe, ton the study of Lfitia ; the 
thoioogh sepair of the city waUs ; as well w 
aereral lexceUent police estftblishmeats ; and 
BotwithBtandiag the public feeling at this time 
in Lima, be was accompani^ to CdH^o by ail 
the neapectable iaikabitants> aud his departure 
was a day of mounuag krtbe city: such are 
^necally the seutimenAa, evea towards an ene- 
my, when moderaition bm preiiided at bis icoun- 
eils, and Justine has guided bis aoti^^os. 

Pesuela, the hero of HuiMma ttnd ViLcar 
pn^, on takiflg oogninuQe of the treasury, 
disoovered what was too well known to his 
predecessor*-^the low state of the funds : many 
plans weve proposed fcMr replenishiag them ; do- 
MLtions were at first solicited, and afterwards 
contributions were exacted ; but these were 
meompetent to support the expenses of the 
goyenmieat and the army, which, during the 
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first years of waifare, levied large sums of 
money, as well on friends as on enemies, and 
derived some support from the different royal 
treaBuries at Arequipa, at Cusco, GharcaB^ and 
bther cities in Upper Peru; but» notwithstand* 
ing these temporary resources, the means 
continued to fail, and the exigences continued 
to increase* The equipment of expeditions to 
Quito, Upper Peru, and Chile ; the demand of 
arrears by the troops that arriyed from Spain, 
and the necessary remittances for the sup- 
port of the royal armies, preyed heavily on the 
national funds, so much so, that the treasury 
dreaded a bankruptcy. The pay of all civil 
officers was reduced one-third, and at last a 
viceregal decree was issued, augmenting the 
tithes from ten to fifteen per cent: this im^ 
post caused the greatest consternation through* 
out the country, and met with strong opposition 
from the inhabitants ; many of the provinces 
refused to pay, and the governors were unable 
to exact it for want of an armed force to protect 
them against the fury of the people* 

General Ramires was left by Pesuda in the 
command of the army of Upper Peru ; but he 
was soon superseded by General Don Jose de 
la Sema, who landed at Arica, and proceeded 
direct to head quarters. This geoeral was sent 
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by the king to command the army, and with 
power to act independently of the Viceroy, at a 
time when any change in the established order 
of things vras likely to be most productive of 
injury to the Spanish cause, and to this may 
. be attributed the inactivity of the army under 
La Serna. 

The tranquillity experienced in Lima till the 
beginning of 1817 induced the Spaniards to 
believe that all was well : Chile was quiet, the 
enemy made no advances in Upper Peru, Quito^ 
was under the dominion of Spain, Morillo . vic- 
torious in Venezuela and Santa F^ ; the Mexican 
in^urg^it chief, Morelos, had ceased to exist; 
Ferdinand was restored to his throne ; the con- 
stitution was abolished; the inquisition was 
re-established, and monarchical desipotism had 
resumed its seat; new auxiliary troops were 
pi^eparing in Spain to give the last blow to the 
patriots in America, and the most sanguine 
American began to droop for, the cause of his 
country. But a . change, unexpected by the 
Spaniards, and unhoped for by the Americans, 
took place in Chile on the twelith oi February, 
1817, the news of which reached Lima on the 
ninth of March. This was no less than the . 
entire defeat of the Spanish army at Chacabuco 
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by General O'Higgins : the victory has fgeae^ 
jruUy bem Attributed, but toMt tm^uMly, to 
General Sm Martin, wbo wm not even {yretenf 
in the action. The following is an extract ttom 
the journal of a Spaniard with whom I wad 
acquainted in Lima. 

" February 4th, Don Miguel Atero, Chief 
of the staff, infomned the government of Santi- 
ago^ that the enemy had surpriaed the guatda of 
the Andes, placed about twelve leagues in ad* 
Vance of Santa Rosa, (twenty-five leagaes from 
the capital) and that of seventy^five men, thir- 
teen only had escaped, bringing with them the 
kiews, that the enemy was advancing ; at the 
same time Major Vila reported to the govern- 
ment, that the advanced guard at the paso dc 
los Patos had reconnoitred the enemy, and te- 
quested a remforcement Atero immediately 
sent a company of Talavera infantry, and then 
retreated with the difision of the army stationed 
at Santa Rosa, to Chacabuco^ leaving behind 
him two pieces of artillery, ammunition, bag- 
gage, and warl&e stores : the force statxmed 
at Santa Rosa amonnted to abo«rt four hundred 
men. 

'' February dth, the C€q)tain-general Maro6 
ordered Colonel Quiotanilki to join the army 
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^ CliMtlmco, with the battalion of canbiniers ; 
4they arrived on the 6th/when Quintanilla im* , 
mediately advanced to the convent of Carimon 
to reconnoitre this enemy in Villa Vieja> and hav« 
Ingr reported to Atero that their number did not 
exceed iftix hundred, an attack was immediately 
ordered, which Unik place on the morning of the 
seventh. 

" The cavalry engaged that of the enemy in 
^ place cMed de las Comas ; the crafty enemy 
t^tired towards the Cordillera, and halted at 
Putendoi where they were joined by an ambus^ 
eade of a hundred horse. Our infantry did not 
advance with the cavalry, so that as soon as 
they vrere overpowered by the enemy they fled 
in the greatest disorder towards our infantry for 
support; on their return^ to their great surprise 
they found that the infantry also was in a dis- 
ordered retreat, without having taken part in the 
itction, and also that the commsmder in chief, 
Atero, had fled* Colonel Quintanilla now took 
the command, and collected the dispersed sol- 
diers ; he placed the infantry in the centre, and 
danked it with the eavaky, although harrassed 
in the rear by the enemy in his retreat. Hav- 
ing at length reached Villa Vieja, a council of 
war was held by the officers, and it was re- 
solved to continue their march to Curimon ; on 
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their arrival they learnt that tl^e enemy was 
about to renew the attack; on hearing which. 
Colonel M arqueli, to whom Atero had given the 
command^ continued his march to Chacabuco. 
The victorious army took up its quarters in 
Villa Vieja: our loss was about thirty earabi- 
niers. There is no doubt that the whole of our 
loss is to be attributed to Atero, who, observing 
a party of the enemy's cavalry on an. eminence 
to the right, exclaimed, ** we are cut off!" when 
he immediately mounted his horse and fled. At 
ten o'clock at night the news arrived at Saur 
tiago, and the greatest confusion began to 
prevail. 

" On the morning of February 8th, the two 
judges, Pereyra and Caspi, and the general of 
brigade, Olaguer Feliu, fled to Valparaiso. 

'' On the 9th, Colonel Baranao arrived at 
Santiago with Colonel Eloriga, and 360 hussars. 

''On the 10th, Lieutenant-colonel Morgado 
arrived with 450 dragoons; at ten o'clock at 
night Brigadier-general Maroto was appointed 
by Marc6 to take the chief command: our 
whole force consisted of 1000 cavalry and 1100 
infantry. 

'' On the, 12th, at six o'clock in the after- 
noon, an officer arrived at Santiago with a 
verbal communication from General Maroto, 
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declaring, that he had suffered a total defeat 
Thisvras confirmed on the 13th by the arrival of 
Maroto and Quihtanilla ; Marc6 had left the city 
with about 1500 men, and resolved on renew- 
ing the attack ; but after more private conversa- 
tion with Maroto, he returned to the capital, and 
summoned a councfl of war. After a long con- 
ference nothing was determined on, and the sub* 
inspector-general Bemedo, the judge advocate 
Lescano, and the commandant of artillery. 
Cache, fled to Valparaiso. From the 13th at 
noon to the evening of the 14th, officers, sol- 
diers and civilians continued to arrive at Val- 
paraiso, where they embarked on board several 
vessels then at anchor in the bay, and fled to 
Lima ; but it was not known till our arrival at 
Callao, that the president Marc6 was left be- 
hind at the mercy of Bernardo O'Higgins, to 
whom the insurgents owe their victory, and we 
our disgrace/' 

The most astonishing difference in the be- 
haviour of the Spaniards was now observable. 
The haughty Maroto, who, when in Lima with 
his regiment of Talavera, despised and insulted 
every one, now that he had neither an officer 
nor a soldier left, was humbled, and the bow of 
a negro or an indian was most courteously an- 
swered by this vaunting coward. 
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New inmrrectioM ia the praviBdes of Uppcv 
Peru hegaB to breakout; die Tiotoiies df Ge* 
oeral Bolivar ia Colombui becfime kiiown> aad 
although reports from the mother country ver^ 
flftttering» yet l2ie repeaited requiaitioM ix 
money were difitreMitg. 
' Notwithstandiog this state of affitir s» the Vice'^ 
¥oy Peauela detenxuned on another esfxedition 
toChile» the commaud ctf ^iHuch waa again given 
to General Osoriou The Spaoiah troops consistr 
ed of a battalion of huaaaca and the regiment xif 
Burgoa, the beat troops that had arrired Amub 
Europe. Their destination was to Taleahuano^ 
whidi place, aa it had been fortified by the 
Spasftiards, was still held by them, with the auz* 
iliary troops of Chsie. For the equipment of 
this expedition, the Viceroy took posaession of 
the treasury helofigingto the oommissadat of the 
oMsades, money, which in the opinion of aU the 
lower classes, could only be appropriaited to the 
support of war against Turks, Moors and Infidels, 
asd the gteateat damour was raised when it 
was applied to the purpose of waging ciril war 
wiidi Christians. ThiatreaauKbekginsufficieat, 
thaft called of the holy places, smUos Itigares, al 
lerasalem, was also added to that of the bulksu 
. After many difficulties had been surmounted, 
the expedition leftCallaoin October^ 1817 ; and 
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calculating on its success, the SpanianJs again 
resumed their arrogance, which in some was 
carried to such an extreme as to enter into a 
bond with one another of two thousand dollars 
never again to employ a Creole.- A Spaniard 
said to me one evening, that he had six children, 
but if he thought that they would ever be insur- 
gents, he would go to their beds and smother 
them. 

This chivalrous fanaticism had risen to 
such a height, that a Peruvian officer, Landa- 
suri, said, in the presence of Pesuela, that he 
hated his father and mother, because he was 
bom in America, and that if he knew in what 
part of his body the American blood circulated, 
he would let it out; however Pesuela repri- 
manded him severely for such unnatural ex- 
pressions. 

Nothing but reports of victories arrived from 
Chile, the bells scarcely ever ceased ringing in 
lima, and the choristers were hoarse with 
chanting Te Deums ; the haughtiness of the 
Spaniards became insupportable ; they paraded 
the streets in triumph, and, forming themselves 
into groups, insulted every creole who chanced 
to pass them. But their insolence was at its 
highest pitch in April, 1818, when the news of 
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the victory over San Martin and O'Higgihs at 
Cancba-rayada arrived ; they considered Osorio 
more than a human being ; bis ^wisdom and va^ 
tour were the tbeme of the pulpit, the palace, 
t!he coffee-house, and the brothel. The hero 
Osorio was at Santiago ; he would soon cross 
the Andes, and release his virtuous and brave 
oountrymien fi'om their dungeons at San Lui& 
and las Bruscas, and with the reinforcements 
expected from Spain, in a convoy under the 
protection of the Spanish frigate Maria Isabel, 
he would conquer the fiuenos Ayrean&, and re- 
turn to Lima with the heads of San Martin, 
O'Higgitis, and those of all the other chiefe of 
the banditties. 

This ferment of insolence and insults con- 
tinually increased till the evening of the fourth of 
May, when about ten o'clock at night a valan^ 
cin, post chaise, drove xtp to the gates of the 
viceregal palace, bringing the hehro Osorio, and 
the news of his total defeat at Maypu. On 
the morning of the fifth a Creole wad allowed to 
pass the streets unmolested, and might even 
presume to seat himself in a coffee-house at the ' 
same table with a Spaniard. ConAision and 
dismay were visible in the countenances of the 
royalists, the great Osorio suddenly became- 
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an ^oraDt coward, who had siacrifrced h|s 
countrymen, and indecently iled to save bis 
9wn life ; even the Americans were now courted 
to join the Spaniards in declsMuations against the 
late demi-g^ Osoxio^ apd no hope was left but 
that the arrival of the expedition from Spain 
would retrieve the losses occasioned by the 
dastardly conduct of this chief. 

The first news, however, which they ob- 
tained of the issue of the boasted expedition 
was, that the soldiers of La Trinidad, one of 
the transports, had murdered their officers, 
taken possession of the vessel, and carried her 
to Buenos Ayres ; this was seconded in Novem- 
ber, 1818, with the news, that the Maria 
Isabel and part of her convoy had been taken 
at Talcahuano and the island gf Santa Maria 
by the insurgents of Chile ; and this blow was 
aggravated with the abandonment of Talcahu- 
ano, the strong hold of the Spaniards in Chile, 
by General Ranches, who took the command 
after Osorio fled. Still there was gall in reserve 
for the humbled Spaniards. The Chilean 
squadron, commanded by the Right Honour- 
able Lord Cochrane, made its appearance off 
Callaoon the twenty-eighth of February, 1819, 
his lordship's flag waving at the main of the 
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ex-Spanish frigate Maria Isabel, now the Chi- 
lean flag ship O'Higgins. 

It became impossible for me to remain 
longer in lama, so I left that city for the Bar- 
ranca, where I arrived on the first of March. 
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CHAPTER V. 



Stele of Linn on the Arrifsl of the Chileen Sq[ndroo......AiTmd of at Heacho 

......At Siq)e.....«Chilean Naval Force, how coiBi»eed......CaptaTe of ^the 

Maria laabel bj Comnodora Bfamoo......... Arrival of Lord Cochrane 

Appointed Admiral Leaves Valpaiaiao Arrivee at Callaoy Hnacho^ 

Barranca, Hnamharfao Prodanatkm of Cocfanme, San Martin, and 

O'Higgina DeMriptioa of Hiiambacho......Paite taken Proceed to 

Valpaniao......ArrivaI..^...Deacriptioa of......Road from Yalparaiao to 



The arrival of the Chilean squadron, on the 
coast of Peru produced at once a dread that 
this part of South America would become 
the theatre of war, and that retaliating fate 
would inflict on this part of the colonies all the 
distresses which had been so universally spread 
among the others : it was feared, that the ca- 
lamities produced by invasion would now be 
wreaked on it in return for those that had been 
experienced in the provinces of Upper Peru, 
Quito and Chile. War was at the very door, 
and the system of offence had almost rendered 
that of; defence nugatory. . It was believed 
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that an army accompanied the squadron ; and 
the patriots of Lima busied themselves in sur- 
mising which would be the point of debarkation. 
On Wednesday, the third of March, a rumour 
arrived at the capital, that the land forces 
would debark at Ancon, five leagues to the 
northward of Lima ; at midnight the report of 
rockets was heard in the large street in the 
suburbs of San Lasaro, called Malambo; this 
was supposed by the patriots to be a si^al for 
reunion ; and by the roysjists, of the landing of 
the army : upwards of a thousand of the former 
immediately repaired to Malambo, and so 
completely filled the street, that the cavalry 
sent by the government could not pass the mob, 
Md they retired to the bridge i Ijiotb parties 
were an^ou&ly inquirmg th^ wu»e of th« 
reports, and both retired without obtawiog any 
satisfactory information; had th§ squadron 
landed five hundred more> and nwrob^d tp the 
e&ty» there i« not the l^uit doubt but t^ with 
the asaistanc^ of the native inhabitants^ they 
would have entered ajnd taken pQiai0ea«im) of 
Santa Catalina and th« different hvt^^, aa Um 
number of Spanish troops at that iim» did not 
exceed three hundred* 

On the a9tb of March, part of the squaiLron 
Mchored in the bay pf HiiMho, for the piirpoae 
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of obtahnng news from the patriots on shore; 
and alsK) of landing two spies, sent down by 
the Chilean government, as well as for the dis- 
tributiDn of prodamations and other papers. 
Lord Oochrane here received tiie intelligence, 
that a quantity of moneys belonging to the 
Phillipine company, had been sent down to 
HuaHDey to be embarked in the North Ameri* 
can sehooner Macedonia, and that another con^ 
siderable sum was on the road to the 4Nime des- 
tination ; and as the port of tiie Barranca was 
better calculated fw the purpose of intercept^ 
ifig the treasure than that of Haacho, the 
O'Higgins and the brig Galvarino dropped 
down to it, and a party of marines were 
sent ashore, and todc the money in the river 
of the Barranca before the muleteers could 
cross it. T!his was effected without any opposi-> 
tiem from the Spanish soldiers thBt were sent to 
protect it as a guard. Mr. Eliphalet Smith, of 
(he United States, at first claimed the money ; 
but he afterwards signed a document which: 
specified the names of its true owners; this was 
aku) icorroborated by several documents which 
Mr. Smith delivered to his lordship. 

During 4he few dayiB that the Qiilean ves- 
sels of war remained at Huacho, the indians 
w^e at iiist allowed by the governor to take 
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down to the beach their fruit and vegetables, 
and sell to them ; but the commandant of the 
county militia having collected about two hun* 
dred of his troops, ordered the indians to desist, 
and in the most insolent manner commanded 
Lord Cochrane to depart, unless he wished to 
be driven out of the port. , On receiving this 
message his lordship immediately ordered the 
marines to land and march to Huaura, which 
was done, and the town taken : indeed the 
troops never attempted to defend it, but fled 
with their chief at their head : the property be- 
longing to the government at the custom house 
and the estanco of tobacco were taken on board : 
no private property was touched. After this the 
trade with the indians was resumed ; however, 
on the departure of the squadron, five young 
indians were apprehended, tried by a court 
martial, without their even having been soldiers ; 
and, contrary to the laws of the country, 
they were sentenced to death and shot, with- 
out any other reason being assigned to their 
protector-general, Manco Yupanqui, in Lima, 
than that it was necessary to set such an ex- 
ample, because it might deter others from hav- 
ing any communication with the insurgents* 

Such were the feelings of the people in 
this part of Peru, that the inhabitants of the 
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village, called Supe, deposed the alcalde, who 
was a Spaniard, and declared themselves inde- 
pendent; but after the departure of the squad- 
ron, the principal ringleaders, Villanueva and 
Aranda, retired to a farm in the interior, where 
they bade defiance to the Viceroy and his 
powers. These two, with Reyes, a respectable 
farmer. Franco, Requena, a priest, and myself, 
were summoned to a court martial ; but having 
embarked in the flag ship, we could not appear, 
in ccmsequence of which we were sentenced to 
death, declared contumacious, and all justices 
were authorized to apprehend any or all of us, 
and put the sentence into immediate execution. 

Before I proceed with the operations of the 
Chilean squadron, I shall give some account of 
its oiigin, and the arrival of Lord Cochrane to 
take die command. 

The brig Pueyrredon of fourteen guns was 
the first vessel of war that the state possessed : 
the brig Araucana of sixteen, and the sloop 
Cfaacabuco of twenty-two, were afterwards 
purchased. Captain Guise brought out the 
brig Galvarino of eighteen guns, formerly in 
the British service, and sold it to the govern- 
ment; the San Martin of sixty-four guns, and 
the Lantaro of forty-four, were two East India- 
men, purchased by the state, and converted 

VOL. HI. u 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



146 TRAVELS or 

into vessiels of war. Wbeh Chile was possessed 
of this force, the news arrived of the sailing of 
the expedition from Cadiz, under the convoy of 
the Maria Isabel, and having obtained posses-* 
sion of the orders given to the captains of the 
transports from the Trinidad that entered 
Buenos Ayres^ and of their rendezvous in the 
Pacific, Don Manuel Blanco was appointed to 
command the Chilean vessels of war, San Mar-* 
tin, flag ship. Captain Wilkinson, commander ; 
Lantaro, Captain Worster ; and the Araucana : 
they had the good luck to take the frigate, 
Maria Isabel in the bay of Talcahuano on the 
twenty-eighth of October, 1818, and four of 
the transports off the bay and at the island of 
Santa Maria« On the seventeenth of November 
the victorious Blanco entered Valparaiso with 
his prizes, amid manifestations of joy in this 
port. The government of Chile, to comme- 
morate the action, ordered a badge of honour 
to be presented to Commodore Blanco and 
each of his officers : this was a scutcheon of 
a pale green colour, having a trident in the 
centre, with the motto, '' this first essay gave 
to Chile the dominion of the Pacific" — e^te primer 
ensayo did a Chile el dominio del Paci/ico. 

The naval force of Chile having a native as 
commander in chief, and the captains, officers^ 
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and crews composed principally of foreigners, 
must of course have been conducted in a very 
irregular manner ; and as Don Manuel Blanco 
had never served in a situation higher than that 
of an ensign, alferes, in the Spanish navy, it 
could not be expected that he was competent to 
fill that of a commander in chief, and to con-^ 
duct with either honour to himself or profit to 
his country the operations of a body composed 
of such discordant materials as the squadron of 
Chile then was. It must be recollected, not^ 
withstanding, that he added a page of glory to 
the annals of South American naval triumphs 
by the capture of the Maria Isabel of forty* 
eight guns, and part of her convoy. 

For the future success of the Chilean navy^ 

the welfare of the state, the progress of inde* 

pende'nce, and the consummation of South 

American emancipation. Lord Cochrane ar* 

tived at Vsdparaiso, on the twenty-eighth of 

November, 1818. The known valour of this 

chief, his love of rational liberty, and the volun* 

tary sacrifice which he had made by accepting 

a command in the new world, had reached 

Chile before the hero himself, and his arrival 

was hailed with every demonstration of jubilee 

by the natives. Before his arrival, however, 

Captain Spry, an Englishman, and Captain 
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Worster, a North American^ both in the Ghileao 
service, had been very loud in declaiming against 
him ; without alleging any other reason, than 
that it was quite contrary to all republican prin- 
ciples to allow a '' nobleman" to retain his title 
in the service ; but the true motive was too 
visible to escape the most blunted apprehension. 
Commodore Blanco had then the command of 
the squadron, and these gentlemen had assured 
themselves that they could controul him just as 
they chose, on account of his indifferent knowledge 
of his duties as commander in chief, and espe- 
cially as he had to manage British seamen. This 
with all possible delicacy had been mentioned 
to Blanco, together with many whispers detri- 
mental to the character of Lord Cochrane. On 
the arrival of his lordship, Commodore Blanco 
was one of the first to hail him as the preserver 
of the liberties of his country, and to offer his 
services under the command of his lordship ; 
and thus the patriotic Chilean, smothered dissen- 
tion in the bud, and left its cultivators to feel 
the rankling of those thorns which they them- 
selves had planted. 

A few days after the arrival of Lord Cochrane 
he received from the government of Chile his 
commission as Vice-admiral of Chile, Admiral 
and Commander in Chief of the naval forces of 
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the Republic ; and on the twenty-second of De» 
oember he hoisted his flag at the main of the 
ez-Maria Isabel, now the O'Higgins, which 
flag Chile can exultingly say, was never hauled 
down until the last Spanish flag in the Pacific 
had acknowledged its empire, and either di- 
rectly or indirectly struck to it. At the close, 
when the fleet had finished its career of glory, 
it was lowered by the same indiyidual who 
hoisted it ; it dropped like the sun in the west, 
while the descendants of the Incas blessed it, 
for the benefits Uiey had received, with songs of 
heartfelt gratitude. 

On the sixteenth of January, 1819, Lord 
Cochrane left the port of Valparaiso on board 
the O'Higgins, Captain Forster, with the San 
Martin bearing the flag of Rear-admiral Blanco, 
Captain Wilkinson, the Lantaro, Captain Guise, 
and the Galvarino, Captain Spry ; the Chaca- 
buco. Captain Carter, followed, but a mutiny 
taking place on board, he entered Coquimbo^ 
where the principal mutineers were landed, sen- 
tenced by a drum head court martial, and shot. 

Lord Cochrane chose the first day of the 
carnival for his first entrance into the bay of 
Callao, suspecting that the whole of the inha- 
bitants would be engaged in the follies of the 
season — but he was deceivedi The Viceroy 
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Pesuela had chosen that day for one of his viaiti 
to Callao, and was sailing about the bay in the 
brig of war Pesuela ; when the Chilean squadron 
appeared off the headland of San Lorenzo, the 
captain at first mistook the Chilean vessels for 
Spanish merchantm^i expected from Europe; 
howeirer, fortunately for himself and the party, he 
immediately came to an anchor under the batte* 
ries. The circumstance of the visit of the Viceroy 
had caused the whole of the military force to be 
under arms, and the whole of the batteries were 
manned. A thick fog coming on, the San Mar- 
tin, Lantaro, and Galvarino,. lost sight of the 
flagship; however, without waiting for them, 
the admiral stood close in under, the forts^ and 
dropped his anchor ; a very brisk cannonading 
immediately commenced, and the dead calm 
that followed obliged his lordship to remain 
alone nearly two hours, under the continued 
cannonading from ashore* besides a brisk fire 
from the two Spanish frigates Esmeralda and 
Vengansa, brigs Pesuela and Maypu, and 
seven gun-boats« As soon as the breeze sprang 
up, the O'Higgins stood out, having sus- 
tained v^ry little damage either in her hull or 
rigging, and without a single person on board 
having been killed. The north comer of the 
Real Felipe was considerably shattered by the 
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shot from the O'Higgins, and thirteen persons 
were killed on shore. 

His lordship next entered into a correspon- 
dence with the Viceroy, concerning the treat- 
ment which the prisoners of war (Chileans and 
Buenos Ayreans)had received, and were actually 
receiving in the Casas Matas of Callao; the 
Viceroy denied that they had received any ill 
treatment, asserted that they were considered 
as prisoners of war, although rebels, and 
traitors to their king, and concluded by express- 
ing his surprise, that a nobleman of Great Bri- 
tain should so far have forgotten his dignity, as 
to head a gang of traitors s^ainst their legiti- 
mate sovereign^ and his lawfully constituted 
authorities. To this his lordship replied by 
saying, that the glory of every Englishman was 
his freedom, and that this had entitled him to 
choose to command the vessels of war of a free 
country, in preference to that of a nation of 
slaves — a command which had been offered to 
him by the Duke de San Carlos in the name of 
his master, Ferdinand VIL 

The following proclamations were distri- 
l>uted along the coasts of Peru, and sent also to 
the Viceroy. 
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Lord Cochrane to the inhabitants of Lima, 
and other towns of Peru : 

Compatriots! I flatter myself» that ere 
long I shall address you more cordially with 
this epithet The repeated echoes of liberty in 
South America have been heard with pleasure 
in every part of enlightened Europe, and more 
particularly in Great Britain ; T, not being able 
to resist the desire of joining in the defence of 
a cause that was interesting to all mankind, the 
felicity of half the new world to thousands 
of generations, have determined to take an 
active part in it The republic of Chile has 
confided to me the command of her naval forces. 
To these the dominion of the Pacific must be 
consigned; by their co-operation your chains 
of oppression must be broken. Doubt not but 
that the day is at hand, on which, with the an- 
nihilation of despotism, and the infamous con- 
dition of colonists which now degrades you, 
you will rise to fill the rank of a free nation ; 
that august title to which your population, your 
riches, your geographical position in the world, 
and the course of events naturally call you. 
But it is your duty to co-operate in preparing 
for this success, to remove obstacles, and to 
pursue the path to glory : under the assurance 
that you will receive the most efficacious assis- 
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tance from the goveniinent of Chile, and your 
truefriend» Cochrane. 

Don Jose de SaD Mairtin, to the soldiers of 
the army of Lima : 

Soldiers of the anny of Lima! — ^The object 
of my march towards the capital of .Peru is to 
establish an eternal reconciliation for the hap- 
piness of alL Nine years of horror have inun- 
dated America with blood and tears. You 
have been oppressed and fatigued with the evils 
of war, undertsJcen by the proud agents of Spain, 
to satisfy their own passions, and not for the 
good of the nation. The opinions and the arms 
of this part of the world will soon be presented 
before Lima, to put an end to so many mis- 
fortunes. You will only prolong the sterile sa- 
crifice, if, blind to the incesistible force of the 
general will, you attempt to support- ao rash 
an enterprize. Each of you has belonged to. the 
cause of the people ; each of you belongs to the 
cause of humanity ; the duties of a soldier can- 
not alter those of nature. The soldif rs of the 
Patria, as faithful in the path of honour as in 
that of victory, are terrible only to the enemies 
pf liberty. They set a higher price on the value 
of a victory, more from the injustice which it 
prevents, than for the glory they acquire. Fly 

VOL. III. X 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



154 TRAVELS IN 

then from die ignominy of perisbiBg with your 
detestable tyrants. In the ranks of your 
brother patriots you will find the path to 
honour^ to felicity and peace. A general who 
has never asserted a falsehood ensures this to 
you.-^Head quarters^ Santiago de Chile, 30th 
December, 1818. Jose de San Martin. 

The Supreme Director of Okile, to the inha* 
bitants of Peru : 

Liberty, the daughter of Heaven, is about 
to descend on your fertile regions ; under her 
•hade you will occupy amiong the nations of the 
globe that high rank which awaits your opu- 
lence. The Chilean squadron, now in sight on 
yoiu* coasts, is the precursor of the great expe* 
dition destined to establish your independence. 
The moment desired by all generous hearts ap- 
{HToaches. The territory of Chile, and her ad- 
jacent islands are free from the yoke of the op- 
pressor. Our naval forces may compete with 
those of Spain, and destroy her commerce ; in 
them you will find a firm support 

It will be an inexplicable enigma to posterity, 
that enlightened Lima, fer from aiding the pro- 
gress of Columbian liberty, shall endeavour to 
pKnijTe the generous efibrts of her brothers, 
and derive them of the enjoyment of their im- 
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[^tscriptible lights* The time is arrived for 
you to wash out the stain, and in which to re* 
venge the innumerable insults you have received 
from the hand of despotism^ as the reward of 
your blindness. Fix your ey^ on the.havoci 
occasioned by the tyrants in your delightful 
country ; at the sight of them engraved in its 
deftopulation, want of industry, monopoly and 
Oppression; observe the insignificancy undet 
which you have so long groaned ; fly to arms^ 
and destroy in your just indignation the standard 
of that despotism Which oppresses you, and you 
will then soon arrive at the summit of pros* 
perity. 

Believe not that we wish t6 treat you as a 
conquered country ; sudi an idea never. had ex* 
istence except in the heads of our enenues^-^of 
your common oppressors; we only aspire to see 
yon free and happy. You* shall establish your 
own government, selecting that ikrhich is most 
analagousto your cUstonto, situation, and in« 
elination; you shall be your own legislators, 
Imd of course you will constif ute a nation as free 
and independent as we are. 

Peruvians ! Why do yoik hesitate ? Hasten 

* From the voy fint prarlMMtifm this prpmiae was made to the PenivnM; 
M 1^ riidl 8d6D tee hoir it was fUffllid by an Mtftm. 
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to break your.chains ; come and sign on the 
tombs of Tupac.Amaru and Pumacachua, the 
illustrious martyrs of liberty, the contract that 
must ensure your independence, and our ever* 
lasting friendship. 

Bernardo O'Higgins. 

On the twenty-sixth a Spanish merchant ship, 
called la Victoria, laden with cedar planks and 
horses, from Chiloe, was taken by the San Mar- 
tin, and on the twenty-eighth the attack was 
made on Callao, and two of the gun-boats were 
taken, after which his lordship dropped down to 
Huacho, and ordered rear admiral Blanco to 
continue in the blockade of Callao with the San 
Martin and Lantaro, and any other vessels that 
might arrive from Chile ; but Blanco, after re- 
maining a few days, raised the blockade, and 
sailed to Valparaiso, where he was imme- 
diately placed under an arrest by the govern- 
ment until the arrival of the admiral, when he 
was tried by a court martial for a derelicti<m of 
duty, but acquitted. Lord Cochrane proceeded 
from Hu&cho to Barranca, and thence to Hu- 
armey and Huambacho, where he found a 
French brig that had received on board part of 
the money belonging to the Phillipine company. 
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and-which the captain immediately delivered 
up. 

The bay of Huambacho, about fifteen 
Biiles to the southward, of Santa, is one of the 
most convenient on the western shores of Ame- 
rica : it is completely landrlocked: the anchorage 
is capital, and the landing is very good: a 
small river of excellent water enters the bay, 
and in the valley abundance of fire-wood may 
be procured. This valley formerly belonged to 
the ex-Jesuits ; but on account of the decrease 
of water in the. river at certain periods of the 
year, . there not being . sufficient for the ordinary 
purposes of irrigation, the government has 
never yet found a purchaser for it 

The soil is sandy, with a mixture of vege^ 
table mould ; . but like the generality of the lands 
cultivated : in Peru it is extremely productive 
when irrigated. This . is evinced at the small 
indianhamletof Huambacho, about two leagues 
from the sea, and it would doubtlessly be a very, 
fit aiibuation : for a cotton plantation, which does 
not.require so much water as the sygar-cane or 
lucern. The. hills that surround the valley are 
covered with the remains of houses, belong 
ing to the indians before the conquest;, great 
num[bers of huacas are found here, and probably 
much treasure is buried in them. . 
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Lord Cochrane^ after the O'Higgiiis dud 
Galvarino had wooded and watered, proceeded 
down the coast to Paita, where having anchored, 
he scDt a flag of truce on shore, by Don Andres 
de los Reyee> a Peruvian, who embarksd at la 
Barranca^ stating that the toMm and inhabitants 
should receive no in}ttry> and th^t nothing but 
the treasures belonging to the govemttient 
should be taken, as had already happened at 
Huatnra« He requested that no resistance shouU 
be made, as it Would be unavailing, abd only 
subject the town to the destructive effects ad 
war. The answer was, that the town and 
the lives and property of the inhabitasts be* 
longed to the king, and that all should be 
sacrificed in defence of the S^nisb flag. The 
same individual was sent a Mcond time> to re*> 
quest that the military foree would not expose 
the town and its inhabitants; but instead of 
receiving the message they fired on the flag, and 
opened their battery on the Galvaraio* This 
insuh was immediately retented ; the marines 
Were landed, and soon drove the Spamards fimn 
the battery amd the town, which was then 
pillaged ; the artillery was emfaaiked, and the 
lort blown up. The CyHiggias and Gakarino 
went to the pert of Bsinnuica, and took eome 
cattle, sugar, and turn ftom tike larmof San 
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NtdiQhB» bekmgii^ to Doa Mftnuel Gatcia, a 
Spaniard. It was the conirtant practice of Lord 
Cochrane to quarter on the conimon eaemy, and 
DOthiBg was eter taken from a native by force, 
or without paying for it Hence we proceeded 
to OaUao, and thence to Valparaiso, where we 
Mrri^ed on the fifteenth of June. 

Valparaiso, aitnate in Httitiide 33^ T 4A'' S., 

md longitude 7V 30' B6" weet of Ghreenwieh, 

ii the principal port ui Chile. The natives 

flatter themarives^ that this name was giren 

|o the port by lihe first Spaniards who yisited 

i^ and that it is a syncope of Valle del 

ParaisQ, isalley of Paradise ; but it is equally 

pMsible, that the Spaniards, who had received 

•saggeraAed accounts of Ae country, comparing 

it to Paradise, on thm first approaching this 

l^act of the coast, aught have exclaimed, valde 

Paraiao ! vain Paradise I which designation its 

afyearonce at present would better justify. The 

bay is of a semieircular form, surrounded by very 

nleep hills, which rise abruptly almost from the 

edge of the water, particularly to the southward 

and about half of the range to the eastward ; the 

other half forms a kind of recess, and the hills 

ave not so perpendicular. During the winter 

Mason they are covered with grass, with some 
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stunted trees and bushes, su<^ as moUes, myr- 
tles, espino, and maytenes ; but the soil being 
a red clay, the verdure soon disappears when 
the summer sun begins to shine on them and 
the rain ceases to fall. 

The principal part of the town is built be- 
tween the cliffs and the sea, forming a row of 
houses, or rather shops; a few good houses 
stand also in a narrow street, but they cannot 
be seen from the bay, because a row of low 
houses with their backs to the sea prevent the 
prospect The greater number of the inhabitants 
of this part of the town, called the port, to 
distinguish it from the suburbs, called the 
Almendrali reside in the ravines of San Fran- 
cisco, San Augustin and San Antonio, where 
the houses rise one above another, forming a 
species of amphitheatre ; in many of them a 
person may sit in his parlour, and look over the 
roof of his neighbour s house ; at night the ap- 
pearance of this part of the town is pleasing, 
the lights being scattered about the hills in 
every direction. The Almendral, or suburbs, 
stands in a kind of recess in the hills, on a 
sandy plain, and most probably was in times 
past a part of the bay of Valparaiso; in- 
deed it is now often inundated by the spring 
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tides. Some regularity begins to be adopted 
here in the formation of streets, and some of 
the houses are neat At the bottom of the 
Almendral there is a small rivulet 

Valparaiso is defended by a fort on the 
south side of the harbour, one at the residence 
of the governor, and one on the north side of the 
bay : a citadel on the hill behind the governor's 
palace on an extensive scale is and will perhaps 
remain unfinished. The places of worship are 
the parish church, the conventuals of San Fran- 
cisco, SanAugstin, La Merced (in the Almendral) 
Santo Domingo, and the hospital chapel of San 
Juan de Dios. Some of the principal houses are 
built of stone, but the greater part are of 
adoves ; all of them are covered with tiles, and 
those that have an upper story have a balcony 
in front 

Since the revolution many English conve- 
niences and luxuries in dress and furniture, as 
well as improvements in the manners and cus- 
toms of the inhabitants, have been adopted, 
and almost any thing a la Ingksa meets with 
approbation. 

The market of Valparaiso is weU supplied 
with meat, poultry, fish, bread, fruit, and ve- 
getables at very moderate prices and of good 
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quality. The climate is agreeable except when 
the strong winds prevail. In the months of 
Jun^andJuly the winds from the northward are 
at times very heavy ; on this account the an- 
chorage is insecure^ because the bay is not 
sheltered in that quarter. 

From the time of the discovery to the year 
)810 this port wa^ only visited by vessels from 
}ima» bringing sugar, salt, tobacco, a small 
quantity of European manufactured goods, and 
some other articles of minor importance ; ship* 
ping in return wheat, charqui, dried fruits, and 
other produce of Chile and Peru. The popula* 
tion amounted to about five thousand souls ; the 
commerce was in the hands of four or five mer- 
chants, Spaniards, and the annual duties at the 
custom-house amounted to about twenty*five 
thousand dollars. After the victory obtained 
by the Chileans at Chacabuco almost two- 
thirds of the population of Valparaiso abandoned 
their homes, or were forced on board Spanish 
vessels and taken to Peru, and the town was 
nearly depopulated ; but since the revolution it 
has been constantly increasing in size, popula-* 
tion, and caches. In 1822 it contained about 
fifteen thousand souls, three thousand of whom 
were foreigners. From 1817 to 1822 upwardi 
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of two hundred houses were built ; at the latter 
date there were thirty-one established wholesale 
merchants, besides an incalculable increase of 
retail dealers : there were also twenty-six inns, 
cotfee-houses, &c« Besides the vessels of war 
belonging to the state, forty-one traders bear 
fhe national flag ; and the bay, formerly empty 
more than half the year, contains on an average 
fifty foreign vessels either of war or commerce ' 
during the whole year. 

The hospital of San Juan de Dios has been 
transferred from the centre of the town to the 
suburbs, and a Lancasterian school is- es- 
tablished in the old building. 

A general cemetery for catholics is building 
by subscription, and upwards of two thousand 
dollars have been collected for another for thg 
dissenters. As a proof of the increase of trade 
and speculation, a daily post is established 
between the port and the capital. 

DOLLARS. 

The receipts at the custom-house in 
1809, Chile being then a Spanish 
colony, were 26738| 

i)o. in 1821, being a free port . • 4643871 
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Number of vessels that entered and left 

Valparaiso in 1809, all Spanish. . • 13 

Do. that entered andeleared out in 1821 • 142 

That is : — ^Vessels of war ... 21 

of commerce 121 

It is quite unnecessary to dwell on the ad- 
vantages of commerce to any nation ; but here 
the result is peculiarly apparent, not only 
among the higher and middle classes, but among 
the lowest : the peasant who at the time of my 
residence in Chile, 1803, if possessed of a 
dollar, would bore a hole through it, and hang 
it to his rosary — the same peasant can now 
jingle his doubloons in his pocket. Those who 
in J 803 wore only the coarsest clothing, of their 
own manufacture, are now dressed in European 
linens, cottons, and woollens ; those who were 
ashamed to present themselves to a stranger or 
who dared not even speak to a master, now 
present themselves with confidence, as if con- 
scious of the importance of their civil liberty ; 
they boast too of Christian patriotism, genero- 
sity, and valour. The monopolizing Spanish 
merchants who purchased the wheat and other 
produce before it was ready for market at al- 
most any price, especially if the owner were 
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necessitated, or who lent the farmer.money, to 
be paid in produce at . his own price — suck 
merchants have disappeared, and a regular 
market is substituted, where the natives of 
every class enjoy an opportunity of speculating 
and of reaping the advantages of experience. 
Labourers of every class have a choice of work 
and of masters, and this secures to them a jurt 
remuneration for their labour. The higher and 
middling classes now know their importance as 
citizens of a free and independent country, in 
the prosperity of which they are interested, be- 
cause they are aware, that with it their personal 
prosperity is connected; they can. express 
and discuss their political opinions, and in short, 
from the lowest order . of colonial vassals they 
have become the subjects of an elective govern- 
ment and citizens of the world. 

The road from Valparaiso to the capital, 
Santiago, crosses the first range of mountains 
at the northern extremity of the Almendral, and 
, after passing over very uneven ground for about 
five leagues, a dismal looking plain presents 
itself; the grass is entirely parched in summer,: 
and in winter the water forms itself into several 
small lakes or swamps ; and scarcely a tree is 
to be seen in the vicinity. A small number of 
homed cattle is fed, but the prospect is cold 
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and dreary. After crossing this plain more tin- 
even ground presents itself, but being covered 
with grass, brushwood, and trees^ forming 
several small ravines, quebradas, with a few 
cottages stra^ling in different directions, the 
country appears beantifuUy romantic. 

The plain of Casi Blanca nest presents'it* 
delf, haTiiilg the town of the same name neatly 
in the c^tre.* The plain is pwfe6tiy level; 
about two leagues broad, and two and a half 
long; it has the appearance of halving been at 
some remote period a larg^ lake, but as tii^ 
2uce of Promiaucian india[ns, who inhabit^ tlmi 
part of the country before the conquest, has 
bfecohie extinct, all oral traditions have hkew 
extinguished with them. The soil is 4 hard 
clay, scantily covered with grass, and the only 
trees are a considerabte ikuHiber of esplnos* 
Th6 town contains about two thousand inha- 
bitants, who are generally employed in the cul- 
tivfltiott of tlie surrounding larms^ Having 
^ept her6 I proceeded on the following day tor 
Bustamante, passing ihe ctiesta dePrado, and die 
small town and river of Guracav^. Some parts of 
> die road are Remarkably picturesque ; in the ra* 
vines or valleys the view of the mountaia i^etiery 

*TluB town was oompl«t«ly dMtroytd by the ewthqiiaks in 1823. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



SOUTH AMBBICA. Uf 

^ grand ; from die mountains the prospect of the 
ravines and valleys, w well as the distant vieur 
of the snow-topped Andes, is magnificent. The 
myrtle, of three or four varieties, the different 
species of cactus, thearrayan, thepeumoa, the 
)K>idos, and the beautifully drooping mayten 
adorn the Bides of the ravines, offering a shade 
and rich pasture, on which a considerable nurn* 
ber of homed cattle, horses, and mules, are seen 
feeding* 

Busjtamante is a post house, where travellers 
often pttss a night when on their journey to 
or firom the capital; the accommodations are 
indifferent, but a few years ago nothing of the 
kind existed : it must therefore be considered 
an improvement. After leaving Bustamante 
the road gradually ascends, and at the dis- 
tance of about a league from the house the 
cuesta de Zapata commences. From the top of 
this eminencie the view of the Andes is most 
enchanting; the snow-covered mountains rise 
majestically, one range behind another, until 
their summits are lost in the clouds, or, when 
the sky is clear, till they are most exactly de- 
fined in the azure vault of heaven. When 
nearly at the foot of the cuesta, the city of San- 
tiago, the capital of Chile, makes its appearance; 
it is situated in a large plain, having a small 
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rocky mountain, called Santa Lucia, almost in 
the centre of which is a small battery. 

The excellent road from Valparaiso to San« 
tiago was made by the order and under the di- 
rection of Don Ambrose Higgins, when presi- 
dent of Chile. Before the formation of this 
road all goods were carried to and from the 
capital or the port on the backs of mules, but 
the greater part is now conveyed in heavy carts, 
carretas, drawn by two or three yokes of -oxen. 
A coach was established in 1 820 by Mr. Moss, 
a North American ; it went from Valparaiso 
to Santiago, and returned twice a week. The 
distance is thirty leagues. 
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SMtiiyK»«M.F<iii^*OTi...^Pttcriipti«i <f t|i«4:%....«Co«lnit ^w««ii flw 

Sodety here and at Lina State of Chile ...... Maimere and CosimM 

......Befelotieo ...Carrena......O'IIigflu Defeat at Raacagva. 

OMkaas croM tfiit CoediU«a......Actkn of CliaeBbaoo......Of Majpo.....* 

Death of Dop Joan Joie, and Don Lois Carreffa......Miinier of Colonel 

Bodrig;iws...k..Voraiation of a Kaval Force Death of Spaidih Priaonert 

at San Law Naval Bxpolitipo lodv I.^Ceehn]M^...*Fwlnreaf thn: 

Attack on Callao......Attack at Pisco Death of Lieatenant-Cokxiol 

€btfieB.....Xaptare of Veneb at GnayaqniL Squadron retnna toChil^ 

Santiago* the capital of Chile, wasfouodedoii 
tj>eS4th February, 1641, by the Spanish coiia 
queror Pedro de Valdivia. Its situation is in an 
extensive valley called de Mapocho, bounded 
on the east by the Cordillera, on the west by 
the hills or mountains de Prado and Poanque, 
on the north Jay the small river of Cdina, and oa 
th^ sojQtfa by the river Mapocho, or Topooalma^ 
which passes the city on one side, and feeds 
BMtny 0iS€qui0fi, small canals fiir irrigation; it 
also supplies the city with waten 

About the year 1450 Chile was invaded by 
the pijtfioe a&erwArds the laca Siachiroca, who, 
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more by persuasion than by force, possessed 
himself of this yalley; it was called at that 
time, Promocaces, the place of dancing, or mer- 
riment The Peruvian government was not es- 
tablished here on the first arrival of the Spa- 
niards, owing perhaps to the opposition made 
by the PromaucianSt who resided between the 
rivers Rapel and Maule, and whom they never 
subdued ; thus, although Crarcilaso de la Vega 
Inca places the boundary of the territory 
governed by the Incas on the river Maule, it is 
more probable that it was on the Rapel, for 
near the union of the Gachapoal vrith the 
Tinguiririca, taking the name of Rapel, there 
are some ruins of a Peruvian fortress, built in 
the same manner as those of Callo and Asuay, 
in the province of Quito ; these apparently mark 
the frontier, and especially as none are found 
more to the southward. 

Santiago is divided into squares or quadra, 
containing in the whole, if we include the 
suburbs, about a hundred and fifty, which are 
marked out by the streets; but many are in- 
complete, wanting houses to finish the bounda- 
ries. The principal public buildings are the 
mint, the palace of the supreme director, and 
the cathedral, which, like that of Conception, 
is in an unfinished state. The mint is a very 
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handBome edifice, vieing in elegance withi any 
other in South America, and equal to many of. 
considerable note in Europe. It was built by 
Don Francisco Huidobro, at the expense of 
nearly a million of ddilars : he presented it to 
the king, and in return received the title of 
Marquis of Casa Real ; but this and all other 
titles are declared extinct by the independent 
government. The palace of the supreme direc- 
tor is incomplete ; the right wing, which should 
correspond with the left, is entirely wanting. 
In it are the different offices belonging to the 
government, and also the public gaoL The 
unfinished state of the cathedral is likely to 
continue ; for large funds are wanting to finish 
so extensive a building. 

The bridge across the Mapocho is a hand- 
some structure of brick and stone. The tiffamar^ 
breakwater, serves to preserve the city from 
being inundated by the river when the water3 
increase, either by heavy rains in the Cordillera, 
or the melting of the snows in the summer, at 
which time this stream, though at other times 
insignificant, becomes a rapid torrent. Here is 
a public promenade, like the Alamedas at lima, 
having a double row of Lombard poplars on 
each side, forming a shady walk for foot passen- 
gers, while the middle one serves for carriages 
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and Udrsesr. The tajamar is fonned of two WaH4 
of brick-work, aod the interior is filled wiA 
earth; a rery agreeable promenade is made 
on the top, having several flights of steps t4 
ascend it ; some seats are also placed in the 
parapet which fronts the river ; the whole being 
two miles long. The snow-cotered Andes 
are about twenty leagues from the city^ yet 
they seem to overhang it, and the view of them 
from the tajamar is very majestic. 

Santiago is divided into four parishes ; San 
Pablo, Santa Ana, San Isidro, and San Fran*' 
Cisco de Boija. It has three Franciscan con^ 
Tents, two of the Dominicans^ one of San An^- 
gnstin, and two of La Merced : those belonging 
to the Jesuits were five. Here are seven nun« 
neries, two of Santa Clara, two of Carmelites, 
^cme of Capuchins, one of Dominicans, and one 
of Augustinians ; a house for recluse women 
called el Beaterio, and a foundliug hospital. 

Santiago was made a city by the king of 
Spain in 1652, with the title of very noble and 
very loyal ; its arms are a shield in a white 
ground, in the centre a lion rampant holding a 
sword in his paw, and orle eight scallops^ On 
It was erected into a bishopric by Paul lY. in 
1561. It was the residence of the President^ 
attd Captain-Oeneral of the kingdom of Chile» 
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tod cbunto fifty goveniars from Pedro de Val* 
dtTia, tbe firsts to Don Casimiro Marc6 del Pont, 
the hst; also twenty-tbree bishops^ from Dotr 
Rodrigo Oomales Marmolijo to the present Don 
Manuel Rodriguez. Here was alao a tribunal 
of royal audience, one of accompts, a consulate^ 
<Hr board of trade, treasury^ and commissariato. 
of bulb. The whole of the territory extends 
from the deeert of Atacama to tlm confines of 
Arauco, and was subject to the above-m^iticnied 
authorities from the foundation of the govern- 
ment in 1541 to the beginning of the fortunate 
rerotutton in 1810. 

The contrast between the society wiucfa i 
had just quitted in tbe capital of Peru and that 
which I here found in the capital of Chile was of 
the most striking kind. T&efinrmer, oppressed 
by proud mandataries, imperious chiefs, and 
insolent soldiers, had been long labouring un- 
der all the distressing effects of espionage, the 
gteatest enemy to the charms of every society : 
the overbearing haughty Spaniards, ^ther with 
taunts or sneefs, harrowing the very souls of 
tbe Americans, who suspected their oldest 
friends and even dieir nearest relations. In 
this manner they were forced to drain the cup 
of bittemesss to the last dregs, without daring 
by participation or condolence to tender it less 
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unpalatable; except indeed they could find 
an Englishman^ and to him they would unbosom 
their inmost thoughts, believing that every 
Briton feels as much interest in forwarding the 
liberty of his neighbour, as he does in pre- 
serving his own. In lima the iertulias, pr 
chit-chat parties, and even the gaity of the 
public promenades, had almost disappeared, 
and qtiando se acabard esto ? when will this end ? 
was the constantly repeated ejaculation. In 
Santiago every scene was reversed; mirth and 
gaity presided at the pdseos, confidence and 
frankness at the daily tertulias ; Englishmen 
here had evinced their lov^ of universal liberty, 
and were highly esteemed ; friendship and con* 
viviality seemed to reign triumphant, * and the 
security of the country, being the fruits of the 
labour of its children, was considered by each 
separate individual as appertaining to himself; 
his sentiments on its past efforts, present safety, 
and future prosperity were delivered with un* 
controlled freedom, while the supreme magis- 
trate, the military chief, the soldier, and the 
peasant hailed each other as countrymen, and 
only acknowledged a master in their duty, or 
the law. 

Another prominent feature in Chile is the 
state of her commerce, entirely formied since 
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the revolution ; it has rendered her not only 
independent of Spain, but of Peru also. For- 
merly the fruits and produce of this fertile 
region of the new world were entirely indebted 
to Peru for a market ; but with the spirit of 
freedom that of speculaticm arose, and markets 
and returns were found in countries, of whose 
existence ten years ago (1819) even the spe- 
culators themselves were ignorant. Several 
of these provinces were conceived to be so situ- 
ated, that no one attempted to visit them, judg- 
ing that such a journey would be attended with 
almost insurmountable difficulties; dangers as 
great as the majority of the inhabitants of Eu- 
rope supposed were to be encountered by a 
visit to the coasts of Peru. 

The manners and customs of the inhabitants 
of Santiago are now very different from those of 
Conception in 1803, which was at. that time 
nearly as affluent as the capital ; the estrado 
is almost exploded; the ladies are accus- 
tomed to sit on chairs; the low tables are 
superscjded by those of a regular height, those 
on which the family, who at that period crossed 
their legs like turks or tailors, sat on a piece 
of carpet, are now abolished ; formerly all ate 
out of the same dish, but now they sit at 
table in the same manner as the English, and 
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their meab. are served, up with regularity and 
neatness* The diaoordant jarrijDg of the aid half 
afcrang guitar has given place to the piano, ^d 
the tasteless dance of the country to the taste« 
ful country-dance. In many respects, indeedt 
the Chileans liere appear half converted into 
English, as well in Uieir dress as in their di: 
versions and manners. 

The following brief statement of the revdu? 
tion in Chile, extracted (rqm official documents^ 
and fidthful reports, will I flatter myself be found 
interesting to all classes— its detaib, howev^, 
must necessarily be confined within short limit& 

One of the peculiar features in all the South 
American revolutions was the aeeomplishment 
of the principal object, which consisted in de* 
posing the constituted authorities without blood- 
shed. This was die case at Caraoas, Santa 1?6 
deBogoti, Quito, Buenos Ayres and Chile; and 
at a later period at Guayaquil, Truxillo, Tarma, 
and even at lima; for the Spanish forces^ quitted, 
the city, and the Chilean entered without the 
occurrence of a skinnish eith^ in the capital ar 
its vicinity. 

The same causes which operated in Vene- 
zuela and Quito, and have been already stated^ 
were felt in Chile, and produced similar efiects. 
On the lQ.th July, UtlO, the piwident Carrasca 
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^to deposed by the native, inhabitants^ under 
>the plea of his incapacity of preserving thia.part 
of the Spanish dominions fior Ferdinand, when 
he should be freed from his captivity, and a 
junta which was formed of the Cabildo took 
npon itself to govern according to the old sys- 
tem, but with the secret intention of following 
the course and example of Buenos Ayres in 
declaring her independence. In 1811 Don 
Juan. Jose Carrera, the son of Don Ignacio 
Carrera of Chile (who had been sent to Europe, 
and in the continental war had attained the 
jank of a lieutenant-colonel and commandant o^ 
a regiment of hussars) crossed the Atlantic 
to succour his native country, which he was 
^considered by his friends as the only person 
x^pable of saving from, the impending min 
^nich threatened it from the result of the steps 
taken ; and he was in consequence nominated 
by the junta supreme president of the congress 
which was convened, besides which he was ap- 
pointed general in chief of the army about to be 
ibrmed. The first step which Carrera took was 
to establish a defensive army, which he imme- 
diately began to recruit and discipline, choosing 
hia officers from among the most zealous friends 
of liberty^ He constituted himself colonel of 
the national guards, appointed his elder brother, 
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Don Jode Miguel, colonel of grenadiersi and hift 
younger, Don Lui^, colonel and commandant (if 
artillery. At this time the principal military 
force of Chile was at Conception ; indeed the 
whole of the force, excepting two companies, 
which had always been on duty in the capital^ 
and about fifty stationed as a garrison at Valpa^- 
raiao, was employed on the frontiers of Arauca 
On hearing of what had taken place in the capi* 
tal» the troops at Conception declared them^ 
selves in favour of the cause of liberty* Tbt 
inhabitants of Conception pretended that their 
city was better calculated to be the seat of 
^vernment than Santiago ; and as the troops 
were principally composed of Pencones, nativei 
of the place^ they were persuaded to join in 
the request, which ocQasioned some difficulties 
to Carrera, and it was feared that this untimely 
pretension would be the cause of a civil war ; 
but it was finally adjusted that, for a specified 
time, the troops of Conception should remain, to 
the southward of the river Maule, and those of 
Santiago to the northward. This gave Oarrera 
an opportunity to gain over the troops, which h4 
did by sending emissaries to Conception, when 
a general reconciliation took place, and the 
whole of the troops were placed under the cooh 
mand of Don Juan Jose Carrera. 
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The Spanish troops from Lima, Coquimbo 
'tnd Chiioe, under the command of Colond 
Gaitisa, began hostilities in the south of Chile ; 
various actions and skirmishes occurred be^ 
tween (h^n and the undisciplined Chileans, the 
result being favourable to the latter* In 1813, 
Doa Bernardo O'Higgins (then a captain of 
militia) joined Carrera, who bestowed on him 
the rank of Ueutenant-colonel of the line, and 
shortly afterwards raised him to that of brigadier 
general, for the important services he rendered 
with the Guerilla parties. 
. In 1813, the three Carreras, with a conside* 
rable number of their oflGlcers, were retaken pri<- 
soners by the Spaniards, and confined at Talca. 
The command of the army devolved on O'Hig- 
gins, he being the senior officer. He availed 
himself of this opportunity, assumed the civil 
power, caused himself to be proclaimed presii- 
dent, and appointed a substitute in the capital 
to govern during his absence. The Carreras 
being possessed of money bribed the soldiers 
at Talca and made their escape. O'Higgins 
instantly offered a rewaurd for their apprehend- 
'men. The three Carreras immediately set oS 
to Santiago, disguised as peasants, and made 
themselves known to some friends; Don Luis 
was apprehended and imprisoned; Don Juan 
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Jose went in his disguise to the artillery bar- 
racks^ and having entered^ discovered himself 
to the officers and soldiers, who welcomed his 
arrival; and promised to support him ; in conse- 
quence of which he marched with the soldiers 
to the plasa, and liberated his brother Luisi. 
The citizens promptly reinstated the 'Carre- 
ras, and the news being conveyed to O'Hig- 
gins, he marched his army towards the capital, 
leaving the enemy to avail himself of the civil 
discords of the Chileans. Carrera proposed to 
unite their respective forces, proceed against 
tfa% common enemy, and leave their private 
quarrels to be decided by the fortune of war, or 
by the suffrages of the people. To these pro- 
posals O'Higgins objected, and the two generals 
prepared for action. Carrera chose the plain of 
Maypu, when O'Higgins soon began the attack, 
and was repulsed; the peasantry, under tte 
command of Carrera, although victorious, called 
on their countrymen to desist, not to fly, but to 
surrender to their first and best chief; this they 
did, were generously received, and forgiven. 
O'Higgins and his principal officers were made 
prisoners. They^all expected that their offended 
general would bring them to judgment as trai- 
tors ; but they were pardoned, restored to their 
former situations in the army, and O'Higgins 
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^as reinstated in the command of die van-goard, 

and receiyed orders to march towards Ran* 

cagua, where Garrera soon afterwards repaired 

with the remainder of the army. The Spaniards 

profited by the dissentions of the patriot chiefs, 

recruited and disciplined more troops, and in- 

veisted the town of Rancs^a on the first of 

October, 1814; Carrera and his troops de- ,^ , \^, »"^^ 

fended themselves here forty-eight hours, and ^"^ ^ J \t*' ^" 

when their ammunition w&s expended and they^ ' '^^ ^ v^^' 

Were obliged to evacuate the place, they cut ^^^"^^ 

iheir way through the ranks of the Spanisb 

soldiery sword in hand. G^eneral Garrera and 

his two brothers, O'Higgins, Benevente, the 

unfortunate Rodrigi];es, and several of the more 

wealthy citizens, crossed the Gordillera, leaving 

General Osorio in possession of the whole of 

Chile. 

The Spanish regime being thus re-establidted 
in Chile, the different .fiinctionaries who had 
been deposed resumed their offices, and a neW 
tribunal called de lapurificatim was estabticAtedf 
through which ordeal all those natives who 
wished to be considered as loyal subjects to 
Spain had to pass. It was composed of Span-> 
iards, principally officers, having the celebrated 
'Major San Bnmo as president. Nothing c«n 
4>e imagined more arbitrary than the condirct 
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of this- tiibtmal; its assumed duties were 
to exanune the proceedings of the inhabitants^ 
andf independently of any established laws ot 
set£onn8» tosent^ioe or acquit The prisons 
were filled with the objects of persecution,^ 
tiie places of exile were crowded with the 
tictims of this political inquisiticmr, and 'Chile 
groaned under the unwise admiaustratioa of 
Osario. This tyrannical general and Majrc6; 
instead of pursuing conciliatory meaauKs» 
which would have attached the mal^contents 
to their party, adopted every kind of perse-^ 
cution» and cultivated distrust;, until enmity* 
which ripened in secret, at the first fatvourable 
opportunity produced conspiraieies and lil the 
fiatal effects of revenge* 

General Garrera pursued his route to Buenos 
Ayres, where he embarked for the United 
States to Bolieit assistance ; while O^Higgins, 
RodrigueS) Mc Kenny, and Calderon began (6 
recruit and discipline a new army for tht re*oc- 
OBpationof Chile: the command of the army 
waff given to: San Martin ; it crossed the Coidilr 
Isia, and the battie of Chacabuco was ibugbt 
en the tweiaii of February, 1817, the result of 
winch haA already been stated. On the arrival 
of the pattiot troops in Santiago an electibkre 
govacnmentwas fonned» of wbicb ^enend Sail 
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Miyrtiii was ncmunated the sufMrem^ direeCor; 
bothe declined the offer».aiid recommended 
l»s friend. General O'Hig^ns, to fill the place. 

Tb^ refusal of San Martin to accept the 
first and highest post of honour in Chile was 
biisunderstood at the time; it was construed 
into a deference to the superior abilities 6t 
0*Higgins» and to modesty on the part of the 
hero of Chacabuco ; whereas some who knew 
him better wdre persuaded, that he intended to 
govern the government, and to make it subser^ 
vient to his own purposes. Besides, ti wider 
fiekl for the ambition of San Martin now pre* 
isented itself. He began to lock forward to 
Peru, which afterwards became the theatre of 
iiis warlike virtues. 

' The Spaniards kept possession of Talcahu^ 
eno^ as well as the southern provinces, and 
Teceived supplies from Peru, principally com^ 
posed of the regiment of Burgos, one of the 
%nest bodies of troops ever sent from Spain. 
General Osorio again took the command of the 
army, and marched towards the capital, while 
4ifae patriots mustered all theur forces to oppose 
liim. The Spanish force was composed of about 
4ve thousand regulars, and it gained several 
advantages, particularly one at Cancharayada, 
irrhere they surprised the' Chilean army ia the 
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night, and completely dispersed, it; and ha4. 
Osorio continued his march, he might hav^ 
entered the capital without any opposition ; but 
he remained at Talca, and allowed the patriots 
to collect their scattered forces. This they were 
not slow in performing, for on the fifth of April 
they presented themselves on the plain of May- 
pu about seven thousand strong, including the 
militia; indeed very few of them could b$ 
called veterans, except in their fidelity to the 
cause of their country. O'Higgins having been 
severely wounded in his right arm at Cancha* 
rayada, could not take the field, but remained 
in his palace at Santiago. San Martin and 
Las Heras commanded the patriots, and Osorio 
the royalists on this memorable day, which 
sealed the fate of Chile. The conflict was ob- 
stinate and sanguinary during the greater part 
of the day ; in the afternoon fortune appeared to 
favour the Chileans, when lieutenantrcolonel 
O'Brian observed, that the regiment of Burgos 
were endeavouring to form themselves into a 
solid square; he immediately rode up to General 
San Martin; and begged him to charge at 
the head of the cavalry and prevent the com* 
pletion of this manoeuvre, stating, that if it 
were effected nothing could prevent their 
marching to the capital. San Martin, instead of 
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ctmrging at the head of the cavalry, ordered 
O'Biian to charge, which he did, and completely 
routed the Spaniards, and gave the victory to 
the patriots. Osorio on obaenring the fate of 
the regitnenttif Burgos fled with a few officers 
and part of his body-guard. When 0*Briaa 
retaraed to the commander in chief and re* 
ported to him the news of the victory^ he was 
answered by a bottle of rum being offered to 
him by the hero of Maypn, accompanied with 
this familiar expression, toma! take hold ! 

Of the five thousand men commanded by 
Osorio two thousand fell on the field, and two 
thousand five hundred were made prisoners, 
with one hundred and ninety-three officers, who 
were immediately sent across the Cordillera to 
the Punta de San Luis and Las Bruscas ; Ge* 
neral Osorio, with about two hundred follow- 
ers, escaped from the field of action and fled to 
Conception. 

This victory over the Spaniards gave to the 
Chileans that complete independence for which 
they had been struggling ever since 1810; but 
the glory of the achievement was tarnished by 
what took place as well at Mendosa on the east 
side of the Cordillera as at Quillota on the 
west. On the return of General Carrera from 
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the United States, bringing with him several 
officers and some supplies of arms, for the 
purpose of equipping an expedition for the 
liberation of his country, he found, on his arrival 
at, Buenos Ayres, that his two brothers were 
on their parole of honour in thiscity^ and were 
not allowed to return home nor to join the army« 
This proceeding astounded Carrera, but he had 
scarcely time to inquire into what had taken 
place, when he was himself arrested and placed 
on board a gun brig belonging to Bu^ios Ayres ; 
at which time his two brothers, fearing the same 
fate, fled, Don Luis on the nineteenth of July; 
1817, and Don Jose Miguel on the eighth of Au- 
gust : on the seventeenth they were apprehend- 
ed near Mendosa, and thrown into prison, 
v^hen they were in hopes of having been able to 
cross the Cordillera and again to serve their 
country. 

It appears that Don Jose Miguel Carrera 
when at Rio Janeiro had obtained a copy of the 
negpciation which had been carried on in 
France by Don Antonio Alvares Jonte, the 
agent of the supreme director of Buenos Ayres, 
Pueyrredon, for the purpose of establishing a 
monarchy in this place, and of giving the 
throne to Charles Louis Prince of Lucca, the 
son of Don Louis of Bourbon, heir apparent to 
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the Dukedom of Parma, and Dona Maria Louisa 
of Bourbon, daughter to Charles lY. of Spain, 
afterwards <;aned the king and queen: of Etruria. 
The possession of these documents, and a know^ 
ledge of all that had transpired, rendered Car- 
rera an unwelcome visitor at Buenos Ay res, and 
a suspicious character to Pueyrredon, who, to 
provide for his own safety, determined on the 
destruction of this individual, but he escaped 
from the brig and fled to Monte Video. 

Don Jose Miguel and Don Luis were equally 
dangerous opponents to the vices of San Martin, 
who on hearing of their being arrested sent^over 
his arch-secretaryDon Bernardo Monteagudo to 
bring them to their trial; and as it was neces- 
sary to forge some ostensible motive for their 
execution, as that of having disobeyed the or- 
ders of a government to which they had never 
promised fealty could not be accounted suf- 
ficient, Don Juan Jose was accused of hav- 
ing murdered the son of the postmaster of 
San Jose in the year 1814, of which act, how- 
ever, Monteagudo himself says, in his Eairacto 
de la Causa seguida contra las CarreraSy p. 7, 
^ although from the nature of the circumstances 
the murder could not be proved by evidence, 
yet 'the whole of the procured evidence was 
such, that the probability of the aggression was 
in the last degree approaching to a certainty/ 
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As this aeca^alion did not include Don Luiil 
another plan was laid tbat sbould inculpate the 
tw^ brothers. Some of the sdidiers then on duty 
at Mendoaa were directed to propose to the 
prisoners the mieans oS escaping, to which they 
acceded, and on the3dthof February, 1818« 
Pedro Antonio Olmos informed the governor of 
Mendosa that Don Juan Jose and Don Luis 
Carrera had formed a plan to esca|ie from prih 
son on the following night,. amd brought in Man** 
nuel Solis to support the information. This put 
the machine in motion, and five other soldiers 
were adduced as evidence against the unfor- 
tunate brothers. On the lOUi of March the 
examinations closed, on the 1 itb they were re* 
quested to appoint their counsel, and on the 4th 
of April the Fiscal solicited the sentence of 
death ; on the 8th the solicitation was approved 
of, as being according to law, by Miguel Jose 
Galigniana and Bernardo Moateagudo, to which 
was subjoined the following order: ** let the sen- 
tence be executed— ^Oon Juan Jose and Don Luis 
Carrera ai'e to be shot this afternoon at five 
o'clock/' (Signed) ToribiodeLusuriaga. The two 
unhappy brothers heard their sentence at three 
o'clock in the afternoon, and they were slaugh- 
tered at six. They left the dungeon arm in arm, 
walked to the place of execution^ and havmg 
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eubraced each otber, sat theinselves down on 
a bench, and ordering the soldiers to fire, 
Ihej agidn embraced each other in death. 
The conduct of General San Martin in this 
afiair may perhaps be defended by his friends 
and partisans;, bnt the prevalent belief is, 
tuA on finding a consideraUe party in Chile in 
fiivour of the Carreras, be was determined on 
tbesr destraction, and that the order for the exe- 
cution of Don Jaan Jose and Don Luis was 
sent by him to Lusnriaga the governor. Nothing 
however can be conceived more brutal than 
what occurred at Santiago after the execution of 
the two brothers. San Martin sent to their un* 
happrf fattbet an account of the ^cpenses incur- 
red on their tria} and execntioo, with an order 
ht immediate payment, or that the father should 
be committed to prison. The venerable old man 
defirayed the bloody charge, and two days after- 
wards he expired, the victim of malice and of 
persecution. I viras at Santiago at the period^ 
and foUow<ed the corpse to the grave. 

At the same time that this tragedy was per- 
formed on die eastern side of the Cordillera, 
another, which ibr its midiright atrocity exceeds 
even the fabulouslegendsof cold-blooded cruelty, 
was performed by the same manager on the 
western side: an act that would curdle die 
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milk of sympathy into a clotted mass of hatred. 
Don Manuel Rodrigues obtained the, rank of 
colonel in the semce of his country ; . he crossed 
the Cordillera after the defeat of the patriots at 
Rancagua, remained with O'Higgins, and as-^ 
sisted to discipline the army commanded. by 
San Martin ; the battle of Chacabuco added 
honour and glory to his name> and the field of 
Maypu crowned him with laurels. His conduct 
as a soldier and his manners as a. gentleman 
had endeared him to all who knew him ; but 
the record of his virtues was the instrument of 
his destruction; the jealousy of San Martyn 
could not brook, a rival in those glories which 
he considered exclusively his own» and that the 
popularity, of Rodrigues might withdraw for one 
moment the attention of a single individual 
from contemplating the greatness of the hero of 
Maypu. Rodrigues was apprehended^ and sent 
to Quillota, where after he had remained a few 
days» San Martin sent a corporal aud two sol- 
diers, with, an order for Rodrigues to be deli- 
vered up to them ; he was conducted along the 
road leading to the capital, and not permitted 
to stop at night at a house which they passed, 
and where he requested they would allow him 
to rest. The morning dawned on the everlasting 
resting place of thiB gallant Chilean^ — he was. 
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mlirdered at midnight by .his ruffian g^ard, and 
bucied at a short distance from the high road* 
Inquiries were afterwards made by the relatiyes 
of Rodrigues, but no satisfactory accounts could 
be obtained at head-quarters; the soldiers who 
were the only persons capable of giving infor* 
mation were not to be found ; this was easily 
accounted for ; General San Martin had sent 
them to the Punta de San Luis» to be taken 
care of by his confidant Dupuy^ who was at this 
time under training for another scene of blood* 
shed, mofe horrible, if possible, than the past. * 
After the expulsion of the Spaniards, the 
supreme director, O'Higgins, knowing the im* 
portance of a naval force, which might protect 
the shores of Chile and its commercial interests 
against the Spanish vessels of war, applied 
himself seriously to the acquisition not only of 
vessels but of officers and crews. The two 
£ast*indiamen, the Cumberland and the Wind- 
ham, afterwards the San Martin and the Lau- 
tero, were purchased; the Chacabuco and the 
Pueyerredon were equipped ; the Calvarino was 
purchased, and the Maria Isabel was taken. 
But after all this die possession of vessels 
would have been attended only with expense; 
had not the good fortune of South America been 
supported by the devoted services of Lord* 
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Oduane, to whom tbe western shores of the 
new world owe their emancip«tk»i| aad Eng* 
land the commerce of this qaarfeer of the globe* 

O'Higgins being desirotts of lightening the 
harden of the administratioci which had been 
confided to him» nominated five kdividnals es 
ooBMilting senators; but he imwarily granted 
to Ihem such powers as made them independent 
of his own authority^ and consequentiy ren- 
dered himself subsenrient to their determina- 
tions. This x^tused innumerable delays in the 
despatch of business, znd prevented that secresy 
which is oitfia indispensably necessary in the 
affieiirs of state ; indeed these two defects of 
tardiness and publicity were often risible in 
Chile, for by such delays the enemy was in-* 
formed of the designs of the government, and 
prepared to thwart their •exeoutiofi. 

After the squadron had sailed from Valpa- 
raise on the fifteenth of January, 1919, under 
the command of Lord Cochrane, the whole 
attention of the Chileans was engrossed with 
the expectation of decisive victories winch were 
to be obtained over the Spaniards in Peru ; they 
felt themselves secure under the protection of 
the fleet, and congratulated each other on having 
now transferred the theatre of war from their 
own country to that of dieir enemy; but a new 
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Mene ei horror presented itself, suffioient not 
only to astonish the inhabitants of this part of 
the new world, but to call down on the head 
of its author universal execration. The following 
extract is from the ministerial gazette of San- 
tiago of the fifth of March, 1819: 

*' On the eighth of February last/ between 
eight and nine o'clock in the morning, my orderly 
informed me that some of the Spanish officers 
confined here wished to see me. I ordered 
bim to allow them to enter ; I was at this time 
conversing with the surgeon Don Jose Maria 
Gomes and my secretary Don Jose Manuel 
Riveros. Colonel Morgado, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Morla, and Captain Carretero entered ; Carre- 
tero sat himself down on • my left hand, and 
after a few compliments, he drew from his 
breast a poignard, and struck at me with it, but 
I fortunately parried the blow. Carretero ex- 
claimed at the same time, ^* these are your last 
moments, you villain, America is lost, but you 
shall not escape T' I drew back to defend my- 
self against Colonel Morgado, who attempted a 
second blow, at which time General Ordones, 
Colonel Prime, and Lieutenant Burguillo en- 
tered: Gomes, the surgeon, immediately left 
the room, calling for assistance, and my secre- 
tary Riveros endeavoured to do the same, but 

VOL. III. 2 c 



Digitized by 



Google"^ 



194 TRAVSLS IN^ . 

wap preyented.by Burguillo. For a .coaedderr. 
able time I bad to defend. myself against die mz 
a^mssiDS* who began to desist oa hearing the 
sbouts of th^ people that surrounded the house, 
smd were using every effort to enter it ; I re-, 
quested they would , allow me ta go out and 
quiet the , populace, to which they consented ; 
but the moment I opened the door leading, from 
the patio to the plasa, the people, rushed in, an^ 
put the whole of them to death, except Colonel 
Morgado, whom I killed, and thus the attadc 
on my person was revenged. 

'^ I immediately discovered that a plot had 
been formed by the whole of the officers, con- 
fined he^e, to liberate themselvesi and to pass 
ov,er to the Guerilla parties under the command 
of Carrera and Alvear; however,, the populace 
and, the soldiery took .the alarm, and several o£ 
the prisoners have paid with their lives, the 
temerity of the plan they had, laid. , I immedi-- 
ately oitlered Don . Bernardo Mpnteagudo io 
form a suxnmary process, which on the fourth 
day after receiving the order he informed me 
yras finished, and I agreeing with hi9 opinion, 
ordered the following individuals to be shot- 
paptsdns.Gonsales, Siei:ra and Arriola ; ensigns 
RiescQ, Vidaurjazaga and Caballo; .privates, 
Mpya and Peres. . The number of enemies who. 
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ii0V6 eeaieied to exist ibi otie general/ tlitee odio* 
•nels, twolieutenant-coldnels^ Erne captains^ five 
lieuteiiantB/ seven ensigns, one intend^nt of thd 
army, one ebmmissary, one sergeant and two 
privates." This was signed by Vicente Dupuy, 
lieiiitenant--governor of San Luis. 

Many other statements of the transaction 
were ciroulated by the ftiends of eabh party. 
i oeoeived the follofving from a person entirely 
independent of both, and who had n6 motive 
for furnishing me with ah exaggeratdd account : 

^' On liie night of the seventh of February, 
1918; when the Spanish field officers confined af 
San Luis were pl&ying' at cards with Don Vi- 
cente Dupuy, thi$ Keutentot-goverhor hap- 
pebed'tb lose some 'money, and immediafeiy 
seized: what was lying before Colonel Ribeix); 
Ribero expottulaMd, and' tiotwithstanding th6 
enttreatiesOfMs friends, at length struck Dupu^ 
on the face, whose friends immediately seized 
some arms, w^^h had been placed in tKeinoom, 
and the Spaniards also availed themselves of 
part of them* The uproar that was fdrmed 
alarmed the guard, and tiie Spanish prisoners, 
ieairftil of the result, laid down their arms an3 
biigged Dupoy's-' pardon; it Vras grantM, and 
he pledged his word and hdtioiir, that if they 
would aDow him to go out, he 'would pacify the 
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tunHiU lyade by the guar^l ud pomace ; 4bb 
Spaniards belieTed him; he went out; but inr 
Btead of <iuieting the disturbauce he spread the 
aUurm, and called upon the people to revenge 
tl^ inyults he had received ftom the Godos 
(Goth8> the name by which the Spaniards were 
known); Dupuy re-^itered the house with some 
soldiers and other armed individuals, and Gene- 
iB^ Ordonesy Colonel McMfgadd, with six oth^ 
officers were inmiediately butchered by theln; 
C<4onel Primo seeing that he could nbt esoape, 
took up a pistol and shot himself; every Spa- 
niard found in the streets was also massacred 
at the same time^ find many ^ere murd^ed in 
their bouses; in all fifty SpKbish o^ers were 
massacred, and only two escaped of the whole 
immber, which at that time were at San Luis. 
For this memorable action Dupuy was created 
a colonel-major, and a member df the Legion 
ofMerit of Chile* 

** Dupuy was afterwards tri^d* by order of the 
government of Buenos Ayresi for several ictb of 
assassination an,d cruelty which he had com- 
mitted, and he defended bimself by producing 
written orders from San Martin for the assassi* 
nation pf Rapo&o and Conde, as also for the 
murder of the unfortunate Rodrigues*-these 
orders were very laconic— jMuari p&r San Lidsi 
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(MiemJ|M3|MjfNwfe, r^cHale Hen, pcro ^ M fOKtel 
mante al atro Imdo de Skm Luis. Prm^J/lud; y d* 
knch, a$i, anmOti paradlnen de la Patrla: wiH 
pass through San Liufi» he has my passport, re* 
eeive him politely^ but iSXo4r him not to pass die 
wood on the Other side bf Saa LutsJ-^Prompti^ 
tude and silence, this is necessary fer die good 
of the country. However, Dupuy was exiled te 
L% Rioja, whence he escaped, and foHowed San 
Martin to Pertf. He ako proved, thttt the order 
ibr the execution of the Carreras was a i^ttoal 
onie gitrea by San Martin before he left Mendma.^ 
With respect to Genetaal San Margin, it may 
be observed, that as his character and aofioas 
have been so grossly niis-stated by bdierwri«» 
ters^ it becomes necessary that some tiiedts 
whidi have hitherto been withheld sfaoidd be 
ptablished, as well for the purpose of historical 
truth* as fbr that of dissipating Ibe cloud wliidi 
envelopes the conduct of several mdrriduafe 
who have lent thleir assistance to the cause of 
American liberty* The presende of Kdn- 
teagudo at Mendoza for the eaeecution of the 
Caireraie^ and of hii being iemployed on a similar 
mission at ^anLuis, are rather stnngeccHnci- 
deuces; with the additional circumstance, that 
he was arrested in the bouse of hn Engfish mer^ 
chant residing at Santiago, and sii the supposed 
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character of a piidoner/ was setit by tl|e order 
of San Mkrtin to San Lois/ where he was con- 
sidered a prisoner until called upon to form 
&e process, and draw up the sentence of di&ath 
against the Spanish officers, which sentence 
appears to have decreed his own Kberatioh, for 
he immediately recrossed the Cordillera, and 
remained with his patron. 

In 1819. the Spaniards under the command 
of General Sanches eyacuated Conception atid 
Talcahuano, crossed the Biobio, and proceeded 
through the Araucaniah territory to Yaldivia. 
Sanches plundered . the city of Conception of 
every yaluable which) he could take with him; 
the .church plate< and-ornaments, and even nuiny 
of the iron windows belonging to the houses ; he 
also persuaded the nuns to Ibave their cloisters 
and to follow the fortunes of the army : they did, 
and weare abandoned at Tucapel, and left among 
theihdians. 

V A native of Chile named Benavides Was 
left by Sanches at the town of Arauco, for the 
purposet of harassing the patriots at Conception, 
and several Spaniards of 'the most licentious 
characters chose to remain with ^im. Bena- 
vides was a native of the province of Concep- 
tion, and served some time in the army of his 
country, but deserted to the royaliists : at the 
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battle of Mnypu Jbe was taken- prisoner; and; 
ampng^ other . delinqyents, > was ordered to be 
shot^ in the dude of , the eyening. However, 
BenaTides was not killed, although his face was 
staixied witjli the gunpowder, and having fallen, 
he. made some motion, which the- officer ob- 
serving, cut him across the neck with his sword, 
and left him for dead ; but evoi after this he re- 
covered sufficient strength to crawl to a small 
house, where he was received and cured of his 
wounds. It is said .that afler. his recovery he 
held a private conference with San Martin ; I 
have been perfectly satisfied on this head, and I 
am ce^rtain that no such interview overtook 
place ; indeed . San Martin is not • the man for 
such actions, nor would it have ;been prudent 
for any chief to have risked his existence with 
a desperado like Benavides. This monster fled 
from Santiago, joined General Sanches at 
Conception, and was left by . him in the com- 
mand of the small town of Arauco, where the 
most atrocious hostilities commenced that have 
ever disgraced eyen the war in America. 

The attention of the government was em-^ 
ployed in fitting out a seqond naval expedi- 
tion to the coast of Peru, for the latest advicea 
from Europe confirmed, the former, which 
stated, that a naval. force preparing in Cadiz, 
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and composed af like two line of battle ships 
iUexander and San Telmo, the frigate Pnieba, 
and some smaller ressels, was destined to the 
Pacific. The Chilean squadron was by no 
means competent to cope with such a force ; 
besides which, two frigates* the Esmeralda and 
Yengansa, three brigs of war, and some small 
craft, as well as armed merchantmen at GaUao, 
bejing added to what was expected from Spain, 
the force would hare been overwhelming. It 
was therefore determined, that the squadron 
should attempt the destruction of the vessels in 
Callao^ by burning them. Mr. Goldsack, who 
had Qpme to Chile, was employed in making 
Congreve's rockets, of which an experiment was 
made at Valparaiso, and which answered the 
expectations of Lord Cochrane. 

Every necessary arrangement being com- 
jdeted, the squadron, consisting of the O'Hig- 
gins, San Martin, Lautaro, Independencia, 
(which arrived on the 83rd May, 1819, having 
been built in the United States for the go- 
vernment of Chile) the Gralvarino, Araucano, 
the Victoria, and Xeresana, two merchant 
vessels which were to be converted into fire- 
ships if necessary, left the port of Val- 
paraiso pn the twelfth of September, and 
having first touched at Coquimbo, arrived in 
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the bay of Cadlao on the twettty-€ighth. liOrd 
Cochrane anncmiioed t^ the YicieMy {^edoela hia 
intention of desitrayiafg the skipping in the bay. 
if possible; but he proposed to him te^ms on 
which be would desist; naitte}y, that he 
would dittiinifih the numbef of his vessels 
by seading part of them to leeward, and 
.fight the Spanish force mem to man, and gun 
to gnii, if they wonld leave their anchorage/ 
and this, jsaid he, might be the means of pre* 
serving the property of individuals then in the 
bay. .His excellency) however, declined the 
efaadleage, observing, that it was of a nature 
which had never been before heard of. The 
preparatione for Uxrowing rockets among the 
shipping immediately commenced, and on the 
night of the first of October several were 
thrown, but without effect: the firing from 
the batteries and shipping began at the mo^ 
meat the fimt rocket was thrown, .which ap- 
peared as a signal to the enemy. From our 
ancfaoimge we could distinguish the heated shot 
that flew through the air like meteors in minia- 
ture; however, little injury was sustained on 
either side: our loss consisted in Lieutenant 
Bayley of the Galvarino and one seaman. One 
of the rafts under the direction of Lieutenant^ 
colonel Charles was protected by the Indepen^ 
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dencia ; the second by two mortars under that 
of Major Miller, now (1824) General Miller, was 
protected by the Galvarino ; and the third under 
Captain Hinde was defended by the Pueyrre- 
don. By accident Captain Hinde lost his light- 
ed match rope, and sent on board the brig for 
another, which the soldier dropped on stepping 
from the boat to the raft; it fell among the 
rockets, and an explosion took place, but no 
serious injury was experienced. 

In the nights of the second, third, and 
fourth several more rockets were thrown, with- 
out particular success: some damage was 
done to the enemy's vessels, but on the fourth 
they were completely unrigged, which was un- 
doubtedly a wise precaution. Several of the 
rockets exploded almost immediately after they 
were lighted, others at about half their range, 
others took a contrary direction to that in which 
they were projected, and it became evident that 
some mismanagement had occurred in their 
construction. On examining them, some were 
found to contain rags, sand, sawdust, manure, 
and similar materials, mixed with the com- 
position. Colonel Charles, who had been com- 
missioned to superintend the making of the 
rockets, was at first incapable of accounting for 
this insertion, but at length he recollected, that 
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the government of Chile, with a view of saving 
the wages of hired persons, had employed the 
Spanish prisoners to fill the rockets, to which 
mistaken policy the whole squadron might have 
fallen a sacrifice; for had the vessels which 
were expected from Spain arrived, the Chilean 
forces would never have been able to cope with 
the Spanish, especially when joined by what 
was in the bay of Callao. 

On the fifth a large vessel was observed 
to windward. It proved to be the Spanish 
frigate la Prueba, part of the expected squad- 
ron: advices which we received from shore 
informed us, that the Alejandro had returned to 
Spain, and the general belief was, that the San 
Telmd had been lost off Cape Horn, which was 
afterwards proved to be the case. 

The fire-ship being ready was sent into the 
bay under the direction of Lieutenant Morgel ; 
an unceasing cannonade was kept up both from 
the batteries and .the shipping ; the wind died 
away, and such was the state of the fire-ship, 
that Lieutenant Morgel was obliged to abandon 
her, and she exploded before she came to a po- 
sition where she could injure the enemy. Owing 
to the news which we received the following 
day, the admiral determined not to send in the 
second fire-ship, but to proceed to the north* 
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¥^f(fd» to propure fre^h provisions and water, as 
veil as to obtHin news respecting the Spanish 
frigate. The crew of the San Martin being uar 
healthy, his lordship ordered her, the Indepen* 
denoia and Araucano to Santa, and the Lautaro 
and Qalvarino to Pisco, to procure spirits and 
wine, the royal stores being full at this place. 
A iniUtajy force being stationed at Pisco, part 
of the marines were sent from the O'Higgins 
and Independericia, and the whdie were placed 
under the orders of Colonel Charles. On the 
14th of October we anchored in the harbour of 
Santa, and immediately began to drive the cat- 
tle from the farms belonging to the Spaniards 
down to the beaph; but whatsoever was re- 
ceived at any tinje from the natives was always 
punctually paid for ; this so enraged a Spaniard, 
Don Benito del Real, that he headed some of 
his own slaves and dependents, and came from 
Nepena to Santa, where he surprised one of onr 
Bailors, and took him prisoner ; he imoMadiately 
returned, and reported by an express to th^ 
Viceroy Pesuela, that he had secured Lo?f[ 
Cochrane's brother in disguise. This news 
made its appearance in the Lima Grazette, and 
nothing could exceed the disappcuntment of the 
royalists in Lima, when they discovered that 
their noble prisoner was only a commoq sailo^* 
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Oq the 15th the Lautaro and Galywino ar^ 
rived from Pisco, and as nothii^ can give a bet<- 
ter aceouiit of what occurred at this place than 
the official dispatch of the admiral to the Chi- 
lean governmcDt, the following traaslation i« 
fiiubjoined : 

'' The absolute want of mafiy indispensable 
articled in the squadron, as I have already in- 
ionned you, left me no other alternative than to 
abandon the object of the expedition, or to take 
the necessary provisions from the enemy. I 
adopted thd latter, and sent the Lautaro aind the 
Oalvarino to Pisco for the purpose of procuring 
spirits, wine, rice and some other articles. 

^^The result of this expedition has been 
glorious to the arms of Chile in the valour shewii 
by her officers and soldiers when fighting hand 
to hand with the enemy, and in the assault pm 
the city of Pisco, and the fort to which the 
forces of the Viceroy retired. It is my painful 
duty notwithstanding to inform you, that the 
unfortunate Lieutenant*Colon^l Charles closed 
in this action bis career in the cause of liberty, 
to which his soul was devoted, at a moment 
when it promised to be the most brilliant which 
the human mind could desire. The courage and 
judgment of Charles were not more visible than 
the talent and general knowledge which he 
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possessed ; such as could only receive an addi- 
tional lustre from his peculiarly agreeable sua- 
vity of refined manners, and from that diffidence 
in his behaviour, as if he considered that he 
had not arrived at the portal of wisdom, when 
all who surrounded him saw that he was one of 
the inmates of the temple. 

"Would to God that that sword, the com- 
panion of his travels over the greater part of 
the globe, in search of information, in the day 
of danger, and in the hour of death, be em- 
ployed by his brother, to whom in his last mo- 
ments he bequeathed it, wilh equal zeal in the 
just and glorious cause, in which' my ever to 
be lamented friend Charles has prematurely 
fallen. 

*' Lamenting the loss which the cause of 
liberty and independence has suffered in the 
death of Charles, as well as all those who knew 
this able and meritorious officer, I subscribe 
myself with an anguished heart, your most 
obedient servant, (signed) Cochrane." 

" To the minister of marine oif Chile, Novem- 
ber seventeenth, 1819." 

The Spanish force at Pisco was composed 
of six hundred infantry and two hundred ca- 
valry, part veteran and part militia; six pieces 
of eighteen pound calibre in the fort, and two 
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field pieces, mounted and served in the city. 
The force under the unfortunate Charles con* 
sisted of two hundred and eighty marines. 
After taking the fort they advanced on the city, 
and took it Colonel Charles fell about a hundred 
yards from the town, and was immediately con* 
veyed on board the Lautaro, where he died on 
the following day. His last expressions were, 
^'I hoped to have lived longer, and- to have 
served Chile ; however, fate decrees the con** 
trary ; but. Captain Guise, we made the Spa- 
niards run T' Major Miller took the command 
of the troops, and having arrived at the plasa, 
he was severely wounded by a musket shot 
passing through his body, but he recovered, and 
has continued to serve the cause of liberty in 
the aew world. A considerable quantity of 
spirits and wine was embarked, but the sea- 
men, owing to the facility of obtainmg their 
favourite beverage on shore, became so unruly, 
that Captain Guise was obliged to bum the 
stores, consisting at that time of about fourteen 
thousand eighteen gallon jars of spirits, and 
wine, 

Hesdth being in some degree established 
among the crew of the San Martin, she, with 
the Ind^pendencia, was ordered to Valparaiso, 
and his lordship with the O'Higgins, Lautaro^ 
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aadOatvariao^ proceeded to the rifer of Guaf^ 
yaquil, ia the hopes of ialhug in with the 
Prueba. On the twenty-seventh we entered 
the mouth of the river, at eleven p. u., and at 
five the following mornings to the astonishineiit 
of the natives, we were at the anchorage of the 
Pund^ where we foand two large Spanish mer'- 
chant ships, La Aguila and La Begona^ almost 
kden with timber; after some resistance the 
crews cut their cables, and allowed then 
to drop down the river, as the ebb tide had 
begun to run; however the boats from the 
Q'Higgins, the only vessel that had arrived, 
nsained thenx before they received any damage^ 
The Spaniards took to their boats, and fled up 
the river, 

A slight dissentkHi happened hei^ between 
Lord Cochrane and Captam Guise, who asserted 
that the prizes had been plundered by the 
officers of the flag fiAdp ; bnt on being ques« 
tinned by his lordship respecting the asset* 
tion, be denied having ever made it. A report 
was afterwards circulated by Captain Spry, that 
it was the intention of the Admiral not to allow 
the Lantaro and Galvarino to share in the prizes, 
they not having been in sigbt when Ike vessels 
were captured, nor until the boats from the flag 
ship had tiJcen possession of them; ho#eveiv 
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Captain Spry declared to the admiral, ** on his 
liodoiir,'* that Ae report was absolutely, false. 
Spry being now convinced that no objection 
would be made to the vessels that were not pre- 
sent at the captare, sharing in the prized/ next 
circulated a rumour, that Lord Cochrane had no 
right to share in the double capacity of admiral 
and captain; but he also declared, ''on his 
honour/' that he had neither made nor even 
heard such a report. These triAng circum- 
stances would be unworthy of detail, were they 
not connected with future transactions in the 
squadron of serious importance, which it will 
be my painful duty to relate* 

The Spanish frigate la Prueba had arrived at 
the Pun4 on the fifteenth of October ; and hav- 
ing placed her artillery on rafts, she went up to 
the city, where, for want of pilots, it was impos- 
sible for us to follow. Having watered, and 
purchased a large stock of plantains and other 
vegetables, we left Guayaquil river on the 
twenty-first of December. The vessels of war 
and the prizes received orders to proceed to 
Valparaiso; the O'Higgins appeared to have 
the same destination; but having made the 
island of Juan Femandes, the admiral gave 
orders to stand towards Valdivia instead of 
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Valparaiso^ myingj that he wished to examine 
that port; because the Viceroy of Peru had 
assured the Peruviaiis^ that one of the line of 
battle 0hips had entered VakU?ia» and was 
there refitting, for the purpose c^ making an 
attack on Vfdpvaiso. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Pksange from Gm^fmfaSH Sifo; to Valdivnu,..f JUonl Coeliiiat neonottim, 

^the Harboiir.^...Captare of the Spanish Brig Potrillo Arrival at Talca- 

hiiiiiio..«...PrepaTa,tloii8 for an Ezpedilioo to Vaidivia ......Troops fiir- 

alshid bjr Csiiiil FrBin....«X>'liigsini mm agniPDni...^AnKff«l <tf Ti^ 

dim Osptore of VaJdiria. AttsBpt on Chiloe &i|s......Ilatiini of 

Lord Codhftaie.:....Le*TM VakllTia' Cat Valparaiso : Victory' bj Bsan* 

dMr.».......AiiiTal of tho IidopandsMb and Afaiic«M^,....^.0'Higste 

repair8d.«....Betam to Valpani80......Coodaict of Chilean GoveinaMnL.... 

Lord' Cochrane resi^ the ^Vnunani^ of the dqoadroii. 

On's peculiarity which accompbttiied our voyatffe 
wns, that htiving the larboai^ tacks on board 
at our dcpartare frofai the mouth of the Guayist- 
qm\ river, they were never started until our 
anivai off VaWivia, the difference of latitude 
being Sff" 27'. The currents which run from 
the southward seem to decrease in about 92^ 
westldil^tude, and at 98^ in 33"" of south latitude 
they are scarcely perceptible. Here also the 
wind gtradually draws round to the eastward, 
atid in twenty-seven Spanish joiimals which T 
have examined of voyages made at all seasons 
of the year, thia has been universally observed. 
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On the seventeenth of January, 1820, we 
made Punta Galera, the south headland of the 
bay of Valdivia, having the Spanish flag hoisted. 
Early on the rooming of the eighteenth the ad- 
miral entered the port in his gig, and returned 
on board at day-break, having examined the 
anchorage, and convinced himself that the Spa- 
nish ship of war was not there, the only vessel 
in the harbour being a merchantman. 

For an excursion of this nature the spirit of 
enterprize of a Cochrane was necessary. When 
the strength of this Gibraltar of South America 
is considered, the number of batteries, forming 
ah almost uninterrupted chain of defence, 
crowned with cann6n, the shot of which cross 
the passage in various directions ; under such 
circumstances, the resolution to brave all danger 
for the advancement of the Chilean service re- 
flects the highest possible honour on the admiral; 
besides, to this brief and perilous survey South 
America owes the expulsion of her enemies from 
this strong hold. 

At half-past six o'clock a boat with an 
officer, three soldiers, and a pilot, came along- 
side,, having been deceived by the Spanish 
flag whicK we hoisted; they were detained, 
and proved an acquisition of considerable 
importance. Immediately afterwards a brig 
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hove in siglit, which we chased and cap- 
tured ; she proved to be the Spanish brig of 
war the Potrillo ; she had been sent from Callao 
with money for the governments of Ohiloe and 
Valdivia, and was at this time on her passage from 
the former to the latter place. After the capture 
I was most agreeably surprised to find, that two 
of the daughters of my kind friend Don Nicolas 
del Rio, of Arauco, were on board ; and that, 
at the expiration of seventeen years, it was in 
my power to return part of the kindnesses which 
I had received from their family, when a forlorn 
and destitute captive in Araucania. 

On the 20th we anchored in the bay of Tal- 
cahuano, and in the course of two hours Gene* 
ral Freire, the governor of the province and suite 
came on board to welcome the arrival of Lord 
Cochrane. I availed myself of this opportunity, 
and solicited permission for the two Miss Rios 
to return to their home, to which the general im-- 
mediately acceded ; although, said he, with the 
exception of their brother Luis, all the family 
have been determined enemies to the cause of 
their country. Late at night an officer came on 
board and informed me, that two soldiers wero 
under sentence of death at Conception, that 
they were to be executed on the foUowing 
morning for the crime of desertion, and that 
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be had beea deputed by 9otae of his brotlie^ 
<^0»K Ho sdiok the intervention of tile adminit 
in^ tiieir behalf. I reported this to \m lordship, 
Md a letter was dent in the morning;, to w^ck 
die following; atts^ey was received : 

^ My Loi^ — Ch^ md Ghileami are eve^ 
dfty MMe anJ more indebted to y6a ; the favotti^ 
w&vdh you have this day done me, in felfeviHg me 
from ibe neeedsity of enforcing the exeet^tibiif of 
ttkothet sentence t4 death, is eq^al, in the soa!6 
of my feetitfgfs, to the= ]*>af don. I shall send the 
f^^ deserters to th^ik your Ibid'ship', for I have 
impressed on their minds what dtey owe to' your 
hMklship's goodness. I hiave to beg that they be 
iik^roi^orated in the marines, where, fighting 
Hiider'your immediate ordenr, they may evince 
flieif love of the patria, and erase the stain with^ 
wMich liiey have soiled a cause which has die 
honour of counting Lord Cochrane amdng'its 
most worthy defenders &c.— Ramon If reire.** 

Oii the day after our arrival. Lord Gbcliranid 
had a privatfe conference with General IfVeire, 
sind proposed to him ad attempt otl Valdivia; 
Which his lordship offered to Undertake with fouf 
huildred soldiers, if the general would place 
tttem at his disposal, secresybdug a positive 
condition. This truly patriotic cHief itnmedi- 
ately aeceded to the terms, and {Hed^^ himself 
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liot tocdmrnniiicate the plan^irea to tbekipremie 
goveramenty imlfl tlie I'esult Bfaoald be biowa. 
It is impoBsible not to admire this gMerous con- 
duct of Freire. He lent part of im army, when 
he was on the eve of attacking Benavidtis, and 
exposed hiinself, by thus weakening his division, 
to the displeasure of his superiors^ should Lokd 
Ooohrane not succeed. But his love for his 
country, and the high opinion which he enter- 
tained of the admiral, overcarae every objectioq. 
Tlie generosity of Freire is equally piraiseworthy 
in another point bf view : he gave part of his 
force to anotiier chief, for the purpose of obtdia- 
ing a vibtory, in the glory of whicAi he could not 
he a partieipater, except as an American inter- 
ested in tb6 glorious cause of the liberty of his 
country. 

Orders were immeditt^^ given to pret>ai? 
for a secret expediid<m ; but as this ^ptoceuk- 
ing was so novels a aeent wis put in cireda- 
tion, that the deatxBation was to Tuoapel^ in 
order to harass the eaemy^s force at Arauco; 
and the distmice being so very short, hither 
ofioera nor privates, encumbered themsi^ves 
with luggage^ All was ready on the afternoon 
o£ the 28tih, and two hundred and fiftjr mea^ 
with tiif»r respective offiens, ^dst the cimi^ 
mand of Major Beauchef, were embwked on 
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board the O'Higgms, the brig of war Intrepid, 
and the schooner Montezuma, which were at 
Talcahuano on our arrival. We got under weigh 
in the morning, because the wind continued 
cahn during the whole of the night. 

About four o'clock in the morning his lord* 
ship retired to his cabin to rest, leaving orders 
with Lieutenant Lawson to report if the wind 
should change, or any alteration should take 
place. As soon as his lordship had left the quar- 
ter deck, Lawson gave the same orders to Mn 
George, a midshipman, and also retired to his 
cabin. The nx>rning was so. remarkably hazy, 
that it was impossible to see twenty yards ahead 
of the ship, and a slight breeze sprmgtng up; 
the frigate ran aground on a sand-bank off the 
island Quinquina, and so near to it, that the 
jib-boom was entangled among the branches of 
the trees on shore. This accident brought the 
admiral on deck, half-dressed, when to his 
astonishment he saw large pieces of sheathing 
and fragments of the false keel floating about 
the ship. A kedge anchor was immediately 
carried out astern, and in a few minutes we were 
again afloat. The carpenter sounded, and re- 
ported, "three feet water in the hold:" the 
men at the pumps were almost in despiedr, all 
imagining that the expedition had failed iat its 
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vtay outset : in lidlf an hour the carpenter re- 
ported, no abatement in the deptb of ^ water : 
well, said his lordships but does it increase? no, 
said Ae carpenter, and orders were imtnediateljr 
given to staiid out to sea. 

On the second of February, to the south- 
ward of. Punta^Oalera^ the whole of the troops, 
including th^ marines of the O'Higgins, were 
pUiced on board die brig and the schooner; hin 
lordship embarked in the latter, and proceeded 
lo the bay of Valdivia ; having anchored at 
sunset near to a small bay, called Aguada del 
Yngles, English watering place. Major Beau- 
chef took the command of the troops, embark- 
ed at Talcahuano, and Major Miller, having 
recovered of tiie severe wounds which he re- 
ceived at Pisco, took the commahd of his brave 
marines, and assisted in adding new lustre to 
the arms of Chile. 

An advanced party of six soldiers and a 
sergeant was despatched under the command of 
the Ensign. Vidal, a young Peruvian, having as 
a guide one of the Spanish soldiers, who came 
o£f to the O'Higgins in the boat on our first ap« 
pearance off Valdivia : they drove the Span- 
iards from the two guns stationed at the avan- 
«ada, and following their footsteps, arrived at 
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the battery of San Carioe, but not before the 
gate wds closed. 

This battery is foriiied on the land side by 
placing pieces of the trunks of trees one upon 
another to the height of ten feet; and Yidal 
Ending it impossible to scde the wooden wall 
exerted himself in dragging out two of the 
logs, and then crept through the hole, followed 
by his piquet. Having entered, he formed his 
veteran gang and began to fife on the Spanish 
soldiers, who not being able to distinguish 
either the number or situation of their enemy 
fled in disorder, some clambering over the 
palisade, while others opened the gate and 
fled in less aj^arent disorder. Two ofScen 
came to Vidal, and said to him, why do you fire 
on us, we are your countrymen, we do not be- 
long to the insurgents ? I beg your pardon, an- 
swered Vidal, you now belong to the insurgents, 
being my prisoners of war. The two astonished 
officers immediately sufrehdered their swords* 
At this moment Captain Erescano, a Buenos 
Ayrean, arrived with forty marines, and with- 
out any hesitation butchered the two officers; 
heedless of the remonstrances and even threats 
of Vidal,^ who told him, that at another time he 
should demand satisfaction : he now immedi- 
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ately left Erescano, and mth* his hnye soldiefs 
followed the enemy. The batteries of Amargos 
and the two Ghorocamayos fell in the same man- 
ner that San Carlos had fallen, and Vidal had 
patened the bridge of the Castle del Corral when 
Captain Erescano arrived with forty marines: 
thus in five hours all the biaitteries on. the south 
side of the harbour were in our possession. 

At nine o'clock in the morning of the third, 
the O'Higgins laid to at the mouth of the har- 
bour, under Spanish colours. The Spaniards at 
Niebla were a second time deceived; for be*, 
lieving her to be a vessel from Spain, they made 
the private signal, which not being answered by 
the frigate, the soldiers immediately abandoned 
the b»ttery» and fled in the greatest disorder. 
After the O'Higgins was brought to an anchor, 
detachments of troops were sent to Niebla and- 
the battery of Mansera on the small island 
bearing the same name. The vessel at anchor, 
in this port was the Dolores, formerly under 
the Chilean flag; but in November, 1819, part 
of the crew took possession of her at Talcahu- 
ano» and having slipt her cables, sailed her to 
Arauco, where Benavides landed those of ^the 
crew who were accused of being insurgents, ' 
and immediately ordered them to be shot on the 
beach : a boy who witnessed this horrid specta* 
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ok begw to ciy, whlcdft UMig obsenred by 
RenaYuiea, he imniediately beat out his brains 
with his baatOB. This murderer not knowing 
whatito do with Idle ship, sent her to Valdivia, 
where she became our prize ; the ringleader, 
a native of Paita, was also secured, sent to 
Valparaiso, tried and executed. 

The important strong hold of Valdivia was 
thus annexed to the republic of Chile by one of 
those inexbaustible resources in war which 
have marked the career of the hero under whose 
immediate directions and unparalleled intrepi- 
dity the plan was formed and executed. Lord 
Cochrane having personally attended to the land- 
ing of the troeps, and given his final Mders to 
Miller and Beauchef, took his gig^ and, notwith'- 
standing the shot from the battery of San Carlos^ 
rowed along the shore, watching the operations 
of the troops, and serving as the beacon to glory. 

In fifteen hours firom our landing we icere in 
possession of the ad;vanced posts of Agqada del 
Yngle9> el Piojo, de la Boca, and de Playa 
Blanco ; of the batteries of San Carlos, Amfeup- 
gos, Chorocanvtyo ako and bajo^ Mansera, asid 
Niebla; and of the Castle del Coiral,mounting 
on the. whole one hundred and twenty-eight 
pieces of artillery. 
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In the magw^ea there wer^ eigbt hundred 
ud forty bwrels^ of g^powder, each weighing 
one hundred and twenty-five pounds, one hun* 
dred and seventy thousand musket cartridges^ 
about ten thousand shot, many of copper, be-i 
sides an immense quantity of all kinds of war-« 
like stores. Our loss consisted of seven men 
killed, and nineteen wounded ; that of the ene-^ 
my of three t>fficer8 and ten soMiers killed, and 
twenty-one wounded; besides six ofitcers pri-^ 
soners, among whom was the Colonel of Can* 
tabria. Don Fausto del Hoyo, and seventy^six 
Spanish sergeants, corporals, and privates. 

Every thing being secured in the port, hia 
lordship went widi part of th^ troops to th« 
city, which had been sacked by the Spaniards^ 
who had fled towards Chiloe. AprovisiensI 
government viras immediately deeted by the 
natives who were present, at which, by his 
lordship's orders, I presided, and received the 
elective votes ; the pensKA chosexi beivg aftei^ 
wards confirmed in his situation a^ governor a4 
interim by the admiral. On examining thei 
oorrespandence in the archives, I found that 
many serious complaints had been made by 
QuiBta&illa, the governor of Chiloe, to Montoyi^ 
theex^pgovemorof Valdivia, stating his fear of 
a revdution at San Carlos, the principal town^ 
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This induced his lordship to appear off Chiloe, 
and even to land part of the force that could be 
spared at Valdivia. He gave orders to prepare 
for embarkation on the 12th, but unfortunately 
the brig Intrepid was driven from her anchorage 
by a strong northerly v^ind, and wrecked on a 
sand-bank that stretches into the bay from the 
island of Mansera. This very serious loss was 
regarded by the admiral like our former ac- 
cident at Talcahuano, and orders were imme- 
diately issued for the soldiers to embark in the 
Montezuma and Dolores. The short respite 
from active duty allowed his lordship to inform 
the supreme government of Chile of his success 
^ at Valdivia ; which he effected by sending a 
small piragua, with orders to touch at Talca- 
huano, and to report to General Freire the re- 
sult of the expedition. 

The receipt of the upexpected news at 
Valparaiso was a moment of exultation to the 
friends of Lord Cochrane, and a very severe 
check on the tongues of his detractors ; some of 
these had been busily employed in forming 
matter wherewith to tarnish the rocket ex- 
pedition; and they generously attributed its 
fidlure to the unskilfulness, not of those who 
had prepared the missiles^ but to the persons 
who had used them. His absence from Chile was 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



SOCTTH AMSRIGA. 2Sa 

adduced as a proof of his disobedience to the 
orders of the governm^t Now» however, all 
was hushed, and erery one exclaimed, '' we 
knew that our admiral would n6t return to Chile 
without adding new laurels to his brows.^ This 
was re-echoed in Valparaiso; and long live 
Cochrane ! was the general cry ; long. live the 
hero of Valdivia! resounded in every street 

On the 13th, Lord Cochrane went on board 
the schooner Montezuma, and sailed with the 
Dolores for Chiloe, where the troops were 
landed, and two small batteries taken, and 
afterwards demolished. The young Ensign 
Vidal was again appointed to command an ad« 
vanced party of twenty-four scddiers, and when, 
ascending the hill on which the Castle de la 
Corona is built, he lost* eleven of his m^ 
by a volley of grape from the battery, he im- 
mediately ordered the drummeirto beat a retreat: 
that is impossible, said the boy, knocking the 
sticks together, for my drum is gone. In fact 
it had been shattered to pieces by a shot ; how* 
ever Vidal retired, carrying three wounded men 
with him, and Miller being wounded at the siaime 
time by a grape shot which had passed the fleshy 
part of his thigh, the retreat to the boats was im- 
mediately ordered. The resistance m&de at this 
place by the natives, headed by several ftiars^ 
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was a convincing proof that they were det^r- 
mined supporters of the cause of Spain> and 
as die patriot force was not sufficient to attempt 
a conquest of the town, the soldiers weire re- 
embarked. 

During the absence of the admiral with th6 
marines, part of the troops embarked at Con- 
ception were left on duty at the Castle del Cor- 
ral, under the command of Ensign Latapia, who 
in cold blood, and without the slightest proro- 
cation, ordered two of the prisoners, a corporal 
and a private, to be shot. I immediately or- 
dered four officers who were on shore to be sent 
on board the O'Higgins, fearful that they might 
be treated in the same manner. On the return 
of his lordship on the twentieth, Latapia was 
placed under arrest on board, and the necessary 
declarations were taken, according to the Spa^^ 
nish forms, for his trial by a court-martial. He 
was conveyed to Valparaiso as a prisoner ; his 
conduct, together with that of Erescano, was 
reported to the government, and when we ex- 
pected to hear of their being sentenced to some 
kind of punishment, we were surprized to find 
that they had been promoted. These two indi^ 
viduals were afterwards employed by San Mar- 
tin, and by him they were again promoted in 
Peru. 
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His lordship having given orders for the 
O'Higgins to be overhauled and repaired, con- 
sidering it unsafe to venture again to sea in her^ 
he embarked on the twenty-eighth in the Mon- 
tezuma for Valparaiso, taking with him five 
Spanish officers, and forty privates, prisoners, 
leaving directions with me to superintend what 
was going on here, until I should receive orders 
from the supreme government. 

Major Beauchef having collected all the 
force he was able, which, including the troops 
embarked at Conception, and some volunteers 
of Valdivia, amounting only to two hundred and 
eighty individuals, marched to the Llanos, 
having received information that the Spaniards 
who fled from Valdivia had sworn at Cbiloe that 
they would return and either conquer or die in. 
the attempt The two armies met near the 
river Toro, on the sixth of March, and after an 
engagement of less than an hour, the Spanish 
officers mounted their horses and fled, leaving 
the soldiers to their fate. On the tenth Beau- 
chef arrived at Valdivia, bringing with him two 
hundred and seventy prisoners, with alt the 
arms and baggage belonging to the Spaniards. 

The Independencia and Araucano arrived on 
the twelfth, with' the necessary workmen and 
tools for the repairs of the O'Higgins ; after she 
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was hove down, it was discovered that besides 
a great quantity of sheathing, she had lost nine* 
teen feet of her false keel, and about seven of 
her main keel. On the eleventh of April the 
repairs were finished, and we embarked for 
Valparaiso, where we arrived on the eighteenth. 

The Spanish force stationed at Valdivia con- 
sisted of part of the regiment of Cantabria, part 
of the Casadores dragoons, artillery, pioneers, 
marines, infantry of Conception, artillery of 
ditto, battalion of Valdivia, dragoons of the 
frontier, and lancers of the Laxa; these were 
the remains of the Spanish army which left 
Conception, under the command of General 
Sanches, in 1819, besides the regular garrison 
of the port, amounting in all to about one thou- 
sand six hundred, while the expedition under 
Lord Cochrane amounted only to three hundred 
and eighteen. 

The government of Chile ordered a medal 
to be struck in commemoration of this important 
victory, and it was distributed to the officers. 
His lordship expected some remuneration for 
his men as prize-money, but the government 
could not understand how prize-money could 
be due to a naval expedition for services done 
onshore. The Dolores had been laden with 
vi^arlike stores at Valdivia; the admiral requested 
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that die Talue o£ these might be decreed to the 
captors, but the answer to this request was an 
order for the stores to be disembarked in the 
arsenal at Valparaiso, and the following para-» 
graph from the pen of the hireling Monteagudo 
made its appearance in the Censor de la Revo* 
lucion, which was conducted by this patriotic 
scribbler : — 

'* We are informed that Admiral Lord Coch- 
rane is determined not to allow the debarkation 
of the warlike stores brought from Yaldivia in 
the ship Dolores, on the plea of their being a 
prize to the squadron which has restored that 
province from the hands of the enemy to Chile. 
We cannot persuade oursdves that his lordship 
does not acknowledge, that all the stores exist* 
ing at Yaldivia at the time of its restoration be- 
long to the state of Chile in the same manner 
as those in the provinces actually forming the 
state, without any other difference than that 
these were restored to the free exercise of their 
liberty before that was. Even if Yaldivia did 
not belong to Chile, we do not make war on 
every section of America, but on the Spaniards 
who hold a domination over it : tliese are the 
principles which have always regulated the con« 
duct of our armies; and nothing save the 
exclusive property of the Spaniards has been 
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subjected to the rights of war. It would aim 
be a pernicious precedent to future operation if 
whatever was found in a conquered territory 
should belong exclusively to the victors. We 
are persuaded that some misunderstanding has 
taken place respecting these warlike stores 
brought by the Dolores : Admiral Cochrane is 
well acquainted with public rights, and the 
high opinion which we entertain of his honour- 
able character obliges us to doubt that which we 
are not inclined to believe." 

Lord Cochrane afterwards asked Montea- 
gudo if he believed what he had published was 
just or according to law ; no, said he, certainly 
not, but I was ordered to write and to publish 
what appeared in the Censor. His lordship 
being convinced that the government was de-* 
termined not to reward the services of the 
squadron, assured them, that this would cer- 
tainly be the last service of the kind which they 
would receive from it : he also warned them 
against expecting that men would risk their 
lives, after undergoing the greatest privations, 
without any remuneration : he told them, more- 
over, that as he considered the proceedings on 
the part of the government as most unjust, he 
should never request of his officers or men any 
sacrifice, except when the means of rewarding 
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them were in his own hands. The government 
wishing to conciliate the Admiral^ made him a 
present of a large estate in the province of Con- 
ception ; but his lordship immediately returned 
the document, stating, that it was the services 
of the men which ought to be rewarded, that 
his own were anl)>ly repaid by the glory of the 
achievement All his pleadings, however, were 
in vain, and no reward was ever given to them 
by the government for the capture of this most 
important fortress ; hay more, it was questioned 
whether Lord Cochrane ought not to be tried 
by a court-martial for having fought and con- 
quered an enemy without the sanction of the 
government ! a fair proof of what would havei 
been the consequence had not the result been 
favourable to his lordship. 

A series of plots now began to take place 
one after another, which seemed to threaten 
even the stability of the government : the 
regiment number one, stationed at Mendosa^ 
revolted, Benavides entered Conception, and 
committed several most daring outrages ; and a 
conspiracy was said to have been formed in the 
capital against the government by the Carrera 
party, and the supreme director was so thwarted 
by the senate, that he could not act with that 
promptitude and decision which circumstances 
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required*: the greatest possible evils, publicity 
and procrastination, where secresy and des* 
patch were necessary, counteracted in the most 
essential points the wishes of the supremacy* 
The persons who were accused of being con-* 
spirators were apprehended, among whom were 
included the last remains of the Carrera family, 
and other individuals who were obnoxious to 
O'Higgins : these were all embarked on board 
the brig of war, Pueyrredon, and sent down to 
the coast of Choco, where it was expected that 
they would shortly die, and where in fact the 
uncle of the Garreras did die ; but, contrary to 
the expectation and even the request of the 
Chilean government, that of Colombia received 
them as friends, and some of the exiles being 
officers, Bolivar incorporated diem in his army, 
with a promotion ; for which act of justice 
he never had any reason to complain. The 
fluctuations in the designs of the government 
are well portrayed in die following letter from 
Lord Cochrane to the supreme director : 

'< Most Ext Sir — Being at present indisposed 
with a palpitation of my heart, which at times 
affiicts me most severely, and which would be 
increased with a journey to Santiago, were I to 
midertake it according to the request of the 
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government) I feel myself obliged to solicit an 
excuse; persuaded as I am» that the following 
exposition, whidi contains all that is necessary 
to remind you to reflect on what is past, and to 
anticipate what is to come, will be sufficient. I 
also hope that my exposition will be ascribed to 
the sincere desire that I have of serving your ex« 
cellency, to whose interests I am most sincerely 
attached, as being the august representative of 
the sacred cause of your country's welfare. 

*' Touching on what is past, you will do me 
the honour to recollect, that I recommended to 
you the indispensable necessity of removing 
among the seamen all kinds of distrust with 
respect to their pay and prize-money : the first 
of which they have not yet received, and of the 
second they have been totally defrauded ; your 
excellency promised me that they should be 
regularly paid, and that whatever prizes were 
taken should be entirely appropriated to these 
two objects ; the moiety belonging to the captors 
should be immediately distributed, and the 
other, appertaining to government, should be 
applied to the payment of arrears^ and equip* 
ment of the vessels of war. I am well aware of 
the lowness of your funds ; but having, accord- 
ing to your promise made to me, informed the 
crews of the different vessels what would be 
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the course pursued, the men expect a fulfilment 
of the promise made, and will consider me to 
be the author of the deception if they discover 
that what has been promised to them is applied 
to other purposes. Your excellency will allow 
me to assure you, that if I had not supported 
the promise made to the seamen, the real squa- 
dron would not have now existed, and that if 
the promises are not fulfilled, the squadron will 
now cease to exist. 

'' Nothing is more difficult than to manage a 
mass of such heterogeneous materials, as that of 
which the squadron is composed — men of dif- 
ferent nations, manners, and religions — men 
whose suspicions are easily alarmed, and whose 
interests cannot be contradicted with impunity; 
they may be reconciled if duly attended to, and 
incorporated with those of the state : but if this 
is not done, they will become opposed to its 
welfare. 

** The experience which I acquired during 
the first cruize, convinced me most completely, 
that in addition to the punctual payment of 
the crews, it was necessary for their health 
and comfort, as well as for the cleanliness of 
the vessels, which contributes so much to 
these objects, that proper clothing and beds 
should be provided. With respect to the means 
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for procuring these articles themselves, the po- 
verty of some, and the relaxed habits of others^ 
are obstacles, besides which the temptations 
met with at Valparaiso, generally deprive them 
of the power before they leave the port. For 
the acquirement of this desirable object, I made 
several applications to the different departments 
of the government, requesting that such arti- 
cles might be purchased and distributed to the 
crews, according to the practice observed in all 
naval countries. The treasury not being able 
to pay the value of the articles, this vras done 
with part of the prize-money taken during the 
cruize ; at the same time that the money so em« 
ployed ought to have been applied to the pay- 
ment of the captors of the Montezuma ; and 
although frequent applications have been made, 
this, like the debts of the crews of the squadron^ 
has never yet been attended to ; but, on the 
contrary, such sums as were destined, according 
to ihe promise of your excellency, to the sole 
purpose of liquidating such debts, have been 
applied to other purposes, while part of the 
seamen who have fulfilled their contract, are 
wandering about the streets in a state of despair; 
others, naked and clamorous, remain on board ; 
the invalids are begging alms, and all are curs- . 
ing the authors of their misfortuties. The result 
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of this conduct oa the part of the government * 
i3, even at present, that not only the seamen 
and soldiers, but even some of the officers, avail 
themselves of every opportunity to dispose of 
prite goods, as well as of the naval stores be* 
longing to the vessels of the squadron; and 
when they are discovered, the infliction of 
punishment is prevented by their alleging that 
they neither receive pay nor prize-money, and 
that they despair of ever receiving either. 

*' On my return from the first cruize, your 
excellency will also be pleased to recollect, that 
I reported the necessity of marking each bar-^ 
rel, or package of provisions, with the weight 
or quality which it contained ; making the pur^ 
veyor responnble both for the quantity and 
quality of the contents, in order to prevent aU 
kinds of fraud ; because, from the purser's re- 
ports, I should then have been able to know for 
what period the squadron was victualled. I was 
compelled to make this request, because I found 
that the purveyor had reported at the commis- 
sariate that he had delivered twenty^one quintals 
of beef to the Independencia, when in fact only 
eleven had been received. Thus the state was 
charged with the value of ten quintals which 
had not been delivered, (or the purpose of filling 
the purse of an impostor, whose nefarious coa* 
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duct might hare frustrated the object of our 
expedition, or even have involved part of the 
squadron in inevitable ruin. For the purpose 
of counteracting such iniquitous proceedings^ 
no order has, as yet, been issued, nor am I 
authorised to correct such as punishable crimes. 
** On my return to Valparaiso, after the 
first cruize, I hoped to find die manufacture of 
rockets completed, according to the promise of 
the government, made to me before I sailed; 
but I found that even the manufectory was not 
finished ; that notwithstanding the various soli- 
citations made by Uie late Lieutenant-colonel 
Charles, for the necessary materials, that these 
were retained, or denied through jealousy, or 
some other criminal motive; this might have 
involved the whole of the squadron in complete 
ruin, had the forces arrived at Gallao, which 
were expected from Spain. As it was, the 
operations of that expedition became a reproach 
to the officers and crews employed in it, imd 
allowed the enemy to call it imbecility in them, 
and ignorance of their undertaking ; but, in rea- 
lity, the neglect or treachery lay in those ap- 
pointed by your government to construct those 
missiles, on whose speculations the persons em- 
ployed in the expedition were induced to rely. 
The unexpected result of this expedition oblig- 
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ed me to raise the blockade, to the apparent 
disgrace and positive injury of the interest of 
the squadron ; although it had been destined 
for the purpose of contending with the enemy 
before a re-union could be effected between the 
vessels in Gallao, and the expected reinforce- 
ment from Spain. 

" My orders were limited to impracticable 
operations, by the concurrence of unexpected 
accidents, which deprived me of destroying at 
once the force of the enemy in the Pacific. Our 
provisions were exhausted ; the ships of war had 
neither rice, cocoa, sugar, wine, spirits, nor any 
substitute for those articles ; with the addition 
of a considerable number of sick on board* In 
this dilemma, it was once my intention to return 
to Valparaiso; but not wishing to provoke the 
indignation of your excellency, and bring down 
condign punishment on those persons who had 
been the cause of this state of the squadron, I 
determined on taking from the enemy at Pisco 
spirits, wine, and other necessaries, although 
my orders expressly forbade such a procedure, 
I being limited by them to take only water, and 
that in a case of necessity. But the govern- 
ment of Chile inadvertently believed that foreign 
seamen would be content with putrid water, a 
short allowance of beef and bread, a total want 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



SOUTH AMERICA. 237 

of wine, or grog, when they were on an enemy's 
coast, where those articles might be procured 
in abundance. 

'' On being infonned that the Spanish fri* 
gate la Prueba had sailed for the Puni, and 
that she was the only vessel of the expedition 
which had doubled the Cape, I again found 
myself either obliged to abandon the attempt to 
capture her, or to take upon myself the respon- 
sibility of violating my instructions, by taking 
provisions from the enemy on the coast of Peru. 
I determined on the latter, and although a large 
quantity of cotton, tobacco, rice, sugar, and 
other valuable articles, . belonging to Spaniards, 
were collected at Santa, they were all abandon- 
ed for the purpose of following the enemy with 
all possible despatch; although I was fully con- 
vinced, and still remain . so, that nothing is 
obtained by excluding the enemies of liberty 
from contributing to support the defenders of 
80 just a cause; — for the purpose of exacting 
from them the whole of the sacrifice. 

*' Your excellency must be completely sa- 
tisfied, that our efforts in the river of Guayaquil 
to take the Prueba were rendered nugatory by 
the want of soldiers ; there I requested that 
they might co-operate with the squadron, when 
the efforts of the squadron alone were of little 
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avail ; my request was opposed ; but why the 
opposition was made, or on what principles it 
was founded, I am totally ignorant, and more so 
of the reasons that exist for conimunicating such 
strange det^minations of the supremacy to 
any one except myself; because, if any difficult 
ties presented themselves in what I had the 
honour to propose to your excellency, why 
was I not requested to explain them, and to do 
away with what were accounted obstacles ; but 
the conduct observed implies a want of confi- 
dence in my knowledge, as to the proper appU* 
cation of such a force, or a conviction on the 
part of my opponents in your councils, that they 
could not support their opposition, because their 
arguments are founded on unsound principles. 
Perhaps what took place at Paita may have been 
quoted by some of your senators, who did not 
recollect the assursmce given by Uie flags of 
truce which I sent in, that nothing, except the 
property of the king of Spain, would be touch- 
ed. The enemy fired on the flag, and now, al. 
low me to ask, if I had any other alternative, 
than, like a covrard. to submit to such an insult 
ofiered to the flag of Chile, or permit the in- 
dignant and provoked soldiers to obliterate the 
outrage ? 

'* When I had the honour to see your excel- 
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lency last^ ftt Santiago^ a plan was established, 
and as I then believed, a secret one, the only 
persons present being your excellency. General 
San Martin, and the minister of marine; this to 
my utter astonishment, soon became as pubUe 
as if it had been given to the gazette, or the 
town crier ; the detail was in the possession of 
every speculator, who calculated solely on his 
private gain. I was ordered to equip the trans- 
ports Aguila, Begona, Dolores, and Xeresana, 
and my orders for the accomplishment of this 
object were scarcely issued, when I was offibci<- 
ally informed, that these being prize vessels, 
were to be sold immediately ; and the orders 
given by the government to me were uaezpect^- 
edly abolished, for the purpose of placing the 
£ate of the expedition m the hands of mercantile 
speculators^ who to the present moment have 
only finished the equipment of one vessel, which 
has been allowed to sail from diis port, when 
declared under an embargo ; and this for the 
purpose of conveying merchandize belonging to 
one of the contractors to Goquimbo. This hap- 
jpened at the very moment ¥idien I was assured 
that the expedition was about to be verified. 
This coeduct of the government most positively 
evinces that a mercantile speculator enjoys more 
of the confidence of the supreme authority than 
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I have the honour to deserre. I had subsequent 
orders for the San Martin to sail, and to cruize 
off Talcahuano, she being the only efficient ves- 
sel of war in Valparaiso ; that the. Montezuma 
should sail for Callao for the purpose of obtain- 
ing a correct account of the state of the enemy ; 
next that the San Martin should cruize in the 
mouth of this port I was shortly afterwards 
informed, that instead of an expedition of two 
thousand men that should be ready to sail within 
fifteen days, that one of four thousand would be 
ready within the same time ; this led me to in- 
spect the naval preparations made by the con-^ 
tractors, which I found to consist of one new 
rigged ship. I next visited the provision store, 
and found there no preparations whatever; 
there was not even a sufficient quantity for 
the consumption of the crews of the vessels of 
war for one month. 

'' These circumstances, and many other 
similar ones, oblige me to adopt a line of con- 
duct which my duty to your excellency, to the 
States, and to myself, most imperiously pre- 
scribes; this is, to solicit your acceptance of 
the important commission with whidi I have 
been honoured, and which I now beg leave to 
resign. 
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^^ I have detiuled some of the motived wluch 
obUge me to abandon the (service of a state, in 
which I have been so highly honoured, parti- 
cularly by your excellency ; but my firm con» 
victioQ is, that if I agree to the tardy and pro- 
crastinated measures of the government, I 
shall make myself tacitly instrumental in for- 
warding that ruin which cannot but be the 
result of the plans of the advisers of your 
excellency. 

" Allow me to offer to your excellency, &c. 
—Valparaiso, May 14th, 1820.'' 

The official answer to this note consisted 
of a mere list of excuses from the minister 
of marine, indicating any thing but the real 
cause of the inconsistency of the government ; 
indeed, the real cause was enveloped in mys- 
tery for a considerable time afterwards. How- 
ever, the determination of Lord Cochrane, 
not to continue in the command of the squad- 
ron unless that part of the management of 
it which was not under his control was 
placed on a better footing, seemed to rouze 
the government from the state of apathy 
which they now began to perceive would 
soon lead to a state of imbecility. 

O'Higgins and San Martin addressed pri- 
vate letters to his lordship, begging his con- 
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tinQance in the comnmud of the naval forces 
of Chile, and assuring him, that the most 
active measures would be immediately adopt- 
ed for the realization of the grand expedition ; 
the success of which, they were well aware, 
depended in many very material points on the 
character and efforts of Lord Cochrane. . 
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CHAPTEB VIII. 

Lend CpcfanuM and Chilflui Gav«nMiit......PrapaTatioii8 lor ths Rzpedidon to 

Peni.........Gi|itain Bprj Chaiget presented by the Adniral agunst 

Captam 6iiise......Lord Cochrane throws up his Commissioo Letteis 

finm the Captains and Offioen CommiflBion retanied by theGoTenmenl 

......Offw made by San Martin to the Foreign Seamea......BnibaricatkMi 

of Troops for Peru AnnonncemeDt of. Sailing of the Expedittoo 

Faroe of the Sqnadron. 

Lord Cochrane, whose whole soul was en-' 
gdtged in the total emancipation of the Spanish 
colonies, desirous of contributing to the acqui- 
sition of this interesting object/ re-assumed 
the command of the squadron, relying on the 
fulfilment of the promises made by the govern- 
ment of Chile, supported by the guarantee of 
General San Martin ; who, however extraordi- 
nary it may appear, pledged himself not only 
to 'Sanction but also to fulfil the promises made 
by a government in whose employ he was himself 
engaged. 

The supreme director, in the name of the 
republic, again made to Lord Cochrane adona-- 
tion of an estate in the province of Conception, 
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as a token of gratitude for those important ser- 
vices which the country had received from him ; 
this was again rejected, and his Lordship, wish- 
ing to give an unequivocal proof of his attach- 
ment to the country, and of his intention to 
establish his residence in it, purchased an 
estate called Quintero, about eight leagues to 
the noftbward of Yalparaisa On visiting 
Quintero, Lord Cochrane examined the bay 
called de la Herradura, and made a report to 
the government, accompanied with a plan, 
stating that this harbour had many advantages 
which that of Valparaiso did not possess ; he 
soticited that it might become an establishment 
for the vessels of war belonging to the stated 
pointed out many important results that would 
accompany the adoption of such a plan, with res* 
pect to the discipline, order and regulation of die 
squadron ; and concluded with an ofibr to the 
state, of all the land that might be necessary 
for an arsenal and general marine depdt; 
when, to his utter astonishment, the answer to 
this signal generosity and sacrifice of private 
property, for the good of the service, was a 
notification, that '' in consideration of the pe- 
culiar advantages of the harbour of Herradura, 
and the estate of Quintero, advantages of the 
highest importance to Chile, Lord Cochrane is 
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oinlered iiot to cootinue aay improvemeDts oa 
the said estatie, as they will not. be paid fof 
hy the stale, to whom Qiiiatero. and Herra- 
dura are declared to appertain, on condition 
that Lord Cochrane diall be paid by the state 
the parchase money, and improvements made." 
This blow affected Lord Cochrane more thut 
aay other which the government could have 
gjkven him ; at a moment when be had been en« 
treated to continue in the command of the squa^ 
dron, and an estate in the country had been 
presented to him, when he became the proprie^ 
tor of another, by purchase, wislung to convince 
all parties that he adopted Chile as his home, 
he tacitly received, an order to abandon such 
idcM. His lordship immediately addressed to 
tixe supreme director an answer to this unex* 
pected notification, which produced an apology^ 
and an assurance that the proceedings were 
founded on the old Spanish law&, which as yel 
had not been repealed ; and that the notification 
rested only on the vista jiscaly the solicitude of 
the attorney general. It was very appaient^ at 
this time, that something was brevdng in the 
Chilean government; but it was impossible 
either to comprehend the matter, or to foresee 
the effect; all parties seemed to endeavour to 
conciliate the good will of the Admiral, yet 
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something occurred daily, which tended to ali- 
enate him even from the cause of the country ; 
and although, upon inquiry, the most polite 
excuses were given, and apologies often ten- 
dered, yet some busy hand seemed always to 
be employed in feeding the flame of provocation 
and mischief. 

Nothing but the active preparations of the 
government for the grand expedition to Perui 
and the repeated solicitations of General San 
Martin, would have prevented Lord Cochrane 
from resigning the command of the squadron, 
and of embarking for England. San Martin 
visited the port of Valparaiso in June, for the 
purpose of inspecting the transports; and the 
troops began to move from their encampments 
at Rancagua to Quillota, twelve leagues from 
Valparaiso, for the purpose of embarking. 
Every thing appeared at first to contribute to- 
wards the accomplishment of this most impor- 
tant object, and all persons concerned to act in 
unison, as if animated by one spirit, that of ex- 
tending to Peru the happiness enjoyed by Chile, 
the fruit of her emancipation from the Spanish 
yoke. At this period, quite unexpected by all 
concerned. Captain Spry was promoted to the 
rank of Capitan de Frigata, and appointed flag 
captain to Lord Cochrane^ at the same time 
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that his lordship had solicited the appointment 
of Captain Crosbie ; and to add to this irregular 
proceeding, the minister of marine informed 
.his lordship, that although Don Tomas Crosbie 
had held the command of the Araucano, and 
had been treated as a captain, and addressed as 
such by the government, that as yet he had not 
received a commission appointing him to that 
rank, nor was he as such placed on the navy 
list. His lordship was also informed, that the 
appointment of Captain Spry must be acceded 
to. This order received from the Admiral a po<^ 
sitive denial, and he wrote in answer, that 
Captain Spry .should never tread the quarts- 
deck of the flag-ship as. captain of her^ so long 
as he held the command of the squadron; not 
because his lordship had any personal objection 
%o Captain Spry, but because he would not 
consent to any encroachment on the privileges 
he enjoyed as admiral and commander in 
chief. 

This affair was stated by Cochrane to San 
Martin, who merely answered, it shall be as 
you choose, sera camo V. guiera, and on the fol- 
lowing morning Crosbie was appointed flag 
caplain, and Spry ordered to continue inth^ 
command of the Galvarino. Scarcely had this 
matter been thus adjusted, when Lord Cochrane 
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vfHB obliged to place Captain Guise of the Lau- 
taro under an arrest, and to forward to the go- 
vemment charges against him» requesting that he 
might be tried by a court-martial. The charges 
were for repeated acts of neglect of duty and in- 
subordination ; they were arranged under thir- 
teen heads, finishing with '^endeavouring in 
the various acts of disobedience herein men- 
tioned to set at defiance, and bring into con- 
tempt the authority of his superior officer, the 
commander in chief, in the execution of his 
duty, to the subversion of discipline, and in 
violation of the articles of war on the foregoing 
heads, made and provided." This act of the 
admiral ^onished the government ; the princi- 
pal part of which was now at Valparaiso, for 
the purpose of forwarding as much as possible 
the equipment of the expedition. It met with 
their most determined opposition, and after 
some very warm correspondence, the following 
note was addressed by his lordahip to the mi- 
nister of marine : — 

*' Sir, — The apparent determination of the 
supremacy to support* a junior officer in the 
commission of the most outrageous breaches of 
his public duty, and of acting not only contrary 
but in direct opposition to the orders com- 
municated to him by his commander in chief. 
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not only encouraged his dereliction from duty, 
-and is a precedent of the most pernicious cha* 
racter for the imitation of others, but brings my 
authority into contempt, and renders my exer* 
tions in the service of the republic nugatory. I 
iiave. nothing to add at present to what I have 
^already stated to you, except that you will 
Iplace in the hands of his excellency the supreme 
xiirector my resignation of the command of the 
squadron of Chile, and express to him my sin^ 
•cere wish, that, whoever may be appointed to 
supersede me, his endeavours to serve the 
cause of liberty in the new world may be 
•crowned with greater success than mine have 
been; and that he may be better qualified to 
preserve that discipline in the squadron which is 
not only essentially necessary, but indispen»- 
:ably requisite, for the honour of himself, the 
success of his operations, and the welfare of the 
cause iie serves. I have to request you will 
4nform me at the earliest period of the acceptr 
tince of my resignation, that I may order my 
flag to be struck, as also, whether it would be 
.agreeable to the present views of the supreme 
government that I should continue to reside as 
-a citizen of Chile, among those persons tvho, 
'after having exerted themselves in the support 
:of her. sacred cause, .have retired to enjoy the 
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iruitB of their iabiKirs ; ifhot, I reqmsBtptraiam- 

HHOn to ieavB tfa^ country ; eDd my pusporit torn- 

litititing my ulttmalbe request, I remain, Jca'* 

" Cochratie." 
" Valparaiso, July 16th^ 1820/' 

The first tender of fais commission vtiadk 
liord Cochrane made was vmexpectedly kept 
« profoand secret by th^ government ; indeed 
«t that time the greatest danger would have at^ 
tefided a disclosure of the matter ; the greatw 
part of the foreign seamen were mipaid, and Ijie 
fiatives, both seamen and marines, were more 
clamorous on thig head than the foreigners, and 
all iseemed determined on some desperate pro«* 
ceding, if their daiims were not directly satis- 
ified. The {present act of the comtmander in 
chief became known immediately ; and the fot- 
§e^ing invitsttion was on the 17th laid on the 
capstern-head of the flag-^ship : 

'' It is reported that Lord Cochrane, w»«- 
lied out by the illiberal treatment of the igor^* 
ernment, has at last been Ibrced to resign iht 
command of the squadron, because their jealous 
policy no lon^r enables him to hold it with 
iiondur to himself or betiefit to the state. 

** It is requested that all who feel them*- 
selves attached to his lordship, or who are 
ftt^are how much the honour^ safett, and 
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iMTSEE^T^ BQt •nly of 1^ nary, but of the 
atatA oi Chile, dt^i^iid on his ctnitiiiviag in ihn 
wmmvni, will to-day meet en beard the Indeh 
pendenei^^ at one o'clock, for the purpose of 
takiqg iQto QODsideratioi^ what steps it loay be 
most proper to adopt." 

Od the 18th, l^d CkK^hrane received the 
following letter frooi the captains of the fleet, 
which received t^e subjoined answer : 

♦* My Lord, — It bebg very currently re-r 
ported, and generally believed, that your lordt 
ship has resigned the command of the squadron 
of Chile, and as our views are so closely con-r 
nected with those of your lordship, we beg 
leavQ most respectfully to solicit your informal 
tion on this subject (Sigoed.) Robert Forster, 
W. Wilkinson, Cladins Charles, T. SaekviUe 
Crosby, James Ramsey/' 

''Gentlemen, — I have been favoured with 
your letter of this date, and assure you, that 
whether I remain in the command of the squa- 
dron or not, is a matter of perfect indifierence 
so far as I am personally concerned. 

'' My object in proceeding from England to 
this quarter of the globe was to promote the 
furtherance of liberty and independence, more 
than any private object, or to promote the views 
.^Qtheifs inconsistent therewith. 
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c ::. ** I Kave only to add, that my demre is to h6 
permitted to surrender the command of a squa- 
dron which I can no longer hold with benefit ta 
the state nor credit to myself, since the orders 
which appeared necessary to be given, and the 
limited powers vested in me, are disobeyed with 
inipunity, and not only disobeyed, but made 
the objects of persevering scotn and ridicule, 
by persons who ought to be uiider my authority, 
but who for their personal views wish by insi- 
nuations, falsifications, and detraction, to over- 
throw all that stood in the way of their vain 
ambition. Under this impression, I tendered 
my commission to the government three dayn 
ago, but am ignorant of the result, which I ex- 
pect, however, to learn to-morrow. Believe me, 
gentlemen, with feelings of gratitude for your 
anxious inquiries on the subject, yours, Ac." 

" Cochrane." 
** My Lord, — Your lordship's reply to our 
letter has created feelings of the deepest regret 
in our breasts, and it behoved lis to act in a 
manner which will stamp our characters, not 
only as true patriots, but as men looking up to 
your lordship, as the only man capable of com- 
manding the naval forces of Chile with effect, 
against the enemies of liberty and independence. 
We, the undersigned, have come to the reso- 
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lotion of resigning the commi&sions we resp^ 
tively hold in the (Service of Chile; we have 
Ijierefore to request that your lordship will be 
pleased to acquaint us with the result as soon as 
you are aware that the government of ^ Chile 
have accepted your resignation of the command 
of the squadron. 

' ** We avail ourselves of this opportunity of 
Expressing our confidence in your lordship's 
talents, and our determination to act hand in 
hand with your lordship ; in doing which, we 
are persuaded that we are most effectively and 
faithfully serving the Republic of Chile, and 
acting honestly and sincerely towards you, our 
commander in chief.*' Signed by the same fiv^ 
captains. The only two who did not sign it were 
Guise and Spry. On the same day, the eigh* 
teenth of July, the following was addressed to 
his lordship, by the officers of the squadron : ^ 

"My Lord, — ^The general discontent and 
anxiety which your lordship's resignation has 
occasioned among the officers and others of the 
squadron afford a strong proofs how much the 
ungrateful conduct of the government is felt 
among those serving under your command. 

** The officers, whose names are subscribed 
to the inclosed resolutions, disdaining longer to 
serve under a government which can : so soon 
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Iwre Ibrgattitt lA^e knportMi wmioM rm4toti4 
to the &tate> w tretit with indigpitj & charaetew 
tiie most impteeabla of die MAmitft of hi* Qwm 
MUfttry hare baea. fo(ct«d to reqpeel* beg Imt^ 
to put into your hmda their commbtiova, au^ 
to reqiso9t you will be so 1mA M to fwwaxd 
them to the minister of marine for the state. 
At the same time that we are thus forced to 
withdraw ourselves from the aervice, out 
warmest wishes continue to be offered up» not 
only for the prosperity and liberty of the ooun^ 
try» but that of the whde world, 

** We pray your Lordship all health and 
happiness, and have the honour to remain* kc'" 
(Signed by twenty-three commissioned officers.) 

'' Resolutions entered into at a meetwg of 
the lieutenants, and other officers of the same 
dass^ belonging to the squadron of Chile^ held 
on board the Independenda, the eighteenth of 
July, 1820, for the purpose of taking intocon^ 
sideration the resignation of the commander in 
chief: 

'^ Resolved, that the honour, savstv and 
rKTER£ST of the navy of Chile entirely rest on 
the abilities and experience of the present com? 
mender in chief. 

^'That as the feelings of unbounded confidence 
and respect which we entertain for the present 
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40Mnttitttider in chief 'OWiiM W thoutferred tt> 
atiotliier> tiiey httve Mdueed ub t^ o<Mne to iSie 
f'esolatioii of TMignitig our oottmutiioiMi, ead 'df 
traitisii»ltiDg the 'Mime to government, tiii:<eiigh 
tbe hatidid of A^ Adtt»aS. 

'' Thsrt 0tir43dtiitniMion6 £ihall be ticccmpfanieA 
by a letter^ ^xptesAvt of our setitiiiieEts, signed 
by all thone whose cosomissions are itiolo8ed.r 
^iga^ by the ^aiae twenty-three ^cers as 
^e foregeiag letter.) 

Attfaotigh hiB lordship was conTinced of the 
inability whidh the whole exp^editioa vrocdd la- 
%6m Under shoald his resignation be accepted, 
he «tiU left the government at liberty to act 
accoriMag to tfaeifr awn discretion. In the pub^ 
lie duties on board tiie vessieAs of war no re- 
lamition took place; the preparations were 
iearried on with the ^same alacrity, and the unre- 
fitting attention of the commander in chief to 
their speedy ^uipnuent suffered «o ^innnution '; 
the detonnination of the captaasis and officers df 
the squadron was not forwarded to the govern- 
^tnent, lest the Ihreatemng danger might force 
them to adopt a measure contrary to their 
wishes; however, as some of the captains and 
<dfficers ted <not joined the others in their 
tiesolatiwitos, and w^e aware of their proceed- 
ings, the govm^aiaeiit soon t^eoame ^aoqaaiateS 
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,with the wbole transaetiODi and General Saa 
.Martin, on the night of the 19tb, when in con- 
versation with Lord Cochrane, expressed his 
astoni&ihnient and disapprobation of the pro- 
ceedings of the government/ and pretended to 
'be totally ignorant of what had taken place. 
This assertion was entirely void of truths as was 
'proved on the following night, when he said, 
:tbat. ** he only wanted to be convince^d how far 
the supreme director would allow a party spirijt 
to oppose the welfare of the expedition." It 
.was moreover corroborated by the subsequedt 
conduct of this chief. San Martin Concluded 
on the 1 9th, by saying, '' well, my lord, I am 
general of th^ army, and you shall be admiral 
jof the squadron ; bien, mi lord^ yo soy general 
del esercito, y V. sera ulmirante de la e^quadraJ' 
^fter this expression, Lord Cochrane shewed 
tp him the letters he had received from the 
<^ptains and officers, at which San Martin was 
very much astonished, for he was not aware 
of the positive determination of those indi- 
viduals not to continue their impprtanj; . and 
indispensable ^rvices, except under the -com- 
mand of their present admiral ; a determina- 
tion which >vas: certainly as honourable to 
themselves, as it was fraught 'with danger to 
:the government and . to tbe^ staHi. San Martin 
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asked hotd Codhraaa if he Would coase&t to the 
«r<iapeii9ien'0f the arrest of Captain Guise, and 
delay- hi3 trial to a future and more convenient 
tkae, should such be the request of the govern* 
ment; to which his lordship assented, on con- 
dition that the supremacy should confess that 
the accuaatioQs furnished and charges exhibited 
were just, and that the conduct of Captain Guise 
was highly reprehensible, as being not only pre- 
judicial to the necessary discipline of the squa- 
dron, but in every other point of view inju- 
dous to the general cause of America. In 
consequence of this agreement, the admiral 
received on the twentieth, the following official 
note from the government : 

" My Lord,-^At a moment when the services 
of the naval forces of the state are of the high- 
est importance, and the personal services of 
your lordship indi8pensable,the supremacy with 
the most profound sentiments of regret has 
received your resignation, which, should it be 
admitted, would involve the future operations 
of the anns of liberty in the new world in cer^ 
tain rnin, and ultimately replace in Chile, your 
adopted home, that tyranny which your lord- 
ship abhors, and to the annihilation of which 
your heroism has so greatly contributed. 

His excellency the^ Supreme Director com- 
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mands me to inform your lordship, whicH I have 
the honour of doing, that should you persist in 
resigning the command of the squadron, which 
has been honoured by bearing your flag^ the 
cause of terror and dismay to our enemies, and 
of glory to all true Americans ; or should the 
government unwisely admit it, this would be 
indeed a day of universal mourning in the new 
world ; the government, therefore, in the name 
of the nation, returns you your commission, 
soliciting your re-acceptance of it, for the fur- 
therance of that sacred cause to which your 
whole soul is devoted. 

" The supremacy is convinced of the neces- 
sity which obliges your lordship to adopt the 
measures which placed Captain Guise of the 
Lautaro under an arrest, and of the justness of 
the charges exhibited against this officer of the 
state ; but being desirous of preventing any 
delay in the important services on which the 
ships and vessels of war are about to proceed, 
it is the pleasure of his excellency the supreme 
director, that the arrest of Captain Guise be 
suspended, as well as his trial by a court-mar- 
tial on the chai'ges exhibited, which will re- 
main in the archives of the marine department, 
to be postponed till the first opportunity which 
does not interfere with the service of the squa- 
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droD, SO important as at the present epoch. — 
(Signed) Jose Yguacio Zenteno, minister of 
marine. Valparaiso, July 20th, 1820/' 

Lord Cochrane immediately discharged 
Captain Guise from his arrest by the following 
note: 

'' Whoreas certain charges had been exhi^ 
bited by the commander in chief, touching the 
conduct of Martin George Guise, of the C. S. S. 
Lautaro ; and whereas his excellency the Su- 
preme Director has been pleased to order, that 
the investigation of the same by court-martial 
shall be suspended, in order to prevent delay in 
the important services on which the ships and 
vessels of war are about to proceed : it is the 
pleasure of his excellency, signified to me under 
his sign-manual, that the said Captain Martia 
George Guise shall be replaced in the command 
of the Lautaro, and (as in justice due) shall be 
deemed innocent of the said charges during the 
suspension of his trial. 

"July 24th, 1820. (Signed) Cochrane.*' 
On the same day his lordship returned the 
commissions to the different officers, with let- 
ters addressed to them, thanking them for their 
personal marks of esteem and support in the 
performance of an unpleasant public duty, and 
assuring them, that he was convinced that their 
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conduct had been governed by tkev aeal for tbe 
true intereeitsof the public service. 

I consider any comment on these extmovdt^ 
nary proceedings unnecessary at present, as the 
epirit which dictated them will become toe 
visible to be mistaken in the course of these 
pages. Had General San Martm observed a 
different line <^ ^^nduct to that vrhich .mai4^ 
his operations in Pefu, when he could net shield 
himself by any specious pretext, importing that 
they were regulated by a superior authority, or 
that they emanated from a source over which hfe 
had no direct t;ontrol, the government of Chile 
might have been considered the authors; where^ 
as, they were only the agents of the machinations 
of the general in chief of the expedition, who 
fbresaw, that in Lord Clochrane he should have 
arrival, to whose merits South America c&old 
not be blind : he also knew, that &e epjnions 
of his lordship in council would not he over^ 
awed by those of a superior, be biassed by 
hope or fear, nor be led away by subservien- 
cy : however, his excellency expected to be as 
implicitly obeyed as a Dey of Algiers, and aM 
universally flattered as a Sultan of the £ast; and 
to those two over-ruling passions may be attri- 
buted part of the disgrace of histtdministraticfn 
in Peru. 
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The ioHowitig anmcuncement appeared in 
the Jast mniiber oi the Oensor on the tenth of 

''To^ay the stiff offieeMt>f the liberatiag 
army letMe Santiago for Valparaiso. We 
huve autheiitie wlvioes, that the expeditkm 
will leare that port for its destination on the 
iwenty^-sixth of the present moath. The pre- 
•Moe of the soprome director and of the gene* 
rai hi chief has given in Valparaiso a most 
extraordinary itDpulse to the last preparations. 
At all evmts, the sun of August will behold 
t^ expedition on its march. Valparaiso is at 
this i&Mnent the most interesting point in Ame- 
rica : it eontSfms ais in ontUne her destiny : the 
tine will arrive in which its name will be the 
register of the wsoBt rei^owned epoch of <mr 
kitftory. The army anxiously awaits Hke mo- 
mewt to embark on tkte Pacific, and to present 
a speotadeieiitiKly new, a ^spectacle which has 
never been seen since the Oontineat was laved by 
its waters. Haippy ar« those who shall partake 
of this efiterpriee I their lot shall be the envy 
of att those whcmi the lew of glory inspires 
with a passion for great designs. Follow me 
in the 'path <yf my feme. Equal my deeds in 
the war." 
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A new difficulty unexpectedly presented 
itself, and which the government at first thought 
beneath their consideration — the want of foreign 
seamen in the vessels of war. The delay on the 
part of the presidency la the fulfilment of their 
contract had weaned this class of individuals 
from the service of the state ; that great stimu- 
lus to exertion, prize-money, had been and 
was witheld, and despair instead of confidence 
had been so ripened in their breasts, that al- 
though many were unemployed and wandering 
about the streets of Valparaiso, few would 
enter themselves at the rendezvous opened for 
this purpose. The evil b^;an to be most se- 
rious^ and the supremacy consulted the admiral 
if coercion ought not to be used,; but this in- 
sinuation met with just opposition from his 
lordship ; he expressed to the government his 
total abhorrence of impressment, and stated to 
them, that such a proceeding would also meet 
with the lawful opposition of the senior British 
officer then in the port Captain Sherjriff would 
be compelled by his duty to interfere in the* 
protection of British seamen, however interest- 
ed he might personlly feel himself in the cause 
of liberty and the views of Chile, which it was 
well known to every individual acquainted with 
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the MntinieiitB of Captain Sherriff, he regarded 
as of the first xnagnitade. . . 

The day destined for the embarkation of the 
troops approached^ still the vessels of war were 
deficient in their complement of seamen, and 
those who could not remain ashwe preferred to 
serve in the transports, in which service greater 
pay was offered than in the squadr(m. General 
San Martin being convinced that the most 
energetic measures were necessary to man the 
vessels of war, subjoined his name to. a pro* 
damation dictated by Lord Cochrane, stating, 
among other things — '' on my entry into Lima, 
I will punctually pay to all such foreign seamai 
who shall voluntarily enter the service of Chile, 
leaving t&e port of Valparaito in the vessels of 
war belonging to the state, the whole arrears of 
their pay, to which I will also add to each indir 
vidual according to his rank one year's pay over 
and above his arrears, as a premium or reward 
for his services, if he continue to fulfil his duty 
to the day of the surrender of that city, and its 
occupation by the liberating forces." 

This proclamaticm, with the subjoined sigr 
nature of Lord Cochrane, as a guarantee for the 
fulfilment of the promise, had. the desired ef- 
fect, and the crews of the ships were immedi* 
ately completed. 
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On the twentieth <tf August the eiqyeditton 
left the port of Valparaiso^ The foHowing 
accoimt of it was published by order of the 
govemment: 

'' The fortunate dagrto Chile has at' length 
arrived; adajr (Hiwhich> by an extraordinary 
effort whioh almost elevates her above hersdf, 
idle prasents to bolti worlds an example of un<- 
heavd of constancy and pure patriotism. Nerer 
did any people exert themselves with greater 
energy* nor obtain such rapid progress in the 
brief space which Chile measures of real and 
stable emancipation* Hie libemting expedition 
wMek to-day leaves our port to re-establish 
independttice, and diffhse civil liberty among 
the oppressed children of the ancient empira of 
the Incas^ will be an imperishable testimony of 
this truth, and a monument as lasting as tisoe 
itself, in the history ' of the age of acbieve- 
nentsi 

<^ A brief view of the successes which have 
paved the way to iM% memorable ev^it will 
demonstrate to the most disinterested observer, 
the great and heroic sacrifices that it has cost. 
iSbile abandoned to her awn resources, withoxit 
arms, without money, and without the odier 
elements sufficient to oppose force to forces 
was burthened from 1812 with a desolating and 
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ferocious war in her own territory, carried 
on to the degree of iavolving the whole of the 
country in its calamities* She succumbed 
for a moment; for her last resources which 
at some future period might give re-action 
to her social body seemed to fail ; the bowels 
of the country were torn to pieces by the im- 
placable fury of her enemies ; but in the midst 
of these disasters, oppressed with the most 
direful tyranny, and threatened with universal 
ruin, Chilean valour and constancy opened the 
path to that honour and glory, which in 1817 
crowned the army of the Andes, the restorer 
and preserver of Chile. The immortal action 
of Cbacabuco marked the epoch of the aggran- 
dizement and prosperity of the republic. 

'' From that time the state and the govern- 
ment conceived the sublime object of advancing 
to the very throne of Spanish tyranny, the enor- 
mous weight of which oppressed Peru. They 
were aware that for the subversion of this col- 
lossal power, where, althougb it trembled, the 
principles of motion still existed, which vomited 
hostilities among us — it must be sought for and 
destroyed in its origin. But exhausted of all 
the means that could animate so arduous an 
enterprize, it was necessary that time, and an 
unexampled decision should overcome these 

VOL. III. 2 M 
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great otetacles. Soldiers of aU clasMS Were 
formed y to constitute a national army. Arm^ 
and ammunition of all kinds wer^e purchased in 
almost indefinite quantities. Every resource was 
drained, and every effort employed to form a 
military depdt> that should excite the attention 
even of Europe- 

'^ In the mean time our territory was inun* 
dated with the disasters of war, as with a tor-^ 
rent. Her adverse fortune seemed to threatai 
with total ruin our very existence, till we ob- 
tained the renowned victory of Maypu ; thil 
victory cost us nearly as much blood as the un« 
fortunate result at Gancha-rayada, wtien we 
lost a "treacsute in money and implements of 
war, no^ recovered. That triumph was really 
and truly crowned with all the circumstances of 
a decisive action : but our republic did not reap 
the benefit of our advantageous state. Our re^ 
sources were annihilated; the greater part of 
private fortunes was rained ; the capital wail 
oppressed "(vith an immense number of emi* 
grants, whfo had arrived even from the'of^et 
side of the Biobio, searching for security within 
her walls. The enormous and inevitable ex* 
^nses necessary for the preservation of a se^ 
dentary army which occupied the centre of ik^ 
state, and of a belligerent army eimployed lA 
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tbe aoutb ugainat the last, but deapetate velim» 
of our eqemies, who werq yot inyiDcible und^r 
the protectioii of the fortifications of Talcahuano, 
These were the afflicting circumstances that 
pervaded Chile* and which would haye made 
many others despair of saving the Patria, espe^ 
cially if they were not her children* Notwith- 
standing> to this unpromising epoch belongs 
the first intimation of ^e great enterprize of 
Bending an expedition to Peru. We now saw 
the squadron appear, as if it had sprung from 
the waves, rather than as the results of human 
efforts, attending to the absolute nullity of 
means by which we might procure its formation. 
We were without the necessary materials, des- 
titMte of any relations with foreign states ; we 
J^ad only one port, where by extraordinary efforts 
something might have been effiscted, and this 
was blockaded ; and lastly, we were in absolute 
want of every thing but boldness and resolution* 
O^e vessel (the Lautaro) little b^er than a 
-hulk, and manned in a moment by determined 
patriots rather than seamen, hoisted triumph- 
4^1y ithe national flag, and obliged our block- 
ading enemies, the national marine of Spain, to 
tietake themselves to a shameful flight. A pro- 
jdigiQUs nqpijbdity of circumrtances favourable to 
iOm* v^ry were the immediate results; the ene* 
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tny was driven from Talcahuano ; the excellent 
frigate Maria Isabel, and several transporto 
from Cadiz, sent to assist in devastation and 
extermination, were captured; in fine, our 
navy obtained the dominion of the sea from 
-Guayaquil to Chiloe, and deprived Spain of 
Valdivia, her most important bulwark in the 
Pacific ocean. 

** Chile now contemplated, not without sur- 
prize, the progress of her operations ; but it was 
necessary to advance them with greater endea-' 
Tours, for such were required at the altar of 
liberty. It was yet necessary to recruit troops, 
to re-equip the squadron, and to procure a large 
quantity of materials, for the purpose of form- 
ing an expedition that should carry with it the 
necessary resources for a campaign of indeter- 
mined duration. It was also necessary to stifle 
the machinations of some anarchists, who more 
iniquitous than the Gracchi or the Catalines, 
opposed obstacles almost insunnountable to the 
government, in the transaction of the public 
business. 

" At last all difficulties were overcome, the 
desires of the virtuous have been fiilfilled, and 
the nation has arrived at that pitch of power and 
respectability, to which perhaps none ever ar- 
rived under similar circumstances. For the 
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Acquisition of this» our sacrifices havebeeu of a 
most extraordinary class ; there scarcely exists 
h town, a river, or a valley in our territory^ 
which has not vibrated with the report of cannon^ 
or been the witness of some obstinate encoun* 
ters ; but according to the opposition and defor- 
mity of the conflicts, the civic virtues of our 
citizens have shone with greater brightness. 
The most compromised personal services, dona* 
tions, and erogations from all classes have been 
8o repeated, and so heroic, that it is impossible 
to transfer to paper the expression of their just 
value ; time will do that justice to us which is 
due to such marked and indelible actions of the 
most ardent patriotism. Our government would 
not h^ve acted gratefully to its fellow-citizens, 
had it not proclaimed and published them to all 
freemen ; because to such efforts the realization 
of the liberating expedition, whose description 
we have proposed to give, is due. 

" After twelve or fifteen days had been em- 
ployed in em'barking the necessary depdt of 
articles for the immediate service of the expedi- 
tion, it was announced in the general orders of 
the thirteenth inst., that the different corps of 
the army, including the troops of the Andes and 
those of Chilet should begin to move firom their 
encampment at Quillota, and. embark on the 
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eighteeathy as follows:— At ei^t, ten« and 
twelve, a. m. ; and two and four, p. m.> the 
regiments No. 7, 11, 5, and 4 of infantry, and 
the mounted casadores : on the nineteenth at 
eight, ten, twelve, a. m. the artillery, re^ment 
Na 8, of infaintry, and the mounted grenadiers; 
the companies No. 6, of infantry^ squadron 
Na 2, of dragoons, the companies of sappers, 
the workmen and implements; the port of 
the beach between the castle San Jose and the 
arsenal was chosen for this purpose, as being 
the most convenient 

** The spectacle presented by the different 
bodies in the progressive order of their march 
was as interesting and imposing fa was the en*- 
thusiasm and joy of all concerned : the specta* 
de was sublime, and every individual from the 
general in chief to the lowest of the soldiers 
seemed to rejoice. They had scajDcely left tlM 
land of their birth, and ^ich had been a grate^ 
ful witness to their victories, when the sponta- 
neous and simultaneous shout was be^, ''Viva 
la Patria ! " " Viva la Libertadl " was re-echoed 
by the spectators, and produced a most interest^ 
ing, soothing, and consoling effect, tiie beat 
pregnostic of their ^ture trinmphs, which wer^ 
destined to fis: tiie libeiity .of (the south. 

On the uaeiteenth, at iiine» a. bl, Ihe natioiia) 
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of the republic waa displayed: it wm 
saluted by eveiFy battery and every vessel of 
war vnth twenty-one guns^ At this time the 
Gaptain^general Don Jose de Sbxl Martin visited 
the vessels of war and transports, enlivening 
the jubilee oi his brave soldiers. 

"To-day, the twentieth, the expedition 
weighed,and left the port in the folbwing order: 
the flag sh]{>, O'Higgins, with the hero of Val-' 
divia on board* the commander in chief of the 
squadron, the Right Honouisable Lord Coofar 
rane (whose illustrious talents promise the most 
flattering resittta, as well with respect to the 
expedition, as the future glory of our navy) 
led the vanguard, with two other vessels of 
war. Then followed, in column, the trana^ 
ports, flanlced by three other vessels of war : 
die rear was ^closed by eleven guta-boats, M'^ 
lowing the IndependeQcia wid San Mftrtin* 
bearing the general in chief and his istaff. 

'' Thesettpe the happy tifieets rfi^ch order^ 
odnstancy, and valour have adhieved ; their fffo* 
gresB ina great measure is owing to the ^cistr 
ence of the squadron : its leatablidinient, in* 
crease, atid 'supmority over that of lima, is 
the relanlt of flnnness and boUness : Chile has 
the gloi^ of owing this to herself, and may eeU 
it the child of her saccifioes, her jnesolutimi, mkd 
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her valour. The time will come when America 
will, offer to Chile demonstrations of her ac* 
knowledgment, and pay to her the homage 
which is due : this they will do in return for 
her laudable and meritorious services, because 
they, more directly than any others, have been 
serviceable to the common welfare of the Con- 
tinent. And should the fates be adverse, even 
in despite of every probability, should the pre- 
cious expectations of this formidable expedition 
be disappointed, neither calumny, nor envy, nor 
all the vicissitudes of time will be sufficient to 
wrench from us the glory of having realized the 
most liberal project which the history of infant 
states can present. (Signed) Zenteno, Minister 
of war and marine.'* 

The supreme director of Chile, 0*Higgins, 
addressed the following proclamation to the 
liberating army, at the moment of sailing from 
Valparaiso : 

'' Soldiers, — I have repeatedly witnessed 
your courage, and know full well what may be 
expected from you in the most important camr 
paign of the revolution. The general who 
commands you is the same who conducted you 
to the field of battle at Chacabuco and Maypu ; 
remember what ye there did, and think of the 
glorious destiny that awaits you. 
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" Soldier i of the Andes! you gave liberty to 
Chile ; go now to Peru, and enrol your names 
with, the blood of its oppressors ! 

•' Chileans ! your intrepidity, with that of 
the auxiliary troops, saved the Republic a se- 
cond time, in the action of the fifth of April ; 
go on in your career of glory, and deserve the 
gratitude of the inhabitants of Peruj as you 
have even that of your patria. 

" Expeditionary Army ! march to victory ; 
go and close the calamities of warfare, and seal 
the fate of rising generations — ^these are the 
wishes and the hopes of your friend and com* 
rade. (Signed) O'Higgins.** 

The number of troops destined to the liber- 
ation of Peru was four thousand seven hundred ; ^ 
fifteen thousand stand of arms were embarked 
for the purpose of raising troops in Peru, and 
the whole equipment was highly honourable to 
Chile, and truly the friiit of the most patriotic 
sacrifices. Chile, ten years before this memo- 
rable epoch, was considered as little more than 
a province dependent on Peru, .and supported 
by the sale of her productions in the markets of 
this country; her inhabitants were looked upon 
as ignorant boors, and the term huaco, the 
epithet given in Chile to the farmers and peo- : 
pie who resided in the country, was synonymous 

VOL. ]II. 2 N 
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in Peru, with loon, '<x bdoby ; but the sincere 
patriotism, the steady and unremitting^ eflfortSt 
and the undaunted valour of these people, tri^ 
timphed after having resisted the eflforts of 
the Spanish expeditions, sent both from Peru 
and the mother country. Having straggled 
under, and thrown off the yoke of oppressicm 
at home, they prepared a new offering at the 
altar of liberty, and united their persons and 
fortunes to make Peru a partaker of that glo- 
rious state of freedom and independence which 
at the pmnt of the bayonet they had won for 
themselves and their descendants. 

The naval force under the command of Lord 
Codbrane, consisted of— 

The frigate O'Higgixiit, flag tfaip, of 48 gout. 

San Martin 64 

Lautaro 44 

IndependeUda 96 

fatjg Galvarino 16 

Araacano 16 

Poeyrtedon 14 

These had on board 1600 individuals, 624 
of whom were foreign officers and seamen, 
chiefly Engiisb. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

of O'Hviiii^ Sn Mart^ Lad Coehraae^ Vw H«iaf» Mid Mqn(e». 

giido......Sftiliiigoftbe Expedition, mod arrivBl 9t Piaeo Dtbaritatkn 

••..•.Ooeiirraioes at PiMO......ColoiMl AreoaleB, with adhisioo of Am Anny, 

BMrdiBa to Aii<»......Troopa onliaii and ppaoaod to Aaoon. Nowa U tlw 

Revoiution <d Giiajaqiiil......Captiire of the Spanish Frigate EsmeraUa****** 

Anny goee do>«m to Haarho...^.llead Qnartefs at Hoanra. 

X £w things are more irksome, or perhaps 
none more diflScult, than to pourtray living 
characters, especially those of great men. 
Misapprehension, flattery, or odium, generally 
constitute the chiara okscura of the painting; 
however, as this task has at this period of my 
narrative become indispensable, I shall endea-* 
vour to fulfil it with impartiality, hoping that 
at its conclusion my readers will confess that 
the colours have not been carelessly selected; 
nor in any way misapplied. 

Don Bernardo O'Higgins, the supreme direc* 
tor of Chile, possesses a considerable share of 
real courage ; is resolute in executing a deter- 
nination^ but tardy in forming it; diffident of 
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his own abilities, he is willing to take advice 
from any one, but always inclined to consider 
the last as the best. Thus, without forming his 
plans on the judicious analysis of the counsels 
offered, by eschewing the good, and rejecting 
the evil, he has often been led in to, difficulties 
in his political administration. These waverings 
were highly injurious to the furtherance of 
Chilean prosperity, which was, no doubt, the 
idol of his soul ; and this same want of deter- 
mination often produced evils of no less moment 
in the military department. His love of his 
country was doubtless sincere, and perhaps his 
earnest desire to be always right sometimes led 
him into errors; but in this case it is more Just 
to judge of the motive, or the cause, than of 
the action, or the effect The. estabUshment of 
the senada consulta was in itself a virtuous mea- 
sure; but the expectation of finding five indivi- 
duals who should see the good of the country^ 
and the advancement of its true interests, 
through the same medium as himself, was one 
of the virtuous mistakes of O'Higgins, which 
placed him under the control of his own crea- 
tures, and often retarded the execution of plans 
of vital importance to the state, and rendered 
their execution either abortive or nugatory. 
The private character of O'Higgins was 
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truly amiable. . He was kind and condescending ; 
apparently more at home at his evening tertulias 
than when under the canopy of the Supreme 
Directorship. In the whole of his conduct it 
might be truly said, that 

'« E'en his vicefl lean'd to virtue's side.*' 

Being the son of an Irishman, Don Ambrose 
Higgins, who died in the high situation of Vice« 
roy of Peru, he was passionately fond of the 
countrymen of his father, and I believe an Irish- 
man was never deceived in his expectations of 
support and protection in O'Higgins. In short, 
the character which a Chilean gave to me con* 
veys a very accurate summary of his general 
outline. ** There is too much wax, and too little 
steel in his composition; however, there are 
few better, and many worse men than Don 
Bernardo." 

The character of General San Martin will 
be best drawn from the conduct which he has 
observed. He was first known while in a mili- 
tary capacity in Spain, where he served as 
Edecan de Policia to General Jordan, with the 
rank of Captain. At this time a majority be- 
came vacant, which he solicited of General 
Castanos, but meeting with a refusal, he aban- 
doned Spain and her cause, came over to Eng- 
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land, where he took shipping and proceeded t6 
Buenos Ayres in 18 1 L He there receired die 
command of a division of the patriot troops, 
and defeated a party of 500 of the enemy at San 
Lorenzo. He was afterwards appointed com- 
mander in chief of the army of Buenos Ayres, 
in Upper Peru, where nothing transpired to 
render an account of his command of any im- 
portance. When superseded, he went to Men- 
doza, and there met O'Higgins and the Chilean 
refugees ; a plan for the restoration of Chile 
was formed, San Martin took the command of 
the army. The success of the patriots at 
Chacabuco and Maypu has already been re- 
lated, from which time nothing of importance 
occurred till 1820, when he was appointed by 
the Chilean government general in chief of the 
forces sent to Peru, called the " liberating ex- 
pedition/' I shall abstain from making any 
comments on the character of General San Mar- 
tin, leaving my readers to form their own 
opinions concerning him, founded on the facts 
which I shall present, authenticated by the 
circumstances as they arose. 

Lord Cochrane is too well known to require 
any encomium from my pen. His services to 
his native country entitled him to the honour of 
knighthood in the military Order of the Bath ; 
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heiag the only capiaiti in the Britiflh i^vj, who 
eiifoyed this distinguished badge of national 
f^my. In die new worid, when his services 
were not needed in the old, his career of gkury 
has been as brilliant as his most important ser^- 
^oes were necessary ; and I tio noC hesitate in 
asdi»rting, that but for his assiduity and mue* 
mitting att«itioii» his military knowledge, and 
determined yalour, the western* shones of Ame<* 
jrica would have stiU been in the possession of 
fipain; her fleet would have now comaiaaded 
the Pacific, and '^ British Gommecce*' would 
ihave been ^ezduded from the ^xteasive madcet 
which it eofoys. Ohile, Peru, and Colum<- 
2aa have rqfwatedly expoesaed their gratitude^ 
the hif^ sense they enlertain, and the just ap 
inreciatioD whidi they hofld of the oentB cftim 
bsBDO ; this supporter ^f their rights ; this de^- 
lender of their lifaerty~and if die flaBse of Cech* 
Tane can ever be fi»rgottea in the cJd world, or 
luB servioes not duly lequited, it will be fsund 
cMToUed in the imperishable archives .of the new, 
^nsfariaed in the grelatiide of the present and 
iatate generations. " Lord Cochrane is such a 
miracle of nautical skiU and courage; his cause 
of banishment from his country is so Inmentafale 
— ^his adventures have been so romantic — and 
his achievements so splendid, that no English- 
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man can read them without pride> that such 
things have beea done by his countryman ; and 
without solemn concern that such talents and 
genius should be lost to the land that gave them 
birth;'* 

Don Juan Gregorio de las Heras^ Major- 
general, and second in command of the army^ 
had established his character as a soldier and a 
commander, by his boldness and intrepidity at 
Talcahuano, in 1817. This general mierited the 
applause of every one, and his conduct in Peru 
endeared him to every soldier, and every lover 
of the cause in which he fought ; — ^there can 
be no doubt that had he been the commander in 
chief, those torrents of blood which have been 
shed in Peru since 1820, would most certainly 
have been spared. In his actions Las Heras was 
mild, affable, and unassuming, and in his man- 
ners he was a perfect gentleman. In his gene- 
ral character he was sincere and candid ; uniting 
always such qualities as made him beloved by 
his friends, and feared by his enemies ; in fine 
he is an ornament to society, and an honour to 
his birth-place, Buenos Ayres, where his patri- 
otic virtues have been rewarded with> the Su- 
preme Magistracy. 

* 8ir Jamat Bfackiaftosh, is tht Home of ConmoM. 
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Don Bernardo Monteagudo was one of those 
individuals who too often appear on the stage 
in revolutionary times, who *' without feeling 
mock at all who feel/* He is a native of Upper 
Peru, of the lowest rank in society, of spurious 
offspring, and African genealogy; he applied 
himself to the study of the law, and his mind is 
composed of the very worst materials which 
characterize the sullen zambo ; his imagination 
is active and aspiring, like that of the mulatto, 
a composition which is formed to fulfil the Spa^ 
nish adage, 'Uirar ta piedra, y escmder la mano, 
throw the stone, and hide the hand.** He had 
been repeatedly employed by his master San 
Martin to gild over, under the forms of law, 
such proceedings as even he, with a blushless 
cheek was ashamed to avow. The murder of the 
two Carreras at Mendosa, and that of the Spa- 
nish officers confined at San Luis, are examples 
of what one monster can execute, and another 
defend. His subsequent conduct in Peru will 
better serve to define his true character than 
what I dare even venture to attempt — ^for fear 
it should be supposed that prejudice has acted 
as a stimulus. 

The talents and literature of Monteagudo have 
been held up as possessing considerable perfec* 
iion ; but it was justly said by Un Limeno* in 

• Dr. Don Jose Cabero y Salaaar, PeruYian Charge d^Affaics inChUfti 
VOL. III. *2 
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hut Alcance id Postilion^ printed at Santiago^ 
September 5th, 182!!?, ''that his productions 
were impertinent comparisonsi formed for be* 
numbed and monotonous newspaper paragraphs.'^ 
The expedition having left Valparaiso, the 
O'Higgins entered the bay of Coqbimbo, where 
the Araucabo and a transport had been sent t0 
embark some troops ; these joined the rest, and 
we proceeded to our renddzvoud, Pisjco, and 
entered the bay on. the seventh of September* 
On the eighth the troops begin to disembark^ 
but such was the prudence of General San Mar* 
tin, that they wer^ ndt allowed to proceed to* 
wards the toWn of Pisco, until about thred 
thousand were Isdided ; these advanced on tl^e . 
ninth, formed m thlree solid squares, under the 
command* of Major-general las Heras, while 
San Martin rah down the coast of the bay, in 
the schooner Montezuma, to observe the opera- 
tions of the enemy, which was composed of 
forty regulars, and two hundred itiilitia, com- 
inanded by the Count of Monte-mar. Thift 
extraordinary prudence gave, the inhabitants of 
Pisco time to retire, which they did, and took 
with them even the furniture from their house% 
while they drove before them their slaves and 
their cattle into the interior. San Martifi,~ not 
willing to attribute the absence of the inhafai* 
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taatfly and the loss of provisions, to bis own 
tardy movements, but to the inimical feelings 
of the Peruvians, was very much chagrined, 
and stated it as bis belief, that he had b^en de- 
ceived with respect to the accounts he had 
received from different parts of Peru ; and, in 
£BLCt, he began to doubt of the success of the 
expedition. What a contrast was this to 
the landing of the. gallant Lieutenant-colonel 
Charles, about a year before; who, with less 
than one-tenth of San Martin's troops, diseu)- 
barked, and in three hours possessed himself 
of the battery and town of Pisco. But this was 
considered an imprudent act, and a want of 
generalship : and so it' was, if the greatest skill 
consists in avoiding danger, and in sparing both 
friends and enemies for a more convenient occa- 
sion, to ' which may be added, that Charles lost 
his life. 

On the day on which the expedition arrived 
at Pisco, the constitutional government had 
been restored in Lima, and the Viceroy was at 
the theatre when he received the first news : 
he immediately retired, after having heard the 
old Spanish adage frequently repeated, '' a coda 
cochino gardo, k Uega m San Martin — for every 
fathog, San Martin, will arrive;" alluding to the 
£sdrs held i^ Spain on the day of Saint Martib 
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for the sale of hogs. The idea, that ''aU wat 
not right in Denmark," induced Pesuela to send 
immediately for the manager of the theatre, 
and to examine the prompters book; when 
convinced that there was no collusion between 
the South American hero and the clown of the 
Lima stage, his excellency dismissed the mana* 
ger, stating, that being a. native of Spain, he 
could not doubt his loyalty. Had he been an 
American, he would perhaps have been sent to 
-prison for the prophetic crimes of Calderon, the 
author of the comedy. 

On the fourteenth, part of the convoy which 
had been separated from us at sea arrived ; and 
in the evening a Spanish vessel of war, bearing 
a flag of truce, having on board a Spanish officer, 
was sent by the Viceroy to San Martin to solicit 
a cessation of hostilities, and to appoint com- 
missioners to conciliate the interests of Sp^in 
and America. On the twenty-sixth, the depu- 
ties met at Miraflores, two leagues to the south- 
ward of Lima, and signed an armistice of e^ht 
days; but at their conferences nothing was 
agreed to, the Spanish deputies requesting lan 
acknowledgment of the constitutional govern- 
ment of Spain, and the evacuation of the.Perur 
vian territory by the Chilean forces ; and the 
patriots that of the absolute independence of 
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the country. Such being the respective basis 
on which the conciliating deputies were ordered 
to insist, the conference ended on the fourth of 
October, and on the fifth hostilities again com- 
menced. 

On the arrival of the expedition at Pisco, 
several proclamations were issued : that of the 
supreme director of Chile contained the follow- 
ing paragraph: 

" Peruvians, — behold the pact and condi- 
tions on which Ghile> in the face of the Supreme 
Being, and calling on all the nations of the 
earth as witnesses and revengers of a violation, 
iaces fatigues and death to save you. You 
shall be free and independent ; you shall con- 
stitute your own laws by the unbiassed and 
spontaneous will of your representatives ; no 
military nor civil influence, either direct or in- 
direct, shall be exercised by your brethren in 
your social dispositions ; you shall discharge the 
armed force sent to protect you at the mometit 
you choose, without any attention to your 
danger or security, should you think fit; no mili- 
tary force shall ever occupy a free town, unless it 
be called in by a legitimate magistracy; neither 
by us nor through our assistance shall any penin- 
sular or party feelings, that may have preceded 
your liberty, be punished : ready to destroy the 



' - ;-' ' Digi*tz.ed by VjOOQ IC 



m TRAVBU; IN 

9irmtd force which resiats yoUr rights, we pray 
ypu to forget, on the day of your glory, all 
pa3t grievances, and to reserve the most 
severe justice for future obstinate insults." 

On the thirteenth of October, San Martia 
issued the following paragraph from the army 
press: 

*♦ People of Peru, — I have paid the tribute 
which, as a public man, I owe to the opinion of 
others: I have shewn what is my object and 
my mission towards you: I come to fulfil th^ 
expectatiops of all t^ose who wish to belong to 
the country that gave them birth, and who de- 
sire to be governed by their own laws. On 
that day when Peru shall freely pronounce as 
to the forip of her institutioqs, be they whatever 
they may, my fiinctions shall cease, and I sbaU 
have the glory of announcing to the government 
pf Chile, of which I am a subject, that their 
heroic efforts have at last received the conaola- 
tion of havmg givep liberty to Peru, and ser 
curity tp the pe^ghbouring states." 

The sequel will shew how these solemn 
promises were forgotten ; and how the dreadful 
results which followed such a system of dupli- 
city- and deceit are characteristics which blacken 
the name of a private individual, and blast the 
honour of a ** public man." 
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On the fifth of October, hoBtilitieii having re^ 
commenced. Colonel Arenales, with a division 
9f twelve hundred men atid two pieces of artil* 
lery, left Pisco for lea, where he arrived oh the 
sixth, and was received by the corporation and 
inhabitants of the city with the strcmgest marks 
of the most sincere enthusiasm in the cause of 
liberty. Colonel Quimper and the Count de 
Monte-mar, with a force of eight hundred men, 
fled from lea, but two; companies of infantry, 
widi their officers, returned and joined Arenales^ 
Part of the division under Arenales was sent to 
La Nasca on the twelfth, v^here Ui^y entered, 
ahd completely routed the enemy. Quimper 
and Monte-mar made their escape, owing to 
the fl:eetness of their horsto; but all the bag- 
gage, coni^isting of arms, atntnubition, and equi-* 
page, was taken, togethei: with six officers and 
eighty privates; 

On the fifteendi, about a hundred mulcts 
teden with stores belonging to the enemy were 
also captured ; and Arendles having established 
^n independent government at lea, proceeded 
dn his route towards Gnariianga. 

The troops of the expedition were distri- 
buted on the different estates in the neighbour- 
hood of Pisco, Chincha, and Canete, which 
either belonged to Spaniards, or Americans who 
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had proved themselves ininucal to the object of 
the liberating forces, particularly on those be* 
longing to the Count of Monte-mar. All slaves 
capable of bearing arms, and willing to serve in 
the army of San Martin, were declared free; 
however, the number that presented themselves 
did not accord with the sanguine expectations 
of the chief, and his uneasiness at what he 
considered lukewarmness in general in the sa- 
cred cause began to produce impatience bor- 
dering on despair. He informed Lord Cochrane 
that he should remove his head quarters to 
Truzillo; but his Lordship fortunately advised 
him to desist from a plan which would undoubt- 
edly at once have ruined all his hopes. TruxH 
illo being at the distance of a hundred leagues 
to the northward of Lima, it would have been 
almost impossible for his troops to have march- 
ed across a country such as I have already 
described without experiencing the greatest 
privations ; and for want of the necessary stores 
they could not possibly have returned by sea ; 
besides, the division under the command of 
Arenales would have been abandoned to its fate, 
and almost delivered up to the enemy. The 
only temptation that such a position could hold 
out to San Martin was, that Truxillo is a ¥ralled 
city, easily tenable, and at a short distance from 
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the seaport offiuajicfaaco ; howevier it was de^ 
tettnitied to remove the head quarteirs to the 
mrth of Lima, and on the twenty^second the 
troops began to embark. 

On ^he'twenty-^Bii^thi the whole of the liber- 
ating, expedition left the. bay of Pisco, and on 
the Iweotyfiiiiith it arrived off Callao, where the 
Ytesaele michordd under the island of San Lot 
i^e&KO, pfesidnting at once to Lima a view of 
the foroes sent to free the nietropolis .of South 
Ameriqa from the chains of ooloni&l thi&Idom* 
Un the thirtieth, the transports, under chavoy 
of the San Martin, dropped down to the bay 
of Anoon ; the O'Higginc, Lautaro, Independdn-^ 
oia, and brig Araucano, 9tiH remaining in the 
bay QfCallao« 

On the third of Novtmber, his Lorddup asr> 
toniriied the iahabitants of Qallao, by sailing 
thrairgh the narrow passage that lies between 
the island of Saa Lorensso and the main^ called 
the Boquerotti Never had the Spaniards known 
it .vessel of more than fifty tons attempt wl^t 
Uidy now saw done with a fifty gun frigate^ 
Expecting every moment to see qa founder, the 
enemy had manned their gunboats, and formed 
themselves in a line ready to attack us the in? 
stant they shbuld obaerve us strike ; to witness 
which, the batteries were crowned with specta* 
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tors ; but to their utter astomsliment we passed 
the straight, leaving them to ruminate on the 
nautical tactics of the Admiral of the Chileaa 
squadron. 

Having passed the Boqueron, a ship and a 
schooner hove in sight ; the ship proved to^be 
English, the schooner to be the Alcance, from 
Guayaquil, bringing the news of the revoluti<m 
and declaration of independence of that city and 
province, and having on board the ex^govemor 
and other Spanish authorities. Guayaquil fol- 
lowed the example of the other South American 
citiesin the manner in which she threw off the 
eolonial yoke; the Spanish mandataries were 
deposed, and a new government established on 
the ninth of October, without any bloodshed, or 
even insults offered to the individuals deposed. 

The adventurous spirit of Lord Cochrane 
immediately formed the project of performing 
the most gallant achievement that has honoured 
the exertions of the patriot arms in the new 
world. The two Spanish frigates Prueba and 
Vengansa had left the coast of Peru, and the 
only vessel of respectable force left at Gallao 
was the frigate Esmeralda. She was at anchor 
in this port, guarded by fifteen gunboats, two 
schooners, two brigs of war, and three lai^ 
armed merchantmen^ besides the protection o£ 
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die forts and batteries cm shore, and a floating 
boom surrounding all the vessels, open only on 
the north side, lying close to the shore of Boca- 
negra. His lordship determined on cutting out 
the frigate, the brigs and schooners, and as 
many of the boats and merchantmen as might 
be possible. This daring enterprize was to be 
executed by volunteers alone; but when the 
act was proposed on the third of November to 
the crews of the different vessels, the whole of 
them wished to share in the glory of the under- 
taking. On this account it became necessary to 
issue the following proclamation, which was 
received with that enthusiasm which the voice 
of a hero causes* when he speaks to those who 
know his character : 

'' Soldiers and sailors, — To-night we will 
give a mortal blow to the enemy; to-morrow 
you will present yourselves before Callao, and 
all. your companions will look on you with envy. 
One hour of courage and resolution is all that is 
necessary to triumph ; remember that you are 
the victors of Valdivia, and fear not those who 
have always fled before you. 

'^ The value of all the vessels taken out of 
Callao shall be yours ; and, moreover, the same 
sum of money offered by the government of 
Lima to the captors of any vessel of the Chilean 
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The moment of glory i$ at baqd« I k^H^f (Mi 
leaas, you Ivill behave w you hftv^ hitberto 
done ; Bnd that the Engiisbm^n will Mt ^9^ ih^y 
are aGcxurtomed to do both at home ftR4.6brofiili 
Nov. 4th, 1820- Coohrhne." 

On the fourth of November, fourt&6» boats 
faelongibg to the Chilew veasbb of War wwo 
manned, and left the sbi^, filled with voltmteera; 
at half pa^t ten o'clock at lUght ( but thit wa^ 
only intended by bia lordnhif^ to 6«dreiae tbft 
men. On the fifth, being the 4ay ddtermindd 
en by the admiral for the gallant 4bt)erf)fize^ the 
aignalnsan df the flag-^hip was«tnt to the a^nal 
staff erected on tiie island of San I^oreazo, wbelre 
he hoisted two or three flag9> and was aniwered 
by tbeO'Higgins^ theLttutaro, Indepebdencia, 
and Araucapo immeditttely weighed anohor, and 
atood out of the bay, leaving tm boavd the 
O'HiggiBB the boats and vokintem'a. This riM 
de guerre ceai{^etely aikcceeded, and the Spa-^ 
oiarda wei^ persuaded that they <bad nothing 
to fear that night, for they aik^osed that sooito 
strange sail had appeared in the offings n6A that 
our vessels had gone out in pursuit of it. All 
being thus ready, at ten. o clock: at night we 
tkgain embarked in tte tmtts, and prooeeded 
towards the inner anchoral^e } o» theDUtaids Ihi 
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bMtlDL the United Stites frigate Macedonia, 
aod the English frigate Hyperion, were at an* 
chof ; and, as we pasied the former, after being 
haited by the sentry at the gangway, who was 
immediately hushed by the officer on deck, 
ma&y of her officers hung over the bulwarks, 
cheered us in whisper8> ^ii^ishiDg us suceesS) 
9»d wishing also tfaate they themselves could 
join us. Not so the Hyperion ; although not so 
near to hei*, the sentries continued to hail the 
boats till we had passed* 

The boats containing two hundred and forty 
volunteers proceeded in two divisions ; the 
first under the command of Captain Crbsbie, of 
the fli^ ship, the second, of Captain Guise of the 
Lautaro, both under the ittmediate direction of 
his lordship. At midnight we passed die boom ; 
Lord Cochrane being in the first boat, was hailed 
from a gun boat, but^ without answering, he 
rowed alongside her, and standing op^ sakl to 
the ofiker, '' silence ! or d^ath ; another word and 
111 put you every dne to the sword !" Without 
waiting a reply, a few strc4ces of the oars 
brought the boats alongside the Esmevalda, 
when his Lordship sprang up the gangway and 
shot the sentry ; the one at the opposite gang« 
way Jevdled his musket and fired; his lordship 
return^ the fire, ittd killed him, when torning 
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round to the boats he.exclaimed» ''up my lads; 
she's ours!" The soldiers and sailors now 
boarded her in every direction, and possession 
of the quarter deck was immediately taken. 
The Spaniards flew to the forecastle, where they 
defended themselves, and kept up a continued 
fire of musquetry for seventeen niinutes, when 
they were driven below, and obliged to surrenr 
der. We had scarcely obtained possession of 
the quai-ter deck, when a gunboat close astern 
of the frigate fired a shot into her; the shot 
tore up the deck under the feet of Captain 
Goig, the commander of the Esmeralda, and 
wounded him severely; it also killed two Eng- 
lish sailors, and one native; but the officer and 
crew of the boat immediately abandoned her. 

The frigate was in an excellent state of de- 
fence, and her crew under good discipline ; the 
men were all sleeping at their guns, and the 
guard of marines on the quarter deck ; and so 
prompt were the latter, when his lordshifi 
jumped up the gangway, that they appeared as 
if they had been ordered out to receive him ; 
indeed had not the boats under the command of 
Captain Guise boarded at almost the same mo- 
ment, behind the marines, the admiral and 
many others who boarded her on the starboard 
side must have fkllen by their fire. Qis l<Ktd- 
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ship at this time received a shot through the 
thigh, but, until the ^p was ours, he paid no 
attention to the wound, except binding a hand- 
kerchief round it ; after which he stood on one 
of the guns of the quarter deck, and laid his leg 
on die hammock netting, where he remained 
till three o'clock in the morning, and then went 
on board the O'Higgins to have it dressed by 
the surgeon. 

. The following order was issued by the ad- 
miral to the captains on the first of November, 
1890: 

^' The boats will proceed, towing the launch- 
es in two lines parallel to each other, which 
lines are to be at the distance of three boats' 
length asunder. 

'* The second line will be under the charge 
of Captain Guise, the first under that of Gap- 
tain Grosbie* Each boat will be under the 
chargeof a commissioned officer so. far as cir- 
cumstances permit, and the whole under the 
immediate command of the admiral. 

. '* The officers and men are all to be dressed 
in white jackets, frocks, or shirts, and are to be 
armed with pistols, sabres, knives, tomahawks, 
or pikes. 

*' Two boat-keepers lure to be appointed to 

each boat, who, on no pretence whatever, shall 
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quit their respective Iwaitg ; but are td Iremaiii 
therein, and take care the boats do niot get 
adrift 

'< Each boat is to be provided with oae or 
more axes or sharp hatchets, which are to be 
kept slung to the girdle of the boat-keepeni. 
The frigate Esmeralda being the chief dijeotof 
the expedition, the whole force is first to attack 
that ship, which, when carried, is not to be 
eut adrift, but is to remain in possession of the 
patriot seamen, to ensure the capture of the 
rest. 

*' On securing the frigate, the Cttiilean sea- 
mra and marines are not to c)ieer as if Chilea* 
06; biit» in order to deceive tiie enemy, aJii 
give time for completing the work, they are tfli 
eheer, VivaelRey! 

*• The two brigs of war are to be fired oa by« 
the musketry from the Esmeralda, and are to 
be taken possession of by Lieutenants Esmond 
nd Morgell, in the boats they command; 
which being done, they are to be cut adrift, rim 
tet, and anchored in the offing aaquiekly as pos- 
sible. The boaiB of the Independencia aire to 
busy diMsselves in turning adrift all the outwand 
Spanish merchant ships ; and the boats of the 
O'Htggins and Lautaro, un^er Lieutenants Bell 
and Robertson, are to set fiie to one or more of 
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jUie headmost hulks ; but these are not to be cut 
adrift so as to fall down upon the rest. 

" The watchword, or paroie, and counter- 
Biga, should the white dress not be sufficient in 
the dark) are ' Gloria,' to be answered by * Yic- 
tanaP (Signed) Cochrane.** 

It was the intention of Lord Cochrane to 
dear the bay, according to the instructions 
given ; but being wounded, and the resistance 
made by the Spaniards on board proving much 
greater than was expected. Captain Guise or- 
dered the cable to be cut ; which being done, 
the frigate began to drift from her anchorage. 
The batteries were pretty active during the en- 
gagement, and when the Hyperion and Mace- 
donia sheeted home their topsails and began to 
move out of the way of the shot, the firing in* 
creased. These ships shewed two lights, one 
at the mizen peak, the other at the jib boom, as 
distinguishing signals, which being observed by 
Lord Cochrane, he immediately ordered the 
same to be shewn on board the Esmeralda : 
thus she was brought out of the anchorage with 
less dami^e than either of the other two sus- 
tained. Indeed, excepting the shot from the gun 
boat, the Esmeralda sustained none whatever. 

From the lists that were found on board the 
prize it appeared, that she had three hundred 
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and twenty persons on bbard> beiiidee sDttie ?{- 
sitors^ whD» from what had been obserred^ ita^ 
gined that nothing uncommon would take place 
that day. On the following, when like prisoners 
were ntustered, their numbers dnly amounted 
to one hundred abd seventy-three ; thus their 
loss wad one hundred and fifty-seven, besides 
several wounded^ who at nine o'clock on the 
sixth were sent ashore with a flag of truce. Our 
loss amounted to eleven killed, and twenty-eight 
wounded. His lordship immediately proposed 
to the Viceroy an exchange of prisoners ; which 
.being acceded to, ours were immediately sent 
ashore, and those from the dungeons of Oasas- 
matas were ordered to join the arihy under 
San Martin* The loss of the Esmeralda was a 
death blow to the Spanish naval force it the 
Pacific, and created a most extraordinary effect 
in Lima ; the natives looked congratnlations to 
each other, but dared not to speak, while th^ 
Spaniards indulged themselves with every kind 
of useless vociferation. To such a degree of 
frenzy were they wrought up in Callao, thai 
on the sixth, when the market boat belonging 
to the United States* ship Macedonia w^nt 
ashore, the crew was murdered by the inftiriated 
Spaniards, who fancied that they had assisted 
the patriots on the precedii^ night. 
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Of this achievement of Lord Cochrane, Cap- 
tain Hal) says, ^':the skill and gallantry dis- 
played by Lord Cochrane, both in planning and 
Qonductin^ tUs astonidiing enterprize) are so 
peouliaiiy his own, tfnd * so nuieh in oharaoter 
with the great deeds of his early fife, 8ccJ' 

Captain Downes, of' the Macedonia, in a 
latter to £renerat San Martin^ says, ^' I do most 
smoerely congratulate Lord Godirane upon the- 
capture of the Esmeralda; the exploit was exe-> 
anted in a gaHant stile never surpassed.^ 

.The huHetin of the army presented, in the 
ntpopt of the capture of the Spanish frigatfe, a 
specimen of the jealous feefings of the general* 
in dbiefj The first statement is^ ** before the 
genersd in ehief left the vice-admiral of the 
squadron, they agreed on the execul;ion of a' 
toemorable project, sufficient to astound intre- 
pidity itself, and of itself to make the history of 
the liberating expedition of Peru eternal.'' — 
Again : ** those valiant soldiers who for a 
length of time have suffered with the most 
heroic constancy the hardest oppression, and 
the most inhuman treatment in the dungeons o^ 
Casas-matas, have just arrived at our head 
quarters. Flattering promises of liberty and 
the thf eats of death were not sufficient to des- 
troy their ioyalty.4o tb^ir country; they hs^ye^ 
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waited with firmness the day on which their 
companions in arms should rescue them frmnr 
their misery, and revenge the insults whieh hu-* 
manity has received in their persons. This 
glory was reserved to the liberating arnyf 
whose efforts have snatched from the hands of 
tyratiny these respectable victims. Let this be 
published for the satisfaction of these indivi* 
duals and that of the amy, to whose armM they 
owe their liberty. (Signed) San Martin." 

Were the character of Lord Cochrane not 
known in the world, it might be believed that 
the plan and execution of this action were the 
offspring of the wisdom of San Martin; but 
how the liberty of the prisoners of war confined 
inCallao could be owing to the efforts of the army 
is quite paradoxical. Indeed the first asserti<m 
is as void of truth as the second, and it would 
be as easy proved to be so, were it necessary. 

The only way to praise the hero of this en* 
terprize is to leave here a blank : all those who 
contemplate this achievement must pay the tri<* 
bute due to the friend of rational liberty, the ad- 
vocate of South American emancipation, the 
supporter of the civil rights of the new world, 
the true friend of the oppressed. 

On the ninth of November the army left the 
bay of Ancon, and dropped down to Huachp^ 
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where the troops immediately began to disem-' 
bark, and head quarters were established at 
Huaura on the twelfth. 

At Ancon General San Martin distributed 
several proclamations. In one addressed to the 
Spaniards residing in Peru, he says ** Spaniards, 
your destiny is in your own hands ; I come not 
fo declare war against the fortunes and persons 
of individuals; the enemy of the liberty and in« 
dependence of America alone is the object of the 
vengeance of the arms of the patri A.-f-I promise 
you in the most positive manner, that your pro- 
perty and persons shall be inviolable ; and that 
you shall be treated as respectable citizens, if 
you co-operate in the great cause." To the 
Spanish soldier who wishes to abandon his 
arms, he promises a '' safe and commodious pas- 
sage to Europe should he request it," or wishing 
to remain as a soldier, or as a private citizen, 
''the same enjoyments and securities as the de* 
fenders of the country."* 

Similar promises were repeated at Huacho 
by a decree. *' I. The goods and property of all 
Spaniards, excepting those who have publicly 
endeavoured to prolong the evils of the war by 
their seditious writings, shall be under the pro* 
tection of the liberating army of Peru, in the 
same manner as the property of Americans. 
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IL Those Spaniards who after we have taken 
possession of Lima (if the fortune of war favour 
us) shall solicit letters of citizenship, shidl re- 
ceive them, and shall be declared citizens of the 
state of Peru." 

. Had not General San Martin compromised 
himself in this solemn manner, his subsequent 
conduct in Lima could only have been called 
arbitrary ; but when acting in direct violation of 
such public assurances, it is not harsh to call it 
dishonourable and unjust. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



SOUTH AMEftlCA. 308 



CHAPTER X. 



BatUlum of NamBncia joins the Liberatini^ Army Victory at Puco by 

Areii»ks......RoQt0 of Aniiales Itob lea »C6ait8 Maitial held In the 

Squadron on OflScera Condnct of Genieral San Martin Viceroy 

Pefluda deposed Expedition to Pisco To Arksa Actional 

Mirabo} aoder Lientsbaiit-Colonel Miller Description of Ariea 

Of Tacna Of IIo Anni^ce celebreted by Generals San Martin 

and La Serna......PhMnogation of. Lord Cochrane leaTes MoUendo, and 

arrhraa al CaHaob 



On the third of December the battalion of 
JVumancia, being six hundred and fifty strong, 
left the service of the Viceroy of Lima, and 
passed over to that of the Patria, joining a 
detachment of the liberating army, sent to meet 
them at Retes in the valley of Chancay. This 
corps, which was entirely composed of Colom- 
bians, had retained the name of a regiment sent 
from Spain under General Morillo, and was con- 
sidered the stay of the viceregal authority in 
Peru. A private correspdndence bad been held 
between San Martin and the officers of this bat- 
talion, and promises made to them by San Mar- 
tin, which, like many if not all similar ones 
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made by this great man, were never fulfilled. 
The loss of so important a part of the Spanish 
army was a severe blow to Pesuela and the 
Spaniards in Lima, and a great addition to the 
physical strength of the liberating army. The 
arrival of officers and private individuals from 
Lima increased daily ; on the eighth, thirty-six 
officers, and a greater number of persons of 
respectability in Lima, arrived at Chancay, and 
joined the patriot forces. 

On the eleventh, the news of the. victory at 
Pasco, obtained by Colonel Arenales over Ge- 
neral O'Reilly and a division of the royal army of 
twelve hundred men^ arrived at Huaura. After 
the action at lea on the sixth of October, Aren- 
ales marched with his division into the interior, 
and on the thirty-first he entered the city of 
Huamanga; but the Spanish authorities had 
fled, carrying with them the public funds. The 
inhabitants of Huamanga welcomed the arrival 
of the patriot forces, and voluntarily declared 
their independence of Spain and her mandata- 
ries* On the sixth the division left the city, 
and continued their march towards the district 
of Tarma ; and the advanced guard arrived at 
Jauja, thirty leagues from Lima, at the same 
time that the Spaniards were abandoning it; 
a skirmish took place, and the Spaniards lost 
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eight killed and twenty-one prisoners, including 
four officers* On the twenty-second a division 
advanced on the city of Tarma, and entered it 
on the twenty-third. Tarma immediately pro- 
claimed itself independent of Spain. On the 
tiixth of December the action was fought at 
Pasco; the loss of the enemy consisted in 
fifty-eight killed in the field of battle^ nineteen 
wounded, three hundred and forty-three prison- 
ers, including twenty-eight officers, two pieces 
of artillery, three hundred and sixty muskets, 
flags, ammunition, baggage, and utensils of 
war; but General O'Reilly made his escape 
to Lima. On the arrival of the news of the 
victory obtained at Pasco over the royalists, 
the city and- province of Huanuco declared 
their independence, and the cities of Cuenca 
and Loxa, in the jurisdiction of Quito, advised 
General San Martin of their having also abjured 
all foreign dominat'on, and enrolled their names 
in the list of free and independent states. On 
the fourth of January, the news arrived of the 
revolution of Truxillo, under the direction of 
its Spanish governor the Marquis of Torre 
Tagle. 

Such a concatenation of successful events 
was certainly more than the general of the 
liberating army could have anticipated. From 

VOL. III. 2 R 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



gOS TRAVSLS IN 

the fifth of Noven^iber to the fifth of January 
the Spaniards had-lost the whole of their naval 
force in the Esmeralda, the Prueba andVen- 
gansa having disappeared: Numancia, consi- 
dered the flower of their army and the prop of 
their authority, had deserted their cause ; the 
division under the command of their trusty 
general, O'Reilly, had been defeated by a minor 
force; all the provinces to the northward of 
Lima had declared their independence, and 
were contributing with men and every other 
necessary to support the army then encamped 
within thirty leagues of the capital of Peru ; 
every thing save hope seemed to have abandon* 
ed them, while every Uiing appeared to favour 
the cause of the liberating forces, and to invite 
them to crown their career of glory by entering 
Lima, which at this moment was the pandemo- 
nium of oppression and despair. 

The incomparable prudence of San Martin, 
however, revolted at the effusion of blood 
which must necessarily be the precursor of so 
much glory : he felt more sympathy at knowing 
that both his own and the enemy's troops were 
falling victims almost hourly to the ravages of 
the tertian fever and other diseases, for want of 
proper medicines, care, and rest. 

The situation occupied by the royal troops 
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between lima and Ancon, at a place called 
Asna Pugio, is very swampy, and the number 
of men who became affected with intermittent 
fevers increased daily ; the hospitals in lima 
were filled with them, and their decrease by 
death, as well as by desertion, was alarming to 
the Viceroy. The desertions would have inr 
creasied if the distance of the head quarters of 
San Martin had not been so great, for several 
deserters were apprehen^d, and shot by the 
royalists. 

On the second of February the officers of 
the ex-Esmeralda, named by General San Mar- 
tan the Valdivia, in commemoration of the im- 
portant victory gained by Lord Cochrane over 
this place, addressed the following letter to 
Captain Ghiise : 

•' Sir, — ^We have heard with regret and dis- 
appointment, that his excellency General San 
Martin has been pleased to order that the name 
of this ship shall be changed, and that she^ 
shall henceforward be known under the appella- 
tion of the Valdivia. We regret that in the 
squadron of Chile the immortal memories of 
Lautaro and Galvarino, who have, ages past, 
been sacrificed on the ashes of the ai^ring 
liberty of their country, and the names of their 
8urvivii^countrymen» O'Eiggm a&d San Mar? 
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tin, (the arengers of their wrongs, and th6 
restorers of their rights) should be associated 
with 'Valdivia/ a Spaniard who has shed such 
torrents of American blood, the conqueror and 
enslaver of Chile, and founder of the city which 
bears his name ; and we are disappointed to 
find nothing in the new name commemorative 
of the capture of the Esmeralda, but that it has 
been made subservient to the celebration of 
another victory over the enemy, which, although 
we had the misfortune not to participate in it» 
yet claims our admiration and gratitude, but 
which bears no more relation to the capture of 
this ship^ than the battle of Chacabuco does to . 
that of Maypo ; and, what would the victors of 
Maypo have thought had that memorable event 
borne the name of Chacabuco! It is further 
to be remembered, that very few of the captors 
of the Esmeralda took part in the afiair at Val* 
divia. — We are fully aware, that there are 
instances in the squadron of ships being named 
after particular victories, (viz. Chacabuco) but 
these were bought into the service by the 
property of the state; the Esmeralda was 
purchased by the blood of her subjects. — If the 
Esmeralda be destined to lose the name under 
which she was captured, we express a hope 
that she will bear one more consonant to the 
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feeii&gs of those by whom the service was 
achieved, than that which has been selected. 
We have not had an opportunity of communica- 
ting with our brother officers of the squadron, 
and these remarks are to be understood as 
individually our own; we trust however that 
they will not appear to yourself or to the com« 
mander in chief irrelevant with the interest 
which we must always take in every thing in 
which the glory and prosperity of the navy of 
Chile are concerned. — May we beg, therefore, 
that you will take the earliest opportunity of 
bringing the subject before the admiral and his 
excellency general San Martin, for their con- 
sideration. (Signed.) Robert Bell, Lieutenant, 
H. C. Freeman, Lieutenant, J. M. Michad, 
Surgeon, James L. Frew, Purser, Hugh Jerome 
Kernan, Assistant Surgeon.*' 

This letter, and the subsequent behaviour 
of the officers, obliged the admiral to order them 
under an arrest, and to exhibit charges against 
them for their trial by a court martial, which 
was held on the second of March. The chai^f 
were '' For having, by their letter bearing date 
the second of February, 1821, addressed to 
Martin George Guise, Esq., combined fidsely 
to represent to the said Martin George 
Guise, Esq., captain in the naval service of 
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Chile^ and on divers other oceaak)ii8» that the 
appdUtion of the ' Valdivia/ given to the frigate 
Esmeralda was in disrespect to, and decoga^ 
tion of, the names of O'Hig^ns and San Martin, 
and thereby to exeite dissatisfaction against 
the admiral and commander in chief, in comme- 
moration of whose service m the capture of the 
fortifications of ' Valdi via* the said name was 
given to the ' Esmeralda." For attempting to 
excite dissatisfaction against their aforesaid 
superior officers, by nusrepresenting the name 
of the fortress of ' Valdivia, ' so given in com- 
memoration of useful services;, as the name of 
a man whom tlie said officers further, with the 
intent aforesaid, have pronounced to be a Span- 
iard who shed torrents of American blood; 
and moreover, that the said officers did further,, 
with Uie intent aforesaid to create dissadsfoction 
against the superior officer, falsely represent 
the person named Valdivia to have been the 
enslaver of Chile. That the said officers did 
hold various conversatioos derogatory to the 
vice«admiral of Chile, their commanding officer^ 
and unnecessarily and impertinently did inter- 
fere in tiie matter of naming the ^Esmeralda,* 
contrary to the tides and subversive of the 
discipKne of the nanral service of the state." 
The sentence given by the court, waq^ that 
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'< JaoMs M.' Michael, Surgeon, and James Frew, 
Punier, be dismissed the naval serrice of the 
state ; and Robert Bell, laeat., Henry C. Free- 
man, lieut, and Hugh J. Keman, Assistant 
Surgeon, be dismissed their ship, io be severely 
reprimanded and admonished by the court, 
but to be recommended by the court to the 
commander in chief for other appointments. 
<Signed) Robert Forster, President, W. Wilkin- 
son, T« Sackville Crosbie, William Prunier, 
Henry Cobbett." 

During the arrest of the offioere of the Val* 
divia. Lord Cochrane wished to make an attack 
^n the* vessels of war, blockships, ganboats, 
and foitificatims of Callao, and communicated 
the order for the same on the twentieth of Fe*- 
braary, which order to Captaki Guise was 
mifiwered by a private note to his lordship, sta- 
ting, that be could not think of entering on this 
service with any officers except those under 
arrest, aftd that in case they were not permitted 
to ri^in their ship for this attack, he mu0t 
remgn the ccmimand of her, and begged Lprd 
G4>Glirane to* appoint another person to the com«- 
mand* The admiral answered Captain Guise, 
that jhe eonU not appoint another person to die 
command of the Valdivia, nor admit die resig- 
tiatit)n of Captain Guise on a private solicitude. 
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nor even on ah official one, without soine reascmft 
being alleged. Captain Guise now wrote offi- 
cially, stating the refusal of Lord Cochrane 
to be a sufficient motive for his resignation, 
and expressing a request to be permitted 
to accompany his officers to h^ul quarters, 
and tender his commission to Greneral San 
Martin. His letter was also accompanied with 
one from the petty officers of the Valdivia, who 
refused to serve under any other commander 
than himself. After some further correspon- 
dence Captain Guise informed Lord Cochrane 
that he had given the command of the Yaldivia 
to Lieutenant Shepherd, and considered himself 
superseded. The admiral, for the fourth time, 
sent Captain Guise an order to act as comman- 
der of the Yaldivia, requiring a categorical 
answer to '^ whether he would or would not 
obey his orders, and signal to weigh, made four 
hours previous to this communication,'* again 
requesting some grounded reason for his resig- 
nation. The order to weigh was on service of 
importance, and Captain Guise refused to obey 
it, repeating, that his officers having been 
separated from his ship, he could not act, and 
had given over to Lieutenant Shepherd the 
command of the Yaldivia. 

On the twenty-seccmd of February Lord 
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Cochrane ordered Captain Spry to proceed in 
the brig Galvarino to the rendezvous off Cho- 
riUos^ which order was answered by Captain 
Spry, who requested leave to resign th? com- 
mand of the Galvarino, as '' his friend Captain 
Guise had been obliged to resign that of his 
ship," and alleging that he held no appointment 
from the Chilean government. Lord Cochrane 
demanded his motive for this letter, and why, 
without the appointment alluded to, he had 
exercised the authority of commander of the 
brig. The answer was, that " I (Captain Spry) 
entered the Chilean navy conditionally, to 
serve only during the period of the services of 
Captain Guise, under whose patronage and pro* 
tection I left England ;" that his appointment 
was a verbal one from the governor of Valpia- 
raiso, when he received his commission of 
Captain. He added a desire to be permitted 
to go to head-quarters at Huacho, and explain 
his conduct to General San Martin, concluding 
^ if Captain Guise is compelled to resign the 
command of the Valdim, [ am determined no: 
longer to hold that of the Galvarino." Captain 
Spry was placed under an arrest on the twenty* 
second of February, on charges to be exhibited, 
and such was the state of mutiny on board the 
Galvarino, that Captain Crosbie, of the flag^ 
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n\up, was ordered to anchor her in a safe situ- 
atioQ, which induced Captain Spry to write to the 
Admiral, stating, that as he had been superseded 
by Captain Crosbie, he considered himself o& 
half-pay, and free from the jurisdiction of the 
martial law. His letter was answered by ab 
assurance, that he was not superseded; but 
that having disobeyed the orders given, and 
declared his determii^ation not to hold the com- 
mand of the Galvarino, Captain Crosbie had 
been ordered to anchor her on the starboard 
beam of the O'Higgins, this appearing neces** 
SQfy from the state of the crew of the brig, and 
that he was not superseded in consequence of 
his said determination, nor had he gone through 
the usual' form» of delivering up the brig. Cap- 
tain Spry again innsted on his exemption from 
Inartial law ; but finding the Admiral determined 
to bring the affsur to the decision of a court- 
martial, of which he was aware that if the sen- 
tence were consonant with the crime, and ac- 
cording to the ordinances of the navy, he would 
aever leave the deck of the brig, he now ex- 
pressed no objection to being tried by his brother 
officers, who were ''neither prejudiced nor 
interested." 

The charges exhibited by the commander in 
chief were *' for neglecting or refusing to pro- 
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eced on service in the Chikan state brig Galva- 
rino, pursuant to an order of the commander in 
chief, both verbally, and in writing, given on or 
about the twenty-second of February, 1821^ in 
in breach of the 14th article of war, made and 
provided. — For having contrary to his duty as 
an officer written or caused to be written, a 
certain letter to his commander in chief, signed 
John Tooker Spry, further declining, or refusing 
to proceed on the duty so ordered, or longer M 
serve than during the period of the services of 
Captain Ouise, under whose patronage and 
protection he had lelft England, and for setting 
forth in the said letter^ thai if Captain Guis^ 
was compelled to resign die command of the 
Valdivia, he the said John Tooker Spry would 
no longer hold the command of the Gralvarino; 
thereby delaying and discouraging the service, 
in breach of the 14th article of war«^^That the 
said John Tooker Spry did by his conduct afore- 
said, hold forth an evil exadiple to his ship's 
company (who immediately thereafter did in 
writiqg and otherwise, refuse to weigh anchor 
until cettain grievances, which they did not set 
forth in the said writing, should be redressed), 
the same being subversive of all discifdine and 
fiTubordination, and in violation of the 14th arti* 
de of war, made and provided.'' 
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The sentence of the court-martial was, that 
''John Tooker Spry be dismissed the command 
of the brig Galvarino, be placed at the bottom 
of the list of captains, and be severely repri- 
manded by the court." 

On the fourth of March Captain Guise com- 
municated to Lord Cochrane, that Captain Spry 
having been dismissed the service by sentence 
of a court-martial, he requested permissdon to 
accompany him in his own boat to Huacho, 
which Lord Cochrane informed him he could 
not allow at that critical moment On the sixth 
the two captains, and the officers went down by 
the O'Hig^ns to head-quarters, where Ld.Coch- 
rane on the twelth again offered to Captain 
Guise the command of the O'Higgins, which he 
refused, as also ever to serve under Lord Coch- 
rane again. 

The whole of this affair was the result of 
what had passed at Valparaiso, before the ex- 
pedition quitted that port; and from several 
circumstances connected with the conduct of 
these officers, and their publiqly asserting, that 
General San Martin would not swerve from his 
promises made to them, their firm reliance on 
his support and patronage, as well as the subser 
quent behaviour of the general himself, evinced 
that he had been the entire instigator of what 
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Itad. passed at Valparaiso ia July and August, 
1820, both on the part of the Chilean govern^ 
ment, and on that of the different officers who 
then, and there misconducted themselves. 
He well knew that he could not tamper 
with Lord Cochrane, whose honourable feelr 
ings would not allow him to deviate from 
that line of conduct which had marked the 
whole tenour of his public life : and had not the 
officers of the squadron stood forth in support of 
their commander in chief, his tender of his com*: 
mission would have been accepted by the 
government. 

On the arrival at head-quarters of Captains 
Guise and Spry, the latter, in defiance of de* 
coram and example, was appointed by General 
San Martin his naval adjutant, Edecan Naval, 
as if to gall the feelings of Lord Cochrane, 
and bring into supreme contempt the sen*, 
tence of a court-martial, by protecting in the 
most public manner the individual who had 
merited the chastisement of the law. So elated 
was Captain Spry with his new appointment^ 
that in the house of Colonel, now Grenerat Mil- 
ler, he conducted himself towards Lord Coch- 
rane in the most ungentlemanly manner, so mucl^ 
so, that the honourable feelings of Miller were^ 
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wounded, and he apologized to the Admiral for 
the conduct of Spry. 

On the fourth of Mardi, General San Martin 
sent Captain Guise and his officers wiUi a 
request to the Admiral to reinstate them in 
their former appointment: his lordship again 
offered Captain Guise the command of any 
vessel in the squadron with such officers as 
might at the time belong to the Tessd, and 
to those officers who had not been dismissed 
the service, appointments to the vacancies in 
the squadron, according to the recommendation 
of the court-martial ; but Captain Guise again 
refused to act with any other officers than those 
who accompanied him, and the officers returned 
their appointments, with the assurance that 
they would only serve under the orders of Cap* 
tain Guise; they therefore all returned to the 
head-quarters of the army, where they remained 
nntil the surrender of Calko. 

At the same time that the Chilean squadron 
was a scene of insubordination and irregula* 
rities among those officers whose duty it was to 
obey the orders of their commander in chief, not 
only for the good of the service of Chile, but to 
the end that they themselves might meet with 
tibat deference and obedience in their subalterns 
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which coDBtitute the very estence of inilitary 
discipline, Lima was the theatre of anarchy and 
confusion. On the twenty-ninth of January a 
revolution took place in the Spanish army at 
AsnapogiO) founded on the plea of inability in 
the Viceroy Pesuela to conduct theaffitirsof 
the viceroyalty» during such critical circum^ 
stances as the present The result was, that An 
official communication was made to Pesuela» 
stilting the absolute necessity of his abdication, 
and that it must take place within four hours. 
Pesuela answeredi that the time specified was in- 
sufficient for him to deliver up the authority, but 
Cantarac, Caratald, Valdes, Ricafort, and the 
other officers at the head of the insurrection 
jreplied, that the answer of his Excellency did 
not correspond with their expectations, and that 
*' the troops were under arms, with all theif 
officers, without a single exception, and that 
they would not lay them down until they had 
obtained an order to acknowledge General La 
Sema Viceroy of Peru, and were assured that a 
umilar order had been givea to the different tri^ 
bunals and authorities. In consequence of this 
intimation, Pesuela issued the 6rder> and 
La Sema was proclaimed Viceroy and Captain 
General of Peru. This change only proves 
the right of power, which admits of no. itter^ 
pretation^ nor leaves any subterfuge to obedi^ 
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ence. The similarity of the fate of the first and 
last of the Spanish Viceroys as governors ge- 
neral is rather remarkable. The firsts Don 
Francisco Pizarro, was murdered in his own 
palace at Lima, by his subaltern officers ; tlie 
last, ]>on Joaquin de la Pesuela, was forced to 
abdicate his authority in the viceregal palace 
at Lima, by his subalterns, and to nominate an 
usurper as his successor. On the seventh Feb* 
ruary La Serna addressed the fdlowing procla- 
mation to the royal troops : — 

'' Soldiers! — ^Your will and support has 
placed me at the head of the government of the 
viceroyalty I" — A declaration more rebellious 
than any one presented by the insui^ent chiefs 
of America, until the conduct of the Spaniards 
forced them to declare their independence of 
Spanish domination. 

On the thirteenth February Capt. Carter, in 
the brig of war Araucano, arrived at Chancay, 
with the Spanish schooner of war Aransasu, 
which be had taken on the ninth. The Aransasu 
was from Panama, bound to Callao, hav^ 
ing on board three officers belonging to the re* 
giment of Numancia, and several Spanish 
merchants, as passengers. 

On the thnrteenth March part of the squa* 
left the bay of Huacho, having on board a di* 
vision of the patriot forces/ under the command 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC . 



Qf Li6ut-^ol6ne) MiUer^ d«stitod td oatise d 
diversion iu the Spanish ttoop^^ by landing at 
Piilc0. This t>t))eet vralS eff^ted oti the twenty-* 
firot ; but owing |o the writteii instructions given 
by Geneml ^a Martin, and froiA whiph Lord 
Qochtane vrtis determiued not to swerve^ the 
tewtt.Wjls whit might have beeti antidpated : 
abthing 0f iji^portanie t6 the qanse of America* 
After thef abditetioA of the Viceroy PeBoela^ 
he retired tb a coufatryTesidehce at the small 
village of La Magdalena, and wishing to send 
hid lad j" aiid faixkily t6 Ensope, He solicited the 
ndceasaty paseqabiht of General San Martin, 
Wi^ll knowing that they botlld < ndt escape the 
Ofailean vessels df war e^loyed in the bk>ckt- 
ade of €aUao; but the perittission was refused. 
Lad^ Ooobraoe and fakriily : having arriv'ed at 
Gaflslo in thfe Britiah frigate Amdromacbe, for 
the purpose or seeing his lordship before^ she 
left South America for Eibgland, Doda Angela, 
the Vicequeen, sopplicaied her ladyship to in* 
terpose hdr influence with the general^ as the 
only means by which isrhe could expect to obtaifi 
leare to embarit for Europe. Lady Cochrane, 
actuated by that sincere phitosrthropy which 
so eminetitly distinguishes and adcmirhery went 
iti&mediately to duaura, and obtained of General 
San Martin the favour she soXmted, on coiidi- 

VOIr. Ill, 2 T 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



322 TRAVELS IN 

tioD that her ladyship would remain on shore in 
Peru one month, which was agreed to ; but 
being the " better half ** of a sailor, her lady- 
ship declined remaining at head quarters among 
soldiers, and spent the whole of the time at 
Huaito, a plantation belonging to Dona Josefa 
Monteblanco, highly gratified witii the kind and 
hospitable treatment of her host. Hie Viceroy's 
lady took her passage on board the Andromache, 
and Lord Cochrane was honoured by an intro- 
duction to her by Captain Sherriffl After some 
conversation. Dona Angela declared, that his 
lordship was a polite ratkmat h&ng, and not the 
ferocious brute she had been taught to consider 
him — a compliment which his lordship received 
with all due respect to her Vicequeenship. 

On the return of Lord Cochrane to head 
quarters, it was determined by (General San 
Martin, that a second division under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant Miller should embark, and 
act according to the discretionary instructions 
of the admiral. The admiral left the bay of 
Huacho, and proceeded to Pisco, where some 
ininor skirmishes tpok place with the enemy. 
The troops were re-embarked at Pisco on the 
twenty-second of April : his lordship hoisted 
his flag on board the San Martin, and wiUi the 
schooner Aransastt proceeded to Arica, where 
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widi the assitftaiice of uncommotily fiivourtble 
winds we arrived on the fifth of May. 

The landmg in Uie bay of Arica is attended 
with almost insurmountable difficulties ; indeed 
sometimes it is not practicable, except on the 
balsas made by the natives. These are com- 
posed of seal-skins inflated : two are generally 
sewed together end to end, and the balsa is 
formed by lashing two of these side by side, 
laying some canes on the top. The hian who 
manages the balsa sits astride on the aftermost 
part, and impels the balsa with a double paddle, 
broad at each end, which he holds by the 
middle, and so dexterous are the natives, that 
there is not the least danger of being upset, or 
even of being wetted with the surf. On these 
original and apparently precarious rafts, all the 
merchandize is landed at Arica, and all the spe- 
cie brought to the vessels, except the sea be 
very calm and the surf run low. 

Immediately on our arrival at Arica, a flag 
of truce was sent on shore with a summons to 
surrender, accompanied by an assurance that 
all persons and personal property would be re- 
spected, except those and such bM belonged to 
those who by their present conduct should 
prove themselves enemies to the cause of South 
American liberty. Thki was answered by an 
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OBSanmce that the persons and pfvoperty at 
Arica were all under the protection of tke arms 
of his Mast Catholic Ma^sty, whose rights 
would be defended by his faithful vassals 
against his rebel sutgects and foreign {nrsites. 
Nothing was no^ left but to enforce obedience, 
^nd the situatioa ia which die San Martin had 
anchored not being a commanding one, she 
V$A hauled nearer in shore on the sixth, and a 
few shells thrown over the town ; but a« this 
had not the desired effect of intimidating the 
^nemy, a landing of the troops was determined 
on^ and in the night a convenient place was 
sought for to the southward, but the search 
proving ^tless, part of the troops were 
embarked on board the sdioooer Aransasu, 
under the command of Mijor Sol^r, and order- 
ed to proceed to the northward to Sama, to 
land and march upon the town. On the eighUi^ 
Lieutenant-colonel Miller followed with the re- 
maindejr of the troops, to join M«^or Soler. A 
f^w shots and shells were ocoasionally thrown 
iato the town, to keep the Spanish troops on 
th$ alert as to tl^e movements of the ship> 
while our troops should make their appearwee 
onshoret which happened on the morning of 
the eleventh, when the whole of the inhabitanta 
and tcoopa abandoned the town. Captain Wik 
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kina<Ai ^tiitlieBitrmes lasidled with copsider^ 
able difficulty, and hoisted the Patriot flag on 
the Btaff at the small battery* Major Soler 
<!a^ured from the enemy fifty-eight thousand 
dtoUars and six bars of silrar, under the pro* 
tectiotaof a guard of soldiers mi their way to 
Atequipa. 

Oq -the fourteenth tiie whole of the troopi 
and the marines belonging to the San Martin, 
amounting to two hundred and seventy men> 
under the command of Lieutenant^colonel Mil* 
ler» left Arica^ and marched towards .Tacna, 
twelve leagues from Arica» where they arriv^ 
on the fifteenth, and without any opposition 
took possession of the town ; they were here 
joined by two companies o;f injbntry,. who de-* 
sorted the cause of the king. Lord Cochrane 
ordered that these should Unm the base of a new 
regiment, tQ be called the first independ^rts 
of Tacna, and as the particular flag for the 
troops of Peru was not determined <m at head 
quarters, his lordship presented them with one 
having a sun in the centre on a blue field. 

From original papers found in the custom- 
house at Tacna, it appeared, that the quantity 
of Ewopean goods in the stpras at Arica be- 
longed to Spanish merchants iresidmg at Lima ; 
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coDfiequently an order was issued for their being 
embarked in the San Martin. 

Immediately on the landing of Lord Coch- 
rane, be called upon the inhabitants to form a 
civil government, for the protection of their 
property against many individuals who began 
to come into the town from the country for the 
purpose of plunder, assuring them at the same 
time, that, although they had not attended to 
his invitation to remain in their houses, it was 
not hi^ intention to deliver up the town to be 
sacked, nor had he done it, but at the same 
time he could not be answerable for thefts com- 
mitted, unless the inhabitants would assist in 
the protection of their houses and property, 
and in apprehending all suspicious and disorder- 
ly persons ; he also promised them that all pri- 
vate property belonging to Americans, the 
friends of the cause of their country, should be 
returned if claimed, and, consequent to this 
promise, the schooner Dos Amigos, and other 
property seized, were delivered to their 
owners. 

Colonel Miller advanced with his division 
towards Moquegua,. and had a sharp engage- 
ment with a party of royal troops at Mirabe, 
commanded by Colonel Sierra, who was taken 
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pmonet. On the morning after die engage- 
ment, which todc place in the night, another 
detachment of troops arrived to join the one 
stationed at Mirabe ; but on hearing the fate of 
their comrades they thought it better to retreat 
than to enter into any dispute with the victo- 
rious troops, and their valiant leader. On the 
arrival of this news, and that the troops were 
at Moquegua, Lord Cochrane dropped down to 
Uo, with the San Martin, for the purpose of 
being nearer to Colonel Miller's head quarters. 

The town of Arica is the capital of the pro- 
vince of the same name ; it is situated in a small 
valley, and stands close to the sea. It was 
anciently a place of considerable importance 
and size ; but since the year IGOS, when it was 
destroyed by an earthquake, it has gradually 
decreased, the more respectable inhabitants 
having retired to Tacna ; their departure was 
also hastened by its being sacked in 168(9 by 
the pirate John Warren. Arica has at present 
a parish church, and three poor convents, San 
Francisco, La Merced and San Juan de Dies. 
The populati(Hi is composed of whites, Indians 
and a few slaves. Owing to some low swampy 
ground, produced by the annual overflowings 
of the river and the want of proper draim^e^ 
intermittent fevers are very common here^ of 
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which many serranos^ people from, the ixdtmotf 
die, when they ^ come down on biisine89; 
All our peopte who slept o& shore at Axictt, in* 
dudiBg the admiral, suffered by thtoi, and 
tome died. The climate is similat to that of 
Lima,, it seldom raindi but the fogs are very 
heftvy^ 

The valley of Arica is small; but at the dis« 
tauce of a mile ftom thc$ town it is pretty, owing 
to the relief which the eye feels when resting 
on vegetable productions, aft6r being iatigmd 
with the barren sandy scenery which surrounds 
the town/ The principal produce of the valley 
is e^, capsicum, and olives, which are rennttk* 
ably brge, and finely flavoured ; plantains^ ba* 
ttanas e^Jooteu, yucas^ and other vegetables^ 
are cultivated in the gajrdens, and some tropscsi 
fruits. 

The town of Arica will doubtless become of 
coiiflndefable importance with the changes that 
have taken f^ce itk South America* Indeed it 
always would have been so^ had not the ookmiajl 
laws dedared it QLcldse port, no abilUado4 It ii 
the key to the provinces of Upper Peru, Ar^ 
({uipa. La Pas, Potosi, Chuquisaca, &c., being 
a better landing place tha& Uo^ MoU^Mio, 
orQuilca; it possesses also the advantage of 
fresh water for shipping, which is exiremely 
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scarce at the other porta. Arica is situate ia 
ir 3» 40*^ Boath hititade, and TO*" 13' 30" west 
bn^tiide* 

The town of Taena staods in a very pleasant 
and fruitful valley, it is considerably larger than 
Arica, and has a much better appearance; 
some of the houses are large, oommodioua, and 
well furnished*; thus, among other articles, I 
saw several piano-fortes. The principal wealth 
of the inhabitants consists in their large droves 
of mules, for the purpose of conveying the mer^ 
chandize from Arica into the interior, and from 
some parts of Upper Peru to Lima. Tacna is 
to Arica what Piura is to Paita. 

On the twenty-seventh of May we came to 
an anchor in the bayof Ilo, and immediately 
supplied Colonel, Miller with every thing that 
he wanted ; he had removed his bead-quarters 
from the town of Moquegua to a farm called 
Rinconada, judging that the climate of this 
place was better for his troops^ as it was cooler 
here than in the town. 

Ilo is an indifTerept anchorage, and a bad 
landing place ; the village is composed of mise- 
rable huts, and a few houses which indicate the 
residence of penury ; a scarcity of water pre-: 
vails, and consequently of fruit and vegetables* 
VOL. in. 2 u 
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CoI« Sierra and Capt. Suares were here embari^* 
ed, having been sent dovm by Colonel Miller ; 
but they were soon afterwards liberated at Mol- 
lendo on their parole of honour, having sworn 
not to act hostilely until they should be ex* 
changed according to the regulations of war. 

At the moment whjen Colonel Miller was 
about to advance into the interioV, having disci- 
plined a number of recruits from different parts 
of the adjoining provinces, and when every thing 
promised a general revolt in favour of the cause 
of independence, he transmitted to Lord Coch« 
rane the original communication which he had 
received from the governor of Arequipa, an- 
nouncing a cessation of hostilities for twenty 
days, from the date of the receipt of the com^' 
munication. This armistice was ratified by Ge- 
neral San Martin and the Viceroy La Sema on 
the twenty-third of May, and sent express by 
the latter to Ovalle, the governor of Arequipa. 

The armistice had been personaDy formed 
by the contending chiefs, who met at Pun- 
chauca, and agreed on appointing new deputies 
for the purpose of conciliation ; they were to 
hold their conferences on board of a neutral ship 
in the bay of Callao, for which purpose th^ 
Cleopatra was chosen* 
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Siich was the state of Lima at this period, 
diat the cabildo addressed the following official 
note to the Viceroy La Sema i 

T" Most Excellent Sir,-^No title is more glo- 
rious, nor more amiable, than that of a Pacifi- 
cator. Augustus, when stifling the volcano of 
civil war among the Romans, and giving peace 
to the universe, was the greatest of mortals, and 
almost a God upon earth. It is the duty of 
every prince to imitate this example, if h6 be 
desirous of, and intereisted in the health and 
prosperity of the people committed to his guar- 
dianship. Whoever knows the great advantages 
and feels what it iato reign over grateful hearts, 
will find more charms than in the miost fortunate 
and prosperous warfare. 

^' Your Excellency, placed at the head of the 
junta of Pacification of Peru, has gained'the 
love, the veneration, and the confidence of this 
city. The hope of this great felicity has caused 
us to suffer with resignation, losses and priva- 
tions of every class. The end of the armistice 
is fast approachiog, and we do not yet perceive 
one ray of this celestial gift. Why is it so long 
retarded, while Lima suffers such atraln of evils 
that fill her with consternation ? 

" To the distance of twenty-five leagues 
round the city, the most frightful devastation 
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tYtry wfa^re reigns* Our cattle, t)ttr gtain» 
and our fruits are the victims of military &ay. 
The riphest and most opulent of our provinises 
bave succumbed to the prepotent force of the 
enemy> and the i^st are threatened with the 
^ame fate ; while this suffering capita experi^ 
^ttces the horrible effects of a rigorous block* 
ade, hunger, robberies, and death. Our own 
soldiers pay no ri^pect to the last r^nains of 
pur property, even our oxen, indiapensably 
necessary for the cukivatioh of the land, are 
alain. If tliis plague continue, what will be 
par )ot--our miserable condition I 

'^ The soldier must be supported as well as 
the citizen, but not to the injury of the latter ; 
they must both be guided by the same laws, and 
must both l>e equal. JSoth compose the state, 
and the support of both is necessary ; founded 
pn the samp right of nature and of society. 
But let us abandon these melancholy relations* 
smd confine purselves entirely to those of peace; 

• ' Peace is the general wish of the people : 
they have laboured since the year 1815 under 
the grieyancss of war, and have not force to 
support it any longer. Without the money» 
without the provisions, without the desire, and 
without the means of supporting an opposition, 
the people flock to the standard of General San 
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Afartia ; httndreds of mm leave our walls, that 
ik6y may not die of hunger. A swam of rob* 
hers iafest om roads and intercept our provi* 
sioos» ibiult us^ and plunder our houses. The 
public speak loudly against our apadiy and si* 
lence, and evils worse than those uwally x>ro<- 
duioed by war must soon be the result The 
happiness of the capital and of the kingdom dor 
pends on peace^ and this depends on the '* yes ^ 
of your excellency* The corporation of Lima 
hopes to see it established, and promises to your 
excellency the constant and everlasting gratis 
tude of the people. God preserve your excels 
lency many years. Hall of the corporation of 
lima, June 7th, 1821. (Signed) The Count of 
San Isidro, and all the n^embers of the body 
corporate/" / 

To this note the Viceroy gave the following 
answer: 

i' " Most Excellent Sir,- Unquestionably war is 
e exercise of the right of force, and the most 
terrible of all the plagues that destroy the 
human species : it does not pardon even the 
victorious, and the most fortunate partake of its 
effects. 

''As a philanthrppjiBt I love and desire 
peace ; but as a soldier and a public man, I 
eannot accede to a peace which is indecorous : 
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thu6> if the general in chief of the invistding 
army will agree to an armistice honourable and 
fair to the arms of the Spanish nation, you and 
every one of you may remain assured that my 
vote shall be for peace ; but if he will not, no ! 
for I never will assent to any thing derogatory 
to the honour of the Spanish nation, in which 
case it would be better to die than to live. I be- 
lieve that these are also the sentknents of the in- 
dividuals who compose the body corporate ; and 
of this city, which is called heroic, whose inhabi- 
tants are well aware, that to deserve this epithet 
valour, patience and the other virtues, not 
common, are necessary. 

^' In fine, although I am at the head of die 
junta of pacification, in it I have only one 
vote, so that the corporation is deceived in sup- 
posing, that peace depends on my ''yes;" but I 
repeat, that if it did, I would prefer war to an 
indecorous peace ; and even supposing that 
preponderance which your excellency actually 
gives to the forces of General San Martin, you 
must be aware, that war is a game where more 
or less is risked according to the passions of the 
gamblers: atone time one wins, and another 
loses; and when much is won, it generally 
happens that the winner continues gambling in 
the hope of increasing his store; or he who 
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loses, will not desist^ in hopes of regaining wkat 
he has lost; at last fortune varies, and the 
winner not only loses what he had won, but 
also what he had when he began. 

** This is what I have to say in answer to 
your note of yesterday* €iod preserve your 
excellency many years. (Signed) Jose de la | 
Serha."* . 

From the number of deserters who daUy ar- 
rived at Huaura, the head quarters of general 
San Martin, the state of lima was well known. 
The officers of the army were divided in their 
opinions ; the cabildo in open war with the vice* 
roy; the opinion of the people in favour of 
liberty ; the troops disserting or dying in the 
hospitals; hunger parading the streets, and 
every one, high and low, general and soldier, 
master and slave, convinced that the idea of 
resisting the patriot forces was the chimera 
of a madman. Hence it followed that when La 
Sema proposed to San Martin an armistice of 
sixteen months, under the pretence that both 
parties should refer the decision to the court of 
Madrid, the latter declined acceding to it. 

Notwithstanding the favourable appearance 
of things, the army of San Martin was tired of 
their inglorious inaction, knowing full well that 
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to take the capital of Pem only required than 
tD enter it, and this opinion was supported 
by every new arrival fimn Lima. The con- 
summate prudence of San Martin, however, did 
not allow him to risk the firing of a shot, lest 
the ball might slay '' a brother;" at the same 
time that his Guerilla parties were actively en- 
gaged in committing all the cruelties incident 
to predatory warfare. But the presence of the 
general was not necessary in such skirmishes, 
nor his humanity compromised; the truth is, 
his person was in no jeopardy* Complaints 
began to be every day more loud in the army, 
and dissention more visible, so much so, that it 
became a daily task at the tables of the officers, 
tx> drink to ** those who fight for the liberty of 
Peru, not those who write, a los quepekan par 
la libertad del Peru, no las que escriven."' San 
Martin, aware of the state of his army, embarked 
in the schooner Montezuma, in order to re-es^ 
tablish his health, and a prorogation of the 
armistice for twelve days more was ratified. 

During this cessation of hostilities, his lord* 
ship dropped down to MoUendo, where a neu* 
tral vessel was taking in wheat, for sup- 
plying the city of Lima. The admiral im- 
mediately wrote to the governor of Arequipa, 
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«k|nre6siiig kis aatoniahmeBt tfaatneotiiii dboitUl 
he jftUovred to embMrk firainiBioiis during a& el^- 
miticB, for the |)ikrpose ^ mppiyinf one of the 
lielli^enents, to tke injury iif the other, findcoKr 
irary to the Spniiish carionktl lams i to whidi the 
governor answered, that thB whole of tbeM^ifttt 
at MoUeudo belonged to Spanish merchants re- 
siding at Lima, or Arequipa, and that no part 
of it whatever belonged to neutrals, and that if 
any had been embarked since the celebration of 
the armistice, it was in violation of the orders 
of the government, to correct which he had 
again issued the most positive orders against 
such an infraction of the stipulations of Pun- 
chauca. With this answer his lordship retired 
from MoUendo, but sent in a boat with a lieu- 
tenant belonging to the San Martin, to watch 
the actions of the enemy at MoUendo ; on being 
assured that the embarkation of the wheat was 
persevered in, the San Martin returned to Mol- 
lendo on the nineteenth of June, and shipped 
the remainder of the wheat found on shore. 

When every thing was ready for Colonel 
Miller to proceed into the interior, the news 
arrived, on the fifth of July, of the prorogation 
of the armistice. This with the news received 
from the army, through private letters, induced 

his lordship to equip and victual some of the 
VOL. rii. 2 X 
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prizes taken at Aiica, and leave them for the 
reception of the troops under Col. Miller, in 
case of any emergency, and repair to Callao, 
for the purpose of learning the true state of affitirs 
at head-quarters. We arrived at Callao-on the 
eighth of July, 1821* 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Lima etacoated by La Senia......Oocopatioa of by the Liberatiiig Anny...*.. 

Lowofthafltti Bfuliii......Aninaor Loid Codwaaeat Lina......Co^yet 

of the Spaniardfl aftar kavii^ LiBHi......IndepaBdeaoe of Pera aworn...... 

San Martin oonstitatea himaelf Protector of Peru Interriew between 

Lord Codiraae ad Saa MaitiD......AaBoanaeiiMiit of the TiewB of the 

Spaniah Anny — ..State of the Sqiiadrai......San Martin takea tiie fidd.... 

Arrival and Departure of Cantarac PnxJaaiation of San Martin 

Tieamre taken at Anoea by Lord CoclinuM......Sarranderof CaHao...... 

Itibanal of Phrification eataUiahed at Liaia....Lieatenant Wynterarreated 

at CaUao Paroiseien and Spry Tiait the Squadron at Midnight 

Sq^ran leatea Callao^ anivea atGaajaqniL 

On the arrival of Lord Cochrane in the bay of 
Cdllao/ on the eighth of July, General San 
Maltin came on board the flag ship, from the 
schooner Sacramento, bringing with him the 
welcome news of the fall of Lima, or rather of 
its evacuation by the Spanish troops. 

On the sixth of July, 1821, the Viceroy La 
Sema informed the Marquis of Monte-mira that 
it being convenient, he should retire with the 
troops under his command from the capital of 
Peru, leaving only a few companies of the regi- 
ment of La Cdncordia, militias, to preserve 
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order and traDquillity, under the command of 
his excellency the political and military go- 
vernor, 

On the same day La Sema informed San 
Martin of his determination ; as also that he had 
deposited in the ca9tle9 at Callap such warlike- 
stores as he had thought requisite for his ulterior 
operations, leaving the rest in Lima as he found, 
them. La Serna solicited that such sick as he 
had been obliged to leave in the hospitals might 
be kindly treated $ he requested, too, that none 
Of the inhabitants might suffer any persecution 
for their past political opinions and conduct, as- 
suring General Sau Martin that his conduct 
should be subject to every rule of reciprocity. 

A detachment of horse entered Lima on the 
evening iof the seventh, but without any orders 
flrofh General San Martin, tad on the eighdi the 
liberiling atiny took possession of tike city, but 
the gpenersii in chief judged it most prudent to 
remain on board his schooner in the bay of Cal* 
lao, till the night of the ninth, when he made 
his private e^ntry into Lima. 

On the fourteenth an annMiieetiieiit ap- 
peared in the ministerial gazette of Lima, that, on 
account of the great scarcity of wheat in the 
city* General iSan Martin had directed that two 
thousand fhnegas, then on board the flag slap of 
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the Chilean squadron, ^should be landed at the 
GhoniUos free of duty; and for this purpose^ 
the San Martin was ordered to the said port» 
whioh she entered on the aixteendi : she waa, 
however, unfortunately run aground by Captain 
Wilidnson, and, although every endeavour waa 
made to save her, she was completely lost, 
owing to the unoommon swell of the sea at the 
time* 

On the fourteenth a note was addressed by 
General San Martin to the cabildo of lima, re* 
questing the oonvocalion of a gen^risil meetii^» 
that the opinion of the inhabitants might be 
made public, with regard to their detemunatioii 
OB the independence ^f the country. This re* 
quest was immediate complied with ; and on 
the fifteenth the menibers of the corporation, 
his excellency the arehhisAiop, the prelates of 
the conventual orders, die titles of Castile, and 
many other individuals^ met at the city hall, and 
the following act was signed by the whole of 
fhem: 

'' The general wiU is decided on the inde- 
peodenee of Peru with reelect to the Spanish 
Of any other foreign domination ; and to this 
effMt 4et the form ^f the necessary etith be 
drawn up and administered." 
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On the seventeenth Lord Cochrane entered 
Lima amid die loudest acclamations of theinha^ 
bitants. The Marquis of Monte^mira had sent his 
carriage for Lord Cochrane to Chonillos ; but a 
deputation from the cabiido and others from 
different corporations having met his lordship 
on the road, he alighted from the carriage, and 
mounted a horse, brought for the occasion. 

The inhabitants of Lima being desirous of 
seeing the naval hero of the expedition, a levee 
was held on the same evening at the palace, 
where the Admiral received the compliments of 
the principal personages of the city ; but Gene* 
ral San Martin judging it more decorous to be 
absent when a '' subaltera" received the thanks^ 
of the cabiido of Lima, and the compliments o£ 
Its ii]dbabitants, remained at la Legua, half*way 
between Lima and Callao, where he had es- 
tablished his head quarters. On the eighteenth 
in the morning the archbishop visited his lord- 
ship, which visit was immediately returned ; 
when Lord Cochrane left the city to wait upon 
the general in chief at his headquarters. 

On the seventeenth an order was published 
for the abolition of the Spanish royal arms in 
any part of the city where they had been 
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placed ; and this proclamatioQ. was accompanied 
by another, as follows: 

'' Having been informed, with great horror 
to my delicate sentiments, and in violation of 
my^ humane principles, that some passionate 
individuals vex and insult the Spaniards with 
threats and taunts, I order and command, that 
all persons who shall commit such kind of ex- 
cesses, in opposition to American gentleness df 
manners, to decorum, and to good and rational 
education, be denounced to the political and 
military governor of the city, that, the* fact 
being proved, he may be punished for such re- 
proachful conduct" 

On the eighteenth a civic guard was ordered 
to be formed, to supersede the Spanish regiment 
de la Concordia, and the gran mariscal Marquis 
of Torre Tagle was appointed colonel of it. 

On the twenty-second of July a proclamation 
was issued, ordering that the public act of the 
declaration of the independence of Peru should 
take place on the twenty-eighth of the same 
month, with all the solemnity due to so memo- 
rable a transaction. 

After the Spanish troops left lima on the 
sixth, their march into the interior was marked 
with the most horrid outrages : from Lurin to 
Bujama, a distance of nine leagues, thirty-four 
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dead bodies were left ontberoadi sotu&had 
died of disease, others bad been ^ot; aiid» 
aceordiog to tbe uoiibrm statements of the 
deserters from the SpMoards^ Coloael Rodil 
was tbe executioDer of the groater ipart of tbeae 
urictims. Oa the thirteeDth, tbitty-eiae aide 
;aii4 frve dead loea were fouod neat to Bujama, 
aad carried to a tempomry hospital* From tke 
tillage of Huaycan advices were received on 
tbe twenty-first that La Sema had iisaed an 
order imposing capital punishment on emary ia- 
4iTidual belonging to, or uader >the pvotediaii 
of the Spanish army, who should lea)iw the roule 
assigned a distance of twenty yajrds ; rinMwtth- 
'staoding which, upwards of thi^ee .hundred de- 
serted at 'Huayoan^ and at Lonsgaaai upwasds 
of si^ hundred. In a skirmish neaar the latter 
place the Spaniards ket twenty JiiUed, and 
more tbanfifty prisoners, and La Semawa^^oom- 
plete}y aurrounded in 'the oravine of Pilaa. The 
leffoite of tbe Guerilla pactiesiin baraam^ Ibe 
S|Muiish troops were constant aAd sueeesaM; 
and had a diviaioa of tbe liberating .army been 
sent to co-operate with the Gruenlias, it isnaat 
.im)baMe that Ihe entire Spanish lirmy would 
i&ave been annihilated ; vhiM; tbe 'wlmle of jthe 
arvty WM disposed of iniAerbanrawksiitf ! 
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or (tt BeUaviBta, where they' we)re stationed to 
wateh the operations of about eight hundred 
meur under General La Mar, in the batteries of 
Gallaok A small dtvisicA under General Are- 
nales stationed in the province of Tauyos ¥ra8 
ordered to Lima, and the whole of the interior 
was abandoned to the prbtection of the Guerilla 
{Murties, who had to act against the organi2ed 
Spanish army, so that the towns whioh had de- 
clared their adher^ce to the cause of indepen«» 
dence, wheb they believed themselves under the 
j^rotection of the liberating forces, were aban^ 
4oned, to experience all the rigours of their con^^ 
stituted enemies, the Spaniards, and thus pave 
the way to the state of affairs which subse- 
quently took place in Peru* 

Lord Cochrane having retired from Lima, on 
board the 0*Higgins, in the bay of Gallao, re- 
vived on the twentieth the following invitation 
from the cabildo of Lima : 

*' Lima, the capital of Peru, is about to so- 
lemnize the most august act which has been 
perforfned for three centuries, or since her foum 
dation ; this is, the proclamatioii of her indepen-* 
dence, and her absolute exclusion from the Spa- 
nish government, as well as that of any other 
foreign potentate ; and this cabildo, wishing the 
ceremony to be cmducted with all possible det 
VOL. III. 2 r 
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oorum and solemnity, considers it necessary* 
that your Excellency, who hias so gloriottsly 
co-operated in the consecution of this highly de- 
sired object, will deign to assist at the^act, with 
your illustrious officers, on Saturday the twen- 
ty-eighth inst." 

On the twenty-eighth the procession, com- 
posed of General San Martin, Lieutc-General 
Marquis of Monte-mira, the staff officers of 
the army, the university and four colleges, the 
prelates of the religious orders, the military 
chiefs, the judges, many of the - nobility, and 
the members of the cabildo, left the- palace, 
mounted on richly caparisoned horses, and were 
followed by the body guard of the ex- viceroy, 
the escort of the general in chief, and the batr 
talion No. 8, with the flags of Chile and Buenos 
Ayres, and proceeded to a stage erected in the 
plasa mayor General San Martin ascended 
the stage, and displayed the national flag of 
Peru, pronouncing at the same time — " Peru 
is from this moment free and independent, by 
the general vote of the people, and by the jus- 
tice of her cause, which God defend !" 

The cavalcade then paraded the principal 
streets of the city, and returned to the palace 
where Lord Cochrane was waiting . in the 
balcony, whence medals commemorative of the 
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act were, distributed ; but even these evinced 
the ambition of the general, who, from the very 
outset of the expedition, had endeavoured to 
monopolize every species of credit : for this 
purpose, the inscription chosen for the medals 
!was, '* Lima secured its independence on Uie 
twenty^eighth of July, 1821, under the protec- 
tion of the liberating army, commanded by San 
Martin/' 

On the* following Sunday a solemn Te'Deum 
was chanted, at the cathedral, and high mass 
waS: celebrated by the surchbishop ; after which 
4he individuals who on the twenty-eighdi had 
/ormed the procession advanced separately to 
^e high altar, and took the oath, on the sacred 
gospels, to ''-defend with their opinions, .pro- 
perty and persons, the^ independence of Peru, 
against the Spanish govemmeot, and any other 
foreign power/* 

On the twenty-ninth Colonel Miller, having 
been obliged to abandon the province of Arica 
•on the twenty-second, landed at Pisco, having 
increased his division to nine hundred and siicty 
taien. 

On the thirtieth Lord Cochrane reporteid to 
.General San Martin, that on the twenty -filth he 
had ordered Captam Grosbie to enter the an- 
ch^rage'at Gallao, and to > cat out as many of 
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the enemy's vessels as fae oould coiiMiiieddf^ 
bring to anchor outside ihe range of the batle^ 
ries^ which he did in the most gallant manner, 
bringing out the San Eernando and Milagsc^ 
4he two largest merchantmen, and the Besdur 
cion, armed as^ sloop of war; besides several 
launches and boats, burning at the same time 
two hulks within musket shot of the enemy's 
batteries. 

After the ceremony on the Sunday at the ca- 
Jliedral was concluded, a deputation from the 
x^bildo waited on General San Martin, with the 
^request, that he would take upon himself the 
political and military superintendence of Peru, 
•which in the name and on the behalf of the oar 
idtal they had the honor to offSer to him. To 
this communication, with such a smile as few 
bnt San Martin can express, he informed them, 
that the offer was quite unnecessary, for that 
as he hdid taken the command he should keep it 
so long as he^ thought proper, and liiat he should 
moreover allow no juntas, nor assemblies for 
the discussion of public matters during his plea- 
sure. This was an answer not very congenial 
to the feelings of men who had.just been called 
x>n to swear, in the presence of the Almighty, 
to their liierty and ind^pendmeeJ 

On the fourth of August fresh advices of 
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ibt atrocities OQUiBiUted by tlie SpaoiaidB ^ 
dieirinanch into the interior were published «t 
lima; one piece of intelligence was, that at 
the town 4ii Taiuipampa a hospital had bete 
formed of the church, and that at the tiaie that 
La Serna left the town the doers of the diurch 
were closed, and the whole -set fire to, when the 
miserable soldiers who oould 'not adcompany tibe 
Spanish army were burnt to death, as wdl as 
great numbers of the inhabitants^ the town in 
their bouses, Rodil at the same time deelarmg, 
that it was more lioncnraUe for them to die*than 
to se^e in the ranks oi the ^rebels. 

On the third of August the foUowmg pro^ 
clamation was issued at Lima : 

'' Don Jose San Martin, &€.— When I took 
change of «the important enteiprize of the liberty 
t>f Peru, I had no other -motiye than a dewe-ef 
forwarding the sacred cause of liberty in Ame- 
fica, and of promoting the felicity of the peo* 
pie of Peru. A eonsiderable jpeft of ^this -is 
already realized ; but this work would remain 
incomplete, and my feelings little satisfied, H I 
did not -establish for ever thefutureeeeudty and 
prosperity of 'the inhabitants of ibis region. 

''After my urival at Pisco I«mounced^ 
that owing to the imperiousness of the cir- 
eoastanoes, I wee infested with -the supreme 

A' -^ : • , • 
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authority/ and that I was reBponaible to the 
patria for the exercise of it. Thetie drciim* 
stances yet exist, because Peru- has yet to com- 
bat widi her enemies, and ccMisequeatly it is 
necessary that the supreme command should 
continue in my hands. 

*'I hope, that because I thus act, you will 
do me the justice to believe that I am not in* 
duced by any ambitious views, but by public 
convenience alone. It is abundantly notorious, 
,thatl only aspire to retirement and tranquillity, 
after a life so greatly agitated as miuQ has been ; 
but I hold a moral responsibility which requires 
the sacrifice of my most sanguine desires. The 
experience of twelve years of revolutien in 
Venezuela, Cundinamarca, Chile, and the 
united provinces of Rio de la Plata have, giv^n 
me a knowledge of the evils attending, the un- 
'timely convocation of congresses, while the 
enemy yet exists in the country : independence 
must first be secured ; we must afterwards think 
of the solid establishment of liberty. The re- 
ligious scrupulosity with which I have always 
in my public life fulfilled my promises gives me 
the right to be believed ; and I compromise 
myself most solemnly with the people of Peru, 
that at that moment in which the territory is 
freci I will resign the conunand, to make room 
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for sucb a government as they may think fit to 
elect The frankness with which I speak ought 
to serve as a guarantee for the sincerity of my 
intentio][i. I might have ordained that electors 
named by the citizens of the free departments 
should nominate the person who was to govern 
until the reunion of the representatives of the 
Peruvian nation. The simultaneous invitation 
of a great number of persons of elevated cha* 
racter and decided influence in this capital who 
have requested that I should preside at the 
administration of the state, ensures to me the 
popular appointment ; besides, as I had obtained 
the. assent of the people under the protection 
of the liberating army, I have judged* it more 
decorous and convenient to follow this loyal 
and; frank conduct, which must tranquillize all 
those.who are jealous of their liberties. 

'' When I have the satisfaction to deliver up- 
the commai^d, and to give an account of my 
operations to the representatives of the people, I 
am confident that they will not find in the epoch 
of my administration any of those strokes of 
venality^ despotism, or corruption, which have 
characterized the agents of the Spanish govern- 
ment in America. To administer strict justice 
to, all, rewarding virtue and patriotism, and 
punishing vice and seditiim wherever.it may be- 
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found, iB the model by winch I riiall regalaM 
siy aotk>ii6^ so lo&g sut I am placed at the heaid 
of this nation." 

After tbis most fascinfatitig description of 
what 4 eluef magistarfite ought to be# but in whidi 
the daties of a general are not ereh hinted «t^ 
San Martin deolarea himself the Protector of 
Perui and Don Jaian Garcia del Rio, Don Bet^ 
nardo Monteagudo, and Dr. Don Hipdito 
Vaanne, l^is tiiree ministers of state. It is al- 
most unnecessary to My how ill this self'^consti*- 
tafeed authority agrees with the promises made 
Ify the Supreme Director of Chile in his p]*oda-> 
mation to the Perutians ; and in tihat of General 
San Martin issued after his arrival in PiarU. 
I merely hint at these things, that my read** 
cBfs may not be surpriiied when they find, tiiat 
his promises were just as binding in one case aa 
in the <Mlier. 

On the following mornings the fourth of 
Augtuit^ Iiord GoehrAne^ uninformed of the change 
which had takbn place in the tide of San Martimr 
Waited the palaee, tmd began to beg of the gene- 
ral in dhief to propose some means for the pay«> 
ment of thfe foreign seamen, who had served their 
tiflBtesi and fulfilled their contract. To this Saft 
Martin answered, '' that he would never pay the 
Qhilean squadron unless it were sold to Peru* 
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wd lbe» the payment ahoiild be cojijiidered mi a 

IMXt of Ihe pw^ht^Q iQoaey." To this Loid 

Cocbf^koe replied, that by such a transaction the 

sqUadroo of Chile wc^ild be transferred to Peru 

by loei^ly paying what waa due to the effioers 

ai»d crewa for serviqea done to Peru. S» 

IMartm . kfiit his brows, aad tvnung to bis 

two m»isters, Garcia and Monteagitdo, who 

^ef e ip the room, ordered them to retire; to 

w^h hi9 lordship ab|^te4> stating that as ha 

was not Riaster of the Spanish laa^uage« he ^ish^ 

ad them to remain w his ioterpreteiw> fearf al that 

some expression, not rightly underatoodt might 

be considered offensive. San Martin now turned 

round to the Admiral, and ^aid* '' are you 

a^are. my lord, that I an^ Proi^ector of. Pern f' 

'* No," said his lordship- " I ordered mj secret 

taries to inform you of it," retwrnad San JMartitt< 

'' That is now unneeessary," said his ilordishipA 

'' for you have personally informed me: but I 

sincerely hope that the friendship which has 

existed between General San Martin and myT 

self will &tiU eontinye to exist between tibe 

Protector of Peru and myself.'* San Martin 

then, rubbing his hands, said, '' I have only tci 

say, that I am Protector of Pern !" 

The manner in whidx this last sentenea 

waa e^presseid roused the admiral, wha adn 
VOL. iir, - 2 z 
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Tancing, liaid, '* then it now becomes me, as the 
senior officer of Chile, and consequently the 
representative of the nation, to request the 
fulfilment of all the promises mad.e to Chile, 
and the squadron, but first, and principally, the 
squadron." San Martin returned — '' Chile t 
Chile ! I will never pay a single real to 
Chile I and as to the squadron, you may take 
it where you please, and go when you choose : 
a couple of schooners are quite enough for me : 
Chile! Chik! jfo nuncapagare un real a Chile! 
y en quanta a la eequadra, puede F. llevairla drnidt 
qukre, e irsequando gustCj can un par de gaUtag 
me basta a mT and snapped his fingers in 
the face of the Admiral. On hearing this, Gar- 
cia left the room, while Monteagudo walked to 
the balcony. San Martin paced the room for a 
^ihort time, and, turning to his lordship, caught 
his hand, and said, ** forget, my lord, what 
is past I" The admiral, dashing away the tear 
with which surprize and indignation had suffused 
his eye, replied, ** I wiH, when I can," and im- 
mediately left the palace. His lordship was now 
undeceived by the man himself: the repeated 
reports he had heard of his past conduct 
crowded on his distracted imagination, and 
knowing what might be attempted, from what 
had already been done, his lordship agreed with 
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me, that his life was not safe ashore; he 
therefore immediately took horse, rode to Boca 
Negra, and went on board his frigate. ' 

This conversatkm has been denied by some 
of San Martin's partizans ; but were it neces* 
sary more fully to substantiate the fact, the 
subsequent official correspondence between the 
protector of Peru and the admiral of the Chilean 
squadron would' fully prove the truth of what 
I have stated. 

San Martin, reflecting that the batteries of 
Callao were yet in the hands of the enemy, and 
that should the Chilean naval force raise the 
blockade, he did not possess the means of 
driving them out, nor of forcing them to surren- 
der, exerted himself in conciliatory measures, 
heaping promise upon promise, both as to the 
payment of the arrears of the crews and 
premiums and rewards. He endeavoured to 
soften down his expressions of the fourth, 
stating that he only said, or meant to say, that 
'' it might be interesting to Chile to sell some 
of her vessels of war to Peru, because this 
latter wanted them for the protection of her 
coasts. '^ But even this subterfuge was exposed 
by his saying further, that ** the government of 
Chile would at all times devote their squadron 
to the furtherance of the cause of Peru." 
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San Martin^ on finding tbat officisA correi^** 
fOttdeoc^d did Jiot produce the desired effect of 
bringing Lord Codirane le ^gvee witih bim ttidl 
thie squadron w&s imder hifs controtil, even after 
lie laid tesamed the fiapretne tiutliority in Fern, 
and coMtituted hidiMlf an independent chief, at 
tlie head of a ae^rate gov^^ment, whose 
^kswfi wwe aeettiogly opposed to the interesta 
af Ohj^, viofw addreased the following priral^ 
letter to his lordship, which on account of ita 
uncoinmoti expreastons I give in Spanish : 

" lima, Ago»to 1« de 1821.— Mi Lord,— De 
oficiocaateato a V% aobre el desagradaUe nego- 
tiode l08 lM4|ueiB de la esquadra, que a V. y a 
minM causa disgu&ttos impresindibles, porque 
no es poaible dacer qnaato se desea. Nada ten- 
go qoe awadir ai .no es la protesta que no he mi<^ 
nulo, ni inirair6 jamas con la menor indifereacia 
quanto tenga relation a V. yo le dije en Valpa^ 
nuto que su auerte aeria igual a la mia, y ereo 
haber dado pruebato de que mis senftimeatos no 
han varkdo, in pueden variar, por lo mismo 
que caxia dia es mayor la trascendencia de mis 
aoeione8. No, mi lord, yo no veo t^on mdifer- 
ancia.los aadntos, de V. y sentiria no poder es- 
perar^que acabe de coavencerse de e&to mismo. 
Si a pesar de todo V. deifterade tonmr el qpRair- 
tido que ae intim6 en la c<mferencia que tntrK 
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BMKi sdiora diu^ esto. serii pata mi en conflicto m 
que no pt>dmt SHbstraerme. Mas yo espno 
qae ientrantib V. en inis Bentunietttos^ consu- 
mi«4 k obra * <|«e ha empeaado, y de la que 
depeade nuevtro comun deatino. Adios, ma 
lord 1 ae repite de V. con ei mas aincaro aprecia 
i^^enio amigo. (SigQad) Jose <de San Martin. " 
Omittmg ttie preambte of this^letter, tet na 
analyze the expresskma fram <^ Si a peaar : if it 
despite of tr&ry things, ydu are readyed to obr 
aerve the co&dvot which you intimated to bm^ 
ki the confei'eoce which we had a feiw daysa^ 
this would be to me a confiict irooi winch i 
could not extricalie myself. B«t I hope that, 
agreeing with mj aentimeats^ you wiU eansaaa- 
mate the woi4l that you have 4>egui^ mnd tm 
which depavda 'Our coaamon destiny." The coi^ 
ference here mentioned, alliKled to theddirery 
^ the Ghilem Teasels of war to tlie P^teotor of 
Pera, on the <^cnidition elf his paying to tbe elil- 
^ers and cinews their arrears, and rew«iding 
them aocordffng to hia solemn premise made at 
Valparaiso, before the expeditiiNi left that port; 
and the agreemeiilt of sentisientcafnmit signify 
any thing more, Ami tlmt Lord Oodiraiie shovM 
deliver up the squadron to San Martin, which 
would have been a most havounble'^xsoasaniBa- 
tionof Hie work*" io faia lordafaip, aada noft 
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melancholy one to Chile; but ^A^ was to hare 
been forgotten in the common destiny. 

On the fourth of August Don Jose de la Rira 
Aguero was nominated President of the Depart- 
ment of Lima, with the authority of the ex- 
Intendente. On the same day the high diamber 
of justice, aUa camarca dejusticia was established 
in Lima, with the powers and attributions of 
the ez-Audencia. On the same day San Martin 
issued a proclamation, not of the most flattering 
nature, to Spaniards resident in Lima and the 
independent provinces of Peru, but which served 
. as the precursor to his future conduct He here 
repeats, ** V have promised to respect your se- 
curity and property, I have fulfilled my promise, 
and none of you can doubt my word. Notwith- 
-standing this, I know that you murmur secretly, 
and some of you malignantly circulate the idea 
that my designs are to surprize your confidence. 
My name is of suffident celebrity not to stain 
it with the infraction of my promises, even 
though it be conceived that as an individual I 
might fail in their fulfilment Spaniards! you 
well know that the public opinion is such, that 
even among yourselves there are many who 
spy and observe your conduct; I am informed 
of every thing that passes, in the most retired 
parts of your houses ; tremble if you abuse my 
indulgence I** 
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Whether the system of espionage established 
by San Martin was in this state of activity, 
like a volcano ready to burst and to destroy with 
its ignited lava the peaceful habitation and the 
innocent inhabitant, who, confiding in its harm^ 
less appearance, ventured to dwell within its de- 
structive range, it may be impossible to deter- 
mine ; but it seems somewhat derogatory to 
^e character of a supreme chief, guarded by 
twelve thousand armed men, that he should 
thus threaten two or three hundred unarmed 
individuals, who, relying on his assurances 
had sworn to follow the fortunes of the country, 
and live subject to the newly-established 
system of government Besides, such a mani* 
featadon was calculated to do away with the 
apparent object of the proclamation of the 
seventeenth of July, already quoted, and to 
hn the flame of civil discord and dissention — ^the 
greatest enemies to public tranquillity. 

The twelfth of August produced the publi- 
cation of the act in Lima, which in all free parts 
of the ex-Spanish colonies so highly distin- 
guishes, and justifies in such a particular manner 
the revolution in those countries. The voice of 
reason apd of nature announced, that all children 
bom of slaves on or after the twenty-eighth of 
August, 1821, were to be free, and that they 
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were to be iaheritorsof the Mme lights and pn-^ 
vUege& as the rest oi the citixen^ of Peru* 

Oa the eighteenth the news arrived^ that thd 
divisions of the Spanish army undet Cantarad 
and CaratafUL had formed their heeid quarters at 
Jauja, thirty leagues froio lima; and that Lai 
Senia was at the towa of Carania on the twenty^ 
ninth of July^ advancing with the troops ioi 
wards the same point. StiU the lihemting army 
remained quiet in their harradcs at Lima, ot 
were employed in the aiege of Caliaa i 

One of the first aqts of the arbitrary dispoK 
sition of the Protector of Pern waA the ezpul-i 
sion of the ari^hbishc^. The following ia a copy 
of th^ oorreapondeAce : 

'^ Ministry of War» Lima, twenty^second 
August, 1 821 .--Most Excellent Sir><— Nothiag 
is more conformable with the religiouis ideaa of 
his excellency die Protector of Peru thaii to 
promote in every possible manner which pm^ 
dence dictates those pious establishments which 
serve as a prop to public moraku But it is at 
the same time his duty to airaid those evil* 
which^ under a zeal for religion, njight camae ^ 
spirit of opposition to the general rote of Ame*- 
rica. In this dilemma are those houses of 8pi-< 
ritual exercises in this city ; where (his excel- 
lency has been informed) abuses of the aioai 
serious tendency to the cause of the coun* 
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try ^re committed by the veneraMe influence of 
the priesthood. 

'' In attention to this, his excellency the Pro* 
tector commands me to inform your most illus- 
trious excellency, that the spiritual exercises be 
suspended for die present in those houses, un* 
tit they be placed under the dinection of patriotio 
clergymen, who may merit the confidence of the 
government, who consult the spiritual welfare 
of the faithful, and the support of the new in« 
stitutions to which his excellency is called to 
PerAi. I have the honour, dec. (Signed) Ber« 
nardo Monteagudo." 

(Answer by the archbishop.) 

** Ev^ since the establishment of the houses 
^f spiritusJ exercises tbey have been protected 
and siftpported by the popes and other prelates 
of the cfaurch, fully aware of their utility to the 
^hfUL Those founded in this city are deserv- 
ing pf credit for the copious harvest they have 
prodttcedf in attention to which, widiout scru*^ 
p}es of conscience, and a risk of public disgust, 
it* is iQ^[M>8sihle for me to order them to be clos. 
94^ If in them any ei^ess be compiitted, or 
any oonfesaor should pretend to disturb the 
fietce or puUic order, the moment that suoh ift 
]q)OWn the necessary measures shall be adopted 
(qf b^ put^ishment, which is my reply to your 

VOL. III. 3 A 
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iM>te of the. twenty*second.— God preserve, &C-. 
Lima, August 26tb, 1821. (Signed) Bartdom^y 
Archbishop of Lima." 

(Second note from the government) 
''Most Excellent and most Illustrious Sir^ 
*-^n the twenty-second instant his excellency 
the Protector of Peru ordered, that you should 
be informed of the necessity that existed of 
closing for the present the houses of spiritual 
exercises. In that note, after expressing those 
religious sentiments which filled bis bosom, and 
which he never can belie, you are informedi 
that it was not his intention to close them for 
any considerable length of time, to the detri- 
ment of the fiEuthful, who derived from them 
spiritual consolation, but that it was only for 
the present, because this was necessary, to pub* 
lie tranquillity. Thus his excellency observes 
with regret that your most illustrious excellency 
resists the fulfilment of his order, and he com- 
mands me to inform you, that you are to lay 
aside all scruples of conscience in obeying this 
order of the government, and those scruples 
which may afterwards present themselves with 
respect to other orders, the fulfilment of which 
vfitl be equally necessary. It is convenient that 
your excellency should meditate on the evils 
that would follow, should the most perfect har* 
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mbny not exist between the civil and. ecclesi- 
astical authorities, aixd that yoii decide on that 
line of dmdtict which you intend to adopt, in tba 
intelUgence that the orders of his excdlency the 
Protector are irrerocable. By superior order I 
communicate this to your excellency for your 
guidance, and present my sentimeBts of res**- 
pect and veneration, &c., kc. Lima, August 
27th, 182L (Signed) J. Garcia del Rio." 
(The archbishop's replyO 
'^ I have read with the greatest attention your 
note of the twenty-seventh of August, in whieh 
you communicate to me, by order of theProtector 
of Peru, that his excellency has observed with re- 
gret my resistance to the' fulfilment of his order, 
to dose the houses of spiritual exercises: to 
resist, and to remonstrate submissively are not 
thesiEmie thing: the first is the effeet of arms 
and vidbnce ; the second that of veneration and 
KBpectf when the inconveniences which preseot 
diemselves are expressed : in this manner my 
note was written. I have, moreover, other 
reaisons for thus explaining myself— his excel- 
lendy in his religious goodnesahad promised me 
that itr ecclesiastical matters, and points of re« 
ligion,' he would agree with my opinion, to the 
end that nothing should be done in violation of 
the rules of the church. ' 
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*' I hope these reflectioos Wili save me from 
the irksome epithet of having resisted the or* 
ders of the govermnent^ and that consequently 
the contents of my answer will not be read with 
iregret. I cannot omit sayings that with the great*- 
est anguish, and a heart swimming inbittemess^ 
I have rdad that the government has several 
tirders to give ; and if to them I have scruples 
of conscience to oppose in their fulfilment^ I 
decide on that line of conduct which I intend to 
Ibikiw^ in the intelligence that the decrees which 
will be issued are to be immutable* This ad-* 
Vice carries #idi it a very elevated spirit^ if we 
sttppbee llhat the orders to be given should re* 
laM to religious or ecclesiastical matters ; for in 
eiVil alfisdrs, and those of the govemmeiiit, I 
have signilied my opinion by my prompt obedi* 
ence : and what may tiiose commends contain ? 
will liirey in any manner violate the existiag 
discipline of the church ? will they be 
pr^udici*! to mordity ? or will they oppose 
the ma&ims df the gospel of Jesus Ohrist t 
Becauike, for these cases^ God has oonstkuted 
biA(>ps as the pastors and guards of that 
flock which Jesus Christ purchased at the 
price of his blood, who are to shout, to whistle, 
and restnun the ill conduct : he tells us, that 
we are not to be cowards in the presence of the 
^^atest potentates of the earth, and that, if 
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necesBary^ we Bhould sbed our blood and lay 
down Our lives in so just a cause ; anadiema<» 
tising us on the contrary is dumb ^oq^ that did 
not bark when the spiritual health of his Aoek 
was in danger. 

** Behold^ then> that one of the priBc^)al 
obligationB of a biihop is to defend with rigoor 
the deposit of doctrine and faith which has beeo 
confided to hun ; and if ike threatened danger 
be fretai any great potentate^ to remonstrate^ 
with resfMct and submission, to the end that he 
be not their aceomt^tioes and participators m the 
crtee, by a cowardly condeaceosioa. This waa 
practised by Saint John Cfarysostom, with the 
empeMra of the east; by Saint Ambrose, with 
those cftht west ; ted by Saint Augustine with 
fefaeproNconsiiisttf Afttoa; those wrae the grot 
lords on esrth; but notwithstadding ; dioee 
hbhnps mmoaatrated when they ooaunanded 
aiy thmg that migfat injwe religion or the 
dnireh ; and is it possible that the supreme gor 
vemoent of thn <^ity shall inform the archt- 
bnkop that he is blindly to obey, and execute 
Abb decrees that may be givem in treligkMisand 
ecdeaiastioall matters, emen dioughthey distnib 
his oonacience, nad appear to him to be opposed 
to orlhodoz doctrkies> beoause sach decrees 
are to be irresistible? Oh! '' irresistiUe det 
crees" — this expression appears to me to be very 
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Strong, and little used by jurists and theologians ; 
they opine that all human authority » howevjer 
gneat it may be, and however vast and pror 
found its acquired knowledge, can never arrive 
at a degree of infallibility in its decisions ; it may 
always be deceived or deceive : consequently its 
resolutions ought never to be invariable — this 
privilege the Supreme fieing. alone. possesses. 
Fenelon and other politicians assert, that it is 
more glorious, and a proof of a more elevated 
soul in that monarch or government who, . con<- 
vinced of having committed an error against 
religion, reason or justice in their decrees, shall 
revoke them, thai\ it is. never to err ; indeed to 
insist . on the execution of an order, 3merely be- 
cause it has been given in despite of the.inconr 
veniences and obstacles that have been shown 
to exist ; it being opposed to morality, evange- 
lical doctrine, and the dispositions of the churchy 
is a most oppressive yoke. With respect to 
myself, I can assure you, that I have. often re- 
monstrated and even exclaimed .against .tibe 
decrees of my superiors; who,. being satisfied 
with the justness of my arguments, have ordered 
them to be revoked, or varied. When a prelate 
of the church speaks on. spiritual or ecclesiasti- 
cal points, he is worthy of being listened to, 
and his reasonings examined, because Godhimt 
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aelf^ byhis evaxigelist St Matthew, says, tliat 
those who hear him hear the divinity, and that 
those who "* despise him despise the Supreme 
Being. 

*' Notwithstanding this doctrine, you say 
in your note that I am to obey the decrees of 
the 'government, without replying or remon- 
strating, because they are irrevocable ; or that 
I choose the linie of conduct I intend to adopt ; 
this I did on the twenty-fourth of July last, wfauen 
I put into the hands of his excellency my writ^ 
ten resignation of the archiepiscopal dignity, 
begging his acceptance of it, for the reasons 
therein alleged ; I also begged that he would 
grant ine a passport to Eulrope by Panama, as 
my advanced age of eighty years, and consequent 
debility, would not enable me to bear the hard- 
ships of a passage by Cape Horn ; his exceU 
lency acceded to my solicitude, and even pro- 
mised to procure me a vessel for my passage. 

" If 1 then made a tender of my dignity, 
founded on the motives there alleged, I now 
repeat it, adding to those causes that of not 
being able to exist in a country where the pre- 
late of the church is forced to keep sileiice, and 
stifle the strongest sentiments of his conscience, 
and obliged to act in opposition to them — I was 
bom'to become a citizen of a celestial country ; 
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ttm is my only aim^ and every thing thai; (^pQse» 
i^ is, to me, disgusting. I hope that as aooii 
as possible my resignation will be accepted* 
that I may be relieved from a charge which has 
become insiipportable«**^0|ir Lord preserve your 
life for many years. 

'' BartolomA Maria de las Heras." 
^Lima, Sept 1st, 1821." 

The answer to this note set forth, that the 
urgency of public business did not allow time 
to answer with ^victorious arguments" the 
archbishop's reasonings; but that the whplA 
nonreqK>Bden€e should be laid before the publifs 
§ur their opinion. This, however, never tp<4( 
place, but the Protector accepted the resigna^ 
tkm of the archbisiiop, oj:d£rittghis ezceUency. 
t^ leave limo wkMn the term ef forty*eight 
hiMce, and to wait at Chancay, £Mrteen leagues 
ftem Iima» the deteraunatioA of the govern^ 
ment 

On the thirteendi of NoFemfasr the arch- 
faishop embarked at Chancay for Rio de Janeim; 
Ibe Protsctor, as in many other cases, fergetlipg 
to fidfil ins promise of pceparing a vesilel to 
conduct him to Panama. 

. Befeee leaving Gfaandqr* the ardibishcf^ 
addressed ike following leilter to Loni Codhrane c 

^' My Dear Lordy-^The time is arriwd for 
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my i^eturn to Spain^ the Protestor hainng 
granted to me the necessary passport. The po- 
lite attention which I owe to your excellency; 
and the peculiar qualifications which adorn and 
distinguish you, oblige me by this measure to 
manifest to you my most sincere esteem and 
regard. 

** In Spain, if God grants that I may arrive 
in safety, or in any other part where I may 
exist, I request that you will deign to com^ 
mand me. On leaving this country, I am con- 
vinced that its independence is for ever sealed. 
This I will represent to the Spanish government 
and to the papal see, and I will also do every 
thing to abate their obstinacy, and to preserve 
the tranquillity, and to further the views of the 
inhabitants of America, who are dear to me. 

'' Deign, my lord^ to receive these senti« 
ments as emanating from the wicerity of my 
heart ; and command your obliged servant and 
chaplain, Bartolom6 Maria de las Heras. No* 
vember, 2nd, 1821." 

On the ninth of November the bishop of 
Guamanga, a native of Piura, then residing 
at Lima, was ordered to leave Peru within 
eight days, without any reason being .assigned 
for his exile, by the autocrat of Peru. 
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AUhomgli the Cliilean squadron wu at thi* 
moment of (iie most vital importance to the ope- 
rations of San Martin against the batteries of 
CaUao, yet the crews remained unpaid^ and the 
supply of provisions was «o soanty, that» added 
to the general want of clothing; they were in a 
state fast approaching to open mutiny, which 
was repeatedly made known to the gdvemment 
at lima, but the knowledge of the circumstances 
produced no relief; it appeared as if San Mar^ 
tin, having failed in gaining possession of it 
throng the commander in chief, was deter^ 
mined to starve it into submission, or to drive 
it toliome more desperate act, This his lord- 
ship reported to the government, as also, that 
he could not be answerable for the conduct of 
those serving under him, unless the government 
fulfilled their part, of the contract 

On 4he seventeenth of August a decree ap 
peared in the ministerial gazette, ordering, that 
<me-fifthofthe duties collected at the custom*? 
house should be applied to defray the. arrears 
«id to the pay of the army and navy* Instead 
of quieting the crews, this news drove them 
almost to desperation, for although they were not 
aware that the money assigned them was abso* 
lately incompetent to supply the defieit, jtA 
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Ae idea, that even when the time had arrived 
for the fulfihnent of the promise made to thdm 
before leaving Valparaiso, a new promise was 
made to them, the fulfilment of which must 
depend on the receipts of the custom-house; 
was incomprehensible to men whose only arg;u*» 
ment is, you owe me money, and you must pay 
it me. The same decree also stated, that thtf 
officers belonging to the Chilean squadron were 
^ually officers of Peru, and were to be oonsi^ 
dered as such : yet this step was taken without 
isver consulting the will of the said officers; and 
certainly had they accepted the honourable 
distinction, it must have been at the expense of 
t^ir oath of fidelity to Chile ; but the object 
was to induce them to consider themselves sub^ 
ject to the order of the Protector of Peru, for 
the purpose of forming a plan yet in embryo. ^ 
The Spanish army at Jauja, in the beginning 
<jf September, spread some alarm in Lima, fW>m 
advices received of their movements. It ap^ 
pewed that diey were determined to attack ibt 
capital, md on the fifth the Ibllowing proclama^ 
tion was issued at head quarters, by the Protect 
tor of the liberty of Peru : ^ Inhabitants of Lima ! 
It appears that liie justice of heaven, tired of 
tolerating for so long a time the oppressors of 
Peru, now guides them to their destructiooi 
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Three hundred of those troops who have deso* 
lated so many (owns^ burnt so many temples 
and destroyed so many thousands of innocent 
victims, are at San Mateo, and two hundred 
more at San Damian. If they advance on this 
capita], it will be with the design of immolat- 
ing you to their vengeance ; and to force you to 
purchase at a high price your decision, aqd en- 
thusiasm for independency : vain hope 1 The 
valiant who have liberated the illustrious Lima, 
those who protect her in the most difficult mo* 
ment^, know how to preserve her against the 
fury of th^ Spanish army. Yes, inhabitants of 
this capital, my troops will not abandon you; 
they and myself are going to triumph over that 
army which, thirsty of our blood and property, 
is advancing, or we will perish with honour, 
for we will never witness your disgrace. In 
return for this noble devotion, and that it may 
receive the favourable success of which it is 
worthy, all we require of you is, union, tran- 
quillity and efficacious co-operation ; this alone 
is necessary to ensure the felicity and splendour 
of Peru. — San Martin." 

The night before this . proclamation was 
published, the Protector rose from his seat at 
the theatre, after the performance was con- 
cluded, and in words similar to those ^contained 
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in the proclasiation, spc^e to the people; the 
gres^test enthusiaBm was displayed^ and the na* 
tional hymn was sung three times by aU pre- 
sent, when the Protector retired, and was fol-* 
lowed to his palace by the music and an im*- 
mense concourse of people. 

On the seventh the army under San Martin 
took the field at Mansanilla, to the eastward of 
Lima; the Protector occupying the farm house 
of the same name, about a league from the 
city. All the SpjEuiiards residing in Lima 
were immediately collected in the convent of 
La Merced, to prevent any insult from being 
offered to them ; but a false alarm being given 
to the inhabitants, that the Spanish troops were 
about to enter the city, they immediately sur- 
rounded the convent, where they were with 
difficulty prevented from entering and putting 
the Spaniards to death. . After order had been 
restored, the prisoners were sent down to 
Ancon, and placed on board two of the trans- 
ports lying there at anchor. The state of Lima 
on the seventh was the most evident proof of 
the deteirmination of the inhabitants to defend 
their city ; men, women, and children of every 
age, colour, and condition, paraded the streets 
with such arms as they could procure ; these 
however were Very useless ones^ for San Martia 
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had collected the anns bel<mgiiig to private 
individuals a few days after his arrival hi 
Lima* Many persons had carried to the tops of 
their houses quantities of stones, while others 
prepared pans and wood, for the purpose of 
heating water, and all were determined to give a 
warm reception to the enemy, should they enter 
the streets of Lima. 

On the evening of the ninth. Lord Cochrane 
received on board the O'Higgins an official 
communication, informing him that the enemy 
was under the walls of Lima, and repeating th6 
request, that his lordship would send to the 
army every kind of portable arms then on board 
the squadron, as well as the marines, and all 
volunteers ; because the Protector was *^ deter-^ 
mined to bring the enemy to an action, and 
either conquer or remain buried in the ruins 
mt what was Lima/' This heroic note, however^ 
was accompanied by a private one from M on* 
teagudo, containing a request, that the boats of 
tiie vessels of war might be kept in readiness, 
and a look out on the beach of Boca Negra, for 
the service of those who might escape, in ease of 
a defeat 

On tiie morning of the tenth Lord Cochrane, 
believing that at such a moment the mind of 
ttan Martin would be too mijch employed witfc 
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public afiairs to think of private resentmeiit,. 
aad that he might partake in the g^ries of the 
day on shore, landed at Boca N^;ra; but oot 
wishing to pass through the capital, he chose the: 
road leading to La Magdalena, for the purpom: 
of crossing the fields to head quarters at Afau* 
aanilla. Passing near some inounds of earthy 
called las huacas, three officers on horseback 
were observed standing on one of them, and his 
lordship, supposing them to belong to the Ame- 
rican army, would bow gone and asked tihem 
the news ; but as there was -no opening in the 
tapial, or wall-fence, we rode iorwud and took 
a path leading across the £elds, about three 
hundred yards from the monrnds. His JordsUq[i 
would not then return, bat said to Capt Crosbie^ 
let us haste to head quarters; when, on jookiuf 
to the right, WB saw the Spanish infaniry defit^ 
ing into ihe lancr about Are hundred yards jfrosi 
iM ; liord Cocbnme immediately pressed fop* 
wand toiSan Martin's .camp, where being imme^ 
diately recognized by several officers, amurmw 
of congmtulation was heard, and even £h|jae 
and Spry exdaimed, ^ we shall have some fightt 
ing now die Admiral is come*'' Oenenl las 
Heras, acting as general in chief, salntmc; 
tiia Adaoaral, begged of him to 'endeavDur l» 
persuade ihe Protector to faring the eneny t0 
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an actioii. His lordship then rode up to the: 
house, and alighting, was received by San Mar- 
tin. Lord Cochrane immediately took the Pro- 
tector by the hand, and in the most earnest 
manner entreated him to attack the enemy with- 
out losing a single moment ; his entreaties, how- 
ever, were in vain, the only answer he received 
was, '' my measures are taken, mis medidas 
ea&n tornados.'' Notwithstanding this apathy, his 
lordship remonstrated, stating the situation in 
which he had not five minutes before observed 
the enemy's infantry, and begged of the Pro- 
tector to ascend an eminence at the back of the 
house, and convince himself how easily the vic- 
tory might be obtained ; but he only received 
the same cold reply^ *' mis medidas estdn toma- 
das/" At this instant the clamour of the offi- 
cers in the patio of the house roused San Martin; 
he called for his horse and mounted. In a 
moment all was bustle,^ and the anticipated 
glow of victory shone in every countenance; 
the order '^ to arms'^ was given, and instantly 
obeyed by the whole army, which amounted 
to about twelve thousand men, including the 
Guerilla parties, all anxious to begin the fight; 
and all determined either to conquer or to die» 
The Protector beckoned to the Admiral and 
General las Heras, who immediately left the 
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group 6f officers witb whom they were con* 
wermg. and rode xip to t|ie Protector, hoping 
tiAt he WM either about to consult them rei* 
speeting the attach, or to inform them bow it 
was to be eooducted-^-but. at this moment, e 
peasant enteced the patio, attd walked towards 
^e» Maitin, who with most unparalleled com- 
poeitre lent en attentive ear to his importSBt 
GMUQuoications. He told the Protector c^the 
libertiw4)f Peru, that on the preoediiig day he 
had seen the enemy, that they were a great 
mmj, but that he did not know their exact 
w»ber, not being able to count tfaem« These 
and other sudh importaiH: advices were re- 
ceived; Us exceUency also questioned him 
•6 to his situotioii in life, and the particular em* 
ployment he Allowed ; whether or not he was 
m9n!ied, bow *iany chUdr/ej» he had, and other 
things equally interesting to a generaJ, when the 
enemy was in sight As an irrefragable proof 
of the .patriotism of this Pc^ruvian peasant, he 
took from his pocket a piece of dry bread, and 
Assured his eKCeUency that he had travelled 
ftom Us home to MansaniUa, to report what 
be knew <^ .the esiemy without having tasted 
it; tins was an opponuiuty not to be lost, in 
which the greatnessr of the hero of South Ame-' 
rican independence might display that coolness 
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in the face of an enemy so peculiarly characte- 
ristic of great men ; he praised the patriotic 
virtues of the peasant^ and promised him bis 
protection. The Admiral being disgusted wi& 
this mummery, and highly exasperated at so 
unnecessary a waste of time, half unsheathed 
his sword; he bade the peasant be gone; 
adding, " the general's time is too important 
to be thus employed in listening to your fool^ 
eries/' At this indecorous interruption, San 
Martin frowned (as when he chooses hecoii 
frown) on the Admiral, and riding up to the 
door of the house he alighted, went in and gave 
audience to some old women who had come to 
solicit the discharge of their sons or nephews, 
to all whom his excellency listened with his 
accustomed dignity and condescension. 

Lord Cochrane and a great number of the 
officers again ascended the hill at the back of 
the house, and his lordship afterwards requesting 
a private conference with San Martin, (which 
was the last time he ever spoke with him) he 
assured him that it was not too late to attack the 
enemy ; he begged and entreated that the op- 
portunity might not be lost, and offered himself 
to lead the cavalry ; but to all this he only 
received the cold reply, '^ I alone am responsible 
for the liberties of Peru, yo solo say responsabk 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



SOUTH AMSRICA. 37» 

dd la Ubertad del PeruT when the Protector 
retired to an inner apartment of the house> to 
enjoy his customary ciestay afternoon nap, which 
was however disturbed by General las Heras, 
who came to receive orders, and inform his 
excellency that the army was still under arms. 
San Martin observing that it was four o'clock, 
the supper hour for his soldiers, ordered that 
they should receive their rations. 

When San Martin assured Lord Cochrane 
that " he alone was responsible for the liberty 
of Peru," his lordship, convinced that any 
future attempt would be attended with the same 
success, mounted his horse; but Captain Cros- 
bie^ still hoping that something would take place, 
requested permission to remain at head quarters, 
which being granted, we rode down to Boca 
Negra, and embarked. 

The British ship of war the Superb was at 
this time in the bay of Callao, and several of 
the officers, expecting to see the decisive blow 
struck in Peru, repaired to San Martin's head 
quarters, and were astounded at the coolness 
of a general, who, commanding twelve thousand 
men, should first abandon a favourable position 
m which he might have intercepted the march 
of the Spaniards, and then see. an enemy com- 
posed of three thousand two hundred men 
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pM0 without any bindeTaiide, tiay^ without a 
iii^le Ahot beii^ fired, or without one attempt 
l^ing mado to bring them to action. 

After Ctuitarac had led his troopa into the 
batterie9 of Callao, in a manner that would 
have done honour to a Napoleon» the rejoicing 
was announced by the firing of guns» and other 
demonstrations, which would have harassed 
the soul of any leader, excepting that of the 
prudent San Martin. The American army 
marched to their old camp at the Legua, be^ 
tween Lima and Callao- 

On the morning of the eleventh, Don Fernando 
Maso, who had been permitted by Lord Coch« 
rane to land at Cailao from the English brig 
Colonel Allen, came on board the O^Higgins, 
and asked his lordship, '* if on the preceding 
day he had observed some officers on the 
huacaa?" 'VYes," returned his lordship. "They 
were,*' said Maso, *' General Gantarac and his 
two edecans/' Thus it was evident, that had 
the admiral rode up to them, as he at first 
intended, he would in all probability have been 
taken prisoner, for neither himself nor any 
<me with him had any othtr arms than liieir 
swords* On the evening of the eleventh Lord 
Cochrane received an official communicatida 
from San Martin, stating, '^ I have taken 
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such mearare^, that not one of the enemy can: 
escape; by shutting themselves up in thebat-* 
teries of Callao, they have delivered themselves 
up to me, and not one of them shall escape." 
But, to the surprise of all unacquainted with 
the consummate prudence of the Protector^ 
Cantarac left the batteries on the seventeenth 
early in the morning, and having crossed the 
Rimac, marched without any molestation into 
the interior ; nothing was done or attempted, 
except that eight hundred men were ordered to 
follow him and harass his rear, and protect 
such soldiers as might desert. 

Thus General CantaraCr with three thousand 
two hundred men, passed to the southward of 
Lima, in sight of the protecting army of Peru, 
composed of twelve thousand, entered the bat** 
teries of Callao, where he refreshed and rested 
his troops for six days, and then retired, taking 
with him arms and treasure, and retreating with 
his booty on the north side of Lima, leaving the 
victorious San Martin to publish the following 
proclamation, which iqppeared in the ministerial 
gazette on the nineteenth : 

*'It is now fifteen days since the liberating 
army left the capital, resolved not to permit 
that even the shadow of the Spanish flag should 
mgain darken the illustrious city ot lama. Hie 
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enemy haughtily descended, the mountains^, fil*. 
led with the calculations they had form^ ia 
their ignorant meditations; theyfancied, that 
to come and to view our camp was. enough to 
conquer us ; but they found valour armed with 
prudence ; they acknowledged their inferiority ; 
they trembled at the idea of the hour of battle^ 
and profited by the hour of darkness ; [from 
eleven to three o'clock in the day!] and they 
sought an asylum in Callao. My army began 
its march, and at the end of eight days of un* 
certainty, the enemy has had to fly precipi- 
tately, convinced of their impotency to try the 
fortune of war, or to remain in the position 
which they held. 

" The desertion which they experience en- 
sures us, that, before they reach the mountains, 
there will only exist a handful of men, terrified 
and confounded with the remembrance of the 
colossal power which they had a year ago, and 
which has now disappeared like the fury of the 
waves of the sea at the dawn of a serene 
morning. The liberating army pursues the fu- 
gitives ; they shall be dissolved or beaten. At 
all events the capital of Peru shall never be 
prpfiemed vtrith the footsteps of the enemies of 
America : this truth is peremptory : the Spanish 
empire is at end for ever : Peruvians,, your desr 
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1^7 is iitevbcable'; cbnsblidate it by the con- 
stant exercise of those vittues which you have 
shewn in the epoch of coi^cts. You are inde- 
pendent, and nothing can prevent your being 
happy, if you will it so to be. San Martin/' 

It would be an act of injustice not to mention 
here, that General las Herais, bounded to the 
very soul at the conduct of San Martin, which 
cannot possibly bear any other epithet than that 
of cowardice, left the service of Peru, or rather 
of the Protector of Peru, and requested his 
passportto Chile, which was granted. His 
example was followed by several officers of the 
army> who, disgusted with what had taken 
place, preferred obscurity, and even poverty^ 
to that odious title which every true sdidier and 
patriot detests. 

Had the force under Greneral Gantarac been 
attacked, it must have been beaten : the infe- 
riority of it in every point, except discipline, 
ensured success to the patriot arms : these 
were treble the number of the enemy, fresh> 
vigorous, and enthusiastic; enjoying the op*i 
portunity of choosing the most advantageous 
positions, and in sight of the capital of the coun* 
try, whose liberty they had sworn to defend ; 
while the Spanish division was harassed with a 
long march, veithout any personal incitement. 
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and notfaiag before diem t>ut the pro#pect of a 
few days' rest^ aod a retani to die interior j 
IB whicb tJ^ey IjioeWj tbat l^mA^ the growd 
they trod oo« bo <M»e ia that part of the 
globe acknowledged their domiuaticm^ or obeyed 
their ooxaaiaDdfi. If it be asked, who is 
blameaible for this derebetioa of duty to the 
cause of AiaericaB liberty ? I viust ai^swer, Sail 
Martini The Spaniards themselves eoBfeas:^ 
that had the divisioB under Caatai^u been de* 
stjpoyed on the tenth of September^ they should 
hdTe lo6t all hopea ^f re-oonqueriqg the qountryi 
and «^o«dd have iaunediately negoGiated in the 
maat heiKNiBable teians posaible for themselves 
and abandoned .^^riea. ConseqiieBtly, the 
lorj eats of blood w^b he^ye been abed in Pern 
since the tenth of September, 182.1 ; i^ miseries 
and privations of thousands in thatp(»riti(ya of the 
new worid; the disaffsctian of (^ natives to the 
just cauaeof their coudatiy, and their services to 
their Spanish leaders; the necessity of an muf 
from Colombia to save Bern from an i^nominioui 
anbjeotioB to lier ancient oppiessocs ; all owe 
their origin to the success of the Spanish dm* 
mim on this day, wy^eh, although fhey ^oitaiMd 
no decisive vietotry, aocomplished the object 
which brought them from the interior. 

FiMriag a reverse at Xdmat on the japproacfa 
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«r the Spanish troops under General Cantarae; 
the treasures beioftgiug to the government, as 
wdll as the property of many individuals, had 
been sent down to Ancon and embarked, not on 
board the Chilean frigate Laiitaro, then at an- 
chor in that port, but in several merchant vecK 
sels, to prevent them &Uiag into the hands of 
the enemy. On the fifteenth of Septeqiber Lord 
Cochrane received a letter from Captain Delano, 
who commanded the Lautaro, informing him 
tiiat the state of insubordination in the remains 
of the erew of the Lautaro had risen to a very 
high pitch ; for they observed the dfdly em- 
barkation of money in the different merchant 
vessels, and this indicated, as they supposed, 
the jeopardy in which San Martin was placed 
with the army ; that they saw no probability 
their arrears would ever be paid ; that should 
the enemy be successful they would be con- 
strained to continue in the service, under ;a pro- 
longation of the sufferings they had already expe^ 
rienced ; and that on this account he dreaded 
a mutiny, and consequent plunder of the vessels 
in the bay. 

On hearing this Lord Cochrane went down 
to Ancon in the 0*Higgins, and personally, be- 
fore witnesses, sent on board the flag ship all 
the treasures found on board the different ve^^* 
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sels, belonging apparently to the state of Peru, 
leaving all such as had been embarked by indi- 
vidualSy having the customary docnments, and • 
for which his lordship, took the necessary cer- 
tificates to prove that such sums had remained 
untouched. His lordship at the same time in- 
formed such persons as claimed any property, 
and many others at Ancon, that his only object 
was to possess himself of such money or trea* 
sures as belonged to the government of Peru ; 
and that whatever belonged to private indivi- 
duals should be restored, on application being 
made by the owners; as was the case with Dr. 
Unanue/ Don Juan Aguero, Don Manuel Silva, 
Don 'Manuel Prime, and several others. After 
having given up all the claimed money, two 
hundred and eighty-five thousand dollars re- 
mained on board the flag. ship. They were im- 
joaediately applied to the payment of one year s 
arrears to every individual excepting the Ad- 
miral, who declined receiving any part of what 
was due to him; the surplus was reserved for 
the repairs of the squadron, and its equipment; 
and the most rigid account was kept of the 
several disbursements, and given in to the 
Chilean government. 

After the return of his lordship to Callao» a 
long correspondence took place with San Martin 
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respecting th^ property taken at Ancon. The 
(General requested, and entreated in the most 
urgent terms the restoration of the treasure, 
promised the' faithful fulfilment of all his former 
engagements, and that the return of this money 
was merely insisted on . to sare the credit of 
the government. . The Admiral answered, that 
the means for the fulfilment of his engage- 
ments were now. ready, and that by sending a 
commissioned officer on board to be a witness 
to the proper distribution ; that this being public 
would certainly save the credit of the govern- 
ment with those individuals to whom it was most 
indebted, and: that the landing of the money 
would only be an increase of labour, because 
the persons to whom it was due were not on 
shore. 

San Martin then asserted, that the money 
taken at Ancon was all that the government was 
in .possession of, for the most indispensable 
dbily expenses ; but to this his lordship replied, 
that had he known that the treasure placed on 
board the schooner Sacramento, for the admis- 
sion of .which, in silver, the captain asserted 
that he had to throw overboard part of his bal- 
last, besides seven surrones (bags made of hide) 
of doubloons, and a quantity pf brute gold, was 
not the property of the government but of his 
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exK^Uencyj^ he fiho«ildx:ertainly baveBeized it^ 
and retianed tt until properly claimed* Sad 
Martin^ aftetr avail^ kimseif of every posabie 
argument vnth the Admirid, addressed a pro^ 
elamattim to the aeaneii aud marines, which by 
his lordsfaip'ik order was distaibHted on board 
the vessels ef war ; bat produdng no favour* 
able eflfeot, the Protector, knowing that Ae 
paymaitshad beguny wrote to the Admiral, say«^ 
ingthat ''h6 might employ the money as he 
thought most proper." 

After the departure of Cantarac from Catiao 
OB the seventeenth. Lord Cochrane was informed 
of the state of the batteties, and proposed 
to the Govemw General La Mar terms of capi- 
tulation; they were, that the fortifications of 
Callao should be surrendered to the Chilean 
flag; that one third of the private prq)erty in 
the batteries should be given up, for the pur- 
pose of paying the arreai« of the crews of the 
Chilean vessels of war; that the owners should 
be allowed to leave the batteries with the re- 
mainder, tod that at their own expense vessels 
should be procured to carry them either to Eu- 
rope or to any other place. 

When these terms were on the point of 
being acceded to, the Protector (who had also 
been n^fociating with the governor) was ia- 
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formj^d Df At terms Offered bf the Admiral ; 
tod tm the moraiog of the tiivientiedi CoixMei 
Guido iwas coamisakaied to vceede to such 
as General La Mar should pnopote, which 
iMeri oatanlly the hiost hcmourable and most 
profitable to the SpaMiasds. At teoi x>'<silook on 
thb mmrnng of the twe(ity«*first the Americaa 
troops entered the castks, and the Beruviaa 
ii^ was hoisted, (hi the same day the nafne 
of the Real Felipe was changed ittto that of 
Gastilla de la independenda ; that of San Mi- 
gnel, into Gastillo del Sol ; and that of San 
Rafael into Castillo de Santa Rosa. 

Although the triboaals of purification, estab- 
lished byGreneralCardtaU in Upper Peru, and 
in Chile by the President Marco, had be^n so 
oppressive, and had been so reprobated as bh- 
just and tyranirioai by the Americans, €fne was 
eBtablt8hed4n lima by San Martin on Hie twen- 
ty-seventh of Sept^nber, for the purpose of ex- 
amining the past conduct of the Spaniards, who 
relying on the promises repeatedly made by San 
Martin, had remained in Peru, and tricen the 
oath of independence. This proceeding was 
aggravated on the twenty-seventh by a procla- 
mation, stating that ^' no Spaniard should leave 
his house, under any pretence whatever, after 
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sunset (oraciones) under the penalty of confisca- 
tion of his property, and exile from the country:" 
some few exceptions however were added to 
this protectoral decree. 

The foreign. seamen v^ho were all paid at 
Callao, except the crew of the Valdivia, who 
deserted their ship at Ancon, preferring a reli- 
ance on the promises of San Martin to the cer- 
tainty of being paid out of the money, taken 
for this purpose, were allowed to go on shore, 
and after waiting for a few days his lordship 
sent Lieutenant Wynter to engage such as were 
willing to continue in the service of Chile, 
when, to the utter astonishment of every one, 
he was arrested by the order of San Martin, 
and sent to the casde, but owing to the ener- 
getic official communication of the Admiral he 
was Uberated on the following day. 

The same persevering spirit to destroy the 
Chilean squadron was still visible in the conduct 
of the Protector of Peru. Every officer who 
abandoned the vessels of war was received 
under the flag of Peru, and many wei;e pro- 
moted, amounting in the whole to sixteen, being 
four captains, three lieutenants, two Qiasters, 
three pursers, two officers of marines, and two 
surgeons; besides the captains of the Valdivia 
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and CralTaiino, with. five officers belonging to 
the former. The seamen who had been paid 
were allured to remain on ishore^ in hopes of 
the year's pay as a premium ; and when an 
officer from the very vessels of war whose co- 
operation had placed San Martin at the head 
of the Peruvian government went ashore for 
the purpose of recruiting foreign seamen for the 
future operations of the squadron, against the 
two Spanish frigates still in the Pacific, he was 
incarcerated. But the most infamous transaction 
that can possibly bfacken the character of a 
ruler took place on the night of the twenty- 
sixth. 

At midnight Lord Cochrane was informed 
that Colonel Paroissien and Captain Spry had 
been on board the brig of war, Galvarino, and 
shortly afterwards Captain Simpson of the 
Araucano came oh board the flag ship, and 
delivered to his lordship the paper which he 
had received from these two honourable gentle- 
men; stating, that the squadron of Chile was 
under the command of the General in chief, and' 
not under that of the Admiral, who was an 
inferior officer in the service; and that, conse- 
quently, it was the duty of the captains and 
commanders to obey the orders they might 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



leceire irom Sao Martin. AfUr karmg the 
Anvcano^ tlie two edceanes, military Mid MtYal, 
weat on bovd tke VaJdim^ where they found 
Captain Ctosbie of tiaie flag ^p» om a visit to 
Captaift Gebbett of the Valdtna. 

Afier delivering to Captain Cobbett a papet 
similar in import to tlie one left with Ci^ain 
Simpson, the two gentlemen hegam to eicpatiate 
en the munificence and I'tbersdity of their em* 
]^loyer ; the preference which an officer ought to 
give to the servke of a rich and extenrnve state 
to that of Chile, which must necessarily dwindle 
into its former insignificance, and become tri- 
butary to Peru for its support ; that the aatho^ 
rity of the Protector of Peru over the whole of 
the Chilean forces was unquestionable, and it 
consequently became the duty of every officer 
belonging to the expeditionary forces to obey 
the orders of their general in chief. On being 
asked, if, for disobedience of orders or mutinous 
con4uct, they should subject themselves to a 
court martial by the order of the Admiral, 
whether the authority of the Protector woidd 
ensure to them a favourable sentence or an 
Jionourable acquittal, they became silent. This 
was bringing the argument too close, and per^ 
haps the idea of a trial and a sentence were not 
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Tsry congenial to the feelings of the noctamil 
cemmissionersy at diat time '* in or belonging 
to'* the squadron of Chile* Perceiving that the 
result was not likely to answer their expecta- 
tions, 'and that Captain Crosbie had left them 
on board the Valdivia and gone to the flag-ship, 
they judged it more prudent to visit the Admi^^ 
ral, than to run any risk of being compiled to 
do it At one o'clock the boat came alongside, 
and Colonel Paroissien requested an interview 
with his lordship, which was granted; but 
Captain Spry justly thought himself more 
secure in the boat, and remained there. After 
some extraordinary conversation between Lord 
Cochrane and Paroissien, who regretted and 
lamented in the most pathetic manner, '' that 
the present unlucky difference between the two 
chiefs should deprive his lordship of the en* 
joyment of the command, of the P^uvian navy, 
(which did not exist) and the possession of pro-^ 
perty in Peru, which it was the intention of the 
Protector to present to him," his lordship put a 
stop to the harangue, and said, smiling, '^ I do 
not doubt your widies for my prosperity, Paro* 
issien, but at present I know you would rather 
join me in a bottle of wine than be obliged to 
continue in your regret and lamentation.'! 

VOL. III. 3 £ 
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After drinking a glass or two of wine. Colonel 
Paroissien embarked in his boat and pulled 
ashore, more happy no doubt when under the 
guns of the batteries of Callao than alongside 
the O'Higgins. 

8an Martin having failed in this last honour- 
able attempt to seduce the officers belonging to 
the state of Chile, and fearing that the publicity 
of the act might induce the people of Peru 
to be on the alert, ordered Lord Cochrane, in 
the most peremptory manner, to leave the bay 
of Callao, with the vessels under his command, 
being persuaded, that, for want of European 
seaman, it would be impossible to do so ; but on 
the sixth of October, eight days after his notift* 
cation, the whole of the vessels of war, with 
two prizes, weighed simultaneously, and stood 
out of the bay. 

Having come to an anchor at Ancon, his 
lordship ordered the Lautaro and Galvarino to 
proceed on the eighth to Valparaiso ; and the 
O'Higgins, Independencia,Valdivia, Auraucano, 
and prizes San Fernando and Mercedes weighed 
and sailed for Guayaquil, where the Admiral 
had determined to repair, and refit for a cruize 
on the coast of Mexico^ in search of the two 
Spanish fiigates. 
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On the fifteenth we reached the Pond in the 
river Guayaquil, and on the eighteenth came to 
an anchor close to the city, where the squadron 
was saluted with twenty-one guns, and the 
compliment was returned with an equal number. 
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CHAPTER XII. 



tiicTOlfttkB •nd State of G«t3rMiiifl.........8qniidrai lfltTM......Uuii of Cooot 

......B«y orFoiMoia...^.ViiilonfroB tha fllMin......LaB?e Foueca...-. 

Volano^....Aniftt at Aiapii]oo......G«Mral Waardl and CoIomI (VBaiOj 

•••Letter from ItaHbida Laava Acapaloo..^.^^DeacriptkMi of......Gal8 

of Wind off Tahuaalapao...— TWaaaa or Ateapaa .Naira of Ilia EMaqr 

......ArriTaattba Paiiiu.^......6aa5aqiia Lord Codinuia hoiate tha 

Chilaaii Fli^ in Uia Vangannv. ...Conduct of tlia Faofila at Gnajaqoa.^. 

Treaty with tlie GovannBent......Lattar from General La Mar.ft.—Le«va 

Gnajaqiiil) and ani?e at Hnaintadio.>.^^.CaMnOi 

GruATAauiL^ early in the morning of the 
ninth of October, 1820, effected her glorious 
revolution. The officers i>elonging to the Peru- 
vian garrison, and many of the principal inha* 
bitants, had, during the preceding night, formed 
the plan, and at daybreak the governor and 
several other Spaniards were embarked on 
board the schooner Alcance, and sent to the 
head qijiarters of the army under General San 
Martin. 

During the first month after the revolution 
Guayaquil experienced the oppression of its 
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^vem€ft Escobedo, who, being at the head 
of the military force, constituted himself the 
supreme political and military chief; but the 
cabildo circulated the necessary convocation 
for a meeting of the deputies of the differ- 
ent towns: they met, and Escobedowas de- 
posed, and sent to San Martin's headquar- 
ters. A Junta was now formed of three indi- 
viduals, by the general vote of the deputies ; 
at the head, as president, was placed Dr. 
Olmedo, the other two being Ximena and Ro- 
ca, who were governing the province on our 
arrival ; but the people were very much divided 
in their opinions. Some were in iavour of an 
incorporation with Peru, under San Martin ; 
others with Colombia, under Bolivar; while 
a third party were equally loud in favour of 
absolute independence, and seemed to support 
their opinions with the most solid arguments. 

A division of the Colombian army was 
stationed, at this time, at Babaoyo, com- 
manded by General Sucre, with the view of 
invading Quito as soon as the season should 
pennit; yet, excepting such troops as had been 
sjBnt from Gkwyaquil, and placed under the 
command of General Sucre, the armed force 
was under the direction of the government ; but 
the fear of being invaded by the Spaniards 
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und^r Aymerich, the president of Quito» was 
very visible^ and, aa a defence to the city, a 
large fosse bad been cut to the northward oi 
Cuidad Vicja. 

The arrival of the Chilean vessels of war 
gave the government of Guayaquil an opportu- 
nity of addressing themselves to the Quitenos, 
'* assuring them, that Peru was entirely free, 
and that the libierating naval force had arrived 
at Guayaquil for the protection of that part of 
the new world." This was a ruse de guerre not 
uncommon in the new world, and under similar 
c^cumatances pract]^ed even in the old. On 
our arrival Qenersd Sucre sent Colonel Ibarra 
1^ compliment Lord Cochrane, as the hero of the 
Pacific, the magnanimous supporter of Colom* 
bian liberty. 

Thci repairs of the vessels of war being ami- 
pleted so far as they could be, on the first of 
December we left Guayaquil, but to our great 
annoyance we found, that the leak in the 0*Hig- 
gms was as bad as ever ; indeed, such was 
^e state of this frigate, that ever since, our 
arrival at Pisco a hundred and fifty men had 
been constantly kept at the pumps. 

It may be asserted, that no expedition ever 
teflt port under such peculiarly disadvantageous 
circumstances as the present. The flag-ship ww 
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as rickety as an old baisket ; indeed it need 
only be tdd, that she was a Russian built fir 
vessel, nine years old, and was one of those pre^ 
sented by the Emperor to the King of Spain. 
Scarcely a bolt could be found that was not 
loose, her foremast and bowsprit were both 
rotten in the step, the dry rot had taken pes* 
session of the greater part of her timbers; 
andy it may be added, her crew was composed 
of every thing but sailors; for we had only 
thirteen men on board who could be said to 
merit the name, especially iCwe except the 
officers. Such was her state, that when his 
lordship was asked at Guayaquil, by a gen- 
tleman, if he would come into action with the 
Spanish frigate Prueba ? — '^ yes/' he answered, 
<' I will lay the O'Hig^ns alongside the Prueba, 
and tell our crew that on board the enemy there 
are no pumps ; this will be quite sufficient to 
secure the victory." The crews of the Indepen* 
dencia, Valdivia, and Araucano were composed 
of the same materials as that of the O'Higgins* 
They had just a sufficient number of seamen 
to steer them, natives of different parts of Ame- 
rica» marines and runaway negroes, with about 
half their complements of officers ; yet such was 
the persevering spirit of the Admiral, and such 
his determination to extinguish the last remains 
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of the Spanish naval force in the Pacific, that 
his only wish was to come to close quarters with 
them. 

Having left the Guayaquil river, we touched 
at a small port in the province of Guajraquil, 
called Salango, where we watered the ships, 
not having done this before because his lordship 
wished to drop down the river as light as pos- 
sible ; besides, at the Pun4 it is very difficult 
to procure a sufficient quantity of ^oocf water* 
On the eleventh, we reached the small island 
ofCocos, so called from the abundance of palms 
which grow there. Lord Cochrane landed, and 
a Felucca hove in sight ;^ a signal was im- 
mediately made to the Valdivia to chase, and 
having captured her, she proved to be a deserter 
from Callao. .The men on board informed his 
lordship, that after the departure of the Chilean 
vessels of war, San Martin not only objected to 
pay them their arrears, even those who left the 
Valdivia at Ancon without the year's pay 
given to the rest, and the reward or premium 
promised, but the foreign seamen at Callao, who 
had served in the Chilean fleet, were pressed 
into the service of Peru. 

The felucca had been thus manned and sent 
to the Chorillos, to prevent all kinds of smug* 
gling ; but she had taken up a cargo of contra* 
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band goods» partt)f which were still on board*. 
When the captain was on shore, the crew rose^ 
and took possession of the vessel, which they 
immediately named the Retaliation, nxkd went 
tor sea. Their pretence was, that they were iu 
search of the squadron ; this was ridiculous; 
but as they had committed no depredation* 
his lordship did not feel himself justifij^ 
in punishing them, but allowed them afte^ 
wards to escape from the vessels of wan 
On the fourteenth we made the coast of Mexi- 
co, the leak of the O'Higgms increasing daily,' 
and on the nineteenth we fortunately entered 
the bay of Fonseca or Amapalla, with five feet 
water in the hold, the pumps choaked and 
worn out, without a carpenter on board, without 
buckets to bale her, and without a cooper ; some 
beef caidcs were slung, and by using every 
exertion, the frigate was brought to an anchor 
under a small island in the bay. Two pumps 
were new taken out of the Valdivia, but they 
proved to be too short for the O'Higgins. Under 
these circumstances his lordship ordered two 
holes to be cut through her sides, on a level 
with the birth deck, and two old pumps were 
placed in them to carry off the water. She 
was thus kept from sinking; but on ex- 
amining the magazine a great part of the 
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powder had been damaged by, the water, and 
the remainder was taken on shore and exposed 
in the sup to dry. 

While at anchor here, a canoe came to the 
island, having two indians on board, and a 
young man of a respectable appearance, who 
informed me, that every thing was in the most 
perfect state of tranquillity in Mexico, and all 
under the regularly established ro3ral authori- 
ties. The fact was, the young man had been 
sent from San Migvel, to learn who and what 
we were ; but of this, by order of the Admiral, 
I kept him ignorant, and he began to fear, on 
hearing the Spanish language spoken, that ours 
was a Spanish force sent from Manilla. After 
conversing a considerable time, and having been 
repeatedly assured by him that all was under 
the kingly authority in Mexico, I asked him 
why he bore the tri-cbloured ribbon in his hat ; 
he blushed, hesitated, and then said, ''it is 
too late to depeive you, tiiie whole of Mexico 
is independent of Spain ; Mexico declared its 
independence on the thirteenth of June last, 
Guadalaxara on tl^e fourteenth. Tepee on the 
seventeenth, and San Bla^ on the nineteenth ; 
the provinces of Guadalajara, Tlascala, Guana- 
juato, Puebia, Zacatecas, Qajaca, Valladolid, 
Bajio, Pumandia, aind Vera Cruz, have also 
declared themselves independent of the capital 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



SOOTH AMSRlCA. 403 

All things being ready, we left the bay of 
Fonseca on the twenty*eighth of December, 
and on the following night and the five succes- 
give ones, we wete delighted with the sight of 
a volcano in its greatest state of activity. The 
streams of ignited lava rolled down the sides, 
and at intervals enormous masses of fiery mat- 
ter were thrown into the air, and falling on the 
sidea of the mountain rebounded and fell 
to the bottom. 

We calculated that bur distance from the 
mountain was about thirty miles; we were 
sometimes nearer to it. From its situation we 
conceived itio be San Miguel el Viejo, but of 
this were not quite certain. We sailed along 
the coast, which is generally very bold; in 
some parts the forests extend to a consider- 
able distance from the sea side, and near to the 
foast are a great abundance of coco-nut palms ; 
from some of them we procured nuts, but 
they were very small, perhaps from a want of 
salt at the roots of the trees. This supposition 
is founded on the fact, that I have seen at dif- 
ferent places, where the palms do not grow' 
Bear the sea, that the proprietors had occa- 
sionally put a quantity of salt to the roots, with- 
out i)?hich they produced no fruit' In other 
parts the coast was intersected with small ra- 
Tifiies, having graerally a stream of water 
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in each, and Bome few huto were scattered 
about on the sides. At one of these places^ 
called San Pedro, two Indians came on board 
in their canoe, and brought us some eggs and 
capsicum pods ; for which they were presented 
in return with biscuit and tobacco, and they 
seemed highly pleased with the exchange. They 
were both of them low in stature, but very mus* 
cular; their features and complexion much 
resembling those of the indians on the coast of 
Peru ; but they could neither of th6m speak a 
word of Spanish, nor could we understand any 
part of their dialect. 

On the twenty-seventh of January, 1822, we 
made the mouth of the port of Acapulco, where 
we found the brig Araucano, and schooner Mer-* 
cedes ; the former having been sent a-head to 
watch the entrance to the harbour, and the lat- 
ter to Realejo to obtain information respecting 
the Spanish frigates; Jbut unfortunately no in^ 
telligence had be^i received, except that they 
had sailed from Acapulco on the third of Decem- 
ber, with a secret destination. On the evening 
of the same day we entered and came to an 
anchor, and his lordship was honoured with a 
visit from a deputation sent by the governor in 
the name of his most serene highness Don Agus- 
tin de Iturbide, then President of Mexico ; and. 
of the bishop of Guamanga, who had been exileii 
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£xMii Peru by the Protector, San.Martib, and 
:who fortunately had been appointed by the go- 
YBmment of Mexico to the. see of Pueblade 
Io8 Angeles, haying exchanged a bishopric of 
twelve thousand dollars a year for cme of forty: 
The President Iturbide had. been apprized of 
the arcival . of Lord Cochrane on the Mexican 
coasts, by (xeneral Waevell and Colonel O'Reilly, 
two officers whom the.goyemment of Chile had 
promoted,: and to whom, they had given pass^ 
ports, judging that their, services: to -thQ state 
were not tantamount to their pay. 

When at Guayaquil we met with these two 
gentlemen. They had impressed the government 
with the hoax, that they were ambassadors from 
Chile to the newly-eftablished authorities in 
Mexico; but imfortunately the dates of their 
passports by the Chilean government were 
prior to the news of the establishment of the 
new authorities in Mexico. After this anachro* 
nism was discovered. Lord. Cochrane requested* 
the government to close, the port until the Chi- 
lean vessels of war should be ready to ssul, to 
which they agreed : this was done to prevent 
any intelligence being given to, the common 
enemy. The ambassadors remonstrated, and the 
government, not wishing to offend that of Chile,' 
was intimidated ; but, when Lord Cochrane re* 
quested that they would shew their credentials^* 
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the whole hoax became publict. Owing to our 
delay on the coast they had arrired fimt at Acaf- 
pulco, and, in revenge for the disclosure made 
at Guayaquil, they had reported both by letter 
and personally to the Mexican government^ 
that Lord Cochrane had possessed himself, in a 
mutinous manner, of the Chilean squadron^ 
plundered the vessels belonging to the govern-^ 
ment of Peru, committed innumerable piracies 
at sea, and was coming on the coast of Mexico 
to repeat such atrocities; however, at Ama* 
palla I met with her excellency Dona Gregoria 
Gainsa, the lady of the present Captain-general 
of Guatemala, who was at Guayaquil when the 
disclosure was madd, and when I informed her 
that I suspected they would arrive first, her 
husband had reported the whole of the transac- 
tion to the Mexican government. The infor- 
mation given by Waevell and OTleilly had, to 
our surprize, when we arrived at Acapulco, 
caused the fort to be strictly guarded, and after- 
wards a subsequent reinforcement entered the 
town. Thus notwithstanding the politeness of 
the governor a suspicious reserve was at first 
visible. This, however, in a short time wore 
ofi; and the most solemn assurances were given 
by the governor of the wish of his Serene High- 
ness Iturbide to cultivate the friendship of the 
governments on the southern continent of eman« 
cipated America. 
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Oa the third of February, after the squadron 
waa under weighs his lordship received the 
foUowing note from the president of Mexico ; 

''Most Excellent Sir,-^The governor of 
^oapulco has informed me, by note dated the 
twenty-eighth of January, of your happy ar- 
rival, and that of the squadron you honour by 
commanding, at that port, one of those be- 
loi^g to this empire, and adds* tiiat every 
rei^>ect has been paid to yourself and those 
who have the glory to serve under you> who 
bave been treated as friends, ready to assist ue 
in the sacred cause — the protection of our liber-, 
ty. Interested, as I am, in the proq[>erity of 
my country, I feel the greatest pleasure in the 
generous offer of your excellency, and the libe- 
ral determination, of our bretl^en of Chile. I^ 
have ordered the governor of Acapulco to offim 
to. your excellency, on the behalf of this go- 
vernment: audi my fellow citizens, our mosb 
gratefuLacknowledgments» 

" Two commissioners will leave this^ ciqpital, 
with orders: to communicate to your excellency 
matters of high importance to the state : 1 hope, 
you will receive them as fi^emen^the reprei>; 
sentatives of this great empire, and with that 
goodness which is so characteristic of your ex- 
cellency. 
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^* I shouI4 feel extremely gratified at baring 
the honour of presenting to you my respectB 
perBonally, that we mig^t discuss some points 
whieh would contribute to the glory of this em- 
pire, in addition to the many and interesting 
services you have rendered to Other free states;^ 
but a multiplicity of business deprives me of 
this honour, which my commissioners will en- 
joy, unless your excellency can allow me the 
]dea8ure of accepting our sentiments of grati- 
tude in this court, where you would be re- 
ceived in the honourable manner you deserve, 
and every care would be taken to render your 
journey and residence as comfortable as pos- 
sible. 

'^I remain with all due respect, 8cc, 
(Signed) Agustin Iturbide. Mexico, February 
1st, 1822.'* 

The news obtained from a vessel which en- 
tered the port on the second of February, and 
the day of the arrival of the commissioners, 
Aot being mentioned, his lordship determined to 
follow the Spanish frigates, composing the last 
relic in the Pacific, and on the destruction of 
which he was frdly determined. 

Acapulco lies m la"" 36' north latitude, 
9^ 53' 45" west longitude : the port enjoys 
every advantage that can possibly be imagined: 
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it 10 .capacious, kw » g^4 aochorage, ^nd ia 
completely laodrlock^ ; so th^tt from the ves- 
sels wh^n at anchort pc from the ,towa» the Qe« 
cum^ be ohservctd; >oweyer, the extre9\e 
hieait is highly dis»gree»hil^^ Thie t<fym is 0091- 
possd ^ A parish phurcfi, two cpnvents, au4 
n^ut forty houses, with maoy hiit^ l^^uilt of 
ceods :wd rusbaa. Th^ idhabittuits are a njiiiK- 
tmre of Spaojftrds^ ISfegroes, bwliaa^* asid Chi* 
aese, which in several fiBimilies that I noticed 
seems to have prodaAc^d almost a new raoe of 
mortals.; foe a great san^e^ess insists in thei? 
colour and features. The .tinge or colour of 
ihes^ people is simUai: to that of the Malay 
trit^^ : th^ir foreheads bro^id^ eyes s^all and 
blac];:, raiiher prpmipent cheek-bones, small 
but iliol$rably well shtfied nose, l^irge lips, and 
befurdlesa otvin ; their hair bJa^k and lopg, their 
form 0leod^c» yet mus^mlar, but none are of a 
high /atatve. A kind of wild ferocity was visible 
in their cowt^nances^ and rather a haughty in 
de^mdence i^ l^eir manners, heightened a lit- 
)tle« perhapSi with the idea of being now imr 
penalises ; indeed, ev^ry thing here was impe- 
rial : the town, the port, the flag, the market^ 
nay, even the langus^e- was imperial. The 
greater ps^rt of the inhabitants wore a species 
of uniform, mostly composed of a blue nankeen, 
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or rtuff jacket with a red collar^ blue trowsers, 
and a cap; but without shoes or stockings. 
The lower classes of females wore full petti* 
coats, and a chemise, with a long blue and 
white shawl : their hair is platted in long slen* 
der tresses, and they have no other covering on 
their heads. Some indians from the interior 
had a kind of short shirt, not reaching down to 
their waists, breeches, and sandals of raw 
hide, with a hat, the crown of which is 
about three inches high, and the skirts more 
than thirty inches in diameter t it is made of 
the leaves of a tree* 

Some of the muleteers from the interior 
wore a very picturesque dress ; over an under 
shirt they had a short one^ like the indians, sit- 
ting close to their bodied and arms, blue bree- 
ches, the seams being tastefully embroidered 
with coloured silks ; the calves of their legs 
wrapped in buff-coloured leather, carefully tied 
on, and hanging loose, with laced boots of the 
same material and colour; a coloured sash 
round their waists, and large black hats on 
their heads, with a thick roll of different coloured 
cloths for a hat-band. 

All the people seemed to be particularly 
clean both in their clothes and persons; but 
this is generally the case in hot climates. 
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The market is but indifierently supplied, and 
provisions on the whole are scarce, dear, and of 
an inferior quality. 

The appearance of the country in the neigh- 
bourhood is extremely sterile and naked; 
scarcely any vegetables are to be seen, the 
sandy mountains rising alipost abruptly from 
the water's edge. 

The climate is excessively hot, the access of 
cool air being precluded by surrounding moun- 
tains, and very little benefit is derived from the 
cut or opening made at the north end of the town, 
called la dbra de San Nicolas, for the admission 
of the sea*breeze : the winter or wet season is 
so unhealthy, that few of the white inhabitants 
remsun in the town, almost every one retires 
into the interior. 

A large battery stands on an elevation at the 
southern extremity of this place ; it mounts 
durty-one pieces of heavy artillery, and is 
called the fort of San Diego. It contains bar- 
racks, magazines, and dungeons, named the 
gaol, carcel 

The town was formerly of commercial noto- 
riety, on account of the vessels which arrived 
here, commonly from Manilla, called naos de la 
China ; but as this traffic will now cease, and on 
account of the mountainous country lying be- 
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twf en it and I3ie capHal, a distanoJB of eighty- 
five leagues, it is probable thai this port wiil 
shortly be almost abandoned, unless, indeed, 
a commercial intercourse be- kept up wHh the 
British East India colonies, which might bramai^ 
of considerable importance, and which is at 
present worthy of the attention of Eng;lish 
speculators, as the principal returns would be 
the precious meials, cochineal, and indigd. 

On leaving Acapulco, the Independenciai 
Captain Wilkinson, and Auracaoo, Captain 
Simpson, were ordered to proceed to the bay of 
California, f6r the purpose of pdrchasing provi- 
sions far the ressels of war, and then to follow 
Us to Oaayaquil, Callao, and Valparaiso. 

On the night of the tenth We experienced a 
very severe gale in the bay of Tehuantepec, and 
Owing to the bad stitte of the frigate, we 
expected she would go to pieces with ever^ sea 
that struck her : our only consolation was, that 
theValdivia being almost within hail weshdtild 
be enabled to save our lives by taking to the 
boats, and going on board. 

In the morning the gale subsided, to our no 
small joy ; but a signal of distress was made by 
the Valdivia, and afterwards a communication 
by telegraph, that a sea had struck her, afld 
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thftt i^xetiteen timbers bad givgn. way oti her 
larboaf d nid^ ; that far WMt of pumps the watetf 
was gaining on them c<]iii8iderably, and the men 
were nearly exhausted with baling. Some logi 
df wood weref sent from the O'Higgin^, to- 
gether tcrith every mati who fancied ^himaelf a 
carpenter, and the damage done was soon re-* 
paired as well as circumstances would permit. 

Oti the fifth of March we made tht coast of 
Bsmetaldus^ and early on the morning of the 
itevetsth We came to an anchor in the port of 
Tacames or Atacames. 

Aftet I had landed, my old subjects were 
b6th astonished and delighted ; they had heard 
Ho tidings Of me since the year 1812, and sup^ 
posed me to be dc^ad. The news that we ob« 
tained here was, that the Spanish general Cnis 
Mourgeon arrived at this port from Panama, with 
a number of officers, and eight hundred men, 
on the tWenty^fifth of December, and matched 
to join the forces at Quito ; that immediately 
iifter he left Panama, which was on the twenty*- 
eighth of November, the inhabitants rose,^ and 
declared their independence ; and this they did 
although the two frig&tes Pfueba and Vengansa 
had arrived after the departure of Cruft Mourgeon; 
these two frigates^ they told us, left the port of 
Tacames on the first of January, for Ouayaquil 
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and the coast of Peru. With these advices 
Lord Cochrane immediately proceeded to Gua- 
yaquil riyer, and we arrived at the island of 
Pund on the tenth. 

The intelligence obtained here was, that the 
Prueba and Vengansa were several days at* 
anchor off the island ; that deputies had been 
sent from the city to negotiate with the two 
captains Don Jose Villegas of the Prueba, and 
Don Jose Joaquin Soroa of the Vengansa ; that 
on the twenty-third of February the Vengansa 
and sloop of war Alexander had proceeded up 
the river to Guayaquil, and on the twenty-fifth 
the Prueba had left the river for the port of 
Callao. On receiving this advice his lord- 
ship stood up the river with the following tide, 
and came to an anchor off the city on the morn- 
ing of the thirteenth, where we found the Ven* 
gansa bearing the Peruvian flag. . 

Lord Cochrane was directly informed, 
that the captains Villegas and Soroa had nego- 
tiated the surrender of the Spanish frigates 
Prueba and Vengansa with the commissioners 
appointed by Don Francisco Salasar, the Peru- 
vian envoy at Guayaquil; which treaty was 
ratified by the respective parties on the fifteenth 
and sixteenth of February last, the principal 
condition being, that the whole of the officers 
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and crews should receive from the government 
of Peru all the arrears due to them ; that those 
who chose to remain m America should enjoy 
all the privileges of citizens ; and that those 
who preferred returning to Europe should have 
the expenses of their passage defrayed by the 
government of Peru. After several inquiries 
made on shore, it appeared, that when the ne« 
gotiations were about to be interrupted by the 
mutinous crews and some Spanish officers, who, 
indignant at the conduct of the captains, in 
thus selling the Spimish vessels of war to the 
enemies of Spain, began to canvass an opposi* 
tion, the government of Gua3raquil availed 
themselves of the subterfuge 'of having had a 
correspondence with Lord Cochrane, who with 
the Chilean squadron had anchored in the bay 
of La Manta, in the province of Guayaquil, on 
his passage to the capital. This stratagem had 
the desired effect : the officers and crews came 
to the terms offered, rather than decide the con* 
tioversy by honorable warfare. On being po* 
sitively assured of the transaction, and consci- 
ous, that had not the Chilean squadron driven 
them to this last action the Spanish captains 
never would have surrendered their vessels, his 
lordship on the morning of the fourteenth sent 
Captain Crosbie on board the Vengansa, with 
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orders to hoist «t ker peak die t^g of ChBe 
jointly with that of Porn. 

This act created great eonftMrion in (he city, 
the gimbaats were immediately manned, and 
fMeoes of eannon were brought down to the 
tide of the riv«r, where the people eaq^yed 
themselves in fikcmg logs of wood to serve as a 
breastwork; the Spanish sailors appeared to 
take a more than active part in reseBtiog tbi» 
insolt offered to the vessel, which a few days 
previoasly they had cowardly sold to their ene* 
mies, through the fear of having to defoiid 
her while under die SpaniA flag; indeed 
every thing on shore bore the most hostile apr 
pearanoe; while on board the O'Higgins and 
Valdrvia no preparations whatever were made, 
tfie Admiral being too busy in smiling at their 
warlike preparations and mock means of de« 
fence. On the night of the seventeenth Ihe 
courage of our self-c^istituted enemies was put 
to the test. 

With the return tide die Valdivia drifted up 
the river near to where the Spanish officers and 
«eamen had anchored the gunboats, whicfh the 
government had allowed them to manage, as 
%^ingmore acquainted with naval tactics ; but 
lihese heroes, supposing that the frigate was 
about to attack them, ran the boats on ahpre^ 
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aad fled to the back of th^e city> leavipg t)ie nsir 
tives to replace them on the water before day^ 
%ht. Thi^, however, waa in vaiA, and the ef* 
iects of the ps^ceding night's al^rm were visible 
en the following mornings 

After some correspondence between the 
government and the admiral, it was agreed on 
the i|ineteenth» that deputies^ from both parties 
should meet ashore> and a4jius.t ^uch terms aa 
shoMid be most conducive to the public tran*- 
quillity, apd to the hopour and welfare of all 
partieis. Accordingly, the government appointed 
the 94ptain of the port, Don Manuel Lusuriaga> 
Pr. Don Bemabi6 Comejo, anid Cs^p^n Inda* 
buru. Lord Cochrane appointed Captain Crosr 
bie. Captain Cobbett, and myself. Havipg 
met at the cavildo, the following articles were 
agreed to, and immediately ratified by 01medp> 
Ximena, and Rpca (forming the junta of go- 
vernment) and Lord Cochr^pe. 

*' Firstr— The frigate Vei^ga^ssa sh^l remain 
as belonging to the government of Guayaquil; 
she shall hoist the flag of this state, which shal) 
be saluted by the Chilean. 

" Second. — ^The state of Guayaquil guaran- 
tees to the Chileaii squadron under t^e respou" 
sibility of forty thousand dollars, that the frigate 
Vengaqsa shall not be deUvexed to, ijior negoti* 
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ated for with any governments until those of 
Chile and Peru shall have decided on what they 
may esteem most just. And, moreover, the go- 
vernment of Guayaquil is bound to destroy her 
rather than consent that the said vessel shall 
serve any other state, till such decision be 
made. 

" Third. — -The corvette Alexander shall be 
delivered to her owners, or their assigns, ac- 
cording to the right which they possessed be- 
fore she was taken by violence from this river. 
The owners are to pay the arrears due to the 
crew from the date of their last leaving Panama 
to that of the fifteenth of February, 1822, with 
all the other expenses which may have been in- 
curred ; and, in the mean time, she shall not 
be employed in any way whatever without the 
consent of her owners. 

" Fourth. — Any government whatever which 
henceforward may be established in Guayaquil 
shall be bound to the fulfilment of the articles 
here expressed. 

" Fifth. — ^These articles, herein written and 
agreed to, shall be understood literally, in 
good faith, and without any mental amplifica- 
tions or restrictions. Guayaquil, &c." 

After the ratification of these articles, the 
government of Guayaquil addressed a polite 
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note to Lord Cochrane, expressing the highest 
sentiments of respect for the most important 
services which the free states of America had 
received from him, assuring him, at the same 
time, that Guayaquil would always be the first 
to honour his name, and the last to forget his 
unparalleled services, to wtiich she owed her 
emancipation, from the yoke of Spain. 

: Oh the twentieth the Guayaquil flag was 
hoisted on board the Vengansa by Captain Lusu- 
naga and Captain Crosbie, to whom the Peru- 
vian and Chilean flags were delivered. The 
O'Higgins immediately saluted the flag with 
twenty-two guns, and the salute . was returned 
from the guns placed on shore ; and afterwards 
the gunboats hoisted the Chilean flag, and sa- 
luted it with twenty-two guns. 
k:. It having been asserted in Peru, before Lord 
Cochrane left the bay of Callao in October, 
1821, that he would supply the garrisons of the 
fortresses with provisions, on condition that they 
would not surrender to San Martin, his lordship 
availed himself of the present opportunity with 
General la Mar, who was the governor of 
Callao, and who being now at Guayaquil, to 
write to him through the hands of the govern-^ 
ment, requesting him to answer, whether he 
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did succour or promifife t6 sftccour tbe gaitiskmi 
of OaTlao^ durmg the time thutiie was employed 
in the Mockade of that port? 

To this iia Mar ani^ered : 
" Most Excelleht Sir,— in conttequemce «f 
the official note which I yesterday receifved frool 
your ea^cellency, through th^e fandB of the go^ 
vemment, it is my duty to asseit, that I hare 
neither said nor Wiitten, nor e^r heard that 
y<m did supply or propose to supply with provi- 
sions the place of Gallao Aari ng the ^ole of 
the time &at it was under my charge. God 
preserve your excellency many years. (Signed) 
Jose de la Mar. Guayieiquil, Mao^ch 13th, 1822." 

On tbe twenty-first we weighed, his lordBldp 
^ving orders to Captain Crosbie to trip the an^ 
chor, and to kedge down the river, by whicb 
means he would have a better opportunity to 
mark the cheumel, and form a plan of it» 
should it ever becckne necessary to ascend it 
without the assistance of a pilot The second 
tide look us to the Pun4, Where we remained 
till the twetity-fifEh, the boats being eniployed 
in bringing water and some provisions ^ofii 
Balao, on Che opposite side of the river. 

Having left Guayaquil river on the twenty^ 
fifth of March, we arrived on the twelfth of 
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the ^Mst of iPera, vfh»e to omnsurprtte ^aad 
ftflftdnifiihmemt tkft alcadde of the tillage lAewei 
his lordi^p a writteii wder Aom San MaMuH 
starting that ^should any of like vessels of war 
belonging to (M^ touch at the fiiaid poM, tie 
was to forbid their landing, and to de&y tiieiil 
any assistance whatever, and not even to al- 
low them to wood of water there. 

Exasperated at this conduct, his lordship 
proceeded to Gallao, but not before he had con- 
vinced the alcalde, that he had not the power to 
enforce such orders from his master. We 
arrived at Callao on the twenty-fifth, where the 
first object of instability in the new govern- 
ment which we observed was five different 
Peruvian flags . flying in the bay and on the 
batteries. 

We here found the Prueba under Peruvian 
colours, and commanded by one of the captains 
who had deserted the Chilean squadron; but 
such was the dread that Lord Cochrane would 
take possession of her, that she was immediately 
hauled close in shore under the batteries, her 
guns housed, her ports closed, and so crammed 
she was with soldiers, for her defence, that 
three men died with suffocation the night after 
our arrival. I was assured, that no less than two 
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thousand men were crowded on her upper deck, 
as if such a mob could have intimidated Iiord 
Cochrane, had he been authorized to take 
possession of her, after she had been driven 
into the bay of Gallao by his efforts, and there 
purchased from her traitorous crew by the 
Peruvian government. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Commercial Code at Limak Provincial Statutes annoonoed Liberty of the 

Prees Foreigiien declared amenable to the Laws lastitatioB of the 

Older ofthe Son.. — New Commercial RaIee......Titles changed .Older 

to oonreoe the Conatitnent Coogree8....SaB Martm defegates his Anthority 

to the Marquis de Torre Tagle San Martin leares Lima and retains... 

Aimy dafioated under Tristan at Ica......8tate of Lima on our Arrind...... 

Visit of Monteegodo to Lord Codirane San Martin annals the Treaty 

atGoayaqnil Bxileof Spaniards from Lima......Lord Cochrane leaves 

Callao for Valpaniso......8panish Vessels that sorrendered lo the Chilean 

8qpadron......ConTentioo of Chile meets Monteegodo exiled finom Lima 

Disturbances in Chile San Martin arrives at Valparaiso 

O'Higgins abdicates. Lord Cochrane leaves the Fteific 

Os the eighth of October, 1821, the provisional ' 
commercial code or reglamento was published ; 
but, agreeably to the short sighted colonial 
system, only Callao and Huanchaco were de- 
clared free ports to all friends and allies. This 
reglamento established, that all vessels should 
within ten hours after their arrival deliver up 
their bills of lading ; within forty-eight begin to 
unload, or leave the port within six days. 

Within the said forty-eight hours a consig- 
nee, being a citizen of Peru, was to be named 
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by the captain or supercargo. AU goods in 
foreign bottoms were to pay twenty per cent, 
on the value of the whole, according to the 
prices current in Peru. All goods introduced 
in vessels under the flags of Chile, Buenos Ay- 
res, or Colombia, to pay in the same manner 
eighteen per cent., and those under the flag of 
Peru sixteen. All manufactured goods which 
might injure th^ industry cf the country to pay 
double duty. Cx)ined silver to pay the expor- 
tation duty of five per cent, and gold two and a 
half: the exportation of gold and silver in bar 
or wrought absolutely prohibited* The produce 
of Peru exported in foreign vessels to pay five 
per cent ; in vessels belon^ng to Chile, Bue- 
nos Ayres, or Colombia, three and a halC and 
in Peruvian three per cent. The payment of 
importation dutfes tQ be in three equal parts, 
one at forty days after d^barkati^q* qm at $t 
hundred and twenty> and one at a huadr^ omd 
eighty. AU consignees absolutely prohibited 
the retailing of their consigmaents^ 

The coasting trade tp be coofioedto ve^s^ 
belonging to the state, but tioiited tp the ports 
of Paita. Huachp, and Pisco, Apy ve93el in- 
troducing foreign manufacturen, except at Cal- 
lao or Huancbacp, to be «eiz»d aod cpademned, 
both huU and cargo* 
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Tte mo^t dxtraordinelry article inserted in 
this re^amtnio Wtts, ihit goods landed at Ha- 
HtithA<^6, the poft to TruidUo^ were not to pasi^ 
the river Santa, under the penalty of being 
Seized af§ eofitraband. 

On thcf ninth 6f 0<itober the provii^onat 
fMtKed and administi^ticm of justice were 
«w6rn to by the government ; and the creation 
6t ih6 Order of the Stin was announced with 
the greatest pbssible poinp. 

On th« thirteenth the liberty df the press 
'^s^ declared, permitting any individual to 
]^blidh fi^eely his thoughts, without any previ- 
(ms reviston or approbation; but all abuse 
of r^Hgion or of the principles of morality,- 
every thing likely to disturb public tranquillity, 
or ta wound the honour of any citizen, to be 
object to thi^ penalty inflicted by the junta- 
GonderVadora of the libetty of the press. 

On the seventeenth a6 oi'der of the govern- 
ment was published, establishing all foreigners 
lading in Peru in the rights of citizenship, 
subjecting them at the same time to the laws of 
the country, and the orders of the government, 
and depriving them of the intervention of the 
cothmanders of the vessels of war belonging to 
their respiective nations. All foreigners were also: 
declared liable to take arms in the support of 
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social order, but not against the common ene- 
my, and to be subject to contributions levied 
by the government, in the same manner as the 
citizens of the state. 

On the twentieth of October the institute of 
the Sun was established;, it was declared to 
consist of three classes, founders, well-deservers 
(benemeritos)' and associates or fellows. The 
badge of the first class was a white ribbon from 
the right shoulder to the left side, having two 
gold tassels and a golden medallion of the 
order; with the title of honourable lordship; — ^the 
second class to have a gold medal hanging to a 
white ribbon placed round the neck; with the 
address of lordship ; — and the third a silver me« 
dal hanging to the breast on the left side. The 
medals to bear the arms of the state, to be of 
an elliptical figure, and to have on the superior 
part, on a white field, " Peru ;" on the inferior, 
on a red field, '' To her Liberators.*' The 
pensions of the order to be paid out of the fund 
of forty thousand dollars imposed by the king of 
Spain on the mitres of America for the pro- 
visions of the knights of Charles III, and Isabel 
la Catolica. The oath to be—" I swear by my 
honour, and promise to my country to defend 
the independence, liberty and integrity of the 
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state of iPera ; to maintain public order, and to 
procure the general felicity of America, devot- 
ing to those ends my life and my property." 

Twenty-six founders were named by the 
Protector, who constituted himself President 
of the order ; among these were included two 
captains who had abandoned the Chilean squad- 
ron at Gallao ; one hundred and thirty-eight of 
well-deservers, including Captain Spry; and 
one hundred and two associates or fellows, 
among whom were the dean of the cathedral, 
five counts, two marquises, £ye generals, seven 
friars, canons of the church, shopkeepers, sur- 
geons, formers, and deserters from the Chilean 
squadron. 

Not content with this creation of male no- 
bility, t>ne hundred and twelve knightesses of 
the sun were nominated, including two coun- 
tesses, four marchionesses, and of every class, 
even to Dona Rosa Campusano, the favourite of 
his excellency, the creator of the order; and to 
complete the corps, thirty-two nuns were 
added, who might have been honoured with 
the ancient Peruvian title of Virgins of the Sun. 
The Honourable and Illustrious Don Bernardo 
Monteagudo was appointed secretary, and Ge- 
neral the Honourable Don Diego Paroissien 
master of the ceremonies, Tpro tern. 
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^ thp l^adg^ of the cMP4er WP» pf *« mqiH 
i^itfj imjprt^ce, ^ wa^ 4e<i¥^^ pn t)ie thirtyr 
fir^^ of Op^her, ||iat, i^tps^ pf 4 ffledgiliojn, 
a goldiQii $un should l>e |(U9p^o4e4 to t\^^ (il^bon 
Qfth^fu^flitdorea, beneroeritpq, and a^opi^^pB] 
I^Ut the Q}^ of it w^s tp be lioMted 9,€f;;or4iog 
tolbersmJcof ^0 bf^er. 

Qn the tw?nty-thi^d <>f October 9 coQiinitteQ 
ij^s^S apppinted to frame ^ cpj^tit^tion^I podp w 
reglamento de admipistr^tion de. ju^ticia fpr 
f^eru, Sap Martin bfti^lPg determined 09 beiiAg 
9 legi3latpr as well «ts. a liberator; aud, a9 be him- 
self s^d> pa ^^ being crowded witb laQr«l9 till he 
couW not »pd." Abovt tbi» time ^cup^e yersea 
made their appearance, addressed to the Pror^ 
tector, wder the epitbet of f^mnperor ^f Peru. 
The idea of an imp«ri^ prow^ W99 ^bvospiouq 
to the Peruvians* wc^d M>mie sitr^et clamour VK-; 
4uced th^ goyeTnment to aAAPViQce il^ 9upr«m.Q 
displeaauce at suoh productions 

Desertion in the liberating army now be^ 
came prevalent, and the government waa obliged 
to issue a decree, stating that any person wlM 
should harbour or protect a deserter inbia 
house, or on his property, should subject hwir 
self to a general oonfiscatioo for the firat qJSwccw 
and to perpetual exile for a repetition* AU. sIa^m 
were invited to io&fXn ^^giw^ their mMteek 
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uii4etr tbe mwIm^q of manumitnon, Bhould the 
orimQ 9f oQQultation he proved. On the thirty* 
first of OctQber a new tariff ibr the eoasting^ 
trad^ wa3 published^ superseding the (me of 
the twenty-eighlli of September, with the ad- 
dition pf tl)e ports of Nasea, Ganete, and Pa« 
casipfiyp, and also aUowing foreigners to sell 
thfif fiwi) cargoes, without the intervention of a 
native consignee, on their paying twenty^five, 
instead qf twenty per cent. ; and on the twenty- 
firf t of November all foreigners, as well as citi- 
zens, being n^erehants, were ordered to enrol 
tt^eir names at the consolado, (board of trade,) 
tjiat. they might all be equally taxed with such 
ofln^ribi^tioiia as the government might judge 
neceaaary to ejfact 

g^veiral Spaniards having been apprehended 
and aent to the public gaol, accused of sedition 
and c<mspiFMies» were sentenced, on the twen- 
^th of I^QYemher, eight to a confiscation of 
their property^ and exile to Europe, and thir* 
teen to partial confbieation, and exile to Chan- 
cay for two months. 

On Sunday the sixteenth of December the 
knights of the order of the snm were decorated 
witli the insignia, by the , psesident oi the high 
qhambf^^ of justice, aha camma 4e, jmticia. in 
thi^ prQpeniQQ of hia Bxodlency the Pn^ctorof 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



480 TRAVELS IN 

Peru, institutor of the order, and a moat splen-' 
did concourse of the nobility of Peru, with the 
assistance of Sir Thomas Hardy, whom the 
gazette styles the representative of the British 
nation,, on this occasion. Every care was 
taken to make this civic feast as solemn as 
possible ; the troops were formed in the streets ; 
the different military bands continued playing 
national airs and marches in the balcony of the 
palace ; repeated salutes were, fired by the ar- 
tillery placed in the plasa; all the bells in the 
city were heard in merry peals; the illumina- 
tions on the nights of the fifteenth, sixteenth, 
and seventeenth, were of the most brilliant 
description; and every nerve was strained to 
produce and support harmony and conviviality 
on this festive occasion. After the ceremony of 
condecoration, the procession left the palace 
and proceeded to the church of Santo Domingo, 
where a solemn Te Deiim was chanted, and 
high mass celebrated, in thanks to tne Almighty 
for having inspired the supreme government 
of lima with such celestial ideas. 

That the ancient nobility of Peru might not be 
reduced to a level with the plebeians, it was de* 
creed onlthe twenty-seventh of December, that 
they^ihouldpfeserve their armorial bearings on 
thefirontsoftheir'Bouses, as usual, and all the 
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solar nobility were permitted by the same de* 
cree to place on theirs a sun, with the initials 
of the class to which they belonged in the cen- 
tre. It was also ordered on the same day, that 
those persons who had enjoyed titles during the 
Spanish domination, under the name of titles 
of Castile, should enjoy the same honours under 
the appellation of titles of Peru, or change 
them for such as might appear more congenial 
to the then existing state of things. Thus we 
have a republic with counts, marquises, vis« 
counts, &c. which is certainly ani anomaly, and 
worthy of the wisdom that planned it 

On the twenty-seventh, the Protector, with 
the advice of the council of state, ordered, that 
on the first of May, 1822, the general consti- 
tuent congress of Peru should meet in the capi- 
tal ; and that proxies should be named for such 
provinces as were oppressed' by the enemy. 
The.object of this congress was to be, only, the 
definitive, form of the established government, 
and the formation of a constitution moist proper 
for Peru, according to the circumstances of its 
territory and population: any other poWers 
given to the deputies to be considered null and 
of no effect. 

Ijt was further ordered, that a previous com- 
mittee be appointed in Lima, to draw up the 
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|dlHi for the deofidn of deputies^ and to prepdM 
the basis of tbocomtitutron, to be ftiiished be-" 
fare the ttutnau of the ooftgress. Thus the Id^s 
oi the naitamt were to be forincld by a |>r]¥MA 
edlmnttee, ntiiet the guidanee of San Martitt 
and his' ministers, and the congress were to' b6 
calkdifttosanetkm the proceeding. Tbisdo^ 
pimity was nkiolately the canse of ihe Pfbtee-^ 
tov's* vohmtmy abdication* 

On the nmeteenth Of Jannary, 1^23, th« 
Freteeter annonneed) that he was about to leav^ 
LiMia oai a visit to Gntiayaquil,. where bfe ^^ 
pected to meet tbe libefaitor of CMombia, iSot 
immortal BolivaiI^ for the purpose of coiMult- 
ing.with him on mnttets of the highest impoft- 
aMe to the state; All his executive powem 
wete delegated to t&e gran madseal M«rqiliirdA 
Tevfe Tagie> to the due obedience of whdstt 
orders^ the tribomls, ministers, eofporatioHi 
ehiefo of the army and navy weve catted upon to 
^ear.' This ceremony took place oil the twenp 
tieth; The fifrst decide of the soptMie deto^ 
glite vms^ thttt all unmatried Spaniards, whd 
dionM^ leave'' the state, were to d^^Uvef to ttol 
MMionat tt^easui^y oise half of their property, and 
in case of any attempt at fraud, the whole to bH 
eonfiseailed^ and the peraons to be exHed; [t 
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a]go Gontained other articles respecting Spa- 
niards residing in Peru. 

On the third of March the Protector an- 
nounced in Lima, that haying touched at Huan^ 
chaco in his passage to GuayaquU, he received 
official communication that the Liberator of Co- 
lombia had changed bis plans, and would not 
be at Guayaquil as was expected ; he had, in 
consequence, returned to Callao; but that it was 
bis will that the Marquis de Torre Tagle diould 
continue in the full exercise of the authority de- 
legated to him. San Martin then retired to the 
country residence of the ex-viceroy Pesuela, 
at La Magdalena, which village immediately 
changed its name to that of the town of the free, 
*' pueblo de los Ubres/' 

On the thirty-first of March the Spanish 
frigate Prueba arrived at Callao, and was im- 
mediately delivered up to the Peruvian govern- 
ment by her commander, Larrigada, according 
to the treaty concluded in Guayaquil on the 
sixteenth of February. The supreme delegate 
immediately went on board, and the Peruvian 
flag being hoisted, the name of the frigate was 
changed to that of Protector. Again, this 
acquisition was ** the fruit of the enthusiasm, 
and sacrifices of the officers and soldiers who 
were present at the important moment, as 
witnesses of this memorable success/' 

VOL. III. '3k 
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The government of Lima, aware of the im- 
portance of the possession of the valleys of 
Pisco and lea, net only in a mercantile point 
of view, but as a military position, where a 
communication might be kept open with the 
provinces of Upper Peru, and the enemy, then 
in Huamanga, and other adjacent points, pre* 
vented from making incursions on the valuable 
estates situated along the coast — San Martin, 
as prime mover, (although the civil authority 
was exercised by his delegate, Torre Tagle, an4 
General Alvarado had been appointed by him 
general in chief of the army) ordered a force 
of two thousand men, with their respective 
officers, to lea, under the command of General 
Don Domingo Tristan, who a few months before 
was a Colonel of Militias, in the province 
of Arequipa, and whose career had been the 
ploughshare and the pruning hook, not the 
sword and the lance : a man entirely unknown 
as a soldier, and if known at all in Lima, it was 
as a complete gambler, md a public loungen 
But perhaps the intercession of the Protectress, 
formerly the public favourite of Tristan, mig^t on 
this occasion have been acceptable, (in despite 
of the superior qualifications of many officers 
in the army, although the brave Greneral las 
Heras and several other chiefs had retired) and 
acquired for her galande aqud tiempo so honours- 
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m\Ae 9Xk appointment However, on the thirteenth 
of April, the following proclamations appeared 
in Lima : '' Limenians ! The division of the 
south, without having been beaten, has been 
surprised, and dispersed ; in a long campaign 
all cannot be prosperity ; you know mif charac^ 
ter, and you know that /have always spoken 
the truth to all — I do not mean to search for 
consolation in conflicts, notwithstanding I dare 
to assure you, that the iniquitous and tyrannical 
empire of the Spaniards in Peru will cease in 
the year twenty-two.— I will make an ingenu- 
ous confession to you : it was my intention to 
go in search of repose after so many years of 
agitation, but I believed your independence 
was secured ; some trifling danger now presents 
itself, and so long as there remains the least 
appearance of it, until you are free you shall not 
be left by your faithful friend, — San Martin.'' 

*' Companions of the United Army I — ^Your 
brothers in the division of the south have not 
been beaten, but they have been dispersed ; to 
you it belongs to revenge this insult : you are 
valiant, and have known long ago the path to 
glory ! Sharpen well your bayonets and your 
swords ! The campaign of Peru shall finish in 
this year t Your old general ensures it ; prepare 
Ihen to conquer !--San Martin.'* 
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Oh tHfe Mtne day the follcrwing Was issued by 
the Marquis de Torre Taglc : " Compatriots ! 
The division of the south has suffered a reyerse ; 
this is the first we have experienced amid so 
many glories. It is of no importance; the 
grand army yet lives^ and will, before the end 
of twenty-two, leave not one enemy existing 
among us. Compatriots! To be free and 
happy, only requires you to decide as 1 have, 
like those heroes who have come to restore to 
Peru her rights, to lose every thing, to die 
before they will return to slavery ! Imitate 
Uiis example as you have done at other times, 
and the result will be the same, because valour 
and enthusiasm, well directed, always ensure 
victory and peace; you deserve both, prepare 
for every sacrifice but that of your liberty. 

" Torre Tagle.** 

The two supreme chiefs united on the 
thirteenth in a proclamation to the inhabitants 
of the interior, assuring them, that the loss of the 
division, a few days before called the liberating 
army of the south, ''weighed nothing in the bk- 
lance of the destiny of Peru ; Providence, say 
they, protects us, and by this action she will 
accelerate the ruin of the enemies of Peru — 
proud of their first victory, they will spare us 
part of our march in search of them, which 
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waa to have been done. Fear not, the army 
that drove them twice from the capital, is ready 
to pnnish them a third time, and to punish 
them for ever ! " Had the action taken place 
at any great distance from the capital, the truth 
of the transaction might have remained for 
some time enveloped in mystery ; or had the 
inhabitants of Lima not already been taught by 
the Spaniards to become sceptics, this furious 
bombast might have been believed; but the 
account was soon rightly explained by the few 
who escaped, and who arrived at Lima ; these 
were but few: the number that fortunately 
found an opportunity to take to their heelsi 
and availed themselves of their swiftness, were' 
very quickly secured, and sent to Callao, to 
prevent as much as possible a circulation of 
the truth. 

On the night of the seventh of April the 
Spaniards under Cantarac and Caratald mi* 
vanced on llie Americans under Tristan, who, 
for want of the most ordinary precautions, 
were completely surrounded, and at day break, 
with the exception of the general, part of his 
staff, and a few officers, the whole division was 
in the power of the enemy. The loss of the 
liberating army was about two thousand men 
killed or taken prisoners^ five thousand mxuh 
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ketg^ the military chest, containing upwards of 
a hundred thousand dollars, ammunition, lug- 
gage, equipage, printing press, and every utensil 
belonging to it. Notwithstanding all this, we 
are told, that ** the Spaniards are ignorant that 
the balance of power is in our hands, because 
Providence is on our side, opinion and strength 
favour the interests of Peru, she suAht be 

Fa££ BECAUSE SHE WIX.LS IT SO, AKP BECAUSE 
IT IS TIME THAT SHE WAS !!! " 

On the twenty-fourth of April a decree was 
published against the Spaniards residing in 
Lima, imposing the penalty of exile and con- 
fiscation of property on those who should ap- 
pear in the streets wearing a cloak. That of con- 
fiscation of property and exile when more than 
two should be found together m any private 
conversation. That of death on those who should 
be found out of their houses af^er sunset And 
that of confiscation and death on all those who 
should be found to possess any kind of weapons 
excepting the knives necessary for the service 
of their tables. 

This was the state of affairs in Peru when 
Lord Cochrane arrived on the twenty-fifth of 
April. The supreme authority was employed in 
issuing decrees contradictory to one another, 
in opposition to the most solemn promises made 
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-and repeated by the Protector, both before and 
after he assumed Uiis title, in violation of jus- 
tice and reason, and all contributing to produce 
discontent, disunion, and anarchy. 

The enemy were victorious, the patriots 
dreaded some dire reverse, the remains of the 
army were discontented, finding that not one 
promise made to them had been fulfilled ; the 
gold and silver had disappeared, and papet 
money had been issued by the government ; the 
contributions were increasing, and were exacted 
at the point of the bayonet ; while the Protector 
of the liberty of the country, after having been 
employed for six months in creating orders of 
Jknighthoodrestablishing tribunals, sketching em« 
broideries, and inventing uniforms, had retired 
to his country house, to rest firom his labours ! 

Many individuals who, when we left Callao 
in October, 1821, condemned the conduct of 
Lord Cochrane in taking possession of the 
money at Ancon, were now c<Hivinced that it 
was not only a warrantable but an indispensable 
step to be taken for the preservation of the 
squadron of Chile, and of good faith with 
the crews. The non-fulfilment of the pro- 
mises made to the regiment of Numancia had 
forced them to declare that they would not 
piarch out .of Lima against the enemy, and 
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Captain Doronsoro was sent, by his brodier 
officers, to inquire, if Lord Cochrane would 
receive them on board the Chilean vessels, and 
convey the regiment to the nearest point in the 
territory of Cdomlna, to which country they 
belonged, and to which San Martin had pro- 
mised to transport &em on the fall of Lima. 

On the twenty-sixth the minister Montea* 
gudo came <m board, and lamented that his 
lordship should have addressed to the Peru- 
vian government official communications con* 
taining expressions calculated to irritate their 
delicate feelings at the moment when the 
Protector was inclined to adopt the most con«^ 
dilatory measures ; addiog, that at the first news 
of his lordship's appearance off the port his 
excellency had written a private letter, praying 
an interview; but that on the receipt of the 
official notes, he became so indignant, that he 
was afraid his delicate health was in danger. 
To this his lordship merely answered, that had 
San Martin sent a private letter it certainly 
would have been returned un(^ned ; adding,. 
*' you may tell him, Mr. Monteagudo, that it 
is not my wish to injure him ; I neither fear him 
nor hate him ; but tell him, I demise him T 
Monteagudo begged of his lordship to go and 
reside on shore a fcMT days, saying that the 
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hou86 of the supreme delegate was prepared 
for his reception. But his lordship most 
courteously begged to be excused ; and Mon- 
teagudo retired not well pleased with what 
be had observed in the countenances of all on 
board, a species of the most supreme contempt; 
notwithstanding *that, he wore his blazing 
sun of the first order, his ribbons, his em- 
broideries, and was accompanied by his mili- 
tary escort 

The greatest discontent reigned on shore 
among the Chileans : it had circulated, that no 
Chilean would be promoted nor employed by 
the present gov^nment of Peru. Whether 
such was or was not really the determination 
of the government might be diffii^iilt to prove ; 
but the fact was, that only one of the nine ge- 
nerals made by San Martin belonged to Chile, 
and the ratio among the subalterns was even 
smaller. 

The Protector of Peru, having been informed 
of the treaty at Guayaquil, respecting the 
Vengansa and the Emperor Alexander, sent 
down Captains Carter and Young to take the 
command of them. This was acceded to by 
the government of Guayaquil, and the two 
vessels again hoisted the Peruvian flag, although 
the Alexander, bona fide, belonged to Mr. Hen- 

VOL. III. 3 h 
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deraon« and waflbunder the English flag, when a 
revolution took place among the crews of the 
gunboats in Auguat, 1821, who took possession 
of her. They* proceeded to Panama, and there 
delivered her to the Spanish authorities, who 
afterwards included her in their treaty with the 
Peruvian agent at Guayaquil. ' 

The most horrid scene during the time of the 
residence of San Martin in Peru was reserved for 
May, 1822. On the night of the fourth a grand 
ball was given at the palace, being the first meet- 
ing of the knights and knightesses of the sun ; 
and while they were thus enjoying themselves 
parties of soldiers were sent tg the houses of 
the Spaniards, who dragged them from their 
beds, and drove them down to Gallao, where 
they were placed on board the Milagro. , 

The distress occasioned by this monstrous 
breach of promises, of justice, and humanity, 
cannot be equalled. Several of these were men 
of nnk and fortune who had confided in the pro- 
mises made to them ; many of them had numerous 
families; octogenarian clergymen, civil and mi- 
litary officers, all without the least distinction 
or commiseration, were seized at midnight, 
some of them half undressed, others almost 
naked, and every individual was forced to travel 
six miles on foot : they were then placed on 
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board a vesselj where for two days no provi- 
sions were distributed to them, and they were 
forbidden to hold any communication with their 
disconsolate wives and families, who surrounded 
the vessel in boats, and rent the air with their 
shrieks and lamentations. On the first night 
two old gentlemen died on board the Milagro 
for want of clothing and food; and many 
would certainly have perished had not the mer? 
cy of San Martin been extended so far as to 
sell them passports. Be allowed the purchasers 
to pass from the Milagro to neutral vessels, for 
the purpose of leaving Peru for ever; but 
many of them dared not go to Spain, be- 
cause they had remained in Lima when Lit 
Serna left it with the Spanish mrnj, and had 
afterwards subscribed to the independence of 
the country. Some passports were sold at one 
thousand dollars, others at ten, according to 
the quality of the purchaser; and those whose 
finances deprived them of the possibility o£ 
purchasing their liberatiw, were sent to Chile 
in the Milagro ; which vessel, for this ' most 
honourable expedition, had been newly named, 
and was now called the Monteagudo : a com- 
pliment in every respect merited by that great 
minister. 

Had General Ban Martin followed a different 
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line of conduct with regard to the Spaniards re- 
siding in Peru ; had he never compromised him- 
self with such solemn assurances as he made to 
them, both before and after his arrival in Lima, 
his conduct towards them might have admitted 
some palliation. Had he from the beginning been 
silent, and at the earliest opportunity exiled 
them, the same expression which he used on the 
subject of calling a congress or national repre- 
sentation, that *' a knowledge of what had passed 
in Colombia, Chile and Buenos Ay res, during 
twelve years of revolution, would have been a 
reasonable pretence for what he did,*' might 
have justified the proceeding. He repeatedly 
promised to them security, and frequently told 
them, that their persons and property should be 
inviolable ; and their confidence lost them all 
claim to the protection of the laws of their native 
country ; they had moreover sworn allegiance to 
its enemy, and had explicitly become traitors; 
and when his plans were thus' far in a state of 
ripene&s, he exiled them from their adopted 
homes, from their families, from all their com- 
forts, and cast them out a despairing, wander- 
ing, forlorn tribe, surrounded with misery ; but 
their last breath will be employed in execrating 
his duplicity. 

I am well aware that the Spaniards were 
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dangerous persons in America, and that many 
of them would have employed themselves in 
thwarting the operations of the newly-consti^ 
tuted authorities ; but this mental conviction 
<;ould not sanction such a proceeding as the one 
just stated, and at which humanity shudders. 
But it is now time to wind up the eventfol 
history of the proceedings of the Protector of 
Peru; however, before I lose sight of her 
shores, perhaps for ever, I mnst add one more 
trait of his barbarity. A female in Lima had 
dared to speak ill of San Martin, at the time 
that a contribution was extorted from, her at the 
point of the balyonet; she was apprehended, 
taken to the great square, an accusatory libel 
was fastened to her breast, a human bone was 
put into her mouth, and tied behind her head; 
a halter was hung round her neck, and in this 
manner she was forced to parade the streets, 
led by the common hangman; she was then ex- 
iled to Callao, where the poor creature died on 
the second day after her arrival. 

Before Lord Cochrane left the bay of Callao 
he addressed a letter to Colonel Sanches, an 
officer belonging to the Chilean troops, express- 
ing his ardent desire for the complete success 
of his adopted countryman; to this note he 
received the following answer : — " Our best 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



446 TRAVELS IN 

friend, — Nothing haa been so mortifying to us, 
as that the imperiousness of circumstances de- 
prives us of the communication which we have 
most esteemed, and which would have been of 
high importance to the views of your excellency. 

" The chiefs, dficers and troops who have 
the honour to serve under the flag of Chile, 
have received with the greatest satisfaction the 
compliments of your excellency, and promise 
their eternal gratitude to their worthy chief, 
whose soul is devoted to increase the glory of 
their country. We have the honour to offer to 
your excellency the most sincere tribute of our 
affection and esteem. (Signed) Jose Santiago 
Aldunate. — J. Santiago Sanches.'* 

On the ninth of May the schooner Monte^ 
zuma, belonging to Chile, and which had been 
lent by the government to General San Martin, 
as a tender, entered the port of Callao, under 
Peruvian colours ; his lordship fired on her, and 
obliged her to come to an anchor, when he took 
possession of her, sending her officers on shore, 
and on the tenth we proceeded to VaJparaiso, 
where we arrii^ on the thirteenth of June. 

On our arrival at Valparaiso his lordship re«- 
ported his retwn, addiog, '' The anxious desires 
of his excellency the Supreme Director aire now 
fiilfilled, and the sacrifiees of ttie people of Chile 
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are rewarded ; the naval power of Spain in the 
Pacific has succumbed^ it is now extinguished, 
the following vessels having surr^idered to the 
unceasing efforts of the squadron of this free 
state: 

FiigRte Pmebftof .^Ofuia 

Frigite Enneialda of. U 

Frigate Venguisa of. U 

BbipRawhitioiiof. ...34 

Sh^ SebMtiuia of S4 . 

BrigPesueUof 18 

Brig Potrillo of. 16 

Schooner PtosperiiiB of.... . 14 

Schooner Aransasu, seventeen gunboats, and 
the armed merchant ships Aguiia and Begona at 
Ouayaquil, and others emjdoyed as block ships 
at Callao. It is highly gratifying to me, after 
labouring under such difficulties as were never 
before witnessed on board of vessels of war, to 
announce the arrival cf the Chilean squadron in 
Valparaiso, its cradle; where, owing to its con- 
stant services in the cause of die liberty and in* 
dependence of Chile, Pefu, Colombia and 
Mexico, it is the object of admiration and gra- 
titade to the inhabitants of the new world. — I 
have the honour to be, &:c. (Signed) Cochrane.'' 
A few days after our arrival at Valparaiso, 
his lordship visited the capital of Chile, and so- 
licited permission to retire for six months to his 
estate of Quinteit), unless his services might be 
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necessary ; when^ at any moment^ he would be 
ready to employ them again in the welfare of 
the state ; at the same time he requested, in the 
most earnest manner, that the officers and crews 
might be punctually paid all their arrears. The 
government acceded to his solicitude, and pro- 
mised that every possible attention shopld be 
given to the request of the admiral, and after 
some delay it was finally complied with. 

On the twenty-third of July, 1822, the Na- 
tional Congress of Chile met at Santiago; it 
YT^ opened by the Supreme Director, Don Ber- 
nardo O'Higgins, who made a tender of his 
directoral authority to the representatives of the 
republic^ and concluded his harangue with — 
*^ Compatriots ! my command is at an end— de- 
fects are inseparable from humanity — ^the most 
difficult circumstances have surrounded me on 
every side — ^perhaps my want of knowledge and 
experience may have led me to commit errors 
against my children, (allow this tender expres- 
sion to my feelings) — I can never forget the 
honours I have received, and I hope that my 
days will be prolonged by my gratitude, until 
I see Chile as happy and as prosperous as the 
most flourishing countries of tiie earth." 

Immediately after the director had retired, 
the convention waited upon him^ and reinstated 
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him in tl^e supreme exeeutite au^oritj, with 
the fbllowing cottplhnent: ^^The representa'- 
fives of Chile most sincerely thank youx* excel-t 
lency for the wisdom with which yon have 
managed the affairs of the nation ; when a coo-* 
stitntfon is ibrined that shall specify t&e time of 
the fatigues of the magistrates^ the representa^ 
tives may admit of your resignation, and then 
your excellency will enjoy your reftirement kt 
glory, and future generations will sing hymns of 
love and gratitude to your name/* 

The first meeting of the preparatory conven-* 
tion was on the twenty-ninth, at ten o'clock in 
the morning. 

On the twenty-first of September, 1822; 
the news arrived in Chile, that Don Bernardo 
Monteagudo had been deposed from the mi- 
nistry, and exiled from Peru. 

The following are extracts from the pslperft 
published in Lioia : ' 

*' Lima had scarcely obtained a glimpse of a 
flattering futurity, when a cunning, froward, 
and saucy individual, a traitor to the confidence 
of the government that had elevated hinT to the 
ministry, began to stifle our patriotism and itl^ 
defenders. This insolent minister rewarded aH 
praise- worthy services with the most gross invec- 
tives, and the most scandalous persecutions. 
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His inpiipiv^g ambition filled our gazettes with' 
a multitude of decrees in opposition to the 
plans which he himself had prescribed. His 
^rees were ; written that they might be read^ 
not tb^t.they might be obeyed. 

<' Unfortunately for us, the genius of the 
revolution, San Martin, had to absent himself 
twice from our capital, to meet the Washington 
of Colombia. This perfidious oppressor availed 
himself of his absence to manifest the whole 
perversity of his soul. Until that period his 
persecutions were underhand, but they now 
became barefaced* AH Spaniards were consi- 
dered rich, they, their families and property, 
jeonsequently became the prey of his insatiable 
avarice ; and at the sanie time, those patriots 
who had contributed most to the success of the 
liberating army were persecuted to the utmost 
extremity. He formed a long list of proscrip- 
tions of men who were to be exiled for ever 
fropi their native country, and whose only 
cripq^s were their patriotic virtues, for the ex- 
tinction of which he had formed a nest of the 
.vilest spi^s, who unceasingly watched the steps 
of e^eiy man of honour. Great God ! what an 
epedhr^if misery ! 

''Every honourable citizen found in Don 
Bernardo Monteagudo (this is the name of the 
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monster of whom we speak) an enemy who at 
any price would have sacrificed him. How 
many victims hjas he not sacrificed in his one 
year's ministry ! More than eight hundred ho« 
nourable famiHes have been by him reduced to 
extreme indigence^ and the whole city to a 
state of misery. 

* ** Among the patriots at Lima, nothing was 
thought of but where they might find an asylum 
in a foreign land. Wkhout agriculture, com*' 
merce, industry* personal security, property, 
and laws, wh*bt is society but a mansion of the 
most afflicting torments ! 

'^ The religion of our forefathers suffered an 
equal persecution in its ministers and its tem-^ 
pies ; these were deprived of their riches, not 
for the service of our Country, but for the re- 
ward of espionage, and to deceive us with use- 
less trickeries. The satellites of this bandit 
were equally despotic with himself, and com- 
mitted, under his protection, the most horrid 
crimes. This is not a proper place in which to 
insert the baseness with which he abused the 
delicacy and debility of females. Fathers of 
families **♦* every man was intimidated ; every 
feelling man wept because all were the victims 
of the caprice of this insolent despot,who made 
an ostentation of atheism and ferocity. 
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loplwieB .urauM be Aece^sary to #hew to tbe 
HT'OrLd (1^ arhitraiy criwes pf this fadioiis mdir: 
TldAK^^ It would appear, tbat for tbe coii»iu»* 
^jon 4)f 30 mu J offences he muat have had aome 
^ijae Ih^t impelled bim, for they coidd not 
possibly be the effects of ignoraoce. It was 
ijppoasible to believe that bj iasultiog mi ruin- 
ing every one; {dundering xmr property; de-r 
9pis]^g the jugenqity ao4 talenta of the P^ru-^ 
vians; and endeavourii^ to introduce anarishy^r 
he could be long tolerated io this capital. 

"His ambition was iHilimited, having coor 
atitat^ hii^aelf the arbiter vf the gav^enment 
{le had the assuraiice to di^otate ordera 9ii4 de- 
crees in oppositiop to those of the prpviocial 
st^ute, svbaoribi^g to theni the name of the 
supreme authority ; thus bripgrng it Mrto am- 
tempt* Such ^opduet, when the eaemy'a ariay 
was within twenty l^aguea of limat wd our 
f^vemmeot scwcely eat«hliahed, proves that 
lie view^ werp directed to undermine ihe atate. 
W^s the reducing of! Peru to the most degradiag 
alavery^ that of obeying hiscapricioDs will, the 
meana to make us knppf or even him9f^l 

-' jPor^gQ«r9 abo began to si#er all kinda 
of vexations and pilferings, with his c^rAi dc 
morada (letter of resjbdem^e), without conaiden];^ 
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4iat the felicity of the couotry depended on it» 
increase of industrious mhiibitaats^ Owing to 
this, none have established themselves in lima^ 
it being worthy of observation^ that not evai 
one person has purchased a house or any im^^ 
moveable property. And mmt this a proof of 
general disgust and a want of confidence ? 

<'Ia fiue, such repeated acts of despotism 
irritated the people of Lima to that degree, that 
an explosion became inevitsbie. In 6ight days 
after the Protector left the capital, bis insults 
to the patriots w^re incalculable. He caballed 
in the most barefaced manner to place in the 
coming congress his own creatures* He hurried 
off those whom he had sentenced to exile, be-* 
cause they were the favourites of the people ; 
and in the exercise of his fiury Lima took the 
alarm.'' 

On the tweuty-fifthof July the people of 
lima assembled in the p)asa> and insisted on a 
cavildo abierto,a public meeting of the eorpo* 
ration; this was immediately complied with, 
and the general voice of the people was, *' let 
the mioipter Monteagndo he d^pMed, Ut faim 
be tried, let him experience the severity 4>f the 
law/' At seven (o'clock in the ^evening of the 
^ame day» a note was addnessed bythecorpo- 
ration td the 8^xeme Delegate, lequestiug that 
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the minister might be deposed ; the council of 
«tate mbt, and convinced of the necessity of 
Beparating Monteagudo from the ministry, im- 
mediately informed him of the state of afikirs, 
when to save appearances he made a tender of 
his appointment, which was accepted, and the 
supreme delegate in answer to the note of the 
corporation, assured them, that the ex-minister 
should be called upon to answer before a com- 
mittee ' of the council of state for his past admi- 
nistration, according to the provisional statutes. 
This note was answered on the twenty-sixth 
by the municipality requesting that the ex- 
minister should be placed under an arrest, until 
caHed upon for his defence, which request was 
immediately put into execution. The people of 
Lima being aware of the ascendancy ' which 
Monteagudo held over the delegate, Torre 
Tagle, and fearing that some crafty subterfuge 
might be practised to replace him in authority, 
met again on the twenty-ninth, when the cor- 
poration, to pacify the popular commotion, re- 
quested of the government, that the ex-minister 
should be embarked privately, and exiled for 
ever from the state ; this was acceded to, and 
on the thirtieth, the anniversary of his arrival 
in Lima, Monteagudo was sent down to Callao^ 
under an escort, and at six o'clock in the even- 
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ipg he left the port. This ambitious individual 
was assassinated at Lima on the night of the 
twenty-eighth of January, 1825, having re- 
turned under the protection of Bolivar, and the 
expectation of being replaced in the ministry. 

While these affairs were transacting in Lima, 
the Protector, San Martin, was at Guayaquil, 
where he had proceeded for the purpose of soli- 
citing troops from Bolivar, for the prosecution 
of his campaigns in Peru. It is impossible to 
ascertain what took place in the private confer- 
ence between those two chiefs, but the result 
was not at all favourable to San Martin, for he 
returned in dudgeon to Callao, when to his surr 
prise and mortification, he was informed, that 
Jbis arch-minister had been exiled for ever during 
his absence. Before his excellency ventured 
on shore, he had an interview with the principal 
officers of the army; who assured him that the 
troops were faithful to him, and under this cer- 
tainty he presented himself at the palace in 
Lima, where in the most unbecoming language, 
he reprobated the whole of the proceeding, 
threatened his councillors of state, the corpora- 
,tion and the city itself, and declared, that he 
should immediately recall Monteagudo and re- 
instate him in the ministry. Notwithstanding 
the deference and respect which he had been 
accustomed to receive from every one who ac- 
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knowledged his authority, he was wounded at 
observing, that the limenians were not mtimi- 
dated ^t his promised vengeance, and leaving 
the palace he betook himself to his country 
house near to Callao. 

in the beginning of October, the arbitrary 
conduct of Rodrigues, the minister of war and 
finance in Chile, began to excite the public in- 
dignation, and petitions from every part of the 
state were forwarded to the supreme director, 
O'Higgins, praying his removal from the 
ministry. Crimes the most injurious to the 
prosperity of the state; his sordid venality, 
monopoly of commercial transactions, and even 
illegal appropriations of the public funds, were 
brought against him, in the most tangible 
shape; and yet all this was not sufficient, even 
with the knowledge of what had transpired in 
Peru, to force him to resign, or to induct 
O'Higgins to dismiss him. At the time that 
all Chile was in this state of suspense, and 
many alarming threats were issued from dif- 
ferent quarters, an event not in the least ex- 
pected took place, which for a while lulled the 
rising storm — ^this was no less than the sudden 
arrival at Valparaiso of his excellency General 
San Martin, the Protector of the liberties of 
Peru. 

This great man had continued to reside at 
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hid country mansion, until the twentieth of Sep- 
tember, when the sovereign congress met, 
from which he received on the same day the 
following official communication : 

** Most Excellent Sir, — ^The sovereign con- 
gress considering that the first duty of a free 
people is to acknowledge their gratitude to the 
authors of their political existence and their 
felicity, convinced that the country of the Sun 
owes this incomparable benefit to the efforts of 
your excellency, have decreed to you a vote of 
thanks to be presented to you by a deputation 
of the house. 

'' The Peruvian nation flatters itself that 
its gratitude is equal to the efficsceious efforts 
which your excellency has made, destroying, 
like the thunder-bolt on the celebrated mountain 
that witnessed the last days of Lautaro, the 
iron power of Spain in the country of the Incas. 

'' The congress manifests, in this communi- 
cation, the sincerity of their votes, which shall 
be expressed in the first act of their sessions, 
and which cannot be obliterated by the hand of 
time ; holding General San Martin as the first 
soldier of their liberty/ 

" By the order of the congress we commu- 
nicate this to your excellency, for your intelli- 
gence and satisfaction. God preserve your ex- 
xoh.iii. 3n 
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ceilency for maay years. — Lima, September 20^ 
1822. Xavier de Lona Pizarro, president^-^Jos^ 
Sanches Carrion, deputy Becretary-^Francisco 
Xavier Mariategui, deputy secretary. — To h» 
Excellency Senor D. Jo86 de San Martin." 

The answer : '' Sire, — ^Terminating my pub* 
lie life, after I have consigned to the august 
congress of Peru the supreme command of the 
state, nodiing could be more flattering to my 
heart than the solemnity of the confidence of 
your sovereignty in appointing me generalissimo 
of die troops: of the nation ; an appointment 
whidi I have just received from a deputation of 
your sovereign body. I have had the honour o^ 
eacpressing my most profound gratitude at the 
time of its announcement to me, when I had the 
satisfaction of accepting only the titk, because 
it was the mark of your approbation of the ser* 
vices which I have rendered to this country. I 
am resolved not to betray my own feelings and 
the great interests of the nation; permit me 
therefore, to say, that long and painful experi* 
ence has induced me to say, that the distin-* 
guished rank to which your sovereignty has 
deigned to elevate me, so far from being useful 
to the nation, should I fill it, would only oppose 
your just designs by alarming the jealousy of 
those who dejsire a positive liberty; it would 
divide the opinions of the people, and decrease 
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the confidence whidi yon alone ovtght lo inspire 
iti the absolute independenoe of youv dedsunuL 
My presence, Sire, in Peru, considering that 
power which I have left, and the force which I 
should possess, is inconsistent with the morale 
of the sovereign body, and with my own opinion; 
because no forbearance on my part would de^ 
fend me from the shafts of malediction and 
calumny. Sire, I have fulfilled the sacred pro* 
inise that I made to Peru ; I have seen her re- 
presentatives assembled ; the force of the enemy 
dods not menace the independence of a people 
determined to be free, and who possess the 
means of being so. A numerous army under 
Ae direction of chie& inured to war is ready 
to march in a few days, to terminate the con^ 
test for ever. Nothing remains but to offer to 
your sovereignty the expression of my most^ 
sincere gratitude, and the firm assurance, tfiat if 
at any time the liberty of the Peruvkns should 
be threatened, I will dispute the honour of ac^ 
companying thai 9S a citizen to defimd their 
freedom on die field of battle^ 

** May God preserve your sovereignty fi>r 
many years.— Free Town, September 20th, 1822, 
(Signed) Josi de San Martin.'' 

*\ To the Sovereign Congress of Peru.^' 
The ibUowing, being the last proclamation 
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by San Martin, was issued on the same day, and 
may be considered as bis farewell address to 
Peru : 

'' I have witnessed the declaration of the 
independence of the states of Chile and Peru. 
I hold in my possession the standard which 
Pizarro brought to enslave the empire of the 
Incas; and I have ceased to be a public man — 
thus I am more than rewarded for ten years 
«pent in revolution and warfare. My promises 
to the countries in which I warred are fulfilled ; 
to make them independent, and leave to their 
will the election of their governments. 

'' The presence of a fortunate soldier, how* 
ever disinterested he nmy be, is dangerous to 
newly-constituted states. I am also disgusted 
with hearing that I wish to make myself a 
sovereign. Nevertheless, I shall always be 
ready to make the last sacrifice for the liberty 
of the country, but in the class of a private in- 
dividual, and no other. 

" With respect to my public conduct, my 
compatriots (as is generally the case) will be 
divided in their opinions — ^their children will 
pronounce the true verdict. 

*' Peruvians ! I leave your national repre- 
sentation established; if you repose implicit 
confidence in it you will triumph, if not, 
anarchy will swallow you up. 
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** May success preside over your destinies, 
end may they be crowned with felicity and 
peace. Free Town, September, 20th, 1822. 
(Signed) San Martin.'* 

Had San Martin been sincere, even in his 
last assurances, or had he been conscious that 
his services would have been of public utility ; 
if, as a citizen, his modesty would not allow 
him to take upon himself the chief command 
of the force of the country, he certainly ought 
not to have abandoned Peru, when he was 
well aware that the army of the enemy was 
almost under the very walls of the capital ; for 
he himself confesses, that a numerous army 
would march in a few days to terminate the war 
for ever: this march, however, would never 
have been necessary, had he followed the 
Spanish army when it evacuated Lima, if he had 
brought the army under Canterac to an action, 
or if he had headed his troops at lea. The chil* 
dren of his compatriots will '^ pronounce the 
true verdict," not^ I regret to say, an honourable 
one to San Martin; indeed thousands of them 
have already shed their blood on those plains 
which they might have cultivated in peace and 
security under the protection of their own con- 
stituted authorities and laws. It is impossible 
iJiat aconsctottsnesftof not having fulfilled those 
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promiMB which were calculated to do good, 
and would have established the absolute inde«» 
pendeuce of rational liberty, and the prosperity 
of the Peruvians, it is impossible but tiiat the 
laemory of those breaches of good faith must 
fiver cling to the heart of this deoeiving mortaL 

San Martin remaioied a few days in Yalpaf 
raielo, until an escort arrived fircan Santiago to 
conduct him to that city; he resided there untfl 
December, or the beginning of January, when, 
observing the threatening aspect of affiurs in 
Chile, owing to the fixed detorminatioD of 
O'Higgins not to discard his &vx>unte minister 
Rodrigues, he crossed the GordiUera to his dd 
favourite residence at Mendosa. 

General Freire, who had the command of the 
Chilean troops, stationed on the {roniien of 
Araucania, oonststing of about thne thousand 
men, came to the determination to march oft 
the capitaL In this he was supported by the 
inhabitanto of the province of Coquimbo, the 
only object of the whole being to displace Rod- 
ngues, and to bring him to justice. This they 
eventually did, oUiging O'Higgins at the samie 
time to abdicate his supreme authority on the 
twenty-second of January, 1823. 

During this epocb of convulsions. Lord 
Cochrane was residing on his estate at ^uinr 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



SOUTH AMERICA. 46B 

two, where he received the following communi- 
cation from Peru : 

** The fkwereign constituent eongrese of 
Pera» contemplating how much the liberty of 
Peru owes to the Right HonouraUe Lord 
Cochnme, by whose talents, valour and con- 
stancy the Pacific has been freed from our 
most inveterate enemies, and the standard of 
liberty has been displayed on the coasts of 
Peru, resolves that the junta of government, in 
the name of the Peruvian nation, do preset to 
Lord Cochrane, Admiral ^f the squadron of 
Chile, expressions of our most sincere gratitude 
for his achievements in favour of this country, 
o&oe tyrannized over by powerful enemies, now 
the arbiter of its own fate." 

'' The junta of government obeying this, will 
command its fiilfilment and order it be printed, 
published and circulated. — Given in the Hall of 
Congress, Lima, the 27th of September, 1822. 
(Signed) Xavier de Luna Pizarro, president--^ 
Joiie Sanebes Carrion, deputy secretary— Pran- 
(Mco Xavier Marreategui, deputy secretary." 

*^ In obedience we order the execution of 
Ithe foregoing decree. (Signed) Jose de la Mar, 
Felipe Antonio Alvarado, El Conde de Vista 
Florida, by order of his Excellency Francisco 
Valdivieso.*' 
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Here his lordship received from the govern- 
ment of Chile a copy of the libel presented to 
them by the plenipotentiaries of the Protector 
of Peru, which he answered with '' victorious 
reasonings/' although the supremacy assured 
his lordship, that the charges had never been 
believed ; perhaps for the best of all possible 
reasons, that they could scarcely be understood. 

In December an express arrived from the 
Brazilian charge des affaires in Buenos Ayres, 
bringing to his lordship a communication from 
the imperial government at Rio de Janeiro, 
containing a request, that as the common enemy 
to South American independence in the Pacific 
had, owing to his important services and inde* 
fatigable exertions ceased to exist, he would 
deign to accept the command of the imperial 
navy of the Brazils, for the purpose of securing 
to that country the felicity which he had been 
the means of establishing on the opposite side 
of the Continent." 

Lord Cochrane would probably have prefer- 
red a life of quiet in his adopted country, Chile, 
"to that of entering into an engagement which 
might produce a repetition of those difficulties 
and vexations which he had already experi- 
enced; but, owing to the existing circumstances 
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in Chile; thiir wsor i^WHIibl^. lAflrd Cd^BHfi? 
was bound by his allegiano«^ t6 t&^ iSdHtSiSg ^ 
Vbtumeinty nbttb bedome ^pittf iW ictf faction 
^d iik^&wtk hM'6ur would libt dlow KSai tojoifiS 
GfimfBl l^T^e, by^hbift h^ wa^ 8bIS6it(^d/ al^ 
^tmgh' htt Wa» dobviM^ mx the ai^hoHYj^ 6f 
O'Higgins must succumb; he therefore dgtei^' 
]Ainbd't6 ^MceRftii to Rio dd JstHtifo, and tb' act 
there ad affadirs might p^eis^nrtfafetniiglveil. 

On the ninbteenthof Janttttiy, I82S; his Ibitf* 
ship embarked for the Bt^Is; but before' 
qnitdhg Gliiie bb dj«W uj^ ttie t^b following 

''Gbik^n, niyCdihptltndts;— liibcoMnibii^ 
etmHiy <tf America has fallen it( Chile. Ydui* 
tri-coloufed flag waves on the Pacific, secured^ 
by your sacnBces. Some internal comtiidti6ns 
agitaite Chile : itis not'my busidfeisHi to investi* 
gate their caused, to accelerate or' to retard' 
theireflfectsi I can only Wish that thi r^^ult 
may> be m6'st fkvourahlfiflcfr all panics. 

" Ghileatas;— You have e*i>ell«d frorfl* your 
coantrythe enemies of your indepebdence; do 
not" sully the * glorious' a6t by eiicbutaging ' dis(^ 
cord, promoting anarchy, that greatestt of all 
evils. Consult the dignity to which y6ur he- 
roism has rained you, and if you m'udt take any 
steps to secure your national liberty, judge for 
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yourselves, act with prudence, and be guided 
by reason and justice. 

** It is now four years since, the sacred cause 
of your independence called me to Chile ; I 
assisted you to gain it; I have seen it accom- 
plished; it only now remains for you to pre* 
serve it. 

^'I leave you for a time, in order not to 
involve myself in matters foreign to my duty, 
and for reasons concerning which I now remain 
silent, that I may not encourage party spirit. 

'' Chileans, — ^You know that independence 
is purchased at the point of the bayonet. Know 
also that liberty is founded on good faith, and 
is supported by the laws of honour, and that 
those who infringe them are your only enemies, 
among whom you will never find Cochrane.*' 

'* To the British merchants residing in Chile. 
Quintero, January 4th, 1823: 

^'Gentlemen, — I cannot quit this country 
without expressing to you the heartfelt satiftfietc* 
tion which I experience on account of the exten- 
tion which has been given to your commerce, 
by laying open to all the trade of those vast 
provinces to which Spain formerly asserted an 
exclusive right. . The squadron which main- 
tained the monopoly has disappeared from the 
fjice of the ocean, and the flags of independent 
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South America wave every where triumphant, 
protecting that intercourse between nations 
which is the source of their riches, happiness, 
and power. 

** If, for the furtherance of this great object, 
some restraints were imposed, they were no 
other than those which are practised by all 
civilized states ; and though they may have af- 
fected the interests of a few who were desirous 
to avail themselves of accidental circumstances 
presented during the contest, it is a gratification 
to know that such interests were only post- 
poned for the general good. Should there be any, 
however, who conceive themselves aggrieved 
by my conduct, I have to request that they will 
make known their complaints, with their names 
affixed, through the medium of the public press, 
in order that I may have an opportunity of a 
particular reply. 

" I trust you will do me the justice to be- 
lieve, that I have not determined to withdraw 
myself from these seas while any thing remains 
within my means to accomplish for your benefit 
and security. 

** I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your 
fitithiul obedient servant, Cochrane." 



THE END. 
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